
Community:  

When Was Your Comprehensive Plan Approved?   

Name and Contact Information of Staff Members(s) Providing Responses: 

Comprehensive Plan Narrative Report: 

Natural Resources 

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Natural 
Resources planning. 

Open Space and Recreation 

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Open Space and 
Recreation planning. 



Historic and Cultural Resources 

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Historical and 
Cultural Resources planning. 

Housing 

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Housing 
planning. 

Economic Development 

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Economic 
Development planning. 



Services and Facilities 

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Services and 
Facilities planning. 

Transportation/Circulation 

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Transportation 
planning. 



Natural Hazards 

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Natural Hazards 
planning. 

Land Use 

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Land Use 
planning. 



Agriculture 

In one paragraph, please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments 
for Agriculture planning. 

Water Supply 

In one paragraph, please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments 
for Water Supply planning. 

Energy 

In one paragraph, please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments 
for Energy planning. 



If your municipality includes elements to your comprehensive plan that are unique to needs and 
characters of your community, please list them below. This section lists topics, that may be 
covered in more than one element of a comprehensive plan. For example, agriculture must be 
considered in economic development but may also be covered in natural resources and/or open 
space. The issue of water supply must be considered in services and facilities but is frequently 
covered as part of natural resources as well. Similarly, production and consumption of energy 
falls under services and facilities but many comprehensive plans have included it as a separate 
element. If you choose, you may list other topics as relevant for your comprehensive plan. 

Other 

Please list any comprehensive plan elements unique to your community and summarize 
implementation accomplishments and impediments for these elements. 


	Community: Glocester
	When Was Your Comprehensive Plan Approved: 7/25/2018
	Name and Contact Information of Staff Memberss Providing Responses: Karen Scott, Town Planner
	Text1: karenscott@glocesterri.org, 401-568-6206
	Text2: Accomplishments - Secured funding for an Implementation Plan for Wastewater in Chepachet Village.  Focusing on priority properties (cesspools, holding tanks, OWTS in public well radius, within 200' of the river) this project will explore opportunities for innovative and alternative septic systems, educating property owners of different possibilities available and where individual systems are not feasible, look for opportunities to join with neighboring property owners with comparable wastewater needs.  This project will not only assist in negating the pollution of groundwater in the Village but also on the water quality of the river that directly flows through the Village, the Chepachet River.  Impediments - Small staff, lack of funding, project delays due to COVID
	Text3: Accomplishments - Secured funding for major improvements to Glocester Memorial Park (GMP), the town's largest recreational facility.  Improvements completed include a new playground, a new basketball court, and a pedestrian connection to Chepachet Village.  Improvements under construction include a large picnic pavilion, parking improvements and accessibility improvements.  About to begin recreation master planning effort to include the rest of GMP and Winsor Park which will include significant public input, cost estimating and phasing.  Added significant recreational programming including paddle boarding in the summer and ice skating in the winter.  The Glocester Land Trust continues to make improvements to the Town's open space resources to make them accessible to all residents and visitors including trail creation and maintenance, parking improvements, interpretive signage and expansion of permitted uses (limited hunting, horseback riding, etc.).  Impediments - Small staff, GLT work is done by volunteers, project delay and cost escalations due to COVID, lack of funding
	Text4: Accomplishments - Strengthened the Historic District zoning regulations requiring all properties in the district to obtain a certificate of appropriateness for new construction and exterior changes. To complement these changes, also developed new application materials and an HDC Standards and Guidelines booklet to assist applicants. Created an inventory of all properties in Chepachet Village assessing the historical and architectural significance of the property, architectural integrity of the structure, and potential for transformative change within the district.  Divided those properties into Highest and High Priority properties.  Secured National Park Service funding to implement significant exterior improvements to three (3) properties in the highest priority category.  Added new historic district signage to the entrances of the District.  Maintained good standing as a Certified Local Government.  Impediments - lack of funding, small staff.

	Text5: Accomplishments - Through an in-depth planning effort, identified opportunities for scattered site affordable housing throughout Chepachet Village.  Amended the Comprehensive Plan to align with the findings of this planning effort. As an appointee of the RI League of Cities and Towns representing rural communities, serve on the Special Legislative Committee to Study Low and Moderate Income Housing Act.  As part of that effort, completed a statewide inventory of units created using the comprehensive permit process since the inception of the Act and continue to act as an advocate for realistic low and moderate income housing policies that are based on actual development factors such as availability of services, growth rates and environmental constraints.  27% of the Town's building permits in 2022 were for deed restricted affordable housing units.  Impediments - small staff, lack of funding, growth rate, limited infrastructure, significant wetland areas
	Text6: Accomplishments - Through an in-depth planning effort, identified opportunities to strengthen and expand small businesses and increase tourism. The Town's Economic Development Commission has taken the lead in implementing the action items including a comprehensive new website (https://glocesteredc.org/) which includes information on visiting and doing business in Glocester as well as upcoming events. It also includes a real estate finder for those interested in relocating. Impediments - small staff, EDC work is done by volunteers, lack of funding 
	Text7: Accomplishments - Completed a Needs Assessment for the Glocester Police Department to understand the current deficiencies and long term improvements necessary for the Department.  Used the Needs Assessment to hire an architect to complete a building and site analysis to understand if the necessary improvements can be accommodated.  The Town is currently engaged in a more detailed site investigation and has secured funding for police equipment and the development of an emergency operations center within the station.  The Town is currently in the process of creating a GIS database of all publicly and privately owned stormwater best management practices.  Impediments - small staff, lack of funding
	Text8: Accomplishments - The Town updated its Official Map, illustrating the location of all streets in Glocester and shows which streets are town-owned, non-town owned and state owned.  As part of the process of compiling the Official Map, many hours of research resulted in the compilation of much useful information.  That information was compiled into the Official Road Map Index which includes information related to roadway adoption, maintenance responsibilities, HOA inclusion, plat recording, etc.  The Town continues to develop a Capital Improvement Program and incorporate projects into the budget for funding.  The Town has completed two (2) road Safety audits in cooperation with RIDOT and continues to monitor funding opportunities to incorporate the recommendations.  The Town recently hosted several engineers from RIDOT to look for opportunities to expand and improve the walkability and bikablity of Route 44 which runs right through Chepachet Village.  It is anticipated that the Town will seek funding to implement the recommendations.  Impediments - small staff, lack of funding

	Text9: Accomplishments - In 2022, the Town of Glocester embarked on certification within the RI's Municipal Resilience Program (MRP). As part of that certification, the RI Infrastructure Bank (RIIB) and The Nature Conservancy (TNC) provided the Town with a community-driven process to assess current hazard and climate change impacts and to surface projects, plans, and policies for improved resilience. The Town held a Community Resilience Building Workshop, the core directive of which was the engagement with and between community members to define strengths and vulnerabilities and the development of priority resilience actions for the Town of Glocester.  The Town will seek funding under the MRP grants to implement the identified actions.  Impediments - small staff, lack of funding


	Text10: Accomplishments - Updated all subdivision checklists, posted on-line as fillable pdf documents and shared with other municipalities that are also updating thier checklists. Completed several zoning ordinance amendments reflective of local policy and state law changes related to renewable energy, cannabis, breweries and wineries, comprehensive permits, lot coverage, flood hazards and farm/forest accessory uses.  Hosted several virtual educational workshops to educate local board members on planning, zoning and land use regulation as well as climate change.  Made one change to the Future Land Use map to accommodate a 55 and over condominium complex (34 total units) which will include at least five deed restricted affordable units. In Chepachet Village, many positive land use changes have occurred. A vacant restaurant, a long time eyesore has been removed and a mixed use development is currently under construction and will include an antique shop, ice cream shop and several mixed use buildings with commercial below and residential units above. Many new businesses have relocated into the Village including a craft shop, nail salon, barber shop, consignment boutique, stained glass shop, dessert cafe and handcrafted gift shop.  Impediments - small staff, growth rate, limited infrastructure, significant wetland area
	Text11: Accomplishements - For over a year, the Planning Board worked with Grow Smart RI and local agricultural land owners to enact zoning ordinance revisions to allow accessory uses on farms in the Town as a means to allow owners to realize economic benefits while still maintaining active agricultureal operations.  These changes have been implemented and are helping to maintain the rural character and agricultural heritage of the Town.   
	Text12: Accomplishments - Secured funding for a Public Water Feasibility Study for Chepachet Village.  This study comprehensively analyzed several alternatives for providing potable water to the Village. The study will systematically evaluate the alternatives and determine which option provides the most fiscally and environmentally responsible path in the near and long term that solves the issue of providing potable water in the village. Once the preferred option is identified, the study will provide the necessary detail for the Town to move forward implementation.  This project is set to begin this summer.  Impediments - lack of funding
	Text13: Accomplishments - Participated in National Grid's Community Initiative program which provides incentive grants to municipalities that meet the program's goals for implementing energy efficiency outreach in their residential communities and achieving exceptional energy savings through energy assessments and residential energy efficiency measures.  The Town used the funding earned through this program to make energy efficiency improvements to municipal buildings.  Additionally, the Town updated its zoning ordinance several times to allow renewable energy production facilities in areas of the Town that would be compatible with the overall rural residential/agricultural character of the community.  Impediments - funding

	Text14: In 2019, the Town completed the Chepachet Village Revitalization Plan.  The plan, which was funded with Community Development Block Grant funds, builds on all previous planning efforts to create a five year implementation and investment plan to identify opportunities for scattered site affordable housing paired with mixed use development, preserve historic resources, strengthen and expand small businesses, improve recreational resources, improve buildings and infrastructure, implement creative re-use of property, increase tourism and develop infill recommendations. This effort identifies what exists today and recommends innovative ways to redevelop specific properties within Chepachet Village in compliance with the Town's Comprehensive Plan through incentives and available funding sources while maintaining its rural character as a historic village center.  This Study is available at - https://www.glocesterri.org/Chepachet_Village_Revitalization_Plan_-_2020.pdf and is referred to extensively throughout this report.


