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Comprehensive Plan Narrative Report:

Natural Resources

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Natural
Resources planning.

Accomplishments: Environmentally sensitive and agricultural areas have been
incorporated into the Geographic Information System. In 2019, conservation
development regulations were modified to clarify intent and are now required on any
development greater than 3 acres. The Town conducted a full-build impact analysis to
study impacts on surface water, groundwater, and traffic, spurring renewed
consideration of a wastewater management district to ensure septic compliance and
renewed consideration of a storm water enterprise fund. Removable matting has been
installed at the beach to reduce erosion. Light pollution elimination regulations are
under review.
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Open Space and Recreation

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Open Space and
Recreation planning.

Accomplishments: A $5 million Open Space bond was passed to finance the acquisition
and preservation of open space, as well as to acquire, preserve, restore and improve
recreational areas. The Open Space and Fields Committee is updating its land
acquisition scoring tool to include more quantitative evaluations of parcels and
Geographic Information System tools to aid in the decision making process. The Town
is re-developing a empty lot into multipurpose athletic fields using state grant money.
Town and School facilities are being integrated into one operation. Grant funding has
been sought to extend walking paths at the Middletown Valley Park.

Impediments: Current recreation facilities on West Main Road will need to be relocated
if the Town moves forward with the West Main Rd/Coddington Hwy. redevelopment
project. Town and School integration of functions is limited in scope to Human
Resources, Information Technology, and some operations. At this point, facilities
management is still separate. Required matching funds for grant supporting opne space
and recreation projects is not readily available. Beach operations altered to favor
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Historic and Cultural Resources

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Historical and
Cultural Resources planning.

Accomplishments: Developed a list in the Geographic Information System of all
historically significant properties/structures and agricultural resources. Planning Board
drafted historic preservation ordinance in cooperation with local partners, which has
been forwarded to the Town Council for action. Insuring compliance with existing
stone wall preservation ordinance and open space preservation as part of
conservation-style development is ongoing.

Impediments: COVID-19 causing re-prioritization of Town Council initiatives. Historic
preservation draft may encounter political push-back due to its proposed tax
incentives.

Housing

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Housing
planning.

Accomplishments: The Town is working with a consultant to evaluate converting the
defunct Berkley-Peckham School into senior affordable housing. Tax relief programs
are in place for low income seniors. Mixed-Use development ordinance promotes
development of multi-family dwellings. Work continues with community partners such
as Church Community Housing Corp. and distributing Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) funds. The Planning Board continues to explore other affordable
housing measures.

Impediments: Work on an inclusionary zoning ordinance was not initially supported

due to concerns over increased density. Land zoned for multi-family development
remaing limited

Economic Development

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Economic
Development planning.

Accomplishments: The Town finalized the purchase of the Former Navy Lodge
property on West Main Rd. through the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC)
program. A Request for Information (RFI) was issued to explore options for
redevelopment of that parcel along with the three abutting town-owned parcels, know
as the West Main/Coddington redevelopement. Mixed-Use Development ordinance
was adopted to allow commercial/residential development in general and limited
business districts. With the Newport Chamber of Commerce the Town assisted in the
launch of Connect Greater Newport, the economic development arm of the Chamber.
Discussion on fiber optic line installation is ongoing.

Impediments: The RFI for West Main/Coddington issued in March 2020 resulted in



Services and Facilities

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Services and
Facilities planning.

Accomplishments: The Town evaluated all long-term maintenance needs for
town-owned properties and is consolidating School and Town operations. A public
relations officer has been hired by the Town to assist with public messaging, such as
community meeting and events, and updates on town services such as park and
beach operations, and recycling and solid waste services.

Impediments: Residents on the east side of town without public water, and where
concerns over water quality and quantity have been identified, were surveyed to
determine interest and willingness to pay for service extensions. The results indicated
overwhelming opposition. The town's public library building is in need of upgrades or
replacement, possibly in conjunctions with the time line will be determined by West
Main/Coddington redevelopment plan. Town-School service consolidation is limited to
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Transportation/Circulation

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Transportation
planning.

Accomplishments: Road safety assessments have been conducted and resulted in
improvements on Chases Ln., Forest Ave., and lower Aquidneck Ave. intersections.
Work continues on lower Aquidneck Ave with RI Department of Transportation. A
study is currently underway on the potential transfer of Navy-owned Burma Road
infrastructure and the road itself to enhance north-south transportation options.
Results of the recent full-build impact analysis included potential traffic levels and
mitigation recommendations. Design of sidewalks along Purgatory Rd. is underway.
Annual sidewalk condition index and road condition index is taken and incorporated
into the Town's Capital Improvement Plan. When opportunities do arise to implement
complete street's initiatives, the Town has been active to include sidewalks and bike
lanes including on Aquidneck Ave.

Impediments: Proposed lower Aquidneck Ave improvements are not currently
included in the state's Transportation Improvement Program. Proposed roundabout on
Aquidneck Ave. at Purgatory Rd. received negative feedback and was rejected by the
Town Council. A second roundabout planned for at Aquidneck Ave. & Valley Rd. has
been delayed due to RI Department of Transportation funding limitations. Work on a

complete streets initiative began in 2016 but there is limited redevelopment of existing
roads.



Natural Hazards

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Natural Hazards
planning.

Accomplishments: The 5-year update to the Town's Hazard Mitigation Plan was
adopted by the Town in 2019 and approved by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency in January 2020. The plan includes climate change considerations and
updated language throughout. Retrofits to the Wave Ave. pump station reduce flooding
during natural hazards. The Town purchased traffic signal sensors to aid in evacuation
route traffic. Buck Road has been extended to serve as a second egress for the
surrounding neighborhood during a hazard event. Watershed and flood maps have
been updated.

Impediments: The Hazard Mitigation Plan update was finalized before the COVID-era.
New virus-related concerns will likelv be forefront in the next nlan undate.

Land Use

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Land Use
planning.

Accomplishments: Mixed-used development ordinance was adopted. Airport Hazard
Overlay zone under consideration by the Planning Board. Atlantic Beach District
Overlay Zone has been drafted and awaits Town Council approval. Marijuana related
uses zoning regulations are under development to allow for some growing and testing
operations in industrial and office park zones.

Impediments: Bulk Zoning amendments to limit the size if new houses were proposed
but ultimately rejected by the Town Council. Momentum around the issue of large
homes appears to have wained.



Agriculture

In one paragraph, please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments
for Agriculture planning.

Accomplishments: An Agricultural Overlay district was drafted by the Planning Board
to allow ancillary actives on agricultural areas. The goal of the regulation was to
provide farmers with greater flexibility on their land and encourage farming
operations. Solar regulations are being considered to allow for carport/canopies to be
allowed on agricultural lands.

Impediments: An Agricultural Overlay district to allow additional accessory uses on
farms was not supported due to concerns of impacts to neighbors.

Water Supply

In one paragraph, please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments
for Water Supply planning.

Accomplishments: A full-build impact analysis investigated the impacts on
groundwater and surface water quality and quantity. Recommendations from the
analysis are currently being prioritized for implementation. Best Management
Practices (BMPs) have been installed to improve water quality.

Impediments: Residents on the east side of town without public water were surveyed
to determine interest and willingness to pay for service extensions, with results
indicating overwhelming opposition. Well-water quality and surface water protection

Energy

In one paragraph, please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments
for Energy planning.

Accomplishments: Electric vehicle charging stations were installed at the Town Hall,
Public Library and Middletown High School to encourage use of alternative energy.
Energy audits have been performed on most Town buildings. Zoning amendments
have been drafted to allow solar carport/canopy development and provide greater
oversight of ground mounted solar energy systems.

Impediments: Some funding is available for the Town to purchase electric vehicles
but with the current budget no purchase has been purposed.



If your municipality includes elements to your comprehensive plan that are unique to needs and
characters of your community, please list them below. This section lists topics, that may be
covered in more than one element of a comprehensive plan. For example, agriculture must be
considered in economic development but may also be covered in natural resources and/or open
space. The issue of water supply must be considered in services and facilities but is frequently
covered as part of natural resources as well. Similarly, production and consumption of energy
falls under services and facilities but many comprehensive plans have included it as a separate
element. If you choose, you may list other topics as relevant for your comprehensive plan.

Other

Please list any comprehensive plan elements unique to your community and summarize
implementation accomplishments and impediments for these elements.
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