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The Plan addresses surface water, groundwater, fresh and salt waters, and aquatic habitats,
including wetlands. There are 24 potential pollution sources and 4 aquatic habitat topics discussed

with proposed actions for each.
Vision
RI’S WATER RESOURCES WILL SUPPORT HEALTHY AQUATIC ECOSYSTEMS AND MEET THE NEEDS
OF CURRENT AND FUTURE GENERATIONS BY PROTECTING PUBLIC HEALTH, SUPPLYING HIGH

QUALITY DRINKING WATER, PROVIDING BOUNTIFUL RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES AND SUPPORT-
ING A VIBRANT ECONOMY.

Goals

WQ #I. Protect the existing quality of RI’s waters and aquatic habitats and prevent further degra-
dation.

WQ #2. Restore degraded waters and aquatic habitats to a condition that meets their water quality
and habitat goals.

Management Principles

Implementing the Vision will require that Rl residents recognize the vulnerable nature of
our water resources and aquatic habitats, and the importance of these resources to our health, the
environment and the economic well-being of the State. The foundation for the Plan is a set of water
quality management principles upon which the plan has been developed. A few of these are:

e Water pollution should be prevented whenever possible — prevention is a more cost-
effective strategy than source control and restoration.

e Protection and restoration are equally important to achieving RI’s goals for water quality.

e Rhode Island citizens are informed and aware of water quality management priorities and
efforts to prevent and abate water pollution problems.

e Stakeholders are involved in the planning and implementation of programs for water re-
source protection and restoration through public engagement.

o A collaborative effort is necessary across all governmental jurisdictions, agencies and pro-
grams to ensure success in protecting and restoring RI’s water resources.

e Limited resources at all levels of government require and justify the prioritization of protec-
tion and restoration efforts.

e Compliance with applicable federal, state and local regulatory programs is necessary for
water quality protection and restoration.

® Water quality management is based on sound science and regularly integrates new infor-
mation.

* New technologies are adopted for use in water pollution management where beneficial.
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| Planning Policy 4: Support the development of a state lake management program,

State Guide Plan Update:
Water Quality 2035

About the Plan & Implementation

Water Quality 2035 contains six main parts and supporting appendices. Each part address a
key question central to water quality management in Rhode Island. Policies to implement the Vision
and the Goals appear in the text related to the topics discussed. The Implementation Matrix in Part
6 contains all polices and the related actions.

Part | Introduction & Vision - This section provides an overview of the contents and intro-
duces the Vision and goals of the Plan.

Part 2 Rhode Island’s Water Resources & Trends - This section explains the Water
Cycle, defines watersheds, and contains facts about Rhode Island’s coastal and freshwater re-
sources. It provides trends on water quality and aquatic habitat conditions and finally details the
current status of Rhode Island waters through describing water quality impairments and
threats.

Part 3 Water Quality Management Framework — This section describes the manage-
ment approach of the Plan, details the various roles and responsibilities for water quality man-
agement and discusses setting watershed priorities. It begins to present policies to implement
the goals identified in Part I.

Part 4 Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment—This Part describes what necessary
environmental monitoring is needed in Rhode Island and presents and assessment of water
quality and aquatic habitats along with certain polices.

Part 5 Planning—This Part talks about using watersheds as a Basis for planning and manage-
ment and the integration of planning activities to support watershed management. It presents
polices for water quality management planning.

Part 6 Pollution Source and Aquatic Habitat Management—This Part discusses over-
arching management issues for water quality management and 24 potential pollution sources
and contains the Implementation Matrix. An excerpt of the draft planning actions are shown
below. Draft actions for the Plan were developed with the following parameters:

Actions for each policy

Lead agency (Lead) & Supporting Agencies (Support)
Timeframes
As Necessary (AN)
Ongoing (O)
Short Term (-2 years) Medium and Long-term
Medium term (3-5 years)
Long term (more than 5 years)

IMPLEMENTATON MATRIX - POLICIES and ACTIONS

LEAD
SUPPORT

TIME

LINE

Part 5 Planning®

Planning Policy 1: Support, promote and facilitate sustainable land use practices and planning that protects water quality from new
development and improves water quality on redevelopment.

Planning Policy 2: Watershad plans are the basis for implementation actions at the state and local level
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/\/ Some Key Points

e  Water is the most important natural resource to the future of RI.

Water Quality is the sum of the physical, chemical and biological characteristics of a water
resource, including its suitability as aquatic habitat.

e  Water quality has improved dramatically over the past few decades, but much more needs to
be done to meet water quality goals.

e Pathogens and excess nutrients are the most common water quality problems, and physical
modifications and invasive species are the primary threats to aquatic habitats.

e  Water quality management is a shared responsibility among all levels of government, non-
governmental organizations and individuals.

e  Water quality and aquatic habitat are most effectively managed on a watershed basis. Water-
shed management is the management of land use, water use and human activities in a compre-
hensive manner to protect and restore water quality in a watershed. Local watershed organi-
zations play important roles in watershed management.

e RI's water quality management framework includes the following steps: monitor, assess, plan
strategies, implement strategies, and evaluate results. The capacity of the State, municipalities
and other partners to effectively implement this framework is an on-going concern.

e  Water quality monitoring is essential for effective water resources management. Stewardship
of aquatic habitats requires monitoring to characterize the ecological health and functioning of

Key the targeted habitat.
Points e Climate change will have a significant impact on aquatic habitats and water quality management
& strategies.
Background Background Information
Information Two background reports have been completed. To see more details on the update pro-

cess, for a full copy of a draft, or either report look on line at:

http://www.planning.ri.gov/statewideplanning/land/water.php
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