
 

 

Rhode Island: 
Coastal Resources Management Council 

Department of Environmental Management 
Division of Planning, Statewide Planning Program 

 

RI State Guide Plan Update: 
Water Quality Management Plan Advisory Committee Meeting  

 

Tuesday, March 11, 2014 
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

 

Room 300 
Department of Environmental Management 

235 Promenade Street, Providence 
Agenda 

 
 

1. Agenda Overview  
 
2. Feedback on Draft Goals & Policies for Agriculture 

 
3. Subject Topics and Technical Presentations:  

 
a. Biological Functions of Stream Flow & Hydrology for Aquatic Habitat 

Guest Advisor: Alisa Richardson, DEM Office of Water Resources 
 

b. Aquatic Invasives  
i. Draft Goals & Policies for Aquatic Habitat 
 

c. Water Quality Management Framework 
i. Role of Watershed Plans 
ii. Roles of Watershed Councils 
iii. Assessing Gaps in Management Capacity 

 
4. Discussion & Feedback – All - moderated by Sue Kiernan 

 
5. Looking ahead -  

a. Next Meeting Date – March 25, 2014  
b. Committee Homework  

 
6. Adjourn 12:00 PM 
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Rhode Island:  
Coastal Resources Management Council  
Department of Environmental Management  
Division of Planning, Statewide Planning Program  
 

RI State Guide Plan Update:  
Water Quality Management Plan Advisory Committee Meeting 

 

Tuesday, February 25, 2014  
 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM  

Room 300  
Department of Environmental Management  

235 Promenade Street, Providence  
 

Meeting Notes 
 

Committee Members in attendance were: Eric Boettger (NRCS), Thomas 
Borden (NBEP), Kathy Crawley (WRB), Rachel Calabro (RIRC), Ames Colt 
(BRWCT), David Everett (Providence), Peter Healey (RIDOT), Vincent Murray (SK 
Planning Dept.), Jennifer Paquet (Town of West Greenwich), Marilyn Shellman 
(Town of Westerly), June Swallow (RIDOH), Nicole Rohr (URI). 
DEM/CRMC/Statewide Planning staff in attendance included: Sue Kiernan, Ernie 
Panciera, and Elizabeth Scott of RIDEM, Jeff Willis of CRMC and Nancy Hess and 
Paul Gonsalves of Statewide Planning. Guests included Jim Boyd and Caitlin 
Chaffee of CRMC, Chris Modisette and Gary Casabona of NRCS. 
 
Agenda Overview and Comments on 12/17/13 Meeting Notes 

� Sue Kiernan started the meeting with a brief overview of the agenda, 
including a call for comments on the meeting notes from 1/28/14. 
 

Feedback on Road Salt Paper 
Next was a call for comments on the Road Salt paper. There were several 

follow-up questions from the group on the Road Salt paper including a question 
related to monitoring in streams. The concern revolved around the issue of 
ongoing monitoring specifically. DEM monitoring of chloride levels does not exactly 
coincide with the times at which levels may be the highest. Ernie stated that in the 



 

2 

 

bigger picture, the identification of gaps is a part of what the WQMP will attempt 
to do. It was then suggested that instead of stating how much DOT spends on 
average for winter road and highway maintenance, it might be a good idea to 
state that the amount in funding will be variable, depending on how intense the 
winter is. It was suggested that variable impacts from climate change might also 
affect annual spending.  
 
Summary of Resource Based Priorities 

Sue gave a very brief synopsis of the ranking results. The idea of 
“prevention” received the top ranking, specifically dealing with drinking water 
protection. This will be discussed further at the March meeting. 
 
 
Draft Goals and Policies for Agriculture 
  Ernie kicked off the next topic for discussion. He started with a mention of a 
recent Providence Journal top story about the growth of agriculture in the State. 
Rhode Island seems to be one of only a handful of states where agriculture is 
actually expanding. The definition of a farm though, may not be universal. 
Between the state and the federal government, there are three ways to define a 
farm. RI General Laws define a farm as being one where at least $10,000 was 
earned as gross income in each of the preceding 4 years. Ernie continued with 
some background info on the history of monitoring in agriculture. In the early 
2000’s, elevated levels of nitrates were detected around turf farms for example. 
Many of the issues have been addressed since then. Farmers are encouraged to 
adopt a conservation plan. The Water Efficiency Act of 2010 2009 was mentioned 
as an example where an agricultural conservation plan is beneficial. Nancy added 
that the agricultural community became increasingly concerned with water use. 
 Having a conservation plan though, was seen as just a first step. Currently, 
there is little to no follow up after plans are done. More resources are needed to 
help implement these plans. Discussion ensued on whether to reuire such plans if 
the State buy development rights from farmers and how to enage BMPs. There are 
no state regulations which target pollution from farms. According to Chris 
Modisette, there is also a federal farm protection program where a conservation 
plan is needed in order to qualify for federal dollars. Gary Casabona added that the 
participants in the federal program must meet state requirements, or they would 
lose eligibility and benefits. Jared asked approximately what percent of farms take 
part in the program. The estimate was about 15% for small farms and about 30% 
for large farms.  
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Ernie moved on to the topic of pesticide used, where the general rules are 
more concise. “The label is the law” is a term commonly used in pesticides 
meaning that pesticides may not be used in a way that is inconsistent with their 
labeled use. In the 1980’s there were some issues with a particular pesticide used 
for potato crops, but there are not many problems showing up today. June stated 
that DOH is very concerned with finding evidence of pesticides in drinking water. 
There have been cases where pesticides did show up, but attention is usually 
brought to the matter immediately and it clears up. Sue also pointed out that 
certain chemicals used to combat mosquitoes may have an effect on aquatic 
species such as lobster. 

The discussion shifted to wildlife and water fowl. Sue started by saying any 
waterfowl management techniques in particular, must be approved by the property 
manager/owner. There are not a lot of opetion which are easy to do. Gary then 
went on to discuss several methods/programs for waterfowl management including 
“Geese Peace”, which is a PETA and Humane Society endorsed method. He stated 
that NRCS does not offer assistance for monitoring, but does provide support in 
habitat management. Sue pointed out that when dealing with water fowl issues, 
we need collective participation, or we will just be moving the problem around. Vin 
said that the WQMP should acknowledge the issue because it is mentioned in 
several TMDLs. 
 
Aquatic Habitat and Restoration: 
Coastal Wetlands (CRMC) 
 Jim Boyd of CRMC started a presentation which looked at several issues in 
coastal wetlands, including wetland inundation from climate change. Several of the 
slides in the presentation showed maps of sea-level rise (SLR) scenarios of 3 and 5 
feet. CRMC has developed several goals related to the SLR threat including the 
development of marsh mitigation modeling, identification of existing vulnerable 
wetlands, identification of impacted upland parcels and the development of new 
CRMC coastal strategies. 
 Caitlin Chaffee of CRMC began to discuss SLR in more detail and the threat 
of salt marsh “die back”. This concept deals with rapid change sin plant community 
composition as accretion rates are not keeping pace with SLR. From 1996 to 2012, 
there has been a 59% loss of high marsh. Several management adaptation 
strategies exist. For one, the practice of creek and “runnel” excavation can be 
beneficial. This is and other small scale alterations of mash hydrology though, are 
just seen as attempts to buy more time.  
 Several groups are diligently working to research and document the problem 
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of salt marsh preservation and restoration. A RI Salt Marsh Working group works 
with EPA, Save the Bay and other entities. On April 16th at Save the Bay, there will 
be a workshop focused on the most current research on this topic.  
 
Sue mentioned that we will discuss the other aquatic habitat issues; fish passage, 
dam removal and stream flow at the next meeting. 
 
Next Meeting Date  
The group agreed upon a date of March 11th for the next meeting. Also, another 
March meeting will be held on the 25th.  
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