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Comprehensive Plan Narrative Report:

Natural Resources

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Natural
Resources planning.

Accomplishments Include: Construction of NBC combined sewer overflow abatement
tunnel Phase Il initiated in summer of 2021; City awarded $180,000 in Brownfield
Revolving Loan Fund supplemental funding to recapitalize program - $1,180,000 total;
Remediation of former Tidewater Coal Manufacturing Gas site initiated in late 2021 -
approximately 11.5 acres along the blackstone river; Pine Street complete streets
infrastructure completed including drainage gardens; Riverfront Commission joined
Blackstone Watershed Collaborative

Impediments Include: Cost of public sewer infrastructure capacity and condition
upgrades remain incremental and largley emergency based due to extensive costs but

Open Space and Recreation

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Open Space and
Recreation planning.

Accomplishments Include: $1,000,000 investment in renovation of Payne Park in
Woodlawn neighborhood; East Street pocket park overlook at Blackstone River
completed in 2019; Taft Street Community Garden facility expanded and relocated to
the Varieur School; Slater Park and Vets Park facility upgrades including treet planting,
drainage, and court resurfacing; Max Read public athletic complex completed in late
2016; 60% design plans complete for Blackstone Bikeway expensaion segments Il & Il

Impedements Include: Blackstone Bikeway regulatory and route challenges have
delayed implementation; Development pressure on non deed restricted open space



Historic and Cultural Resources

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Historical and
Cultural Resources planning.

Accomplishments Include: Adoption of Percent for Public Art Ordinance associated
with city subsidized construction projects - delivery of three public art projects; Five
residential properties designated as local historic since 2018; Completed historic
inventory for Conant Thread transit oriented district to discourage significant
demolition; Historic Rehab projects: 390 Pine Street (SHRI Yoga), 145 Randall Street
(Moore Mill), 65 Blackstone Ave, Public Library Dome, 81 Park Place (Church Hill
Grammar School (RIHPHC award); Slater Mill complex designated as national park in
2021

Impedements Include: Significant fire damage to Conant Thread-Coates and Clark
National Historic District; Demolition of National Register eligible properties - Hose

Housing

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Housing
planning.

Accomplishments Include: Affordable Housing Projects - 54-78 Middle Street (10
units), 155 Division Street (2 units), 50 Mavis Street (5 units), 38 Japonica Street (5
units), 237 Randall Street (1 units). Properties acquired for affordable housing
development - 160 Beechwood Avenue, 0 Fountain Street

Market Rate Housing - 593 Mineral Spring Avenue (52 Units), 145 Randall Street (58
units), 200 Esten Avenue (149 units), 479 West Avenue (16 units), 396 Weeden
Street (40 units), 81 Park Place (14 units)

Impedements Include: Proposed zoning ordlnance amendment to expand |ncent|ves
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Economic Development

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Economic
Development planning.

Accomplishments Include: Creation of a Director of Commerce position to expand
development incentives and assist arear businesses; Design a commerce web page
to improve public access to resources; allocated 42 Covid emergency grants and
forgivable loans through the PBDC to support local small businesses; Construction
initiated on Pawtucket-Central Falls Commuter Rail Station; State TIF legislation
approved to provided significant financing and bonding capacity to support large-scale
development projects like Tidewater Landing;

Impedements Include: Increasing construction costs; pandemic related economic
impacts; loss of established community businesses



Services and Facilities

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Services and
Facilities planning.

Accomplishments Include: Restoration of historic library Dome Room; NBC CSO
project initiated to alleviate combined wastewater overflow occurances; Max Read
field improvements; significant public school improvements including Nathanael
Greent and Henry Winters Schools; 73% of City roads repaved since 2011; Capital
Improvement Programs approved bi-annually since 2017.

Impedements Include: Cost of capital improvements, specifically sewer and water;

feasibility of public high school improvements; closure of Memorial Hospital; cost of
transfer station upgrades

Transportation/Circulation

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Transportation
planning.

Accomplishments Include: Construction initiated on multi-modal transit hub for
commuter rail and RIPTA bus service; Broad Street regeneration project under
construction with RIDOT to include paving, signal upgrades, turning radii
improvements, street trees, and bike lanes; Conant Street, Pine Street, East Street
bridge repairs; 73% of City roads repaved since 2011; Electric Scooter pilot program
agreement completed; Exchange Street bus shelter improvements.

Impedements Include: Traffic patterns and infrastructure limiting more two-way traffic
circulation around the downtown; Extensive street parking limiting more pedestrian,
bike, and public transit improvements; Street clearing during snow events



Natural Hazards

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Natural Hazards
planning.

Accomplishments Include: Completion of multi-jurisdictional hazard mitigation plan with
City of Central Falls; Historic Slater Mill dam repair in 2019; NBC CSO tunnel project
initiated; Emergency generators purchased for more shelter facilities; heating and
cooling centers maintained during extreme temperature events; expanded green
infrastructure to ofsett heat island impact; Riverbank repair projects along Taft Street to
better handle erosion; Maintained FEMA Nation Flood Insurance rating through 2023

Impedements Include: Funding for large-scale infrastructure improvements like
underground or elevated utility lines; Cost and available land associated with
construction of a centrally located public safety complex

Land Use

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Land Use
planning.

Accomplishments Include: Establishment of Conant Thread transit oriented
development district with accompanying zoning amenedments to allow for more
residential density, reduce parking requirements, mixed-uses, and historic mill reuse;
Pursuing additional recreation and open space along the Blackstone/Seekonk River in
coordination with DEM and National Park Service

Impediments Include: High demand for residential development that encrouches on to
established commercial and industrial zoned land.



Agriculture

In one paragraph, please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments
for Agriculture planning.

Accomplishments Include: Relocation and expansion of the Taft Street community
garden to include educational programming with the Pawtucket Public School system;
Completed lease agreement with Roots 2 Empower to establish Sherman Street
Community Garden; Annual investment in Daggat Farm maintenance and upgrades
(Slater Park); Private agriculture organizations expanded and established include
Jordan's Jungle and Homegrown; Galego Court community garden enhancements
completed in 2022.

Impedements Include: Limited viable land for for agriculture use

Water Supply

In one paragraph, please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments
for Water Supply planning.

Accomplishments Include: Blackstone River Water Quality record improved with
2018-2022 DEM monitoring and assessment report; 2021 PWSB Water Quality
Report approved by EPA; Pawtucket Riverfront Commission join Blackstone
Watershed Collaboration - ZAP cleanup event scheduled for August 2022.

Impedements Include: Incremental water main infrastructure upgrades required.

Energy

In one paragraph, please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments
for Energy planning.

Accomplishments Include: Zoning Ordinance amendments intended to streamline
residential and commercial solar projects adopted; City reached agreement with
National Grid regarding transition to LED street lighting; Investment in public library
and City Hall HVAC upgrades; Slater Mill Dam repaired in part to maintain 1.3 MW
hydroelectric facility on Roosevelt Avenue.

Impedements Include: Significant public investment in public facilities inprovements
still required to upgrade energy efficiency, particularly heating and cooling costs for
public school, Department of Public Works, and animal shelter.



If your municipality includes elements to your comprehensive plan that are unique to needs and
characters of your community, please list them below. This section lists topics, that may be
covered in more than one element of a comprehensive plan. For example, agriculture must be
considered in economic development but may also be covered in natural resources and/or open
space. The issue of water supply must be considered in services and facilities but is frequently
covered as part of natural resources as well. Similarly, production and consumption of energy
falls under services and facilities but many comprehensive plans have included it as a separate
element. If you choose, you may list other topics as relevant for your comprehensive plan.

Other

Please list any comprehensive plan elements unique to your community and summarize
implementation accomplishments and impediments for these elements.



	Community: Pawtucket
	When Was Your Comprehensive Plan Approved: 2017
	Name and Contact Information of Staff Memberss Providing Responses: Jay Rosa, Dept. of Planning & Redevelopment
	Text1: jrosa@pawtucketri.com; (401) 728-0500 x450
	Text2: Accomplishments Include: Construction of NBC combined sewer overflow abatement tunnel Phase III initiated in summer of 2021; City awarded $180,000 in Brownfield Revolving Loan Fund supplemental funding to recapitalize program - $1,180,000 total; Remediation of former Tidewater Coal Manufacturing Gas site initiated in late 2021 - approximately 11.5 acres along the blackstone river;  Pine Street complete streets infrastructure completed including drainage gardens; Riverfront Commission joined Blackstone Watershed Collaborative

Impediments Include: Cost of public sewer infrastructure capacity and condition upgrades remain incremental and largley emergency based due to extensive costs but continues to be itemized in bi-annual CIP; Limited staff capacity to complete regular inspection of stomrwater bmp maintenance and operation - particularly privately miantained infrastructure as required by MS4
	Text3: Accomplishments Include: $1,000,000 investment in renovation of Payne Park in Woodlawn neighborhood; East Street pocket park overlook at Blackstone River completed in 2019; Taft Street Community Garden facility expanded and relocated to the Varieur School; Slater Park and Vets Park facility upgrades including treet planting, drainage, and court resurfacing; Max Read public athletic complex completed in late 2016; 60% design plans complete for Blackstone Bikeway expensaion segments II & III

Impedements Include: Blackstone Bikeway regulatory and route challenges have delayed implementation; Development pressure on non deed restricted open space
	Text4: Accomplishments Include: Adoption of Percent for Public Art Ordinance associated with city subsidized construction projects - delivery of three public art projects; Five residential properties designated as local historic since 2018; Completed historic inventory for Conant Thread transit oriented district to discourage significant demolition; Historic Rehab projects: 390 Pine Street (SHRI Yoga), 145 Randall Street (Moore Mill), 65 Blackstone Ave, Public Library Dome, 81 Park Place (Church Hill Grammar School (RIHPHC award); Slater Mill complex designated as national park in 2021

Impedements Include: Significant fire damage to Conant Thread-Coates and Clark National Historic District; Demolition of National Register eligible properties - Hose Company #6 (636 Central Avenue), Ice House (Waverly Place)
	Text5: Accomplishments Include: Affordable Housing Projects - 54-78 Middle Street (10 units), 155 Division Street (2 units), 50 Mavis Street (5 units), 38 Japonica Street (5 units), 237 Randall Street (1 units). Properties acquired for affordable housing development - 160 Beechwood Avenue, 0 Fountain Street

Market Rate Housing - 593 Mineral Spring Avenue (52 Units), 145 Randall Street (58 units), 200 Esten Avenue (149 units), 479 West Avenue (16 units), 396 Weeden Street (40 units), 81 Park Place (14 units)

Impedements Include: Proposed zoning ordinance amendment to expand incentives and density bonuses for production of affordable housing denied by City Council, Overall cost to develop affordable housing units, limited developable land, Brownfield remediation requirements that complicate new construction and historic rehabilitation projects
	Text6: Accomplishments Include: Creation of a Director of Commerce position to expand development incentives and assist arear businesses; Design a commerce web page to improve public access to resources; allocated 42 Covid emergency grants and forgivable loans through the PBDC to support local small businesses; Construction initiated on Pawtucket-Central Falls Commuter Rail Station; State TIF legislation approved to provided significant financing and bonding capacity to support large-scale development projects like Tidewater Landing; 

Impedements Include: Increasing construction costs; pandemic related economic impacts; loss of established community businesses
	Text7: Accomplishments Include: Restoration of historic library Dome Room; NBC CSO project initiated to alleviate combined wastewater overflow occurances; Max Read field improvements; significant public school improvements including Nathanael Greent and Henry Winters Schools; 73% of City roads repaved since 2011; Capital Improvement Programs approved bi-annually since 2017.

Impedements Include: Cost of capital improvements, specifically sewer and water; feasibility of public high school improvements; closure of Memorial Hospital; cost of transfer station upgrades
	Text8: Accomplishments Include: Construction initiated on multi-modal transit hub for commuter rail and RIPTA bus service; Broad Street regeneration project under construction with RIDOT to include paving, signal upgrades, turning radii improvements, street trees, and bike lanes; Conant Street, Pine Street, East Street bridge repairs; 73% of City roads repaved since 2011; Electric Scooter pilot program agreement completed; Exchange Street bus shelter improvements.

Impedements Include: Traffic patterns and infrastructure limiting more two-way traffic circulation around the downtown; Extensive street parking limiting more pedestrian, bike, and public transit improvements; Street clearing during snow events
	Text9: Accomplishments Include: Completion of multi-jurisdictional hazard mitigation plan with City of Central Falls; Historic Slater Mill dam repair in 2019; NBC CSO tunnel project initiated; Emergency generators purchased for more shelter facilities; heating and cooling centers maintained during extreme temperature events; expanded green infrastructure to ofsett heat island impact; Riverbank repair projects along Taft Street to better handle erosion; Maintained FEMA Nation Flood Insurance rating through 2023

Impedements Include: Funding for large-scale infrastructure improvements like underground or elevated utility lines; Cost and available land associated with construction of a centrally located public safety complex 
	Text10: Accomplishments Include: Establishment of Conant Thread transit oriented development district with accompanying zoning amenedments to allow for more residential density, reduce parking requirements, mixed-uses, and historic mill reuse; Pursuing additional recreation and open space along the Blackstone/Seekonk River in coordination with DEM and National Park Service

Impediments Include: High demand for residential development that encrouches on to established commercial and industrial zoned land.
	Text11: Accomplishments Include: Relocation and expansion of the Taft Street community garden to include educational programming with the Pawtucket Public School system; Completed lease agreement with Roots 2 Empower to establish Sherman Street Community Garden; Annual investment in Daggat Farm maintenance and upgrades (Slater Park); Private agriculture organizations expanded and established include Jordan's Jungle and Homegrown; Galego Court community garden enhancements completed in 2022.

Impedements Include: Limited viable land for for agriculture use
	Text12: Accomplishments Include: Blackstone River Water Quality record improved with 2018-2022 DEM monitoring and assessment report; 2021 PWSB Water Quality Report approved by EPA; Pawtucket Riverfront Commission join Blackstone Watershed Collaboration - ZAP cleanup event scheduled for August 2022.

Impedements Include: Incremental water main infrastructure upgrades required.
	Text13: Accomplishments Include: Zoning Ordinance amendments intended to streamline residential and commercial solar projects adopted; City reached agreement with National Grid regarding transition to LED street lighting; Investment in public library and City Hall HVAC upgrades; Slater Mill Dam repaired in part to maintain 1.3 MW hydroelectric facility on Roosevelt Avenue.

Impedements Include: Significant public investment in public facilities inprovements still required to upgrade energy efficiency, particularly heating and cooling costs for public school, Department of Public Works, and animal shelter.
	Text14: 


