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February 27, 2023 

The Honorable Dominick J. Ruggerio 

President, Rhode Island Senate 

State House, Room 318 

Providence, RI 02903 

The Honorable Joseph K. Shekarchi 

Speaker, Rhode Island House of Representatives 

State House, Room 323 

Providence, RI 02903 

Stefan Pryor 

Secretary, Department of Housing 

One Capitol Hill 

Providence, RI 02908 

Re: New Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Reporting Requirement to the Legislature 

Dear President Ruggerio, Speaker Shekarchi, and Secretary Pryor: 

In June 2022, the General Assembly passed a bill that made several changes to Sections 45-24-31 and 

45-24-37 of the Rhode Island General Laws (RIGL) of Chapter 45-24 2 entitled "Zoning Ordinances" that 

changed the definition of and standards for an accessory dwelling unit (ADU). An accessory dwelling unit 

is now defined under law as: 

A residential living unit on the same parcel where the primary use is a legally established single­

unit or multi-unit dwelling. An ADU provides complete independent living facilities for one or 

more persons. It may take various forms including, but not limited to a detached unit; a unit that 

is part of an accessory structure, such as a detached garage; or a unit that is part of an expanded 

or remodeled primary dwelling. 










