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Introduction

The Rhode Island Division of Statewide Planning (RIDSP), in partnership with multiple Rhode Island state
agencies, developed a platform to better align social equity policies, decisions, and outcomes into our
planning process. The platform is intended to increase social equity data transparency and to overlay the
unique justice issues communities across the state face.

This project was originally envisioned as a way to significantly revamp and expand the transportation
equity benefit analysis (TEBA) methodology that Statewide Planning currently uses to evaluate RI
transportation investments, including those in the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) and
the Long Range Transportation Plan. The effort quickly developed into a Tool much broader in scope that
could serve additional purposes and address a wide variety of topic areas.

The RI Social Equity Data Platform pulls together more than 37 spatial data indicators on public health,
environmental justice, socioeconomics, and transportation into one easy-to-use, publicly accessible
platform. The Platform is intended to help with the initial stage of incorporating equity into policies,
plans, and practices — identifying how certain quantifiable burdens are distributed across population
groups across the state. The Platform does not designate any specific areas as “equity areas,” but rather
displays the extent of individual indicators of burden for every census tract in the state.

This data can be used to understand the issues that may face a particular geographic area, the needs the
population might have, and how to focus engagement resources. For instance, if a high percentage of
the population in a project has limited English proficiency, staff can use that information to inform
whether they should hire interpreters and seek out and/or partner with community organizations
familiar with the population. If there are many traffic fatalities in the area, staff can be sure to ask about
people’s experiences with traffic safety and what improvements can be made where. This data provides
hints as to what needs a community might have, and what may be important to incorporate during
community outreach and engagement. This Platform provides data needed to start to the conversation,
but it is not an end in and of itself.

RIDSP also expects this Platform to inform how public investments are made, including understanding
the following:

e The needs of a community through meaningful public engagement.

e How a community is impacted by lack of transportation investments and options.

e How a community is impacted by public health burdens

e How a community is impacted by environmental burdens

e What benefits a project may create, who will receive them, and how they will alleviate how the
community is experiencing disadvantage.

Lastly, this Platform is intended to help with the writing of grant applications, by providing easy-to-access
statistics, maps, and graphics that can help illustrate the needs and benefits for grant funding across
many issues.

The Social Equity Platform cannot paint a complete picture of all the equity issues and opportunities in a
community. The data in this platform, or any data, is insufficient to understand this fully. Users must
continue their analysis with other equity tools, including qualitative data they might acquire through
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meetings with community-based organizations, media sources, and previous work done in the area.
Historical accounts are also key in understanding why injustices exist and persist. Most importantly, users
must engage directly and deeply with the community to understand their experience, and what they see
as their strengths, needs, and opportunities.

The following table (Table 1) displays the indicators included in the Platform:

GINI Economic Inequality Index
People without a High School Diploma
Unemployment
People under the Federal Poverty Line
People with Limited English Proficiency

People of Color
People with a Disability
Single Parent

Age
Severely Rent-Burdened Household
Energy Burden
Access to Internet

Socioeconomic

Renters
Transportation Cost Burden
>30 Min Commute
Traffic Fatalities
Public Transit Access

Transportation Insecurity

Transportation Access
Walkability
No Vehicle
Asthma
Diabetes
Low Life Expectancy
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Access to Medical Facilities

Heart Disease

Diesel Particulate

Air Toxics Cancer Risk
Traffic Proximity
PM2.5
Ozone
Homes Built Before 1960
Access to Green and Blue Spaces
Tree Canopy

Climate Hazards
Proximity to Impaired Water Bodies
Proximity to Hazardous Sites




Methodology

Overview
The indicators in the Platform were selected using a two-step process. The initial draft selection was
made by vote of the Social Equity Working Group, a group comprised of thirteen State Agencies:

e Rhode Island Division of Statewide Planning

e Rhode Island Department of Transportation

o Rhode Island Department of Health

o Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management
e Rhode Island Housing

e Rhode Island Office of Health and Human Services

e Rhode Island Public Transit Authority

e Rhode Island Emergency Management Agency

e Rhode Island Governor’s Office

e Rhode Island Governor’s Commission on Disabilities
e Rhode Island Office of Energy Resources

e Rhode Island Infrastructure Bank

e Narragansett Bay Estuary Program

The Working Group chose the highest priority indicators that had data available from reliable sources
and were likely to be regularly updated. RIDSP staff then created a draft version of the Platform and
conducted community and stakeholder engagement to inform what the final Platform, and its indicators,
would be.

After community engagement results were logged and summarized, the Social Equity Working Group
met again in June 2024 to make final decisions regarding the contents and features of the Platform.
RIDSP staff executed those decisions and finalized the Platform by September 2024.

Community Engagement Summary

Rhode Island Division of Statewide Planning (RIDSP) staff conducted public and stakeholder engagement
during the spring of 2024. These sessions included background on the development of the platform, a
demonstration of the platform, and an interactive discussion to gather feedback and ideas for
improvement. Table 2 lists the engagement activities that RIDSP staff engaged in to solicit input on the
draft Platform.

Meeting Type Date

Public Meetings

Transportation Advisory Council (TAC) meeting February 22, 2024
State Planning Council (SPC) meeting May 9, 2024
Virtual Learning Sessions

12PM - 1PM April 24, 2024
5:30PM - 6:30PM April 24,2024
Stakeholder Meetings

Health Equity Institute’s Community Office Hours March 28, 2024




Environmental Justice / Community Orgs meeting April 2, 2024
Grow Smart RI’s Power of Place Summit May 3, 2024
HEZ Learning Community May 14, 2024
RIDOH Epis and Evaluators May 15, 2024

Public meetings were advertised on the Secretary of State’s Open Meetings Portal. Virtual listening
sessions were advertised to the RIDSP contact database and monthly newsletter.

We received over 100 individual comments during our engagement. The overall reception of the
platform was positive — everyone we heard from felt it would be useful. Many saw a particular use for
the platform to aid with grant writing. The most common type of feedback received was for individual
indicators to be added to the platform, which are logged in Appendix A within the complete catalog of
comments. We also received feedback on making the platform more user-friendly for non-GIS users,
including providing ways for people to submit basic queries and print reports without requiring multi-
step interactions with the map. We received some comments appreciating the use of “authoritative”
data from federal sources, and some comments asking for more local data that may better portray the
unique context of our communities. Some also desired to see more non-deficit data, to make the
platform more balanced in portraying communities where positive things also exist and deserve
recognition. Lastly, some comments spoke to the need to provide more context and meaning making of
the data, including pointing to root causes of inequities and qualitative experiences of people on the
ground.

Based on these comments, we made the following changes to the Platform:

- Added the following indicators:
o Socioeconomic
= Age: Over 65 + Age: Under 18 (same indicator page, two layers)
=  Access to broadband internet
o Environmental
= Access to green space and blue space (coastal shoreline access)
= Sea level rise + flooding (added to Climate Hazards page)
=  Proximity to impaired water bodies
=  Tree canopy
o Health
= Drive and walk access to medical facilities
o Transportation
=  Transportation Access Score
=  Public transportation access
- Added links to the following off-platform resources/data:
o Rl Zoning Atlas
RIDOH MyNeighborhood platform
RIDOH Health Equity Measures
Rl long-range transportation plan
Watersheds on RIGIS
Neighborhood boundaries on RIGIS

O O O O O
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Congressional districts on RIGIS

Census language data / ACS Living Atlas
Rl Food Policy Access Database
STORMTOOLS flooding data on RIGIS

- Added the following capabilities / features:

O

O O O O O

Docked pop-up

Revised basemap

Text section on Resources

Municipality as a field by which to sort and filter

Feedback form to collect additional suggestions for improving the Platform
How To Use video

Please see Appendix A for a full list of comments received and response to those comments.



Data

The final version of the Platform includes the following indicators and data sources (Table 3):

joeconomic

Soc

GINI Economic
Inequality Index

A statistical measure of inequality within
a population, ranging from 0 to 1, with 0
indicating perfect equality (everyone has
the same income) and 1 indicating
perfect inequality (one person has all the
income)

USDOT Equitable

Transportation
Communities Explorer

People without a
High School Diploma

Percent of total population aged over 25
who has not attained a high school
diploma

ACS 2018 - 2022
Educational Attainment
Variables, Table B15002

Unemployment

Percent of civilian labor force reported as
unemployed

USDOT Equitable

Transportation
Communities Explorer

People under the
Federal Poverty Line

Percent of population that earns income
below the Federal Poverty Level

ACS 2018 - 2022
Poverty Status
Variables, Tables
B17020 & C17002

People with Limited
English Proficiency

Person above the age of 5 years, who do
not speak English at least “well” as their
primary language or had a limited ability
to read, speak, write, or understand
English at least “well”, as defined by the
U.S. Census.

ACS 2018 — 2022
English Ability and
Linguistic Isolation
Variables, Table B16004

People of Color

Percent of the population that identifies
as people of color, including the following
identities:
e Hispanic or Latino (of any race)
e Black and African American, Not
Hispanic or Latino
e American Indian and Alaska Native,
Not Hispanic or Latino
® Asian, Not Hispanic or Latino
e  Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific
Islander, Not Hispanic or Latino

e Two or More Races, Not Hispanic or
Latino

e Other Races, Not Hispanic or Latino

ACS 2018 — 2022 Race
and Hispanic Origin
Variables, Table B03002

People with a
Disability

Percent of the civilian, non-
institutionalized population that identify
as having a disability.

ACS 2018 — 2022
Disability by Type
Variables, Table(s):
B18101, B18102,
B18103, B18104,
B18105, B18106,
B18107, C18108,

Single Parent

Percent of households with children that
have only one parent present

ACS 2018 - 2022 Living
Arrangement Variables,
Table BO9005
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https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=83d5769516624206abb28eb6629f03ca
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=679bbd97c4454a4c8fbd6cab79562080
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=679bbd97c4454a4c8fbd6cab79562080

Age

Percent of population over 65 years old,
and percent of population under 18 years
old

ACS 2018 - 2022
Population Variables,
Table B01001

Severely Rent-
Burdened Household

Percent of renter-occupied households
that are severely rent-burdened.
Households that are severely rent-
burdened spend over 50 percent of their
income each month on gross rent
(contract rent plus tenant-paid utilities).

ACS 2018 - 2022
Housing Cost Variables,
Table B25070

Energy Burden

Percentile for energy burden, calculated
as average annual energy cost per
household ($) divided by average
household income

US CEQ Climate and
Environmental Justice

Screening Tool

Access to Internet

Percent of households with no internet
access

ACS 2018 - 2022
Internet Connectivity
Variables, Table B28002

Renters

Percent of occupied housing units not
occupied by property owners

ACS 2018 - 2022
Housing Units
Occupancy Variables,
Table B25003

Transportation

Transportation Cost
Burden

Index score for transportation costs as a
percent of income for the regional typical
household. This index includes the
following indicators: Calculated average
annual cost of transportation as a
percent of household income, cost of gas,
cost of transit, time value of money, time
to work, median income, vehicle miles
traveled, vehicle finance charges, cost of
maintenance, insurance costs

USDOT Equitable

Transportation
Communities Explorer

>30 Min Commute

Percent of total population with a drive
time to employment greater than or
equal to 30 minutes

ACS 2018 — 2022 Travel
Time to Work
Variables, Table BO8303

Traffic Fatalities

Rate of traffic fatalities per 100,000
people. This is based off the 5-year rolling
average from 2016 — 2020.

USDOT Equitable

Transportation
Communities Explorer

Public Transit Access

Frequency of transit services per square
mile

USDOT Equitable

Transportation
Communities Explorer

Transportation
Insecurity

Composite score of Transportation
Access, Cost Burden, and Safety Scores

USDOT Equitable

Transportation
Communities Explorer
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Index score for level of access to
destinations using various modes of
travel. This index includes the following
indicators: percent of households with no
car, average commute time to work,
frequency of transit services per square

USDOT Equitable

Transportation
Communities Explorer

Transportation mile, jobs within a 45-minute drive,
Access estimated average drive time to points of
interest (minutes), and estimated average
walk time to points of interest (minutes)
A composite EPA index of economic and USDOT Equitable
- built environment characteristics Transportation
Walkability . . "
representing the extent to which the Communities Explorer
location is not supportive to walking
Percent of total population with no USDOT Equitable
No Vehicle vehicle(s) available Transportation
Communities Explorer
Percentile for asthma rate among adults CDC PLACES
Asthma
. Percentile for diabetes rate among adults | CDC PLACES
Diabetes
-
= Percentile for average number of years of | US CEQ Climate and
(48] Low Life Expectancy | life a person who has attained a given age | Environmental Justice
Q can expect to live Screening Tool
I Access to Medical Estimated average drive time to medical USDOT Equitable
. facilities; estimated average walk time to | Transportation
Facilities medical facilities Communities Explorer
. Percentile for coronary heart disease rate | CDC PLACES
Heart Disease
among adults
Percentile (state) for Diesel particulate USDOT Equitable
Diesel Particulate matter level in air Transportation
Communities Explorer
Percentile (state) for levels of air toxics in | USDOT Equitable
- the air from sources like industrial Transportation
B facilities and vehicular emissions, causing | Communities Explorer
c Air Toxics Cancer Risk | health problems such as respiratory
Q issues, heart disease, neurological
E problems, increased risk of certain
cC cancers, and elevated mortality
@) EJ Index for percentage of the census USDOT Equitable
A Traffic Proximity tract within 1 mile of high-volume roads | Transportation
> (functional classification 1-3) Communities Explorer
c Percentile (state) for PM2.5 level in air USDOT Equitable
Ll PM2.5 Transportation
Communities Explorer
Percentile (state) for Ozone level in air USDOT Equitable
Ozone Transportation

Communities Explorer
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Homes Built Before
1960

Percent of housing units built before
1960 (lead paint indicator)

USDOT Equitable

Transportation
Communities Explorer

Access to Green and
Blue Spaces

Percent of land area that is covered by
impervious surface or cropland; Walk
time to parks; Public access points to the
shoreline of Narragansett Bay and Rhode
Island coastal waters

USDOT Equitable

Transportation
Communities Explorer

Public Shoreline Access

features service, URI
EDC, RIGIS, RI Coastal
Resources
Management Council;
RI Dept. of
Environmental
Management;
University of Rhode
Island Coastal
Resources Center

Tree Canopy

Percent of census tract block groups in
the urban areas covered with tree
canopy

American Forests Tree
Equity Score

Climate Hazards

Expected annual loss of life, building
value and agricultural value from 18
climate hazards; Percent of tract
inundated by 0.5 sea level increase by
2100; Statewide flood hazard areas

U.S. Department of
Homeland Security
Federal Emergency
Management Agency.
National Risk Index
https://hazards.fema
.gov/nri/

USDOT Equitable
Transportation
Communities Explorer
URI Environmental
Data Center and RIGIS
Digital Flood Insurance

Rate Map (DFIRM)
databases for Rhode
Island

Proximity to Impaired
Water Bodies

Percent of tract that intersects with a
Watershed containing impaired water(s)

USDOT Equitable

Transportation
Communities Explorer

Proximity to
Hazardous Sites

Percentage of census tract within 1 miles
of a hazardous site. Examples of these
sites include brownfields and superfund
sites which have been identified by the
Environmental Protection Agency as
contaminated by hazardous materials.

USDOT Equitable

Transportation
Communities Explorer
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https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0920984aa80a4362b8778d779b090723/page/ETC-Explorer---State-Results/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0920984aa80a4362b8778d779b090723/page/ETC-Explorer---State-Results/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0920984aa80a4362b8778d779b090723/page/ETC-Explorer---State-Results/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0920984aa80a4362b8778d779b090723/page/ETC-Explorer---State-Results/
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https://rigis-edc.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/edc::public-shoreline-access/explore
https://rigis-edc.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/edc::public-shoreline-access/explore
https://www.treeequityscore.org/methodology
https://www.treeequityscore.org/methodology
https://hazards.fema.gov/nri/
https://hazards.fema.gov/nri/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0920984aa80a4362b8778d779b090723/page/ETC-Explorer---State-Results/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0920984aa80a4362b8778d779b090723/page/ETC-Explorer---State-Results/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0920984aa80a4362b8778d779b090723/page/ETC-Explorer---State-Results/
https://www.rigis.org/datasets/114e5ac8fd8142708764a95aada4166d_1/explore?location=41.579214%2C-71.507908%2C9.74&showTable=true
https://www.rigis.org/datasets/114e5ac8fd8142708764a95aada4166d_1/explore?location=41.579214%2C-71.507908%2C9.74&showTable=true
https://www.rigis.org/datasets/114e5ac8fd8142708764a95aada4166d_1/explore?location=41.579214%2C-71.507908%2C9.74&showTable=true
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0920984aa80a4362b8778d779b090723/page/ETC-Explorer---State-Results/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0920984aa80a4362b8778d779b090723/page/ETC-Explorer---State-Results/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0920984aa80a4362b8778d779b090723/page/ETC-Explorer---State-Results/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0920984aa80a4362b8778d779b090723/page/ETC-Explorer---State-Results/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0920984aa80a4362b8778d779b090723/page/ETC-Explorer---State-Results/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0920984aa80a4362b8778d779b090723/page/ETC-Explorer---State-Results/

The metadata in the shapefiles provides a codebook that describes each attribute along with its source
as well.

All indicators are displayed at the census tract level, except Tree Equity Score (census tract block group),
Public Shoreline Access (point), and Flood Hazard Area (zone polygons). The data displayed differs for
each indicator, but often includes the State percentile, National percentile, or rate/proportion. The
sources for the data are the following:

e U.S. Council on Environmental Quality, Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST):
https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/#3/33.47/-97.5

e U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT)'s Equitable Transportation Community (ETC)
Explorer:
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0920984aa80a4362b8778d779b090723/page/ETC-
Explorer---State-Results/

e U.S. Center for Disease Control (CDC)'s PLACES:
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=3b7221d4e47740cab9235b839fa55cd7

e U.S. Census Bureau's American Community Survey: https://data.census.gov/

e Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)'s National Risk Index:
https://hazards.fema.gov/nri/

e Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management Environmental Justice Areas:
https://dem.ri.gov/environmental-protection-bureau/initiatives/environmental-justice

e Rhode Island Department of Health's Health Equity Zones:
https://health.ri.gov/data/healthequity/

e URI Environmental Data Center and RIGIS Digital Flood Insurance Rate Map (DFIRM) for Rhode
Island:
https://www.rigis.org/datasets/114e5ac8fd8142708764a95aada4166d 1/explore?location=41.5
79214%2C-71.507908%2C9.74&showTable=true

e American Forests’ Tree Equity Score: https://www.treeequityscore.org/methodology

e URI EDC, RIGIS’s Public Shoreline Access features service: https://rigis-
edc.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/edc::public-shoreline-access/explore

User Interface

This Platform is an ArcGIS Experience Builder platform. For information on how to use the platform,
please see our training video: *Coming Soon*

Feedback Opportunities

This is intended to be a living platform. Not only will we make annual updates, but we are also always
looking for feedback to improve the platform. Please submit any questions, comments, or proposed
changes here: https://planning.ri.commentinput.com?id=eKfadQJHG
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https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/#3/33.47/-97.5
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0920984aa80a4362b8778d779b090723/page/ETC-Explorer---State-Results/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0920984aa80a4362b8778d779b090723/page/ETC-Explorer---State-Results/
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=3b7221d4e47740cab9235b839fa55cd7
https://data.census.gov/
https://hazards.fema.gov/nri/
https://dem.ri.gov/environmental-protection-bureau/initiatives/environmental-justice
https://health.ri.gov/data/healthequity/
https://www.rigis.org/datasets/114e5ac8fd8142708764a95aada4166d_1/explore?location=41.579214%2C-71.507908%2C9.74&showTable=true
https://www.rigis.org/datasets/114e5ac8fd8142708764a95aada4166d_1/explore?location=41.579214%2C-71.507908%2C9.74&showTable=true
https://www.treeequityscore.org/methodology
https://rigis-edc.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/edc::public-shoreline-access/explore
https://rigis-edc.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/edc::public-shoreline-access/explore
https://planning.ri.commentinput.com/?id=eKfadQJHG

Appendix A. Community Engagement Comment Log

Please see Table 4 for the full comment log from all community engagement events that took place from
March to June 2024, including 104 comments. If you don’t see your comment or feel misrepresented,
please do not hesitate to reach out via the comment portal:
https://planning.ri.commentinput.com?id=eKfadQJHG.

Agency Event Comment Response
Rhode Island One on one Printable static information is | Incorporated sort/filter by
Department of meeting helpful to have for municipality, with print button as
Environmental community organizations and | an interim measure. Future
Management the public versions could have well-
designed printable maps with
summary info for each city.
Rhode Island One on one Historical immigrant U.S. Census ancestry data will be
Department of meeting populations are important - considered for future versions -
Environmental could be data to include, but | the main issue is huge margins of
Management also engaging with those error in the data; Future versions
groups will highlight what will also consider targeted
indicators they would care engagement with cultural groups
about
Rhode Island One on one Ensure engagement considers | Spanish translation was
Department of meeting language access advertised for virtual listening
Environmental sessions upon request;
Management Additional language with LEP
communities will be considered
for future updates.
Rhode Island One on one Check out WRWC mapping Staff explored WRWC mapping
Department of meeting tools tools
Environmental
Management
Rhode Island One on one Consider adding watershed Cartographic boundaries were
Department of meeting boundaries kept simple to avoid too much
Environmental clutter. However, users can add
Management data to the map, and the RIGIS
database that includes the
watershed boundaries is linked
for easy access.
Rhode Island One on one Explore native species Unable to find data for this
Department of meeting mapping indicator but will keep in mind
Environmental for future versions.
Management
Public Transportation | Will the shared folders be All data from the platform will be
Advisory downloadable from the available for download.
Committee portal?
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https://planning.ri.commentinput.com/?id=eKfadQJHG
https://risegis.ri.gov/hosting/rest/services/RIDEM/Watersheds/MapServer
https://risegis.ri.gov/hosting/rest/services/RIDEM/Watersheds/MapServer
https://risegis.ri.gov/hosting/rest/services/RIDEM/Watersheds/MapServer
https://risegis.ri.gov/hosting/rest/services/RIDEM/Watersheds/MapServer
https://risegis.ri.gov/hosting/rest/services/RIDEM/Watersheds/MapServer
https://risegis.ri.gov/hosting/rest/services/RIDEM/Watersheds/MapServer
https://risegis.ri.gov/hosting/rest/services/RIDEM/Watersheds/MapServer

Agency Event Comment Response
Bike Newport Transportation | Who will have access to Platform will be publicly
Advisory platform? accessible.
Committee
Bike Newport Transportation | How was the data populated? | The first draft indicators were
Advisory chosen by the Working Group,
Committee composed of more than 10 state
and regional agency
representatives. Data was
populated from various federal
government sources. The final
indicators included will be
determined by public and
stakeholder engagement.
Bike Newport Transportation | Is data or methods shared We have not shared this with
Advisory with different states on a other states in its draft form, but
Committee national level? staff will be presenting on the
tool at the Association for
Metropolitan Planning
Organizations (AMPO). We
looked to many other states to
determine our methods and
data, particularly
CalEnviroScreen's Indicator
Maps, so the methodology has
similarities.
Rhode Island E-mail low tree canopy and % Access to green (walk/drive time
Department of greenspace could also be to parks, pervious surface cover)
Health good factors to add on the and blue spaces (public water
environmental hazards access points), as well as tree
canopy, were all added to the
platform
Rhode Island Transportation | How is data integrity People can add their own data to
Department of Advisory maintained when thereisan | the maps, but it will only show
Transportation Committee "add data" feature for the up for themselves in that one
map? browser session. That data will
not be added to the map for
everyone else to view.
City of Transportation | Is there room to add a data The public and stakeholder
Providence Advisory source that is helpful for engagement was intended to
Committee everyone? gather ideas for data that would

be helpful to add. The final
platform also includes a feedback
form where anyone can submit
suggestions at any time.
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Agency Event Comment Response
Woonasquatucket | Transportation | Will all the state agencies At this point, state agencies have
River Watershed | Advisory adopt this platform as the not discussed adopting this
Council Committee state's Justice40 Planning platform in any official capacity.
Map?
Woonasquatucket | Transportation | Can watershed data be Cartographic boundaries were
River Watershed | Advisory implemented? kept simple to avoid too much
Council Committee clutter on the map. However,
users can add data to the map,
and the RIGIS database that
includes the watershed
boundaries is linked for easy
access.
Grow Smart Rl Transportation | Origin of traffic fatalities Fatal crashes are published as
Advisory part of the LRTP, and will be
Committee linked on the fatalities indicator
page.
Rhode Island Transportation | Are indicators in align with This Platform is not directly
Public Transit Advisory performance measures for aligned with the LRTP
Authority (RIPTA) | Committee LRTP performance measures, because
it includes a broader spread of
equity indicators. Where
indicators do align with LRTP
performance measures, a link
will be provided to the LRTP
website.
Rhode Island Transportation | Is it possible to A link to the MyNeighborhood
Department of Advisory overlay/integrate the My tool will be added once it is
Health Committee Neighborhood tool public.
City of East Transportation | Can reports be generated Users may filter the data by its
Providence Advisory from tool? fields, and may print snapshots
Committee from the map, but they are not
comprehensive reports. More
reporting features will be
explored in the future.
Rhode Island Health Equity | How do we examine the Since the data will be updated

Department of
Health

Institute -
Community
Office Hours

documentation of going
through and showing
improvements in particular
census tracts in RI? For
instance — sidewalk program

yearly, in future versions we can
consider including historical data
and information on progress
made year over year.

Rhode Island
Department of
Health

Health Equity
Institute -
Community
Office Hours

State of Rl does not have to
report that information
anywhere? Such as handicap
accessibility? Where would
that live?

RIDOT does track some of that
information. Performance
measures are tracked and posted
on our website/submitted to
FHWA.
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https://risegis.ri.gov/hosting/rest/services/RIDEM/Watersheds/MapServer
https://risegis.ri.gov/hosting/rest/services/RIDEM/Watersheds/MapServer
https://risegis.ri.gov/hosting/rest/services/RIDEM/Watersheds/MapServer
https://risegis.ri.gov/hosting/rest/services/RIDEM/Watersheds/MapServer
https://risegis.ri.gov/hosting/rest/services/RIDEM/Watersheds/MapServer
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Agency Event Comment Response

Rhode Island Health Equity | Any intention of adding more | Another health indicator, access

Department of Institute - health burdens? to medical facilities, has been

Health Community added based on engagement and
Office Hours coordination with RIDOH.

Additional health metrics are
available on RIDOH's
MyNeighborhood platform,
which will be linked on the
Health page of this Platform.

RIDOH

Rhode Island
Department of
Health

Health Equity
Institute -
Community
Office Hours

Cancers such as colorectal
and breast cancer should be
considered as they impact
racial/ethnic populations
disproportionally.

For this version, health indicators
were limited to those that are
very directly linked to impacts
from the built environment.
However, additional health data
is linked on each health indicator

page

West Warwick Health Equity | Is there a metric for housing Staff could not find data on

Health Equity Institute - insecurities? housing insecurity but will

Zone (HEZ) Community continue to look for future
Office Hours versions.

Rhode Island Health Equity | Hypertension as well as For this version, health indicators

Department of Institute - cancers should be included in | were limited to those that are

Health Community diseases. very directly linked to impacts
Office Hours from the built environment.

However, additional health data
is linked on each health indicator

page

Rhode Island
Department of
Health

Health Equity
Institute -
Community
Office Hours

Food establishments —
bringing data sources
together —is there a plan to
host these layers to
download and use them?
Talks with RIGIS?

Access to food data is still in
development by other agencies,
but this platform includes a link
to the Food Access data from the
Rl Food Policy Council

West End
Community
Center

Health Equity
Institute -
Community
Office Hours

Is there going to be anything
indicating the strength of
areas or just deficient?

Because this was developed
based on the Justice 40 work, it
was developed with mostly
deficit data that is often
requested on federal grant
applications, though some
indicators are not necessarily
deficit only (such as walkability
and the socioeconomic
indicators). However, more
indicators were added following
this comment, including public
access points to water, access to

15




Agency

Event

Comment

Response

parks, and tree canopy.
Additionally, a "resources"
section was added that provides
links to ongoing efforts,
resources, and opportunities
related to the topic that highlight
positive efforts.

Rhode Island
Department of
Health

Health Equity
Institute -
Community
Office Hours

Is there a way to show where
the certain bills have been
passed to address equity, and
what needs to be met in
certain communities to meet
legislature goals?

Where there is targeted
legislation, staff have worked to
include information in the
Resources section. If there are
things we have missed, users can
always submit a comment
through the feedback form and
we can add itin.

Rhode Island
Department of
Health

Health Equity
Institute -
Community
Office Hours

Burden of disease layer?

This was not included in this first
version, due to focusing more on
health data this is impacted
more directly by the built
environment. However, this
could be explored for a spin-off
project in the future.

Rhode Island
Department of
Health

Health Equity
Institute -
Community
Office Hours

Anything to show burdens
over time?

This was not included in this first
version, due to the time that
would be required to add in
historical data. However, this
could be explored for future
versions.

West Warwick
Health Equity
Zone (HEZ)

Health Equity
Institute -
Community
Office Hours

Have we thought about
adding housing development
metrics for SFH and MFH?
That impacts housing
situations. Could we add this
data in some way? Or
housing phases?

Rl Zoning Atlas mapped zoning
across the State, and staff added
a link to the Atlas. Development
tracking and land use data
doesn't exist at the state level
that staff could find at this time.

Health Equity
Institute

Health Equity
Institute -
Community
Office Hours

What is the difference
between my neighborhood
and this platform?

MyNeighborhood ties data
directly to the Health Equity
Measures, whereas this platform
includes a broader spread of
indicators of equity across built
environment sectors.
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Agency Event Comment Response
Rhode Island HEZ Learning Can trend data be integrated | This was not included in this first
Department of Community into platform? version, due to the time that
Health Presentation would be required to add in

Call historical data. However, this

could be explored for future
versions.

Rhode Island HEZ Learning | Congressional districts? Cartographic boundaries were
Department of Community kept fairly simple to avoid too
Health Presentation much clutter on the map.

Call However, users can add data to
the map, and the RIGIS database
that includes the congressional
district boundaries is linked for
easy access.

Groundwork April 3 call Public water access points Public water access points were
Rhode Island added to the platform under
"Access to green and blue
spaces"
Groundwork April 3 call Layer that shows tree canopy | Tree Canopy indicators were
Rhode Island coverage added to the platform under
"Access to green and blue
spaces"
Groundwork April 3 call Native plant layer Unable to find data for this
Rhode Island indicator, but will keep in mind
for future versions.
Groundwork April 3 call Flood map Flood data was added to the
Rhode Island platform under "Climate
Hazards"
Racial and April 16 call Public water access points Public water access points were
Environmental added to the platform under
Justice "Access to green and blue
Committee of spaces"
Providence
Racial and April 16 call cancer under health burden For this version, health indicators
Environmental were limited to those that are
Justice very directly linked to impacts
Committee of from the built environment.
Providence However, additional health data
is linked on each health indicator
page
Racial and April 16 call maternal health For this version, health indicators
Environmental were limited to those that are
Justice very directly linked to impacts
Committee of from the built environment.
Providence However, additional health data
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Agency Event Comment Response
is linked on each health indicator
page
Racial and April 16 call green space Access to green space was added
Environmental to the platform under "Access to
Justice green and blue spaces"
Committee of
Providence
Racial and April 16 call food access and gardens and | Access to food data is still in
Environmental farms development by other agencies,
Justice but this platform includes a link
Committee of to the Food Access data from the
Providence Rl Food Policy Council
Racial and April 16 call flooding Flood data was added to the
Environmental platform under "Climate
Justice Hazards"
Committee of
Providence
Racial and April 16 call public transportation access This indicator was added to the
Environmental platform under "Access to Public
Justice Transportation"
Committee of
Providence
Racial and April 16 call Version 2 - what do I still not | A small blurb is included that
Environmental have an answer to from this brings some explanation on the
Justice platform? Often, its "why is Why. Will explore adding more
Committee of this so" context and meaning-making in
Providence future versions of the platform.
Racial and April 16 call Version 2 - our orgs dataand | Will explore including more on-
Environmental evidence is the experience of | the-ground experience /
Justice people on the ground qualitative data in future
Committee of versions.
Providence
Racial and April 16 call Press and media are We will work use multiple
Environmental necessary once launched avenues to spread the word of
Justice the Platform's launch, and will
Committee of work with our communications
Providence team to determine if a press
release is appropriate.
u.s. Email on proximity to impaired water This indicator was added to the
Environmental 4/22/24 for recreation and fishing platform under "Proximity to
Protection Impaired Water Bodies"

Agency (EPA)
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Agency

Event

Comment

Response

Power of
Place Summit

How would you/your
organization use this

platform? Grant Applications.

baseline analysis, for state
guide, plan elements. Zoning
overlay in municipalities to
see impacts on various
indicators.

No response required

Power of
Place Summit

How would you/your
organization use this
platform? Municipal comp
planning. Grant applications.
Community partnerships.
Design of pilot projects.
Compliment qualitative info
collected in communities.

No response required

Power of
Place Summit

How would you/your
organization use this
platform? Internal planning.
Funding.

No response required

Power of
Place Summit

What would make this
platform more useful and
accurate? Change blue tones
for high-light.

Since this selection color is
common across ESRI products,
we will keep it for uniformity for
now. If we continue to hear
people having issues moving
forward, we are able to change
it.

Power of
Place Summit

mental health data.

For this version, health indicators
were limited to those that are
very directly linked to impacts
from the built environment.
However, additional health data
is linked on each health indicator

page

Power of
Place Summit

Define EJ zones on more
granular data.

Will consider more granular data
and EJ zones in future versions,
in cooperation with RIDEM.

Power of
Place Summit

More regional approach -
include boundary census
tracts to MA and CT

Will considering including in
future versions.

Power of
Place Summit

What would make this
platform more useful and
accurate? City of Providence
neighborhood boundaries
and layer.

Cartographic boundaries were
kept fairly simple to avoid too
much clutter on the map.
However, users can add data to
the map, and the RIGIS database
that includes many boundary
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Agency

Event

Comment

Response

layers is linked for easy access.
Will explore adding more
neighborhood data in future
versions.

Power of
Place Summit

USDA food access security
indicators.

Access to food data is still in
development by other agencies,
but this platform includes a link
to the Food Access data from the
Rl Food Policy Council

Power of
Place Summit

Low income

Staff were unable to find data on
proportion of households that
are low income that is up to date
and being consistently updated.
We do have people living in
poverty as an indicator. For
future versions, we'll continue to
look for a good data source for
this.

Power of
Place Summit

What should be done for
version 2? Ability to overlay
and/or select by municipal
boundaries.

Staff have made it possible to
filter by municipal boundaries.

Power of
Place Summit

How would you/your
organization use this
platform? Integrate into or
link from RI Food Policy
Councils data dashboard.

Link for the food policy
dashboard is included under
"Access to Medical Facilities"

Power of
Place Summit

Would use for Grants, master
planning/community plans,
community engagement
outreach.

No response required

Power of
Place Summit

Overlays for specific grant
requirements (i.e. SS4A,
historically disadvantaged
communities.)

No additional layers were
identified based on a quick
survey of federal grant programs.
If any do come up, they will be
considered for future versions.

Power of
Place Summit

What should be done for
version 2? Spatial temporal.

This was not included in this first
version, due to the time that
would be required to add in
historical data. However, this
could be explored for future
versions.

Power of
Place Summit

Explore prosperity now
scoreboard (e.g. data
collection for key categories).

Staff explored the scoreboard
and will keep in mind as
resources when brainstorming
for future versions.
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Agency Event Comment Response
Power of Include estimates and This was not included in this first
Place Summit | projections. version, due to the time that

would be required to add in
projection data. However, this
could be explored for future
versions.

Power of
Place Summit

Category with employment
(e.g. gig workers).

Unable to find dataset for gig
workers, will continue to explore
for future.

Power of
Place Summit

What would make this
platform more useful and
accurate? More detail when
you click an area of map (city,
town, relevant details).

Municipality information is now
included in the pop ups for all
indicators. Will explore adding
pop up information for
municipalities as a whole in the
future.

Power of
Place Summit

Create it's own social equity
index.

Will explore for future versions.

Power of
Place Summit

Difference between FPL and
200% FPL.

Clarified this in the informational
text.

Power of
Place Summit

Stormwater, infrastructure,
and insurance percentage.

Indicators on flooding and sea
level rise have been added under
"Climate Hazards." Staff were
unable to find data on utilities
and insurance.

Power of
Place Summit

Add veterans data,

Unable to find granular data for
this indicator.

Power of
Place Summit

homeless data.

Unable to find data for this
indicator.

Power of
Place Summit

Add age data: % older adults
by census tract.

This indicator was added under
llAgeII

Power of
Place Summit

Rising sea levels and loss of
coastline.

Indicators on flooding and sea
level rise have been added under
"Climate Hazards."

Power of
Place Summit

Layering the maps from
different sections.

The indicators can be layered in
the Home map. A training video
will be created so users can see
how this is done.

Power of
Place Summit

Add substance abuse

For this version, health indicators
were limited to those that are
very directly linked to impacts
from the built environment.
However, additional health data
is linked on each health indicator

page
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Agency

Event

Comment

Response

Power of
Place Summit

and incarceration data.

Unable to find data for this
indicator.

Power of
Place Summit

What should be done for
version 2? Add age layer.

This indicator was added under
IlAgell

Power of
Place Summit

Food Desert layer.

Access to food data is still in
development by other agencies,
but this platform includes a link
to the Food Access data from the
Rl Food Policy Council

Power of
Place Summit

Housing needs layer.

Unable to find data for this
indicator.

Power of
Place Summit

Broadband layer.

This indicator was added under
"Access to Internet"

Power of
Place Summit

What would make this
platform more useful and
accurate? Report of all
indicators., for municipal /
tract

Added municipality as filter
option. Can export an excel
document for just the filtered
data. Will explore more
comprehensive reporting
features in future versions.

Power of
Place Summit

Public health policy section.

Will explore for future versions

Power of
Place Summit

Less shared real
estate(larger/print).

We have docked the pop-up to
reduce shared real estate. We
will continue to look for ways to
improve the readability moving
forward.

Power of Local data to replace federal Will explore additional local data

Place Summit | data. sources for future versions

May HEZ Is it possible to show This was not included in this first

Learning historical data over time? version, due to the time that

Community would be required to add in
historical data. However, this
could be explored for future
versions.

May HEZ Food access data layer? Access to food data is still in

Learning development by other agencies,

Community but this platform includes a link
to the Food Access data from the
Rl Food Policy Council

May HEZ What is the source of data? All data sources are located at

Learning Need for grant writing. the bottom of the text box for

Community each indicator.

May HEZ Add low/mod income data Staff were unable to find data on

Learning layer proportion of households that

Community are low income that is up to date
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Agency Event Comment Response

and being consistently updated.
We do have people living in
poverty as an indicator. For
future versions, we'll continue to
look for a good data source for
this.

May HEZ Tobacco usage data For this version, health indicators

Learning were limited to those that are

Community very directly linked to impacts
from the built environment.
However, additional health data
is linked on each health indicator
page

May HEZ Water and data utilities layer | Unable to find data for this

Learning indicator.

Community

May HEZ Maternal outcomes data For this version, health indicators

Learning layer were limited to those that are

Community very directly linked to impacts
from the built environment.
However, additional health data
is linked on each health indicator
page

May HEZ Industry related health Unable to find data for this, will

Learning outcomes (healthcare continue searching for future

Community workers, factory workers, versions.

etc.).

May HEZ Primary care data, An indicator was added for

Learning "access to medical facilities."

Community Unable to find data on primary
care visits specifically.

May HEZ behavioral health services, For this version, health indicators

Learning were limited to those that are

Community very directly linked to impacts
from the built environment.
However, additional health data
is linked on each health indicator
page

May HEZ Medicaid populations For this version, health indicators

Learning were limited to those that are

Community very directly linked to impacts

from the built environment.
However, additional health data
is linked on each health indicator

page
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Agency Event Comment Response
Information May HEZ What data is not currently The engagement report catalogs
futures lab Learning available that we might all suggested indicators and
Community need/use? indicates where the data is
currently unavailable.
Information May HEZ Difference between showing | An explanation and link to
futures lab Learning race and the effects of redlining maps is included under
Community racism. For instance, "People of Color." Will explore
redlining. future versions that could
provide more context for these
indicators and the impact of
racism.
Rhode Island RIDOH Epis overdose heat map For this version, health indicators

Department of
Health

and Evaluators

were limited to those that are
very directly linked to impacts
from the built environment.
However, additional health data
is linked on each health indicator

page

Rhode Island
Department of
Health

RIDOH Epis
and Evaluators

Federally qualified health
centers, childcare centers,
schools, nursing centers,
correctional facilities (from
COVID focus areas)

One indicator on "Access to
Medical Facilities" was added.
Additional layers for childcare,
schools, nursing centers, and
correctional facilities could be
explored for future versions.

Rhode Island
Department of
Health

RIDOH Epis
and Evaluators

Lack of childcare

Unable to find data for this, will
continue searching for future
versions.

Rhode Island
Department of
Health

RIDOH Epis
and Evaluators

Lack of access to public
transit

This was added under "Access to
Public Transportation"

Rhode Island
Department of
Health

RIDOH Epis
and Evaluators

Health care access
(recognizing may not be good
data for this)

The indicator for "Access to
Medical Facilities" was added.
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