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Comprehensive Plan Narrative Report:

Natural Resources

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Natural
Resources planning.

The town has been active in implementing the following actions in conjunction with the
Natural Resources Element:

1) Master plan approval of a Conservation Development at 300 Buxton Street. Action
item 4.c.1 and Policy item 4.b

2) Land acquisition of 124-acre site on Mattity Road in conjunction with a solar
development. Town is immediately preserving approximately 87 acres of land in
conservation and will ultimately preserve the remaining 37 acres after a 25-year lease
back to the solar company expires. Action item 2.b.2 Policy item 4.b

3) TC currently negotiating with property owner to purchase approximately 74+ acres of
open space property off Route 7 under pressure of development. The property may
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Open Space and Recreation

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Open Space and
Recreation planning.

The town has been active in implementing the following actions in conjunction with the
Open Space & Recreation Element:

1) Town decommissioned and remediated the former Halliwell School property. The
town razed and removed the existing buildings and considering construction of a new
multi-generational center and public gymnasium. Town received a $4 mill Federal
appropriation toward construction of the multi-generational center. Town also received
$1 Federal appropriation for active and passive recreation activities at the Halliwell site.
Goal 1 and Policy item 1.b,

2) Town Council worked with NS Land Trust to approve resolution to establish a public
land trust as authorized in RIGL 45-36.1, over Plat: 12, lots: 2-6, 13, 13A, 181 & 256,
and Plat: 9, lots: 163 & 165. Action item 2.a.2.



Historic and Cultural Resources

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Historical and
Cultural Resources planning.

The town has been active in implementing the following actions in conjunction with
the Historical and Cultural Resources Element:

1) Town Council working with the NSHDC zoned 52 Grange Road (Plat: 15, lot: 58),
historically referred to as John Durrans Farm as a local historic overlay district. Goals
1 & 4 and Action item 5.a.1

2) Town Council working with the NSHDC and the Planning Office, amended the
HDC Overlay Ordinance to eliminate fees and to revise (reduce notice requirements)
for establishing local historic overlay districts. Goal 3 Policy item 3.a.

3) Memorial Town Hall upgrades - Town installed new windows and new HVAC
system and working in conjunction with the NS Heritage Society to rehabilitate the
building interior. Goal 1 & 4 and Action item 1.b.

Housing

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Housing
planning.

The town has been active in implementing the following actions in conjunction with the
Housing Element:

1)Town is currently in the process of working with a consultant to update its zoning
and subdivision regulations to comply with the recent GA changes. These changes
are intended to increase housing production in the state. In particular NS is adopting
inclusionary zoning at 20%, adaptive reuse for underutilized nonresidential properties,
and is updating the ADU regulations to allow ADU's by right. Goals 1 & 3, and Policy
3.a.

2) Planning Board held pre-submission conference with a LMI developer on a

proposed 62-unit (100% LMI) project at 1204 Pound Hill Road (Plat: 7, lot: 95).Goal 1,
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Economic Development

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Economic
Development planning.

The town has been active in implementing the following actions in conjunction with the
Economic Development Element:

1) Planning Office working with the Quonset Development Corp. (QDC) RI Ready
program, Crossman Engineering, and the property owner Sam-man Realty to
development a master plan for the Branch Village/Branch River Commerce Park (Plat:
5, lots: 65, 79 & 80). The commerce park would be developed into industrial pad sites
totaling approximately 350,000 s.f. industrial flex space. Policy 1.a and Action items
lal,1l.a3&3.c4.

2) Planning Office received RI Commerce Site Readiness Grant of $150,000 to
perform a feasibility study and 30% to install public water service along Rt146 from
Dowling Village to the Lincoln Town line. Providing public water will be a catalyst to



Services and Facilities

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Services and
Facilities planning.

The town has been active in implementing the following actions in conjunction with the
Services and Facilities Element:

1) See items 2 & 3 in the Economic Development update. The Town is investigating
the feasibility of expanding public sewer and water (from Woonsocket) along the Rt
146 corridor to support/spur economic development in the area. Goal 2 and Policy
item 2.a

2) Town completed the renovation of Kendall Dean School into the new NS Town Hall.
Goal 1 and Action item 1.a.1.

3) Town has initiated a $5 million renovation and upgrade of the NS Police Station.
This project is expected to improve the function of the building and the work
environment of the NSPD. Goal 1 and Policy item 1.a

4) Town Council approved a new sanitation and recycling service contract,
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Transportation/Circulation

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Transportation
planning.

The town has been active in implementing the following actions in conjunction with the
Transportation/Circulation Element:

1) RIDOT reconstruction of Rt 146 including the 146/Sales Hill Road flyover designed
to eliminate traffic congestion a the signalized intersection at Sales Hill Road. Goal 1
and Action item 1.c.1.

2) Town increased the general fund paving budget by $1.5 million to capitalize on the
RIDOT local roadway pavement program. Town was able to pave 18 local roads
utilizing the assessment contained in the NS pavement management study. Goal 1,
Policy 1.b and Action item 1.d.1

3) Planning Board requires a complete traffic study for all major development and
subdivisions. Action item 2.b.1



Natural Hazards

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Natural Hazards
planning.

The town has been active in implementing the following actions in conjunction with the
Natural Hazards Element:

1) The Planning Office is in the process of amending the Town's zoning ordinance,
including the solar ordinance to allow accessory solar as a matter of right rather than
the current SUP requirement. Goal 1, Policy 1.b and Action item 1.b.1.

2) The Planning Office, working along with a consultant (VHB), recently completed it's
5-year update to the NS Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP). Goal 3 and Policy 3.a

Land Use

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Land Use
planning.

The town has been active in implementing the following actions in conjunction with the
Land Use Element:

1) Town Council recently approved a zone change for O Butler Street (Plat: 3, lot; 2A)
from Manufacturing (M) to Residential Urban (RU) to comply with the Town's FLUM to
allow a multi-family residential development. Previously the M district zoning was
incompatible with the FLUM. Goals 1 & 2 and Policy 2.a.

2) See Economic Development items 1 - 4. Land Use Goal 4, Policies 4.a & 5.b.

3) See Transportation/Circulation item 1. Goal 5 Action item 5.b.1.

4) Town Council revised and amended the Water Protection Overlay District
(protecting a major aquifer area) to more closely follow/comply with RIDEM and
USEPA groundwater protection standards. Goal 7.



Agriculture

In one paragraph, please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments
for Agriculture planning.

Agriculture is included in the Natural Resources Element.

Water Supply

In one paragraph, please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments
for Water Supply planning.

Water Supply is included in the Services and Facilities Element.

Energy

In one paragraph, please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments
for Energy planning.

Energy is included in the Natural Resources Element



If your municipality includes elements to your comprehensive plan that are unique to needs and
characters of your community, please list them below. This section lists topics, that may be
covered in more than one element of a comprehensive plan. For example, agriculture must be
considered in economic development but may also be covered in natural resources and/or open
space. The issue of water supply must be considered in services and facilities but is frequently
covered as part of natural resources as well. Similarly, production and consumption of energy
falls under services and facilities but many comprehensive plans have included it as a separate
element. If you choose, you may list other topics as relevant for your comprehensive plan.

Other

Please list any comprehensive plan elements unique to your community and summarize
implementation accomplishments and impediments for these elements.
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