
 
Memorandum 

 
   February 19, 2020 

 
To: Planning Board  
From: Jonathan Stevens, Planning Director 
Cc: Mayor Mutter, Solicitor, Planning Board 
 

Re: Proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment – Diamond Hill Park  
 
As part of Mayor Mutter’s initiative to perform improvements to Diamond Hill Park, the 
Administration seeks a change in direction relating to the wetlands situated in front of the 
performing arts pavilion.  
 
Previous plans consistent with a 2013 RIDEM wetlands alteration permit called for the filling in of 
the wetland, with construction of new wetlands nearby (as an offset).  
 
The administration now seeks a new RIDEM permit for maintenance of the wetland, another 
words to dredge the top layer of organic material that has settled in the bottom and restore the 
water circulation pattern that originally existed when the wetland was constructed by RIDEM in 
the early 1980’s. Maintenance dredging is designed to restore the aesthetically pleasing 
appearance of a pond rather than the impaired marsh that currently exists.  
 
Because the 2016 Town Comprehensive Plan includes specific references to the filling of the 
wetland, the administration requests the Town Council amend the Comprehensive Plan by 
striking those references. 
 
Specifically, the request is to amend the Recreation and Open Space Action Item R12, appearing 
on p. 131 and p.183 to eliminate the reference to the wetland: 
 

Provide the following improvements at Diamond Hill Town Park: renovate Ski Lodge; 
convert the impaired wetland in front of the performing arts pavilion into a lawn area for 
audiences; refresh the park entrance to make more safe, distinctive and beautiful and 
improve public access between Diamond Hill State and Town Parks.  

 
At its meeting of February 19, 2020, the Cumberland Town Council amended the Diamond Hill 
Park Conservation and Management Plan to reflect this change (see attached). 
 
The Department recommends the Planning Board forward a favorable recommendation for 
amending the Comprehensive Plan as specified above. If approved by the Council, the 
amendment will be forward to the RI Division of Statewide Planning and State Planning Council 
for their approval. The Town will also notify RIDEM as a condition of the conveyance of the Park 
to the Town in 1998. 

 
 


