West Warwick

Community:

2020

When Was Your Comprehensive Plan Approved?

Name and Contact Information of Staff Members(s) Providing Responses:

Marilyn Shellman

mshellman@westwarwickri.org
401-827-9025

Comprehensive Plan Narrative Report:

Natural Resources

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Natural
Resources planning.

There is little opportunity to expand any recreational areas as the town is reaching
carrying capacity. The town is heavy into recreation and ongoing efforts are used to
maintain the existing facilities.

All of our golf courses are privately owned. There is no political will to make changes
at this time.

There is very little open space left but we maintain what we have.

The Pawtuxet River areas in the floodplain and floodway are carefully monitored and
protected. There is no land protection program.

Open Space and Recreation

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Open Space and
Recreation planning.

Overall, recreation in the town is well organized and there are several different sports
for youth and leagues at Riverpoint Park, our Civic Center and local neighborhood
parks that are incrementally serving those with disabilities. Pickel and Bocci ball have
been introduced at our Crompton Playground. There is a robust bike path that runs into
Cranston.

The Pawtuxet River is a congregating place for the homeless that has created some
problems for the town.

The town is moving forward with cleanup grants for old mill sites opening up
opportunities for more recreational areas on the Pawtuxet River.



Historic and Cultural Resources

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Historical and
Cultural Resources planning.

This section of the Comprehensive Plan has little teeth as the town never created a
Historic Distric Commission (HDC) or design guidelines and historic district
regulations. We do have Village design standards. Little or nothing is discussed with
regard to Historic Districts and standards. Many of our properties that are eligible as
Historic Structure have never been officially designated.

Housing

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Housing
planning.

Housing has taken an interesting and complicated turn with the new legislation.
Planned unit development is in the goals of the comp plan but there are only small
undersized lots and vacant mills remaining for development.

The town crossed the 10% threshold for affordable housing. Many of the vacant or
underutilized mill buildings are being redeveloped into large housing unit counts.

The town is pro active providing shelter for the homeless during difficult weather
conditions at our Civic Center.

Economic Development

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Economic
Development planning.

Economic Development has changed from retail to service industry business.

We have changed our use of self-storage from goods to contractor service uses in the
self storage type buildings. Contractor services and recreational uses are increasing
in the town. Small business incubators are in some of our larger mill complexes along
with housing as mixed use.

The town is underway in property buy outs on the Pawtuxet River that are repetitive
losses.



Services and Facilities

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Services and
Facilities planning.

Solid Waste. It is impractical to conduct backyard composting or municipal
composting due to the lack of area to conduct this and to discourage rats. The town
has purchased a chipper to chip brush and limbs for mulch.

Wastewater and Sewer. The town does excise impact fees to our neighboring towns
of Coventry, East Greenwich, West Greenwich and Warwick for sewer disposal and
treatment. With the increase in housing many developments, many cannot move
forward because the shared lines from neighboring town are under capacity and
upgrades to these lines will need to be upgraded to accomodate the increase flow.
There are no combined sewer and stormwater in the town.

Stormwater,. Stormwater and flooding are a chronic and ongoing problem for the
town. Upgrades to the system are ongoing but responding to emergenies delays
meaningful upgrades and repairs to the system.

Transportation/Circulation

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Transportation
planning.

Transportation needs are a challenge in town. Many individuals need public
transportation. RIDOT has serviced the town with a pilot program for smaller buses
as well as the regular commuter schedule.

Many roads in the town were sized for smaller vehicles and less volume. These areas
are stressed and the town is evaluating our circulation patterns and turning radii for
emergency vehicles and the larger buses. The town is working with the Safe Streets
program as well as Complete Streets for the redesign of problem intersections and
current traffic patterns . There will be a re-evaluation of the one-way traffic patterns.
The town has entered program with Beta Engineering on a computerized pavement
management system with priority areas. This our second year in this program.
Sidewalks and curbing are also improved as each street is improved.

The town has not prepared a bicycle path master plan. However, the Pawtuxet River
Authority and the town have worked to maintain the bicycle path.

Another issue in our goals is for our senior population. The West Warwick Senior
Center does an excellent job helping seniors with their individual transportation needs.



Natural Hazards

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Natural Hazards
planning.

The HMP was renewed for five years with updated materials and accomplishments.
Zoning and land-use changes require careful decisions, often conflicting with
landowner expectations in hazard areas. Officials apply best management practices to
prevent structural failures and protect public health during climate events. Federal
funding supports incremental buyouts of repetitive-loss properties. A challenge with
RIEMA involves pre-FEMA structures now in floodplains or floodways, creating
compliance issues and potential enforcement. Solutions are in development. Public
outreach uses the Red-Alert system and town website to inform residents of weather
impacts and provide emergency service and shelter details. Sidewalk and tree
concerns primarily involve state-owned roads under separate jurisdiction.

Land Use

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Land Use
planning.

To date all zoning and land -use regulations have been revised to comply with state
mandates. The use table has also been revised to remove land uses that no longer
app;y in 2025. All housing unit types are permitted in all zones except the Business
Park (BP) zone. Tor this town, PUD's are no longer applicable as lot sizes are too
small to accommodate the principles of a PUD (Planned Unit Development).

Trying to control on and off street parking will be a future problem due to the reduced
on iste parking requirements for residential occupancy. Access for emergency
vehicles with inadequate road width and turning radius is becoming a safety issue. An
unanticipated consequence of reducing on site parking???

The town does not have a historic district commission (HDC) or a Land Trust.

With the new laws, non-conforming lots of record can now be developed without
zoning relief and using the modification provision to reduce overcrowding.



Agriculture

In one paragraph, please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments
for Agriculture planning.

There is little to no local farming in the town but we do provide for a farmer's market
during the growing season.

Water Supply

In one paragraph, please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments
for Water Supply planning.

All water supply issues are governed by Kent County Water Authority(KCWA). All
drought management during drought is noticed over the town's Red Alert System.

The town has recently changed the storm-water management strategy from a
detention system to a retention system to reduce off-site flooding.

Energy

In one paragraph, please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments
for Energy planning.

The town has solar panels on the field house and the civic center as well as 3
windmills in Coventry.



If your municipality includes elements to your comprehensive plan that are unique to needs and
characters of your community, please list them below. This section lists topics, that may be
covered in more than one element of a comprehensive plan. For example, agriculture must be
considered in economic development but may also be covered in natural resources and/or open
space. The issue of water supply must be considered in services and facilities but is frequently
covered as part of natural resources as well. Similarly, production and consumption of energy
falls under services and facilities but many comprehensive plans have included it as a separate
element. If you choose, you may list other topics as relevant for your comprehensive plan.

Other

Please list any comprehensive plan elements unique to your community and summarize
implementation accomplishments and impediments for these elements.

The responses to address the goals and objective section of the Comprehensive
Plan.

| found this section to be redundant and a bit confusing given the historic uses and
settlement patterns in the town. It was very long too and could be condensed in
the next 10 year update. We'll keep track of that.



