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Attendance - The final count was 87 participants from 29 communities with 17 
speakers/staff  which totaled 104 attendees 
 
• Pre-event there were 104 pre-registered local officals with  17 Speakers/staff  
expected for an anticipated 121 persons  
•  83 pre-registered local officials showed up  
• There were 4 walk-in local officials 
• There were  7 pre-event cancellations and  21 no shows that were pre-registered. 

 
Exit surveys - 82 Exit Surveys were collected in which most attendees expressed satisfaction for time well spent and an event well 
managed. Not all questions were answered on every survey. Responses ranged from people who just checked standard boxes sup-
plied and no write in comments to a few people who had to use the back of the sheet to continue their comments.  

 
Question 1 asked if the Summit was informative. 

• 76 agreed the Summit was informative  

• 2 disagreed  

• 4 had no opinion 
 

Question 2 asked if the information presented would help in roles as a board /commission member. 

• 78 agreed the Summit was helpful to their role on a board  

• 2 disagreed  

• 2 had no opinion 
 

Question 3 was a write in answer and asked for an interest in more board training on write in topics. A break out of these 
answers is on the next page. Not all responses had write in answers. 
 
Question 4 asked for recommendations for improving the Summit for next year. 

• 68 said do nothing 

• 11 said extend  to a full day & provide more sessions 

• 5 recommended another time of year  

• 2 suggested regional summits verses a Statewide Summit 

• 1 suggested having different municipalities host the Summit 
 
Write-in statements submitted were appreciative and grateful for the training provided. Only 2 opinions submitted said otherwise, 
that “hearing about how to get training” as opposed to “providing topical technical content” was not helpful in relationship to the 
Stormwater Breakout Session. Some selected write-in comments. 
 

• Excellent keynote speaker. 

• This was Great! Thank you!  

• Judge Lanphear’s perspective in the process was very helpful. 

• This was very valuable. Thank you! 

• Thank you! Well Done! 

• Very helpful. Thanks so much! 

• Appreciate the education so I’m more effective in my role. 

• This was much better than last year but would rather do Zoom. 

• I appreciated the opportunity for this training and to gather with planning board members from other communities.  
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Question 3 Write In Answers 

Over 45 various topics were suggested by write-in comments. Topics have been dived by relevancy to the 14 topics listed 
in RI Gen Law Chapter 45-22-7 suggested that the training program may include. The 1st list is topics that are related to 
the Statutory designated topics and are listed by frequency of occurrence in the completed surveys. The 2nd list contains 
the more complex planning related topics which are outside the scope of the Law suggested for basic training. There was 
less frequency of occurrence and a wider range of topics covered by the 2nd list. 

 
Covered by Mandated Topics     Outside of Mandates 
 
Affordable housing requirements    Board case studies from around the State 
HDC issues/ ordinances     Evaluation of traffic studies 
New board member training    land preservation 
Recent state legislation     Pending legislation 
General planning & land use planning   Interface with other state departments/permits 
Legal responsibilities     Creating public awareness campaigns for boards 
Decisions – types & findings    Board decisions from around the State 
Comprehensive Plans     More focus on rural towns 
Stormwater      Nuisance ordinances 
Zoning       Protecting wetlands 
Zoning changes      Enforcement issues 
Zoning/planning boards     Wetland permits & approvals 
Climate change impacts to historic properties  Design & costs of green infrastructure 
Elevating historic structures    Lead & ADUs 
Property rights      CEDUs for professional certification of other organizations 
       ADUs 
       Statewide planning goals & implementation 
       Manual for historic commissioners 
       Supreme Court decisions for HDCs 
       Drinking water quality & OSWTS 
       Source protection & OSWTS 
       Building to close together 
       Commercial/residential maintenance plans 
       Housing flow chart 
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