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Legislation Enacted that Affects Local, Regional and Statewide Planning

During the 2026 Rhode Island General Assembly Session, many bills were enacted impacting local, regional, and statewide planning. The Land Use
& Education Staff of the Division scans proposed bills for a variety of legislative topics related to planning topics such as the State
Guide Plan, and Metropolitan Planning Organization responsibilities. In 2026, 3,034 total bills were scanned. This year, 152 bills were
tracked and, of these tracked bills, 24 were enacted as laws. This Summary provides a snapshot of selected enacted bills for general
information. Below are the selected bills, accompanied by links to the actual legislation on the Web. The Bills that affect the Division are shown
first, then bills related to Energy, State & Other Government, Water Supply Policy, and General Planning/Zoning/Land Development follow. Most
of the Bills were signed by the Governor and are effective upon passage. Bills not signed by the Governor but effective without the Governor’s
Signature are also noted.

RI DIVISION OF STATEWIDE PLANNING

e Senate Resolution No. 3225 SUB A as amended & House Resolution No. 7532 SUB B as amended-- JOINT RESOLUTION
CREATING A SPECIAL JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION TO STUDY SLUDGE MANAGEMENT IN RHODE ISLAND

This Resolution appoints the Division’s Associate Director (AD) or a designee to a new committee that shall report its
findings and recommendations to the General Assembly no later than April 1, 2027, and said Commission shall expire
in June 2027. According to the Resolution, sludge is defined as any solid, semisolid or liquid waste generated from a
municipal, commercial, or industrial wastewater treatment plant, water supply treatment plant, or air pollution control
facility or any other such waste having similar characteristics and effects. Effective sludge management is essential to
reduce the volumes of waste generated by wastewater treatment, mitigate environmental contamination, and to
protect public health. The purpose of said Commission is to make a comprehensive study of sludge management in RI.
= 06/22/2026 Signed by Governor

e Senate Resolution No. 3343 -- ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE REPORTING AND EXPIRATION DATES OF
THE SPECIAL LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION TO STUDY AND PROVIDE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR POTENTIAL CHANGES IN
LEGISLATION/OVERSIGHT OF THE ACT ON CLIMATE

This Resolution extends the reporting and expiration dates of an existing commission charged with providing
recommendations for potential changes in legislation/oversight of the Act on Climate to May 1, 2027, and said
commission expires in June 2027. This relates to the work of the Division as a member of the Executive Climate Change
Coordinating Council (EC4) and membership on the House Committee on Climate Change Impacts and Solutions.

=  06/03/2026 Senate passed

e House Bill No. 7127 SUB A as amended -- AN ACT MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE STATE FOR THE
FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2027

2026 RIDSP LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY

This Act is the State Budget for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2027. Noteworthy within the Budget beyond funding for
the Division is the transfer of responsibility for the maintenance of and any enforcement for the land located within the
Big River Management Area from the Water Resources Board (WRB) to the Department of Environmental Management
subject to R.I. Gen. Laws § 37-20-1. This Law states that the property shall not be sold nor shall the land be developed
in any way. The property shall be designated open space as defined in § 45-36-1(1). The use of the property as a water

Page 1 of 5



https://planning.ri.gov/
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText26/SenateText26/S3225Aaa.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText26/HouseText26/H7532Baa.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText26/SenateText26/S3343.pdf
https://climatechange.ri.gov/ri-executive-climate-change-coordinating-council-ec4-overview
https://climatechange.ri.gov/ri-executive-climate-change-coordinating-council-ec4-overview
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText26/HouseText26/H7127Aaa.pdf

reservoir, or for the development of wells and well sites together with any infrastructure necessary for the treatment,
transmission, storage and distribution of drinking water, if the WRB determines that development of groundwater is
appropriate, shall not require legislative action to remove the property from the open space definition. None of the
other responsibilities of the WRB have been changed.

= 06/12/2026 Signed by Governor

e House Resolution No. 7301 - HOUSE RESOLUTION REINSTATING THE LIFE OF AND EXTENDING THE REPORTING AND
EXPIRATION DATES OF THE SPECIAL LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION TO REVIEW AND PROVIDE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
POLICIES THAT DEAL WITH NUMEROUS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL SHORT-TERM RENTALS ISSUES
=  This Resolution reinstates and extends an existing commission to review/provide recommendations for policies that

deal with numerous economic and social short-term rentals issues to September 2026 and extends the Division’s AD or
a designee’s service on the commission. The Commission expires in January 2027.
= 02/11/2026 House passed

e House Resolution No. 7344 SUB A - HOUSE RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE REPORTING AND EXPIRATION DATES OF THE
LEGISLATIVE STUDY COMMISSION ON CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS AND SOLUTIONS
e This Resolution extends the reporting dates of an existing study commission on climate change impact and solutions to
May 2029 and extends the Division’s AD or a designee’s service on the commission.
=  06/02/2026 House passed Sub A

e House Resolution No.8601 — HOUSE RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE REPORTING AND EXPIRATION DATES OF THE
LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION TO STUDY THE ENTIRE AREA OF LAND USE, PRESERVATION, DEVELOPMENT, HOUSING,
ENVIRONMENT, AND REGULATION
e This Resolution extends the reporting and expiration dates of an existing committee that the Division’s AD serves on to

June 2027. First created in 2021, said Commission is charged to undertake a comprehensive study of the subject areas
listed in the title above across the State, and provide recommendations based upon the Study that will enable the State
to ensure and promote land use which allows for sustainable and equitable economic growth.

= 06/08/2026 House passed

ENERGY

e Senate Bill No. 2800 SUB A as amended & House Bill No. 8294 SUB A -- ABANDONED PROPERTY

=  This Law pertains to property under Court review for sale of a building(s)/ property by a receiver. It provides that an
energy storage system proposed to be located on a property for which a Court of Competent Jurisdiction has made the
necessary findings under § 34-44-4, shall be a by-right, permitted use under zoning in the municipality in which the
property is located. An energy storage system proposed to be located on such a property shall be deemed consistent
with the municipality's comprehensive plan pursuant to § 45 23-60 and shall be deemed to have no significant negative
environmental impacts pursuant to § 45 23-60. The proposed energy storage system shall proceed through the
municipality's planning and zoning procedures applicable to a by-right use and the proposed energy storage system
shall comply with ordinance requirements set forth in the municipality's industrial and/or manufacturing zone(s)
provided; however, that the maximum structural lot coverage shall not exceed 65% and the setbacks shall be at least
40 feet from all abutting structures specified in Groups A through R and S-1 as defined in Section 302 of 34
LC004500/SUB A - Page 3 of 6 LC0O04500/SUB A - Page 4 of 6 the International Building Code, and the maximum height
of the energy storage system shall not exceed 15 feet. A municipality may grant a waiver or variance from these
dimensional restrictions in accordance with existing law governing that discretion. This shall not apply in areas zoned
for residential use only and shall not modify or alter the requirements of a municipality's applicable fire, safety or health
code regulations. Any energy storage system constructed pursuant to this shall not exceed five megawatts (5MW).

e 06/24/2026 Effective without Governor's signature

STATE & OTHER GOVERNMENT

e House Bill No. 7173 as amended -- FACILITATING BUSINESS RAPID RESPONSE TO STATE DECLARED DISASTER ACT OF 2024
e This Law incorporates broadband, internet, and wireless means into the crime of injuring electric and communication
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lines and authorizes municipalities to grant zoning relief for the protection of such critical infrastructure if finding that
the property has been subject to or is at a reasonably foreseeable risk of vandalism, trespass, theft, or damage by
extreme weather or climate change related disasters.

= 06/18/2026 Signed by Governor

e House Bill No. 8101 SUB A as amended & Senate Bill No. 2912 SUB A as amended -- ABANDONED PROPERTY
= This Law changes several definitions relating to abandoned property, it adds a definition for "eligible nonprofit
corporation” which has as one of its primary purposes the production, preservation or repair of dwelling units in the
State and provides criteria for when properties are considered abandoned and or a public nuisance.
e -06/18/2026 Signed by Governor

WATER SUPPLY POLICY

e House Resolution No. 8032 SUB A as amended -- CREATING A SPECIAL LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION TO STUDY AND PROVIDE
RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE WATER SUPPLY PLANNING FOR NEW HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS IN RURAL COMMUNITIES
e This Resolution creates a new commission to study/provide recommendations for water supply planning for new
housing developments in rural communities and provide findings/recommendations to the House of Representatives
on or before June 15, 2027, and expires July 2027. According to the Resolution Findings, Rhode Island faces a housing
supply shortage that impacts all residents. Safe drinking water supplies in Rl are abundant but not infinite or equally
available throughout the State. Protecting and ensuring access to safe drinking water supplies to support existing and
future needs is a public health priority. New construction and impervious surface expansion can impact public drinking
water supply watersheds and the abundance and quality of drinking water. The development of housing needs to be
balanced with protecting drinking water resources. The purpose of said Commission is to make a comprehensive study
and provide recommendations for evaluating, planning for, and limiting the impacts of new housing development on
the safety, quality, and capacities of public water supplies and watersheds in rural communities. It appoints the Chair
of the Water Resources Board or a designee to the Committee.
= 06/08/2026 House passed Sub A as amended (floor amendment)

GENBERAL PLANNING/ZONING/ LAND DEVELOPMENT

LOW AND MODERATE INCOME HOUSING
e Senate Bill No. 2690 & House Bill No. 7778 -- LOW AND MODERATE INCOME HOUSING - 06/18/2026 Signed by Governor
e This Law requires the Executive Office of Housing or the Rl Housing and Mortgage Finance Corporation to host an online
database containing rental or sale of residential units that meet the definition of low-moderate-income housing under
§ 45-53-3 and requires owners of low-moderate-income housing, to list the property on the database with certain
exceptions in order to enable individuals to identify the different types of affordable housing they are interested in and
be alerted when developments that meet that criteria become available for lease or sale.

Also, noteworthy under this Heading there were 48 proposed bills submitted by the various municipalities of Tiverton (21),
North Providence (4), Johnston (8), Coventry (8), and Smithfield (7) addressing certain specific aspects of regulating low-
moderate income housing in their municipal zoning ordinances. Most were held for additional study by the House Committee
but a Smithfield Bill (Senate Bill No. 2895) did pass the full Senate but was not heard by the House.

ZONING ORDINANCES
e Senate Bill No. 2575 SUB A & House Bill No. 8040 SUB A as amended -- ZONING ORDINANCES - 06/19/2026 Signed by
Governor
e This Law prohibits any zoning ordinance that would place restrictions on National Alliance for Recovery Residences
(NARR) certified residential recovery residences that provide recovery support services for those people recovering
from substance use addiction and complies with standards established by the NARR for the residential use of property
that are not applicable to other residential homes.

e Senate Bill No. 3303 & House Bill No. 8005 SUB A -- ZONING ORDINANCES - 06/23/2026 Signed by Governor
e This Law sets parking standards for certain residential units. It raises the parking standard for attached single-family
dwellings up from one to no more than two off-street parking spaces per dwelling unit. It also mandates no more than
one off-street parking space per dwelling unit in a multi-family structure or development can be required, where the
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property is in a transit oriented area within a % mile radius of an existing regional mobility hub or within a % mile radius
of an existing frequent transit stop as defined in the 2020 Rhode Island Transit Master Plan or its successor.

e House Bill No. 7371 & Senate Bill No. 2273 -- ZONING ORDINANCES --06/19/2026 Signed by Governor

This Law sets a statewide maximum standard for family childcare homes. No municipality shall, by ordinance or
regulation restrict or limit the number of children provided with services and care by a Department of Human Services
licensed family childcare home provider to less than 12 children at a time subject to the provisions of Chapter 42-12.5 or
the regulations promulgated by the Department of Human Services. Municipalities must amend ordinances and
regulations to conform to this Section within 12 months of the effective date of the State Regulations promulgated by
the Department of Human Services.

AMENDMENTS TO MULTIPLE ENABLING ACTS

e Senate Bill No. 3302 & House Bill No. 8004 Sub A — AN ACT RELATING TO COURTS AND CIVIL PROCEDURE -- COURTS --
SUPERIOR COURT -- 06/23/2026 Signed by Governor

Although the title names the Courts as the subject, this Law provides numerous amendments relating to several other

land use enabling acts including the Acts for comprehensive plans, subdivision and land developments, zoning

ordinances and low-moderate-income housing. These are highlights, and readers are encouraged to review the full Law

for understanding of all the amendments. Italics indicate a direct quote from the Law.

It amends the timing of the Briefing Schedule for the Rl Land Use Court.

Comprehensive Planning - It establishes the relation to other statutes for municipal comprehensive plans
specifically to subdivision and land development regulations and zoning ordinances.

Comprehensive Permits - It amends several items related to these permits for low-moderate income housing.

e |t exempts comprehensive permit projects for low-moderate-income housing and units to be developed
under inclusionary zoning from municipal moratoriums.

e |t extends the comprehensive permit process as a voluntary “may” option to those municipalities that
have low- moderate-income housing in excess of 10% of its year-round housing unit which also have an
inclusionary zoning ordinance consistent with § 45-24-46.1.

e Beginning in January of 2027, it sets certain conditions for municipalities that achieve the 10% (to be
known as achieving communities designated by the Executive Office of Housing) which also have an
inclusionary zoning ordinance consistent with § 45-24-46.1, to be able to refuse new applications for
comprehensive permits.

e Vesting periods have not changed but standards for what is applicable written evidence when applying
for extension(s) of the period have been added.

e  Standards for judicial review of appeals of comprehensive permits are changed.

Zoning Ordinances
e The definition of a Substandard lot of record is amended.
e  Merger standards for contiguous substandard lots of record have been amended.
= Contiguous substandard lots of record in the same ownership may be required to merge only to

the extent necessary to create a lot that conforms to the dimensional requirements of the
applicable zoning district. Once a conforming lot has been created through such merger, any
remaining lot or lots shall not be deemed merged and shall retain their status as separate
substandard lots of record and shall be entitled to the protections set forth in subsection (b) of
this section. No ordinance, regulation, or administrative practice shall require the merger of
additional lots beyond that which is necessary to achieve conformity. Further merger standards
are changed. Merger of such lots shall not be required when the substandard lot of record has an
area equal to or greater than the area of 50% of the lots of record located within 200 feet of the
subject lot, unless such lots have been formally and legally merged by way of a recorded plan or
plat,

e The standard for granting use variances no longer allows for special conditions which would address
designating the exact location and nature of development.

Subdivision and Land Developments

e The definition of a buildable lot is changed.

e Thedefinition of a minor subdivision is amended along with added standards for oversized lot subdivisions
to be serviced by private wells and or on-site wastewater treatment systems.
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= Asubdivision creating 9 or fewer lots and with or without a street extension or creation,
= A subdivision of any number of lots on an existing improved public street, and
=  The stipulation that Oversized Lots are minor subdivisions has been removed.
e The standards for Administrative Subdivisions are amended.
=  Stipulations are added for incomplete applications, and the certifications time is amended to 10
days for a resubmission of an incomplete application.
=  Zoning modifications are allowed if approved by the Zoning Official. Should an application require
a modification, the review time clock is stopped until the modification request is completed by
the Zoning Official.
= |fadimensional variance is needed the application shall be reviewed by the Planning Board under
the unified development review process. The Board shall approve or deny the request(s) for the
variance(s) before considering the administrative subdivision. Approval of the variance shall be
conditioned on approval of the administrative subdivision.
= |f reviewed by the Planning Board, the Board must hold a public hearing along with considering
the recommendations of the Administrative Officer (AO) and/or the technical review committee,
if applicable, and either approve or deny the application within 65 days of certification of
completeness.
= After certification of completeness, the AO must review the application and approve or deny the
application within 20 days (raised from 15 days). Referral to the Planning Board has been
removed as an option for the AO. Also removed were the provisions for failure to act resulting in
the application being reviewed by the Planning Board. Failure to act now constitutes approval of
the application.
= Denial of the application by the AO is now appealable under § 45-23-71 or the application may
be submitted as a minor subdivision.
e The submission standards for Minor and Major Subdivisions/Land Development are amended.
= The timing of submission of state and federal permits at the final review stages is set and certain
requirements for permits required by the Department of Transportation are added.
= Re-assignment to major review by the Planning Board of a proposed minor project when the
Board is unable to make the positive findings has been removed.
e The approval standards for minor subdivisions reviewed administratively are amended.
= 1. That the application does not create additional lots.
= 2. Unless otherwise allowed by an approved modification or variance, that the moving of lot lines
does not increase any pre-existing dimensional nonconformity or create a new nonconformity.
= 3. That the application does not remove any pre-existing adequate physical or permanent access
to a street, without sufficient replacement.

DISCLAIMER: This Summary is intended solely for land use/ transportation planning purposes. It is not an exhaustive summary of the activities of
the General Assembly but rather an inventory of selected topics of interest to the Division. Planners and local officials should read each Act thoroughly
and consult with their solicitors to advise if any city/town council actions may be needed.

If you have any questions regarding this Summary, please contact either:

Nancy Hess , Paul Gonsalves or Isabelle Gillibrand
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