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Free Online Digital Tools for Planners

Summer is the perfect time for planners to
learn some new skills. Although summer
can be busier due to vacations, developing
new skills can help manage workloads
more effectively. Learning new techniques
now can help streamline future projects
while improving efficiency.

Here are a few free tools that planners can
check out:

QGIS is an open source mapping tool that
can produce high-quality, large-format print
maps, as well as reports. Compatible with
Esri, QGIS is good for the planner looking
to expand their design capabilities. QGIS
can be used to view multiple layers of
mapped data relative to one another, group
locations or elements with sets of criteria,
determine distance calculations, and create
figure ground maps. QGIS also has an
extremely active support community.

SketchUp can quickly and accurately render
three-dimensional forms. Sketchup can
visualize buildings, neighborhoods, and
even cities. SketchUp  also integrates with
Google Earth. The tool can turn contour
lines into surfaces and modify existing
terrain. It can also pull in existing site
conditions and bring in terrain imagery.
(Note that there are limitations to the
freeware version as opposed to SketchUp
Pro).

CityCAD is the world's first major CAD
application created specifically for
conceptual urban design and city
information modelling. Unlike other CAD
and GIS software, it was created for urban
planning and design from the beginning,
and can create 3D models using tried and
tested building types and urban typologies.
CityCAD is completely free of charge and
comes with getting-started guides, tutorials
and built-in online help documentation.

http://www.planning.ri.gov/
http://www.planning.ri.gov/
https://www.qgis.org/
https://sketchup.trimble.com/en/industries/urban-planning
https://www.citycad.co.uk/products/citycad


BUILD America 250 Act Update

On May 22, the U.S. House Committee on Transportation &
Infrastructure passed the Building Unrivaled Infrastructure
and Long-term Development for America’s 250th ("BUILD
America 250 Act") with strong bipartisan support.

According to the Association of Metropolitan Planning
Organizations ("AMPO"), regions and local governments
plan for, own, maintain, and operate over seventy-five

percent of the nation’s transportation infrastructure.  The bill includes provisions that
acknowledge this and give local and regional partners the authority to continue their
investments in roads, bridges, and safety improvements.

The bill is anticipated to be presented to the full House of Representatives in June of 2026.
The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee is is working on its own surface
transportation bill and is expected to release the highway portion by July 4, 2026.

Funding for the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act ("IIJA") expires on September 30,
2026. Because it is an election year, there is pressure on Congress to authorize the BUILD
America 250 Act before IIJA funding expires.

Key provisions of the BUILD America 250 Act are available in this one-page summary.

Planners on the Move

Annette Bourne, Research & Policy Director of HousingWorks RI, has retired;
Curtis Dufour, former Senior Planner with the City of Pawtucket, is a Principal
Planner with the South Kingstown Planning Department;
Jess Lance, AICP, formerly the Director of Special Projects for the Providence
Planning Department, is a Staff Planner at Horsley Witten Group;
Katie Murphy is a Principal Planner at the Providence Planning Department; and
Ashley Smith is a Planning Assistant with the City of Warwick.

Congratulations!

Upcoming Statewide Planning
Meetings

All meetings are open to the public.

Drought Steering Committee 
July 14 - 10:30AM

315 Iron Horse Way, Suite 101 -
Providence

State Planning Council
August 13 - 9AM

1 Capitol Hill (DOA), Room 2A-
Providence

Water Resources Board

PHOTO TRIVIA

Where in Rhode Island you can find
this building?

﻿
See the answer at the bottom of the

newsletter!﻿

http://www.acec.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/BUILD-America-250-Act-summary.pdf
https://wrb.ri.gov/meetings_committees.html
https://opengov.sos.ri.gov/OpenMeetingsPublic/OpenMeetingDashboard?subtopmenuId=201&EntityID=2610&MeetingID=989992
http://www.wrb.ri.gov/


August 19 - 9AM
235 Promenade St., Room 300-

Providence

Transportation Advisory Committee
August 27 - 3:00PM

235 Promenade St., Room 300-
Providence

Events

July 9 Designing Hybrid Engagement: Moving Beyond Room + Zoom. Participants will
explore how engagement choices shape whose voices are heard, how input is interpreted,
and how decisions are ultimately made. Time: 1PM-2:39PM. Free. 1.5 CM.

July 9 National Recreation Trails: FAQs for Designating Your Trail. Get details about
designating your trail(s) as a National Recreation Trail (NRT) or National Water Trail
(NWT), the benefits and process for trails to become NRTs, and more. Time: 1PP-2PM.
Free. 1 CM.

July 10 Sustainable, Resilient Streets and Trails. This presentation discusses
sustainability and resilience in the context of multimodal transportation. Time: 1PM. 1.5 CM
Credit. Free.

July 14 Ocean Hour Farm Regenerative Land Care Tour. Tour will demonstrate
regenerative agricultural practices and the critical connection between land and ocean
health. Time: 2PM. Location: 152 Harrison Avenue, Newport. Free.

July 15 MBTA: Resilience Roadmap. MBTA will present their key achievements in climate
resiliency over the past year. Time: 11:45AM. Cost: $30-$125.

July 17 Does Levittown Matter? Explore Levittown's impact on suburban development:
its history, positive and negative planning legacies, and its role as a cautionary tale about
car dependency, discrimination and racial intolerance. Time: 1PM. Free. 1.5 CM.

July 23 RI Coastal Resources Management Council Leadership Lunch will provide an
overview of how CRMC renders decisions, program initiatives, ongoing coastal zone
research, and its decision-making process. Time: 10AM-1PM. Location: District Hall, 225
Dyer St., Providence. Fee: $30-$160.

July 24 Preparing the GeoAI Workforce: Lessons from Research and Teaching. Learn
strategies to help develop strong spatial thinking, along with the AI and computational skills
needed to responsibly and effectively use these technologies in geospatial science. Time:
12PM. Free.

July 24 Mapping Heritage: Tech Tools for Preservation Planning. Explore tools such as
GIS, field data collection, and more to support preservation planning. Time: 1PM. CM
Credits: 1.5. Free.

July 30 Understanding the Costs of Driving in a Changing Energy Landscape.
Webinar will help inform the conversation around affordability of personal vehicle
transportation. Time: 1PM. Free.

https://opengov.sos.ri.gov/OpenMeetingsPublic/OpenMeetingDashboard?subtopmenuId=201&EntityID=2609&MeetingID=990771
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vVpBBQcHRJGaN-m1WNYchA#/registration
https://www.americantrails.org/training/national-recreation-trails-faqs-for-designating-your-trail-2026#eventDetails
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_iAyQrdAxQweIMXrxq76EmQ#/registration
https://oceanhourfarm.org/event/2026-regenerative-land-care-tours/
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&&destination=41.4691435,-71.3350894
https://ebcne.org/event/mbta-resilience-roadmap-part-one-of-the-webinar-series-on-climate-resiliency-in-massachusetts/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_-JAqp4wmQ3iKy8T-prv_UA#/registration
https://ebcne.org/event/coastal-resources-management-council-leadership-lunch-an-ebc-rhode-island-program-3/#registration-details
https://osu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vjsOoVpcSIi2GwAProel5w#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_IqcjWYsjQPmAy1ol_9Y67w#/registration
https://www.nationalacademies.org/projects/CAST-PSSI-25-02/event/46950


July 31 Managing for Coastal Resilience in the Built and Natural Environment.
Discussions surrounding resiliency issues facing planners and tools available to planners.
Time: 1PM-2:30PM. 1.5 CM. Free.

August 7 Promises and Perils of AI. Explore data centers for local communities, with a
focus on environmental sustainability. Time: 1PM. 1.5 CM. Free.

August 10 - 12 Association of Pedestrian & Bicycle Professionals' 2026 Conference.
APBP event has cutting-edge training and engaging networking opportunities designed to
elevate planners' work. AICP credits are available. Location: Marriot City Center,
Pittsburgh, PA. Fee: $675-$820.

August 14 Local Public Finance for Planners. Learn more about the basics of local
public financing. Time: 1PM. 1.5 CM. Free.

August 21 Planning for the Energy Transition. Hear about the work being done by ISO
New England, the non-profit in charge of managing the power grid. Time 1PM. 1.5 CM.
Free.

Grants & Deadlines

July 9 National Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grant Program supports the long‐term
conservation of coastal wetland ecosystems for the benefit of coastal communities, fish
and wildlife and their habitats, and the recreating public. 

July 9 NEA Grants for Arts Projects provides funding for organizations in the areas of
Education, Challenge America, Dance, Design & Our Town, Folk & Traditional Arts, Literary
Arts, Local Arts Agencies, Museums, Music, Presenting & Multidisciplinary Works, Theater,
and Visual/Media Arts.

July 10   Pilot Program for Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Planning provides
funding to local communities to integrate land use and transportation planning with a new
fixed guideway or core capacity transit capital investment. 

July 15 RI Emergency Management  FY 2024 State and Local Cybersecurity Grant
Program supports the continued strengthening of cybersecurity practices and resilience of
state, local, and territorial (SLT) governments to assist with managing and reducing
systemic cyber risk. 

July 15 Southeast New England Program (SNEP) Network Community Assistance
offers no-cost technical support to plan for municipal stormwater management, ecological
restoration, climate resilience, or sustainable funding projects.

July 16   U.S. DOT National Culvert Removal, Replacement, and Restoration  Grant
Program provides funding for the replacement, removal, and repair of culverts or weirs that
meaningfully improve or restore fish passage for anadromous fish.

July 17 Smart Growth America's Community Connectors program helps advance local
projects to reconnect communities separated or harmed by transportation infrastructure (in
cities of between approximately 50,000 and 500,000 in population) through one year of
training and support.

July 23 Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) grant program for
hazard mitigation activities to mitigate growing risks to communities and promote natural
hazard risk mitigation activities for resilience.

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_7cWsQhN4Q3uDBW1zpxC58g#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_IErVK8NmTuOtXYyKAk0twQ#/registration
https://www.apbp.org/2026-conference?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_B_0QdmG0QWOjmoUVqekVQg#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_B_0QdmG0QWOjmoUVqekVQg#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ew6eN-cgS8uGhYKVnjnQqQ#/registration
https://files.simpler.grants.gov/opportunities/e3189942-95a7-4798-9afb-ada9bf1b2be8/attachments/532f0e55-9e88-4448-9387-c04c2bca1776/F27AS00007_FY_2027_National_Coastal_Wetlands_Conservation_Grant_Program_Notice_of_Funding_Opportunity.pdf
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/362192
https://simpler.grants.gov/opportunity/674b2df1-2bf3-465a-a9ce-06090d1498e5
https://riema.ri.gov/fiscal-branch/non-disaster-grants
https://riema.ri.gov/fiscal-branch/non-disaster-grants
https://snepnetwork.org/2026-community-assistance-projects-solicitation/
https://files.simpler.grants.gov/opportunities/228448ea-88bb-4139-876f-b43e16258db6/attachments/2a42c8b0-7f9a-4abb-830c-d05b70a10bab/FY_2023-2026_Culvert_AOP_NOFO.pdf
https://files.simpler.grants.gov/opportunities/228448ea-88bb-4139-876f-b43e16258db6/attachments/2a42c8b0-7f9a-4abb-830c-d05b70a10bab/FY_2023-2026_Culvert_AOP_NOFO.pdf
https://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/services/community-connectors-2026/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=9fa4a6d7-9b04-446a-8f7c-1acc604e39d2
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/361620


July 30 Placemaking: Making it Happen early bird registration and scholarship
application deadline for the Project for Public Spaces’ signature three-week online course. 

July 31 RI Emergency Management Agency Emergency Management Performance
Grant Program focuses on all-hazards emergency preparedness, including the evolving
threats and risks associated with natural disasters.

July 31 RI Emergency Management Agency Homeland Security Grant Program to
enhance the capabilities of state, local, tribal, and territorial governments, as well as
nonprofits, in preventing, protecting against, and responding to terrorist attacks. 

August 3 Pathways to Removing Obstacles to Housing (PRO Housing)  from HUD
rewards communities that have taken steps to remove regulatory barriers to building and
preserving homes by providing funding to expand affordable housing.

August 10 HUD Youth Homelessness Grants for Youth Homelessness System
Improvement grants to establish a response system for or improve existing response
systems; and Youth Homelessness Demonstration Program grants for housing and
supportive service projects. 

August 12 NIHHIS Heat Tabletop Exercise Design Challenge 2026 invites communities
to develop Situational Manuals for tabletop exercises to build resilience to extreme heat
and its compounding and/or cascading impacts.

September 1 National Household Wasted Food Prevention Project Community
Grants will focus on changing specific habits and behaviors to prevent wasted food in
households. 

Articles of Interest

We can’t build our way out of the housing crisis while losing homes every
day

Superior court judge upholds Portsmouth subdivision

The BUILD America 250 Act: What Congress gets right and wrong in its
new transportation bill

Amtrak kicks off long-delayed planning for high-speed service linking
New Haven and Providence

Residents slam residential project in Lincoln, pledge prolonged fight

A $20 fix helped this city cut traffic deaths to zero

RI Statewide Pla﻿nning Staff

Click here for staff contact information.

Photo Trivia Answer

https://www.pps.org/events/placemaking-making-it-happen-online-training-2026?mc-cid=d871287866&mc-eid=4f7ea683b2
https://gn.ecivis.com/GO/gn_redir/T/1agfv83na8cp5
https://gn.ecivis.com/GO/gn_redir/T/1agfv83na8cp5
https://gn.ecivis.com/GO/gn_redir/T/krn6t49a9jf3
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/362005
https://simpler.grants.gov/opportunity/374c42fb-024d-4e90-8881-4ed3efc6466f
https://heat.gov/funding-opportunities/tabletopchallenge/
https://grants.endingwastedfood.org/
https://grants.endingwastedfood.org/
https://www.smartcitiesdive.com/news/cant-build-way-out-housing-crisis-while-losing-homes/823117/
https://www.smartcitiesdive.com/news/cant-build-way-out-housing-crisis-while-losing-homes/823117/
https://www.eastbayri.com/stories/superior-court-judge-upholds-portsmouth-subdivision,140619
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/build-america-250-act-transportation-bill-analysis/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/build-america-250-act-transportation-bill-analysis/
https://ctexaminer.com/2026/05/23/amtrak-kicks-off-long-delayed-planning-for-high-speed-service-linking-new-haven-and-providence/
https://ctexaminer.com/2026/05/23/amtrak-kicks-off-long-delayed-planning-for-high-speed-service-linking-new-haven-and-providence/
https://thelocalinsidernews.com/residents-slam-wilbur-road-project-in-lincoln-pledge-prolonged-fight/
https://www.carscoops.com/2026/06/hoboken-traffic-deaths-zero/
https://planning.ri.gov/staff-committees/staff-listing


LITTLE COMPTON
Stone House Inn (1854)
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