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TITLE VI NOTICE TO BENEFICIARIES
The Rhode Island Division of Statewide Planning (RIDSP) operates its programs, services, and activities in 
compliance with federal nondiscrimination laws including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Title VI), the Civil 
Rights Restoration Act of 1987, and related statutes and regulations. Title VI prohibits discrimination in federally 
assisted programs and requires that no person in the United States of America shall, on the grounds of race, 
color, or national origin (including limited English proficiency), be excluded from participation in, be denied the 
benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal assistance. 
Related federal nondiscrimination laws administrated by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the Federal 
Transit Administration (FTA), or both that prohibit discrimination on the basis of age, sex, and disability. These 
protected categories are contemplated within RIDSP's Title VI Program consistent with federal interpretation and 
administration. Additionally, the RIDSP provides meaningful access to its programs, services, and activities to 
individuals with limited English proficiency, in compliance with US Department of Transportation (USDOT) policy 
and guidance on federal Executive Order 13166.

DISCLAIMER
The preparation and publication of this document were financed in part by funds provided by the USDOT, FHWA, 
and FTA. The provision of Federal financial assistance should not be construed as denoting U.S. Government 
approval of plans, policies, programs or projects contained herein.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

ACRONYMS AND TERMS USED IN THIS PLAN

AASHTO American Association of State Highway Transportation Officials

ADA Americans with Disabilities Act

Adaptive E-Bikes Adaptive bicycles that allow persons with disabilities to ride a bicycle for 
transportation and recreation

Advisory Bicycle Lane Continuously dashed bicycle lanes that allow motorists to temporarily enter the 
lane to provide oncoming traffic sufficient space to safely pass on narrow low 
volume streets with marked centerlines

APBP Association of Pedestrian & Bicycle Professionals

Bicycle Lane Bicycle lanes designate an exclusive space for bicycles along a roadway using 
line striping, pavement markings, and signs

Bike Newport Bike Newport is an advocacy group on Aquidneck Island promoting improved 
bike infrastructure and education

BLOS Bicycle Level of Service

BLTS Bicycle Level of Traffic Stress

BMP Rhode Island Statewide Bicycle Mobility Plan

Buffered Bicycle Lanes Buffered bicycle lanes use a diagonal striping pattern to delineate the bicycle 
lane from travel lanes and/or parking aisles. 

CommerceRI Rhode Island Commerce Corporation

Contraflow Bicycle Lanes Contraflow bicycle lanes allow bicycles to travel in the opposite direction of 
motor vehicle traffic on one-way streets, creating two-way traffic flow for 
bicyclists

DMV Rhode Island Division of Motor Vehicles

E-Bikes/E-Assist Bikes Electric or motor assist bicycles

ECGA East Coast Greenway Alliance is a national trail advocacy organization creating 
a signed trail from Maine to Florida

FHWA Federal Highway Administration

HEZ Health Equity Zone

LRTP Long Range Transportation Plan

MUTCD Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices

NACTO National Association of City Transportation Officials

NEMBA New England Mountain Bike Association

NHTSA National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

RAB Recycle-A-Bike



R
H

O
D

E 
IS

L
A

N
D

 M
O

V
IN

G
 F

O
R

W
A

R
D

ii

RI Paths to Progress A citizen led coalition with the goal of expanding the network of paths 
throughout the state. (http://www.pathstoprogressri.com )

RIBike Rhode Island Bicycle Coalition

RIDEM Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management

RIDOA Rhode Island Department of Administration

RIDOH Rhode Island Department of Health

RIDOT Rhode Island Department of Transportation

RIPTA Rhode Island Public Transit Authority

RITBA Rhode Island Turnpike and Bridge Authority

Separated Bicycle Lanes (SBL) Separated bicycle lanes add a physical barrier such as parked cars, planters, 
raised curbs, or delineator posts to create vertical separation between moving 
traffic and bikes

Shared-Use Path Dedicated infrastructure completely separate from motor vehicle traffic that is 
shared by pedestrians, joggers, cyclists, and other non-vehicular uses (such as 
rollerbladers and skateboarders)

Shoulder Bicycle Lane Shoulder bicycle lanes typically include at least a 5’ wide paved shoulders and 
often include bicycle route signage

Sidepaths Sidepaths are similar to shared-use paths, but run parallel with and immediately 
adjacent to roadways, frequently within the right of way

Statewide Planning Rhode Island Department of Administration, Division of Statewide Planning

STIP State Transportation Improvement Program

TAC Transportation Advisory Committee

TIP Transportation Improvement Plan

TZD Toward Zero Deaths

VRU Vulnerable road users, to include pedestrians, bicyclists, and those in work 
zones

WRWC The Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council whose mission is to encourage, 
support and promote the restoration and preservation of the Woonasquatucket 
River Watershed

ACRONYMS AND TERMS (continued)
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

T he Rhode Island Bicycle Mobility Plan 
(BMP) is the first statewide initiative to 
expand the bicycle network strategically. 

The plan also seeks to safely and efficiently 
connect people and places so that riding a bicycle 
in Rhode Island is safe and fun for all ages. In 
order to achieve the expanded network, this plan 
identifies candidate corridors and the supporting 
policies and programs to make this initiative a 
reality.  

The vision for this plan was developed through 
collaboration with a geographically and professionally 
diverse Bicycle Advisory Committee. In addition,  
extensive outreach with planners from each city and 
town was completed and feedback was received 
at numerous public workshops and local outreach 
events across Rhode Island. The critical needs 
identified through public and stakeholder outreach 
were:

	» Improve connectivity

	» Fill network gaps

	» Overcome gaps along 
the State's many 
bridges

	» Addressing equity and 
differences in access 
between communities

	» Address policy gaps

	» Fix incomplete streets

	» Enhance bicyclist and 
driver education

	» Improve safety and 
maintenance

	» Explore dedicated 
funding options

The vision for the BMP underpins this desire to create 
a connected bicycle network.

VISION – Riding a bicycle will be safe, fun, and 
practical in the Ocean State. Rhode Island will be 
the most bikeable state in New England. Bicycle 
transportation will be fully integrated into the 
State’s and municipalities’ policies, programs, and 
improvement projects, creating a network of paths and 
streets that safely connect our cities, towns, villages, 
and other destinations (i.e. jobs, beaches, parks, etc.). 
Bicycle projects will be designed to encourage people 
of all ages and abilities to choose to ride a bike for both 
transportation and recreation.

This plan identifies a wide range of bicycle 
enhanced corridors, programs, and policies 
recommended to achieve the vision for 
cycling in the state. The corridors identified 
as candidate recommendations are not 
yet funded and range from inexpensive 
on-road treatments to more visionary off-
road paths. The total estimated cost of 
the recommendations is close to $300M. 
The expectation is that it will take time 
to accomplish these recommendations 
in totality, however incremental progress 
should be made from year to year.

The plan is one of the key outcomes of the 
Rhode Island "Paths to Progress" citizen-
led coalition  with the goal of expanding 
the network of paths throughout the state. 
(http://www.pathstoprogressri.com/)






