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The Hopkinton Comprehensive Plan provides the Tofaropkinton with a long-range guide for
its future by taking @omprehensivéook at the community as a whole. It assessderiisand
current trends, presents the vision residents favehe town, and provides the framework for
reaching that vision. The framework incorporatealg, policies and recommendations that are
short, mid and long-term in nature. This planrgamized into the following chapters:

Recreation, Conservation and Open Space
Natural and Cultural Resources

Public Services and Facilities

Circulation

Economic Development

Housing, including affordable housing
Land Use

The Hopkinton Comprehensive Plan was last apprbyetie State of Rhode Island on September
28, 2011. This document responds to the mandate@tate Comprehensive Planning and Land
Use Act that requires the community comprehensliae o be updated every ten years. The 2016
version supersedes the previous plan and is i f@gpon its adoption by the Town Council.
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This new 2016 Plan provides an opportunity for Teg/n of Hopkinton to review its progress in
meeting the goals established in previous planvsewethe relevancy of these goals and policies
as they compare to changing conditions in Town pnodide a chance to revise, delete or add
goals the Town feels will further support its figwision. It is also the intent of this plan tepent
the public with a more user-friendly document ttlatrly articulates the vision of the Town and
its objectives.

This plan is similar in format to its predecesswfithin each chapter there is a list of accomplishe
goals, policies and recommendations based on thegus plan followed by a brief discussion of
necessary changes to the new plan and the technifcamation that supports revision. A
complete Implementation and Recommendation Prodi@meach chapter is also provided.
Changes and amendments in this plan are basedeoputblic participation program which
included a town survey, public workshops and cawttid meetings with local committees, boards
and commissions.

The Town of Hopkinton makes conscientious effostsdordinate with adjacent towns to ensure
consistency with their local comprehensive plardraeeting regional goals. Collaborative issues
include:




The Pawcatuck and Wood rivers are important natasmurces for the towns of Charlestown,
Hopkinton, Richmond and Westerly. They contribute recreational and economic
development opportunities for all three towns. Tnenicipalities must therefore coordinate
projects to protect water quality and preserve irtgra habitat. Cooperative activities include
watershed management, open space acquisition,randdyvater protection.

Hope Valley and Wyoming straddle the municipal baany of Hopkinton and Richmond.
Coordinating utilities and infrastructure as theglate to future development and
redevelopment within these villages is importamtifoth towns.

Hopkinton is part of the Chariho Regional Schoattbict, which also includes Charlestown
and Richmond. These three communities must workngure that goals and policies for
education are consistent. The district also pmwicdpportunities to collaborate for
recreational resources. The three towns haveitvadlly joined in organized sports leagues
such as Little League and girls’ softball. Thesganizations use fields in all three
communities owned by the leagues themselves, npatittes or the Chariho Regional School
District.

The Town is a provider of other recreational androgpace facilities to residents and visitors.
The State has many land holdings open to the pthadicoffer camping, canoeing, fishing and
hiking. Arcadia Management Area, Rockville Managemarea, Blue Pond Management
Area and Ell Pond Management Area are a few ofldhger state conservation lands in
Hopkinton. Hopkinton will continue working with ¢hstate to support state management of
locally important management areas.

Sole source aquifers and their groundwater rechanggs straddle Hopkinton, Westerly and
Richmond. Development within these areas is antajocern and it is important that impacts
to these resources be minimized. The communigesl mo work together for the protection
of these vital groundwater resources.
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This plan has been prepared to be consistent wétisState Guide Plan, including:

*

Transportation 2035 (Element 611)

Rhode Island Rising: A Plan for People, PlacesRmdperity (Report 118)
Solid Waste 2038 (Report 119)

Energy 2035 (Report 120)

Rhode Island Water 2030 (Element 721)

$$

The development of this plan involved citizens tigie public workshops, a public survey and
hearings on the draft plan. Several local commsttencluding the Land Trust, Conservation
Commission, Affordable Housing Partnership, Redo@atCommittee, and Planning Board.
Department heads also provided input. Prior tdipuiearings, a presentation was also given to
the Town Council. Appendix A contains the survestributed to residents and a tabulation that
summarizes the responses.

The public participation process has indicateddessis are strongly in favor of maintaining the
rural character of Hopkinton. This reason, folloMay scenic beauty, was identified as the primary




reason why residents chose to live in Hopkinton.t is &lso a major factor in drawing visitors to
the town’s natural areas for recreation, such aspaay, fishing and hiking. The Town should
adhere to resident support for continuing actiomsptotect open spaces, local rivers and
watersheds. Respondents also felt increased carrahgrowth should occur and are supportive
of developing mixed-use centérsvhich previous plans have recommended to be aitedits 1
and 2 of Interstate 1-95, as long as it is witliia tapacity of the natural environment. A multitude
of businesses, most notably agricultural activiaesl small business start-ups, also held a high
level of importance among those surveyed. Due olithited availability of public utilities at
present, new infrastructure should be plannedwvaywhich is economically viable for the Town,
such as by leveraging developers as a way to instger supplies. New development and
redevelopment should adhere to design standartdsndiatain the small town, rural character of
Hopkinton. New economic development efforts in &shy, Hope Valley and other target areas
should be environmentally clean industries and rimssies with wages sufficient to enable
employees to live in town.

The residents of Hopkinton understand the needffordable housing in their town. The town
has now reached 7.1% affordable housing, well ®mwiy to the state mandated 10% goal. The
development of new housing should support a widestyaof households, incomes and tenures
and the Town should be active in efforts to managealential growth.

Protection of open space is strongly supported dsydents because it safeguards the rural
community character. Protection includes presematnd acquisition of lands. The Town should
support active farms and preserve inactive farndaasl threatened landscapes, acknowledging
their contribution to the scenic quality of the coomity. Smaller green spaces should also be
acquired in village centers. Active open spacegsadly important to residents and survey
respondents have expressed the Town adequatelyg thegfeneral needs for recreation, with close
to two-thirds utilizing municipal parks and playgrais.

When asked about cultural resources, over twoghifdresidents believed the Town has done a

good job in protecting these resources. More effeeds to be made to increase awareness of the
Town’s historic and culturally significant strucés through such efforts as placards, plaques or
exhibits at local libraries.

Residents are well-satisfied with many of the pubgrvices and facilities provided in Hopkinton.
Emergency management, libraries, municipal offigestable water quality and water supply,
public safety, public schools and public works liies all ranked high. Over one-third were
unsure about septic wastewater and solid wastesksp

The current condition of transportation infrastwuetis identified as the least satisfactory, with
about one-half of surveyed residents offering rem@mdations for improvement. To handle future
needs. A majority rated State-maintained and Tovamtained roads, bridges and sidewalks as
either fair or good and only few considered antheke as excellent. Interest in a greater diwersit
of transportation options was supported overall e than half would not have liked to see
more public transportation available, likely indiog this support is for walking and/or bike

1 “Mixed-use” development is defined by the HopkimZoning Ordinance as “a mixture of land uses iwithsingle
development, building, tract or parcel.”
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The community characteristics presented in thia Btdl reflect the 2000 and 2010 US Censuses.
As we approach the next Census in 2020, the ToWntfevas important to present the data
compiled in 2010 for a more rational allocationre$ources and decision making in the 2016
update. The following provides a brief snapshotselflect demographic characteristics of the
Hopkinton population.

As shown in Table 1, the Town’s population betw2@80 and 2010 grew by over 300 people and
its median age increased 5.6 years. Figure 1 iteiGapopulation that is generally aging in place,
a common trend across the State
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Table 2 shows the number of households also grewdth families and non-families, but the
median size of each decreased. This reflects ttreases in older residents with fewer and older




children living in town. The table also shows acréase in housing units. More information about
the type of units and affordability is providedtire Housing chapter. Occupancy rates continued
to be high with a small portion being rental units.
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The wealth of residents also increased in real raumb Table 3 shows that both the median
household income (MHI) and median family income (MRcreased nearly 50 percemidjusting

for inflation to 2014 provides a more accurateliséa picture. Adjusted MHI would then be $74,1&3d
adjusted MFI would be $84,041, meaning both MHI itie are down slightly, the latter better fittingtiv

the families below poverty status. The proportidnfamilies and individuals below the poverty level

remained at a consistent percentage between 2000 d an2014.
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Table 4 summarizes select employment characteviskice percentage of employed individuals
in town remained consistent compared to the totaikimg population (16 years of age and older)
from 2000 to 2014. The number of unemployed indigld dropped 2 percent. More individuals
commuted to work by car alone between the two Cery®ars and a low percentage of the
workforce continued to take public transportatiomrk.
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The Recreation, Conservation and Open Space chaptee Comprehensive Plan focuses on
meeting the town’s needs for recreational, consgemvdand and open space using property
managed by the Town. These protected lands cotdribuhe preservation of Hopkinton’s rural
character, conserve and protect natural resoumcgéscantribute to recreational and economic
development opportunities of the town. Hopkintorégreation, conservation and open space
resources are used by local residents and visddhe region and the State of Rhode Island. Many
businesses receive direct and indirect benefita fileese visitors.

Hopkinton is a “regional provider” of recreationdaopen space
opportunities to neighboring towns within the ChariSchool

District and residents of Rhode Island and soutkeas
Connecticut. The State of Rhode Island has coredierland

holdings, including Rhode Island Department of Eowimental

Management’'s (RIDEM) Arcadia, Blue Pond and Rod&vil
Management Areas which offer fishing, canoeinglaifkohg. The

Town, through the Hopkinton Land Trust and non-goueental

organizations like The Nature Conservancy and thede Island

Audubon Society, also contributes to conservatidforts.

2 - ' Regional efforts also acquire land for conservatimough the
Wood- Pawcatuck Watershed Association. The Townages the recreation facilities along with
those school facilities owned by the Chariho Schaistrict. Private commercial properties also
offer camping opportunities, such as the 1,800,amrtury-old Camp Yawgoog owned by the
Rhode Island Boy Scouts, and five additional peveampgrounds which provide a total of over
260 campsites.

The Wood and Pawcatuck rivers, along with the mlakgs, ponds, and streams in Hopkinton
provide important parts of the Rhode Island netwadriblueways” that traverse the state of Rhode
Island. These provide canoe and kayak routes applost water based recreation for residents
and visitors alike. A complete inventory of outdoecreation and open space resources can be
found in Appendix B.

In late 1999 the Rhode Island General Assemblygohssabling legislation that allowed the Town
Council to establish the Hopkinton Land Trust gaiblic body with the authority to acquire, hold

and manage property and in January of 2000 the T@euncil did so through a local ordinance.

The mission of the Land Trust is to protect Hopsm$ rural character and natural heritage by
preserving land as open space through acquisitidrcanservation easements while maintaining
public access, where possible, to these resouas.ordinance states the Land Trust will:

‘... preserve open space, protect wetlands, grourdl surface water, farmland,
unusual and exemplary natural habitats, historicat cultural places of
significance as well as scenic views through a paogof sustained acquisition
and stewardship. The Trust will provide public @& for recreation and

%
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appreciation, and opportunities for research andumal resources educations,
where possible, on Land Trust properties.”

The Land Trust has been financially supported &y Town. In June of 2000, $200,000 was

approved for start-up funding followed by four y®af receiving 100% of the Land Transfer tax,

then two years of receiving 50% of the Land Transh&. Presently the Land Trust does not
receive any funds from the Land Transfer tax, kag received two local open space bonds: $1
million in 2005 and $2 million in 2009. The Landubt also leverages funds from other

conservation organizations such as The Nature @eearsey as well as funds allocated from RI

DEM.

In order to ensure the most efficient use of resesirthe Land Trust adopted tHepkinton Land
Trust Open Space Project Funding Poliggnuary 5, 2004. It establishes criteria and &imgn
system to evaluate property under consideratiopan space protection and acquisition. Nine
criteria are used:

Potential to offset the impact of residential depehent
Size of parcel

Access to rivers or ponds

Groundwater protection

Ecologically significant habitat

Proximity to other protected land or to surfaceavdiodies
Farmland preservation

Historic value

Scenic value

©CoNokrwNE

Each criterion has a source of values used inrbjeqt ranking and a point score is assigned from
0 to 3, with the maximum score being 27. The peystem is intended to establish an objective
way to identify the best projects for acquisitianpootection. Table 5 summarizes the number of
points awarded. In addition to these criteria, lthed Trust may also consider the leverage of
funds from other sources, which may assign highieripy to projects that require a lesser share
of Land Trust funding.
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The Land Trust has established detailed definittongach of these rankings which are outlined
in their funding policy For example, prime habitat is described as “traveas identified under
the Rhode Island Natural Heritage Program as ‘uigiies’ or areas inventoried under the
Program as providing habitat for State Endange$tdie Threatened, Federally Endangered,
Federally Threatened, or Species of State Intérest.

Table 6 lists dedicated open spaces under owneoshife State, the Town, the Hopkinton Land
Trust or a non-profit organization. The table atlntifies which properties have been added since
1994 as well as land holders who have increasedabeeage, such as The Nature Conservancy.
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Table 7 provides a summary of land acreage. Thass ao not include conservation easements
over developed lands the Land Trust has acquinech ss working farms or properties still
occupied by private owners, or the purchase of ldpweent rights by the State. It also does not
list private open space associated with clustedisidons if it were not dedicated to the Town as
well as lands associated with commercial uses.
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Map 1 shows Hopkinton’s recreation resources angd Rshows protected open space.

The work of the Land Trust could be accompanied mcal transfer of development rights (TDR)
program to protect important farmlands and largpaeses of natural resources. This type of
program is discussed in detail under the Naturdl@unltural Resources chapter.

Many property owners have taken advantage of tmenFRorest and Open Space Tax Credit
offered by the Town. The tax credit allows privateperty owners to pay reduced taxes if they
maintain these uses on their property. In 19930@ acres were registered. This number has
increased to 9,230 acres at the end of 2008, anddwined slightly to 9,143 acres by 2017. This
is an important step towards protecting importantlscapes; however, it is the view of the Town
that the protection of these resources throughdhisredit only lasts as long as the property awne
wishes to maintain this status. The tax creditsdoet preserve these resources in perpetuity.
Therefore, while these important resources areeptetl today, the Town would like to ensure that
these properties continue to be preserved in tlueguMore effort should be made to enroll these
lands under conservation easements, dedicatioassfér of development rights or other
conservation efforts in order to permanently proteese important resources.
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The Recreation Department has a full-time directmme part-time staff person and one

maintenance staff person. Under the direction effie-member Recreation Commission, they
are responsible for programs and upkeep of alidiva's recreational areas. Current year-long and
annual activities organized by the Recreation Depamt and Commission include:

Summer Playground Campis attended by an average of 40 children per veeek a ten-
week period in the summer

February Vacation Week Campis attended by about 25 children annually

April Vacation Week Camp is attended by about 25 children annually

Fitness Programsare scheduled throughout the year and include yigetching and cardio
activities

Dramatic Arts for Children takes place during the school year from Septernaodune

Fun with Fashion for Children takes places during the school year from Septetoh&une
Children’s Sing-a-Long takes place during the school year from Septenta&une

Soccer Campdake place in spring, summer and fall for threekvsessions

Youth Basketball Leagueis attended by an average of 450 children betvilmaember and
March

Easter egg huntis attended by about 300 to 400 children
Tee Ballis attended by about 125 children in spring
Instructional Baseball is attended by about 125 children
spring

Basketball Camp takes place for a one-week session i
summer

Dramatic Arts Camp takes place over two weeks in sum
Tennis lessonsare held in summer

Multi-sports Camp is scheduled over a one-week period
summer

Toddler Play Group takes place during the school year from Septerttbéune

Music lessonsare scheduled for those interested in learnirgéay the guitar or flute

Senior Activities are held weekly year-round and includes lunchesgamdes such as bingo,
whist and bridge, which attract 10 to 15 seniorawverage

Meals on Wheelds active on weekdays year-round

Visiting Nurse hours are scheduled from 10:00 a.m. to noon offitsieThursday of each
month at the Crandall House

State agenciesend representatives to Hopkinton on a quartextysb

Flu Shot Clinics are organized yearly

Ceramicstakes places every Monday

Colonial Craft Fair is a two-day fair which attracts as many as 6 0&@ple

Holiday Strolls are held on the second Saturday in December iavdah

Hopkinton Rec Runtakes place in fall

Huck Finn Day is organized by the Ashaway Sportsmen Club offitsieSunday in June each
year

Swamp Yankee Daysare held the last weekend in September by theil@h&otary Club
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The Recreation Department also makes space awaftabiheetings and events in support of many
groups (including the Boy Scouts of America, Gido8ts of the USA, home school groups,
Moms’ Club and 4-H Club); coordinating the use etreational spaces is a responsibility of the
Recreation Director. The town-owned Langworthy @ndndall fields are used by Chariho Little
League, Chariho Girls Softball and Chariho Youtlt&w Association, among other local athletic
teams. The town has a Master Plan for LangwortbidRhat needs to be implemented along with
a maintenance plan. The Recreation Department fgmged improvements to Crandall Field
including a measured walking path around the figlai)s and foot bridge for hiking the back
wooded area, continued maintenance and upgradessting facilities, a new playground, and a
shade pavilion/stage for community concerts anasve

$

There is a mixed opinion on whether the Town mé#wstsrecreational needs of residents. While
there is general agreement that the town has aepiededicated to recreation, there are not yet
enough ball fields to meet the demand for socaseball and softball programs for all ages and
leagues.

Residents support the efforts of the town to cargito acquire and preserve open space for both
passive and active recreation. This would inclugi@ioued work with other organizations such as
The Nature Conservancy and Westerly Land Trustuammlg a variety of techniques other than
acquiring open space, such as easements and prgotesctd expanding farming. Residents
responding to the 2016 community survey stressat photected open space is essential to
maintaining the rural character of Hopkinton anel tbason why they have chosen to live here.

Other recommendations for recreational improvemertiside the following:
Replace Crandall Field Playground
Continue to upgrade recreational facilities suchih@sActivity Center, Crandall House,
Basketball Courts, Tennis Court, and Baseball Field
Provide more adult and senior recreational progranmts more facilities for an aging
population.
Develop Briggs Park for hiking and picnicking
Re-establish hiking paths at Crandall Field
Complete Langworthy Field Improvements
Provide more bike paths, hiking and walking trails
Improve access to the river for hiking and fishing.

% $+ $ 2345

The Hopkinton Land Trust was established in 200fiahas worked to protect an estimated
875 acres through property acquisition and conserva@asements, in some cases working
with state and regional organizations.

The Town adopted groundwater and wellhead protegiiovisions to zoning ordinance in
2004.

The Town has been working to develop and impleraéMastewater Management Plan.

In 2008, the Town updated the Residential CompdDrainance to allow lands that were
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subject to prior subdivision to be eligible for tmesidential compound development,
preserving open space for recreational use by [mogderty owners.

Planning Board adopted Design Review Standardsadsop their Land Development and
Subdivision Review Regulations on June 4, 2004nfam-residential development. These
standards require exterior materials to fit ruremacter, dark sky compliance lighting, native
plantings and other planning efforts.

Private holdings of the Ashaway Sportsmen’s Clubdwpanded under the Farm, Forest and
Open Space Tax Program

The Department of Public Works garage propertyoiw the trailhead of Tomaquag Trail.
The Exit 1 Development Area Study was conductedlaokis to incorporate new resources
for recreation and open space, including fishing lamating access as well as pedestrian and
bicycle links with the villages of Ashaway and Hagtln City. The Study is being considered
for adoption by the Town.

In 2008, the fish ladder at Bradford was rebuilt.

The Farm Viability Ordinance sponsored by the Haopm Conservation Commission was
passed in 2003. The ordinance allows farmers pplsment their farming activities with
income from related sources such as farm stands.

The Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association develapeahoe launch on Switch Road, a
campus with handicapped fishing facilities on thedd River on Arcadia Road and several
other properties on French Village and Laurel $¢tee

Langworthy Field was upgraded in 2001 and now eftebaseball field with a backstop and
player benches, equipment shed, a multi-purposespidace, and a tot lot.

New plantings were also added at Langworthy Fieddgwith a well and sprinkler system.
Crandall Field was improved and added facilitieduded tennis courts, basketball courts,
volleyball court, baseball field with backstop dadye playground as well as new plantings.
Master Plan of Improvements for Langworthy Fielgaved by the Town Council.

1§ $ $

Recreation Goals

[clo\NI=(ON To increase and improve recreational programs, falities, and access for
all of Hopkinton's residents.

elOAN=®H  Focus town recreation efforts on priority projeici®rder to maximize local
resources.

elWAN=e®” Evaluate town owned properties for possible sakmnieffort to generate funds
that will be earmarked for local recreation landjuisition and development.

ollVARI=(exe  Coordinate recreation planning with surrounding oamities to increase
opportunities for local residents and to avaiglccation of facilities and/or
under-utilization.

oll[aVARI=(e®?  \Work cooperatively with the Hopkinton Land Trusdasther local and
regional agencies to acquire open space forgsepincluding, but not limited




to, active and passive recreation.

Work to continue and expand the regional Charilog@ms approach for
league play and coordinate efforts for large orswali facilities which would
serve several communities and/or require coordinatiith the state (i.e.
skating rink, swimming pool, bike path).

Recommendation

Recommendation

Recommendation

Recommendation

Recommendation

Investigate the possible use of land presently avoyethe town for future
development of ball fields and develop appmEtersite.

Responsibility: Town Manager / Recreation Director

Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years)

Develop a plan and maintenance program for towpeng on the Wood
River and Bridge Street to provide better ast¢egshe river for fishermen

and canoeists and as a possible picnic site.

- Investigate legal status and history of the tovao®uisition.

- Investigate possible RIDEM restrictions on improess to the site.

- Prepare conceptual plans for submission to revigemaies.

- Solicit support of the Wood-Pawcatuck WatershedoBigion for projects

- Solicit help in physical improvements from the asgamuth groups (Boy and Girl
Scouts and Future Farmers of America)
Establish a program for regular maintenance.

Respon5|b|I|ty Recreation Commission / Conservation Commission
Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years)

Identify town properties that are unusable and widezed and develop a
plan for their sale with the proceeds fromsales earmarked for local

recreation acquisition and development.

- Inspect the sites in question and prepare a rgpdirtdings as to utilization and
usefulness for public recreation.

- Research the acquisition history of each propeayticularly with regard to
restrictions placed on use and space at time afisitign/dedication.

- Consult on legal ramifications of divestiture witwn attorney.

- Earmark all sale proceeds for use in public reaaactivities (specify whether that
is acquisition. development. maintenance or theegdprogram).

Responsibility: Town Manager
Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)

Prepare an annual Capital Improvement Plan basedsde-specific
operations and maintenance plan with taskssahddule for all town
owned recreational facilities.

Responsibility: Recreation Director

Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years) and ongoing

Coordinate regional summer learn-to-swim prograrntl adjacent towns
and RIDEM.

Responsibility: Recreation Director

Time Frame: Ongoing

%



Recommendation

Recommendation

Recommendation

Conservation Goals

Develop a plan to establish and maintain a netwbikking and hiking

trails throughout town and connected with agifgcommunities.

- Continue current program to identify, map, and gossting publicly -used trails or
routes such as the Narragansett Trail and tralgdéadia, Yawgog, The Rhode
Island Audubon Society and The Nature Conservaauegd etc., as well as preferred
biking routes of local clubs on-line.

- Reach out to one or more bike riding clubs forrtivgut and work with RIDOT to
provide a safer, friendlier, bike shoulder alongiiMatreet between Ashaway and
Hopkinton City, especially when sections of thiadway are rebuilt.

- ldentify good potential routes and connectionsoieiand off-street bike paths.,

- Research the legal aspects of established traidssiprivate properties and on
conservative easements or buffer areas. Add askigdtétem for all subdivisions,
site plan reviews and planned unit developmentsisiore that these be protected.

- Under R.I. General Law Title 32, chapter 6, encgarthe use existing public access
easements by Public Education Program to informddamers that liability has been
removed by this State Law

- Organize local volunteer groups to help maintaailgr riverbank areas and
greenways.

- Coordinate with conservation partners in effortad¢quire key tracts which will
connect existing protected parcels for the combmagoses of hiking, biking,
greenways and wildlife corridor.

Responsibility: Conservation Commission
Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years) and ongoing

Through the Recreation Commission, ensure that lomks special
needs populations have sufficient access teational facilities and

programs
Assess access to recreational facilities and pnogjes it pertains to the special
needs population

- Acquire additional or improved existing recreatibfailities and program for the
special needs population based on the above assaissm
Coordinate efforts with Chariho school system

Respon5|b|I|ty Recreation Commission
Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years)

Implement the Master Plan for Langworthy Field twats developed by

the Recreation Commission in conjunction withgultant Fuss & O’Neill

and that was approved by the Hopkinton Townr€dwn May 4, 2015.

- Secure funding for this project from various Fetlestate, and Private
Sources.

Responsibility: Town Manager/Recreation Director/Town Planner/

Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)

[l )XW\l To promote conservation of Hopkinton's natural resurces, particularly
protection of the ground and surface waters (Semso Natural/Cultural
Resources chapter)
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without public water and sewer systemstaedefore it is critical to maintain
development density within the safe caigycapacity of the landscape.

Aol  Acknowledge that development in Hopkintomiisl will continue to be
_ Restrict potential polluting land uses anemsive development within the
Primary Groundwater and Wellhead ProtecHone.

_ Require non-residential developments witto2Bore users or 15 or more
connections be added to the Primary PtioteZone whether they are
serviced by a single well or multiple veell

olicy CON Implement wider input and documentation ptmissuing zoning certificates
for non-residential uses.

Cl[[VASGIN\E:  Promote proper wastewater management by eagiog on-site wastewater

o]
o]
treatment system (OWTS) inspection anchteaance throughout the town.

P
Policy CON =z
Policy CON &
P 4
P S
P €

olicy CON Enforce the Town-Wide Aquifer Protection Qralnce.

Control potentially polluting land uses througkdbregulations.
- Revise Zoning Regulations regarding permitted oses aquifers
- Revise local ordinances as needed to improve aquif@ection
Responsibility: Town Council / Planning Board
Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years)

Reactivate the Wastewater Management Districtestablish policies and
procedures to fund septic system replacemeahbwaersight.
Responsibility: Town Council
Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years) and ongoing

[eloyYWele]\ ] To promote conservation of Hopkinton's major natural features and of its
traditional rural character

=l[VAS{®]N\l  Concentrate major development and commuattififies in the established
villages within the environmental limitais of these areas, primarily
Ashaway and Hope Valley, and with Exitsnt 2.

eloAe@l\g: Coordinate with the state, private and navfipconservation organizations
and landowners to establish a greenwayar&tconnecting the major
development and natural areas of the town.

Establish development standards within the zoaimysubdivision
regulations as appropriate to preserve thdiegisharacter of villages and
rural areas in town, taking into consideratsoich factors as lot sizes,
dimensional requirements, public amenitiestr@hships to surrounding
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Recommendation :

properties, better consideration of topograahg soil types, etc.
Responsibility: Town Council
Time Frame: Ongoing

Develop a greenway network plan with implementastrategy.

Using the Recreation Systems Map as a base, igemtif map all public or
privately-owned open space, including regulatedamels and floodplains.

Revise the maps to reflect increases to regulatdthmds per new state law.

Identify key properties for acquisition either famique qualities or as connector
parcels.

Require (through established guidelines) open spaderegetated buffer areas in
cluster and residential compound subdivisions aradanned unit development to be
configured to contribute to a connecting greenwagmam.

Through development regulations, establish a IsicEwalk and street tree policy
that dictates where these amenities are approuatevhere they are not in order to
protect the rural character of local roads. A lesidewalk and street tree policy and
program should insure these amenities are includedw development within
villages and installed or replaced along importautilic rights-of-way by the town,
state, or private groups as a local civic improvenpoject, as appropriate to protect
or enhance the character of the street.

Require effective landscaping in all parking aretier than those of single and two
family residences. Landscaping should fulfill neéar both shade and buffer areas
along property lines and the public rights-of-way.

Consider designation of certain roads as sceniowags and establish appropriate
front-yard setbacks (zoning) and cluster subdivisioonfigurations to protect the
natural and built features of the road edge. Atsmefully review with state agencies
proposed improvements to these roads, which mightijgk the scenic character.
Establish or revise town’s guidelines for open spaccluster subdivisions and
planned unit developments. Insure the regulatimiéeve the maximum desired
effects (i.e. buffering, relationship to adjacerdgerties, adding to overall
greenways system, insuring land is maintained @sogen space—not used
primarily as a drainage or dumping area, configgiopen space for most effective
use in substantial, usable parcels, etc.)

Foster the continuation of working farms, and prestion of existing, privately
owned forests and open space through acquisitiaiewélopment rights by town,
state and private agencies.

Responsibility: Conservation Commission / Planning Board / Hopkint

Land Trust

Time Frame: Long-term (5+ Years)
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The Natural and Cultural Resources chapter focoseprotecting the integrity of the natural
environment as well as the town’s historic andurally significant resources. The quality of the
natural environment and landscapes of Hopkintontadtk rural character, creating a sense of
place that residents value. Inventory of significaatural and cultural resources can be found in
Appendix C. Critical resources are:

Historic & Prehistoric Sites - Highly erodible soils
Groundwater - Prime agricultural soils
Surface water body systems and watersheds -  Floodplain

Wetlands - Forests

Habitat for rare plant and animal spe

In 2016, 213 people participated in a HopkintonoBlitz hosted by the friends of the Hopkinton

Land Trust. The BioBlitz was centered on the Keng@rossroads Preserve in Hopkinton and
included parts of two adjoining parcels, Solitudari®gs Farm and Elmrock Farm. The Blitz

identified 1,050 species, reflective of the higle@ps diversity to be found in Hopkinton.

Scenic views and vistas are other important regsutitat need to be protected. An inventory of
scenic roads and waterways needs to be developdtasqolicies and procedures can be
established for the protection of these resources.

Threats to natural resources are unchecked commhadivities, such as leaking underground
storage tanks, unreported spills of hazardous matgesr petroleum products and failing septic
systems that go unmaintained. These materialeotsr ground and surface waters as well as
soils, leading to contamination of private and camity wells. On March 22, 2004, the Hopkinton
Town Council adopted a Groundwater & Wellhead Ritod@ Ordinance in an attempt to preserve
groundwater quality for drinking purposes. As asmguence of this action, all land area within
the town was designated either as a Primary Groateivand Wellhead Protection Zone or a
Secondary Groundwater and Wellhead Protection Zdia@ 3). The Primary Groundwater and
Wellhead Protection Zone consists of groundwateemairs and their associated recharge areas
as defined by the Rhode Island Department of Enwmrental Management and the wellhead
protection areas of Community Wells and Non-Tramsi&on-Community Wells. Any area
outside the Primary Groundwater and Wellhead PtioteZone is designated as being within the
Secondary Groundwater and Wellhead Protection Zdites ordinance specifies which uses are
not allowed as well as those that are allowed eibyeright or with issuance of an Aquifer
Protection Permit from the Zoning Board of Revi&len-residential projects with 25 or more well
users or 15 or more connections be added to timeaPyiGroundwater and Wellhead Protection
Zone as soon as those milestones are reached.

Also threatening natural resources is sprawlingetigyment. This type of development impacts
large expanses of land with little to no protectodmatural or cultural resources. The transfer or
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purchase of development rights (TDR/PDR) is one wagrotect lands, particularly farmlands,
from future development. Map 4 shows prime agtwral soils of Hopkinton. TDR will literally
transfer the right to develop from one propertyatmther, typically taking development rights
from an area where development is not desirableapptying them to an area where development
can be accommodated by existing infrastructureh ssovater and sewer services. PDR involves
a land owner selling the right to develop a propést another entity, typically a land trust or
agency associated with a local government. MamoWws wetland systems in Hopkinton.

In developing a TDR Program, the Town will needotmritize which properties TDR or PDR
would be most appropriate in order to make the bsstof limited municipal resources. Equally
important will be determining “receiving” areasaths, which areas will be able to accommodate
the added growth and density. Priority propertiesy to address them (by TDR or PDR) and
where the added density will be applied are all ponents of a TDR program. Open and
continued dialogue with local farmers, property evenand the Land Trust is essential in order for
the program to be successful.

The villages of Hopkinton are the cultural and dvigt centers of the community. Map 6 shows the
state, local, and federally recognized histori¢rais within the town. Historic mill developments
are located on watercourses and clearly define¢baomic past of the region. The one exception
is Hopkinton City, which developed as a crossro#idge. Hopkinton City became the town’s
municipal center in the late 1700s. The 1790 Megetiilouse, now the home of the Hopkinton
Historical Association, was used for Town Meetifrgen 1828 to 1860 at which time the present
Town Hall was completed. The same threats to thesmirces continue to exist:

Lack of public knowledge: there is little promotiofthe historic and prehistoric significance
of structures and events of Hopkinton

Incomplete knowledge about the location of histariand archaeological resources: little
effort has been put forward with regards to idemd pwe

and protecting archaeological resources
Private property upkeep and maintenance: as witbro
communities, historic structures under private oship ¥
is difficult to manage

Continuing development: new development a
redevelopment threatens the integrity of historimngh |
patterns and architectural styles of villages. i, ; E .
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Eligible for designation on the National RegistéHastoric Places are sites, buildings, structures,
districts, and objects significant in American brst architecture, archeology, engineering and
culture. Currently, there are 6 historic placeduded on the National Register:

Hopkinton City Historic District (1974), located in in southern central Hopkinton,
encompasses the area which was the predominaageviftom the 1810s to 1940s and today
includes the Town’s government offices.

Wyoming Village Historic District (1974), located between Hopkinton and the Town of
Richmond, developed as an industrial village wistpeak period of activity occurring between
1815 and 1870.

Tomaquag Rock Shelterq1977), located in Tomaquag Valley, are two shgltehich were
occupied around 800 BCE and 800 CE, respectivelg, eéxcavated in the mid-twentieth
century.

Black Farm (1995), located on Woodville-Alton Road, is a 284e complex including a main
structure and several outbuildings which date friira late-eighteenth to mid-twentieth
century.

Hope Valley Historic District (2004), located in the northeastern portion of Tlegvn, is
recognized by its character and stock of buildidgsng from the 1770s to 1870s.

Upper Rockville Mill (2009), located in the center of Rockville villageas built between
1863 and 1870 and exemplifies the distinct charadt@dustrial architecture during that time.

Historic places may also include traditional cudiyplaces or properties (TCPs). A TCP can be
eligible for inclusion in the National Register lhese of its association with cultural practices or
beliefs of a living community that (a) are rootadhat community's history, and (b) are important
in maintaining the continuing cultural identity tife community (National Register Bulletin 38,
US Department of the Interior). The town shouleksa Determination of Eligibility for listing on
the National Register of Historic Places for logathportant cultural landscapes.

TCPs are reminders of the spiritual practices didgpeoples that are considered by the Tribe(s)
to be irreplaceable and sometimes threatened bglamwnent. There are places in Hopkinton
which may be of ceremonial importance to the Nanagtt Indian Tribe. The Town of Hopkinton
will make efforts to work with the Narragansett ibwa Tribal Historic Preservation Office
(NITHPO), the New England Antiquities Research Assiion (NEARA) and the Rhode Island
Historical Preservation and Heritage CommissiorHfRHC) to identify and protect important
ceremonial sites in Town. The Hopkinton Land Trus$ acquired a 14 acre property to protect
the ceremonial landscape where over 700 stonetstescthought to be indigenous have been
documented. The Historic District Commission, Cemggon Commission and Hopkinton
Historical Association are all involved in this pegvation and research
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Significant parcels of the state’s protected fareste located within Hopkinton and the Town
works closely with the State in its management pradection. In 2005, the State updated the
Forest Resources Management P{&tement 161). The Town supports the goals aidips of
this plan.
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Public comment and survey responses have inditiaat@ majority of residents feel the town has
done a good job protecting its natural resourcésgcthe work of the Land Trust and
Conservation Commission. Residents do not wanh@oc development to threaten the
continued work of these groups.

About three quarters of those surveyed agreedth®aiTown has done a good job protecting
cultural resources. Those that said “no” indicateat they knew little about what cultural and

historic resources are in town and supported ise@gromotion to bring awareness to these
resources.

% $+ $ 2346

Formation of the Hopkinton Land Trust, which hagkeal to protect nearly 875 acres through
property acquisition and conservation easementsome cases working with State and
regional organizations.

Developed amenities and opened many large tragishdic land to public use.

Adopted groundwater and wellhead protection prowisito zoning ordinance in 2004
Design Review Standards were incorporated intoLtimed Development and Subdivision
Review Regulations on June 2, 2004 to require extematerials to fit rural character, dark
sky compliance lighting, native plantings and otlpdsinning efforts for non-residential
developments.

In 2004, the village of Hope Valley was listed e National Register of Historic Places.

In 2014 the Historic District Commission receivedjrant from the Rhode Island Historic
Preservation Commission for training of new distdemmission members.

In 2015 the Historic District Commission receivedrant from the Rhode Island Historical
Preservation and Heritage Commission to createrapdty Owners’ Guide — Procedures,
Design, Guidelines” for those living in the Histobistrict.

The Historic District Commission has worked withe thHopkinton Land Trust in public
education initiatives about the historic and tradial culture features of the Town of
Hopkinton.

The Historic District Commission, partnering wittet Hopkinton Historical Association is
engaged in maintaining historic cemeteries in ther.

The Historic District Commission in conjunction ithe Hopkinton Historical Association
has partnered with Hope Valley and Ashaway elemmgrgehools in a yearly historical bus
tour of the Town which has become part of the fograde school curriculum in Hope Valley.
The Historic District Commission, in conjunctiontivithe Hopkinton Historical Association,
partnered with the Hopkinton Land Trust and the kiojon Conservation Commission in
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working with the Tomaquag Indian Museum on pubtio@tion about the traditional cultural
features on the Hopkinton Land Trust's Pelloni Fnbyp
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Natural Resources Goals

[c[e/2\MNIZ®E To preserve, conserve, and protect the significamatural resources of
Hopkinton as an endowmentifthe future of the town (See also Recreation,
Conservation and Open Spackapter, Goal 2)

elOAN2®! Incorporate enforceable standards into existirdjamew regulations and
ordinances relating to the protection of natueaburces.

elWYANIZ®” \Work cooperatively with the Rhode Island AgricuitlLands Preservation
Commission and other entities to purchase theldpment rights of selected
farms.

=ellVANIZ® Use local school programs and other Town resodacesducational purposes
regarding the values of natural resources.

RelOANRE! Work with State agencies and statewide organiaatio further their efforts in
wildlife habitat protection in the Town of Hopiton.

elOANIRgs Promote energy self-sufficiency using renewabkrgyand energy conservation.

1NNy

OIOYANRES Promote rehabilitation and full use of existindage and rural housing stock as a
significant way to avoid sprawl and need to dgwenarginal lands. Consider
incentives and other means to approach full paoay of existing housing stock.

HAANIZg Provide for a Technical Review Committee, or eqlént, to routinely consult
with the Planning Board, Zoning Board and Towsufxil for major subdivision
and land development projects and to indepehdetiew the project proposal.
It is inherently unfair for the applicant to pide expert testimony with no or little
competent technical oversight unless an objesiibr sufficient financial
resources is able to balance, with his own dgp#re natural tendency of
applicant expert testimony to favor the applican

EelOANZES Identify programs, grants, and alternative methafdsurchasing
properties that contain important wildlife halbit

HIAANIZES Maintain consistency with RIDEM, DOH, and WatersBerces Board
regulations and policies as they apply to watepueses in Hopkinton;

Objective NR Protect and manage important forest resources aetliand systems to
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Recommendation

Recommendation

Recommendation

Recommendation

Recommendation

Objective NR |

Recommendation

meet the demands of recreation, water supplgllif® habitat, forest
products and a high-quality environment.

Develop Management Plans for important resourndscanservation

areas.

- Complete and update inventory of important natfeatures in Hopkinton
- Prepare specific strategies for preservation anteption of resources

- Implement Recommendations to carry out the strategi

Responsibility: Conservation Commission
Time Frame: Long-term (5+ years) and ongoing

Prepare amendments to local ordinances includinghg that will
enhance the protection of valuable wetlandesyst
Responsibility: Conservation Commission / Town Council
Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)

Employ multiple strategies to acquire and/or prbteportant forest

resources.

- Work with RIDEM to encourage efforts at forest nes@e management on state-
owned forestlands

- ldentify key parcels of land with significant, upected forest habitat and work to
protect and connect important habitat areas

- Educate residents on the importance of forestryagament
Work with the Land Trust to acquire important fdreabitat

Responsibility: Town Planner
Time Frame: Ongoing

Utilize state inventory mapping to identify impamt parcels of land where
habitat of rare and threatened species rena@idsvhere important habitat
types exist.

Responsibility: Conservation Commission

Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years) and ongoing

Evaluate options for preservation and protectibwitdlife habitat
without purchases (i.e. zoning changes).

Responsibility: Conservation Commission

Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years) and ongoing

Preserve surface and ground water resources torersafe and adequate
drinking water supplies.

Work with RIDEM and RIDOT to better implement besanagement
practices at the State’s outdoor salt storagsitly in Hope Valley
Responsibility: Town Manager

Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years)

Update the Hopkinton Groundwater and Wellheaddetain Ordinance,
including map, as the Town'’s resources areuaxatl and require




protection.
Responsibility: Town Planner, Town Council
Time Frame: Mid-term (2-5 years)

Formulate and implement a Town-Wide Wastewater adgament
Facilities Plan.
Responsibility: Town Planner

Time Frame: Long-term (5+ years)

Formulate and implement a Town-Wide Stormwateri@mke to provide
for maintenance, funding and improvements to statewmanagement .
Responsibility: Town Planner, Town Council, Public Works, GIS
Technician
Time Frame: Long-term (5+ years)

Formulate and implement a Town-Wide Non-Point 8elManagement
Plan
Responsibility: Town Planner
Time Frame: Long-term (5+ years)

Control Ordinance, and Earth Excavation Ordogan
Responsibility: Town Planner, Town Council
Time Frame: Long-term (5+ years)

Hopkinton to monitor the contribution of theg@erations to the local
economy and make that information availablltal residents
Responsibility: Economic Development Commission, Conservation
Commission

Formulate and implement a Town-Wide Soil Erosind &edimentation
Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years) and on-going

Objective NR Preserve local agricultural operations and primeriagltural soils.

Maintain an up-to-date inventory of existing agtiaral operations in

In concert with economic development goals andtigs, revisit the Farm
Viability Ordinance and prepare programs tosasgyricultural operations
that are viable businesses.

Responsibility: Economic Development Commission / Conservation
Commission
Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)

Amend current ordinances to include soil erosiod sedimentation
controls on development and on agriculturarapens.
Responsibility: Town Planner, Town Council
Time Frame: Long-term (5+ years)
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Develop a Transfer of Development Rights (TDR)gpamn that prioritizes
properties and identifies areas able to recadditional growth and
density to preserve existing farmlands andratla¢ural resources
Responsibility: Town Planner, Hopkinton Land Trust
Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)

Provide a simple inexpensive process for large$aand other large
landholders to split out single lots such asafahild or supplemental
income when extensive residential or commegaielopment of the
property is not anticipated.

Responsibility: Town Planner
Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)

Objective NR Hopkinton residents of all ages will understand amatlie the Town’s
natural resources.

Examine the current school curriculum and recondrameas where
resources can enhance programs and be implechent
Responsibility: Town Manager
Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years)

Recommend areas where a good match between pregénesources
would benefit the school programs
Responsibility: Town Manager
Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)

Historic and Cultural Resources Goals

[l VYIS ENl To preserve, protect and maintain the town's histdc, cultural and
archaeological resources so as not to lose thespaharacter of Hopkinton

S Asl®: ¥ Work with the Rhode Island Historic PreservaifoHeritage Commission
(RIHPHC), the Narragansett Indian Tribal rgt Preservation Office
(NITHPO), the Hopkinton Historical AssociatidNew England Antiquities
Research Association (NEARA) and other presteayn groups

TYARI®¥. Incorporate the review of historic and archaealabiesources in the site plan
review process

Tl ¥. [dentify Traditional Cultural Places or Propert@&CP) within Hopkinton and
develop strategies for their protection.

0)s)[Emil=Ngl®28 Identify the various significant historic, cultdrand archaeological
resources of Hopkinton, including town owned praps, and take
appropriate steps to preserve and protect theseuees.




Recommendation :

Recommendation

Recommendation

Recommendation

Recommendation :

Recommendation

Objective HCR |

Identify key historic and archaeological placed areas.

- Catalog past characteristics and features of lisémd archaeological resources

- Consult with the RIHPHC and the Hopkinton Histoticessociation regarding
development proposals and important cultural sitations which may require review
by Native American Organizations such as the NITHPO

Responsibility: Historic District Commission
Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years) and ongoing

Establish the volunteer position of Town Histort@neducate the public
working with the Historic District Commission andpkinton Historical
Association.

Responsibility: Town Council

Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years) and ongoing

Continue to preserve and protect historic documbalonging to the town.
Responsibility: Town Council
Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years) and ongoing

Prepare a revised listing of properties for pdssitesignation in the

National Register

- Review the most current listing of historic propestavailable, including any
prepared by the RIHPHC

- Contact the RIHPHC to determine if any propertiageheither been added to the
list, or lost due to demolition

- Study the possible inclusion of new "districts'"Hopkinton for nomination

Responsibility: Historic District Commission
Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years)

Identify opportunities to expand the Historic Dist Zoning to areas in
town that require protection, including archagaal sites.
Responsibility: Historic District Commission

Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)

Identify the roadways in Hopkinton that are scenioature and prepare a
plan for their preservation.
Examine the roadway network in Hopkinton based onset of criteria
which determines whether it is "scenic" in nature
- Rank these roadways according to a priority of ecealue
- Determine a range of alternative methods for pwadiem of roadway
characteristics
Implement roadway preservation based on prior@gsibility and impact
Respon5|bll|ty Conservation Commission

Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years) and ongoing

Maintain and improve the condition of historicaoeteries and stone
walls in town.
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Prepare a maintenance and improvement progranstofical cemeteries
- Review and update list of all historical cemeteiieblopkinton
- Review additional cemeteries which should be inetud
- Prepare a condition survey of each cemetery
- Prepare a maintenance and improvement program
Responsibility: Historic District Commission

Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 Years) and ongoing

Prepare a preservation plan for historical stoatsw

- ldentify and inventory stone walls

- Require the review of stone walls and their pratectluring the site design review
process

- Develop an ordinance that requires the review lodctlvities that have the potential
to impact stone walls
Prepare a maintenance and improvement prograntdioe svalls on public property

Respon5|bll|ty Historic District Commission, Town Council

Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 Years) and ongoing

Expand the knowledge of local history and culturalbtown residents in
an effort to create an awareness that histstiactures, artifacts and
documents are worthy of preservation and thaservation requires
public tax dollars as well as private financglpport.

Develop an education plan to increase local kndgéeof historic and

cultural resources.

- Ensure that existing and additional historic resomce preserved in a proper manner
and in a suitable location

- Prepare education program

- Utilize Town Hall as a "classroom" facility
Seek funding for preservation efforts and educapimgram

Respon5|bll|ty Historic District Commission

Time Frame: Ongoing
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Hopkinton provides limited public services and ksieis for residents and some are provided from
regional efforts. Services that are provided m Tlown include public safety and fire protection
within the Hope Valley/Wyoming and Ashaway Fire titds. Both have volunteer personnel.
Recreational facilities, social services and lifgisgrvices are also provided by the Town. Through
the Public Works Department, municipal buildingsd aagquipment are managed. Residents
participate in the regional Chariho School District

v (%

1

The Town does not have a municipal water supplyesy$ut the Richmond Water Department
provides service to a part of Hope Valley. Thereenissues with well contamination in Hope
Valley and a wastewater management district wasbkshed for the village in October 1990 as a
requirement to extend a public water service llnefRichmond. The Hope Valley area had many
issues with failing onsite wastewater treatmentesys (OWTS). Since the area was dependent
on individual groundwater wells as a prime drinkvngter source, the failing systems were a threat
to water quality. Therefore, the water distribatgystem from Richmond was extended into the
area. The town has been discussing plans to extaadsystem, but discussions are very
preliminary at present. Residents in the restetdivn otherwise rely on individual or community
wells.

The Richmond Water Department relies on groundvsaterces via two wells in the Upper Wood
Aquifer off Foley Drive. The primary well producé48,000 gallons per day (GPD) and the back
- up emergency well produces 324,000 GPD when tivaapy well is not in servicé.The
emergency well is not used during normal daily afiens but can run simultaneously with the
primary well in the event of an extreme emergenshsas a large fire. The RWD does not own
or operate any water treatment facilities. Thera i800,000-gallon water storage facility that
consists of one above ground standpipe with anfloverelevation of 281 feet. There are
approximately 38,500 feet of 12 - inch water mama @pproximately 5,700 feet of eight-inch
water main. The system has no booster or transsniggimping stations. Well pumping and the
Standpipe elevation operate the gravity feed tistibn system. It has a single pressure zone.
There are 94 residential and 44 commercial sersisections. The average daily demand is
60,000 gallons per day. Subscribers are billechbially for water service.

The Richmond Water District has improved the emgstivater system by installing an additional
elevated storage tank and booster pump statioglponhaintain the ability to supply the anticipated
maximum demand. The 60,000-gallon average per G&p] is calculated over the course of a
year, but demand changes seasonally. The Richmaxtdr\Department estimates that average
winter demand is about 75% of the average annubi demand or 175,125 GPD. The average
summer demand is estimated in the range of 150%eaiverage annual demand or 350,250 GPD.

2 Richmond Comprehensive Plan 2012
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The Town currently maintains supply to meet a maxmdaily demand of 648,000 gallons from
the existing primary well source indicating thag tivater supply source should be sufficient to
meet Hopkinton’s needs for the foreseeable future.

The Richmond Water Department does not yet haveateMBupply System Management Plan
(WSSMP) but Hopkinton endorses the recommendatiotiuded in the Richmond
Comprehensive Plan, that one should be developg@adopted. Hopkinton will cooperate with
Richmond in developing and implementing a WSSMP pkitton will also cooperate and
participate in drought response measures, suchmoaisofing water conservation and restricting
outdoor watering as may be recommended by the RWD.

Outside of the village centers, it is still thepessibility of the private developer to develop a
water source for potable and fire usage and OWT&in property to meet the demands of their
project. They must be able to demonstrate to thenTihey meet the requirements of the Rhode
Island Department of Health and Department of Eonwinental Management. The Town requires
that development plans have the following statemegerding adequate water supplies:

“The applicant and/or their representative has isttgated the water source
proposed to serve the approved land developmenttédphere on this plan and
has found that an adequate supply of potable amdpwiable water exists to serve
the proposed land use activity, as such may beatkeddhe applicant acknowledges
that the Town of Hopkinton has made no expresseumnplicit claim that an
adequate water supply presently exists or will teatsany point in the future to
serve the approved land use activities associatéd this development. The
applicant further acknowledges that it is the appltit's sole responsibility to
ensure an adequate water supply for this developmaarmd not the Town of
Hopkinton.”

The Town has adopted a Groundwater and Wellheatt®imn Ordinance which establishes

allowable uses and permitting procedures for dgreknt within the established protection zones.
The purpose of this ordinance is to protect watlity of existing community system wells and

non-transient, non-community system wells. The whapicting the protection zone (on page 23)
is updated as new wells are developed.
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WASTEWATER

The Town of Hopkinton does not presently have aesesystem or wastewater management
district. Wastewater is managed by individual homeers with Onsite Wastewater Disposal
Systems (OWTS). Conformance wittand Use 2025encourages development within the
established Urban Services Boundary, a generaldaoyrof areas where public services support
urban development or will through 2025. Focusingwgh in already-developed village centers
will maintain the Town’s rural character. Howevtrese areas need to be able to accommodate
that growth. Hope Valley is found within this bowamg and, at present, it cannot.

Because of the failing systems, treating wastewai&iso a concern for the Town in Hope Valley.
Currently, while wastewater is treated by OWTS, gb#s conditions in and around Hope Valley
are generally not suitable for these types of systeThe maps above show the soils of Hope
Valley characterized by the Natural Resource Caagien Service (NRCS). They indicate very
severe for suitability for on-site septic absorptields and due to poor filter characteristicslsso
further restrict the support of these types ofayst.

A Wastewater Management Commission was establigheddress these issues and develop a
plan to create solutions, but the commission istira due to lack of volunteers for vacant seats.
The Town must work to fill these positions and teeade the commission.

It appears that the area may be a candidate Bwarsystem; however there are no funds available
in the Town’s budget to develop and maintain asystAs a result, to maintain the environmental
integrity of surrounding natural resources, futafél development within the village should only
occur if and/or when a system is in place.

The Land Use chapter also highlights future growthExit 1 and water and wastewater
management will be critical to support this grow#i. Exit 1 the Town sees opportunities for
economic development activities. According to thét E Development Area Study, it would be
the responsibility of a private developer to comstra water source and distribution system for
both fire and potable water that would servicedtea. This system would be privately funded and
maintained by a single entity and serve all devalept in the Exit 1 vicinity. Development density
would be contingent on the yield of a proposed a&ekxit 1.
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Developers at Exit 1 and other areas designatedniged use will also be responsible for
implementing innovative OWTS, which also will be med, operated and maintained by a private
entity. Similar to development of a water sourde type and density of development will be
determined by the OWTS that can be developed &etttire district, serving several parcels rather
than individual systems on each parcel.

8

Hopkinton does not offer municipal curb-side pigkfor trash or recycling. Commercial haulers
are hired by individuals who bring waste directiythe Central Landfill. The Town supports the

goals of the Solid Waste Management by encouragmtig waste reduction through reduction,

reuse and recycling in all town policies. The cotreolid waste management system works well
and is very cost effective for Hopkinton resideriitss expected to continue functioning well for

the foreseeable future.

Hopkinton has an agreement with the Town of Wegtehereby Hopkinton residents may dispose
of refuse at the Westerly Transfer Station. Thidudes recycling for paper, plastics, compost,
clothing, batteries, motor oil and oil filters, @) e-waste and hazardous wastes. Currently, the
amount of refuse and recyclables brought to thet¥vgsTransfer Station by Hopkinton residents
is not tracked. The agreement between the two tavasssigned March 30, 2006 and there is no
expiration. There are no plans to amend this ageeém the near future.

Over the past several years, Westerly has incraagetypes of materials which can be recycled
at the facility to 25 categories. Items include,oaign others, propane tanks, electronics, scrap
metal, used motor oil, automotive batteries aresbtioil filters, wood stove ashes, rubble, clothing
and mattresses. The facility will also accept trtiids and refrigerators. Various fees are assedtiat
with these items, except for cooking oil, bookgj-fneeze, bikes, scraps, paint, and rigid plastics
which are collected for free. Additionally, residean also drop off leaves and grass at no charge
and brush for a per-ton fee. All compost materascurrently sent to Earth Care in neighboring
Charlestown. Westerly has also discussed implemgrdi municipal food-waste composting
program.

Currently, the number of Hopkinton households whige the transfer station is not tracked.
According to the Rhode Island Resource Recoveryp@ation, the actual total solid waste
received from the transfer facility yields a reaygl rate of about 30 percent and an overall
diversion rate (all items diverted from the langifif 39.8 percent. These are below the state goals
for municipalities of 35 percent and 50 percerdpestively. However, many Hopkinton residents
also use private trash collection and recyclingises that are also not tracked. Hopkinton will
continue to promote recycling locally and will wonrkth Westerly to increase use of the drop-off
facilities to meet the state’s 35% recycling anéoddiversion goals.

ol
Rhode Island’s Energy PlaBnergy 2035 (Report 120aims to create sustainable and affordable
energy infrastructure that can meet the State’sggndemands and stimulate economic growth.

One of the primary strategies to achieve thesesgsatio increase fuel diversity by developing
local renewable energy production facilities rattiean relying on out-of-state energy sources.
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Reduction of energy consumption through communityoivement and strategic municipal
planning can also make a significant impact inSkege’s energy demand.

" ]

Global energy consumption has increased substigntieér the last century due to economic
growth and a changing standard of living. Increatmtl use creates a need for growing
transmission infrastructure to meet the energy seaid expanding development. Although
Hopkinton has remained rural, its energy demandit@asased significantly in the past several
decades, making energy an essential componenteoT@ln’s strategic planning process.

Hopkinton can also benefit from improved efficiertbyough upgrades to its municipal facilities,
and a community-wide effort to reduce energy corgion. Hopkinton’s Energy Plan will
coincide with the state’s goals as well as The Tewand Use plan goals discussed in the Land
Use Section of this Comprehensive Plan. Statewlaenihg’'sLand Use 2025developed in 2006,
promotes a “rural-urban plan” to be used by Rhaliend cities and towns as a guide for future
development. This land use strategy encouragesig@ineighborhoods and mixed-use villages,
while conserving and maintaining open space andléard. By focusing future development in
existing villages and strategic locations adjaderihterstate 95, the Town of Hopkinton will be
able to minimize the need for expansive energystfucture associated with sprawl. This type of
planning also reduces the average vehicle milegled by residents and municipal vehicles,
reducing the use of energy consumed by the tratetpor sector.

By making notable efforts to reduce municipal egargnsumption, Hopkinton hopes to promote
town-wide private and residential efforts to do siaene.

A R T
National Grid is Rhode Island’s electricity transsion network. Electricity consumed in the
state is transmitted from plants in New England #aedMid-Atlantic and is generated by natural
gas, nuclear, coal, and hydroelectric power. Algon@as Transmission Company supplies
natural gas throughout Rhode Island and is suppitedeby storage sites in the Appalachian
Basin, as none currently exist in the state. Codl@etroleum derived fuels, such as diesel and
gasoline are shipped to the state through thed®@tovidence and are distributed locally by
trucks and freight train.

$
The primary forms of energy used by The Town of Kiojpn are electricity, propane, gasoline,
and oil. In 2014, the total cost of The Town’s #lietty was $62, 374. This includes electricity
consumed by street lights, the 1904 School, Towh, Bepartment of Public Works facility,
Animal Control facility, Crandall House and Barmliee Station, and the Thayer House (Post
Office).

Nearly half of the Town'’s electricity use is attrted to street lights. This includes street ligis

Wellstown Road, Town House Road, and Main Streased on analyzed National Grid data from
2013 and 2014, the average annual electricity copson due to street lights was approximately
169,000 kilowatt-hour (kWh). This costs the Towrartg $50,000 annually, which accounts for
80% of Hopkinton’s municipal electricity costs. Ellecity costs vary across the town’s many
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accounts and within each account over time. Theaast of electricity in the data period ranges
from a lowest observed cost at $0.05/kWh for thecBdstation to a high of $0.36/kWh for the
Wellstown Road streetlights. The Main Street shigies also had a generally higher unit cost,
which ranged from $0.11/kWh to $0.17/kWh, thanToe/n’s other accounts. The town is now in
the process of replacing street lights with LED fem This change is expected to save the town
approximately $27,000 per year in street lightiogts.

Of the Town’s municipal buildings, also based otadaom 2013 and 2014, the Police Station
consumes the largest percentage of electricitypproximately 94,300 kWh per year. The

Department of Public Works facility and Town Hatinsume between 20,000 and 31,000 kWh
annually. Combined, the Crandall House, Activityn@s, and Crandall Barn consume almost
23,000 kwWh. The 1904 School, which is no longeuse, the Thayer House, and the Animal
Control facility each consume less than 5,000 k\ithuzlly.
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Based on Suburban Propane data from 2013 and #t8Zpwn’s average yearly propane costs
total $9,930. This includes propane used to heafitht and second floors of Thayer House as
well as the Police Station. The police station comss about 72% of the Towns total propane.
Although propane consumption by the Town’s municipailities declined from 2013 to 2014,
the price of propane increased, resulting in higitdr4 costs.

Oil is used to heat the DPW Facility, Town Halla@dall House, Crandall Barn, and the Animal
Shelter. The total average yearly oil cost for éhlesildings is $23,822 according to the 2013 and
2014 data from Gingers Oil.

The combined propane and oil heating cost for therilis $33,752 per year. The heating cost for
each municipal facility is depicted on the chaifble




) $ *

$
4
nt+ &'
$ ("%
4 / m$ (" !
/ .
=
4 | =l
F* 1
uF8

The Town’s highest energy costs are attributedasotine consumption by municipal vehicles
used by the police department and the Departmd?uilolic Works. The Town’s municipal vehicles
use at least 27,300 gallons of gas per year.

The Police Department has 18 vehicles used bydha Managers, Chiefs, Captains, Supervisors,
Front Line Officers, and Detectives. The Police &rément also has a Humvee for emergency use
and three vehicles used for detail. The fuel consdion for the month of January 2015 was 1,442
gallons at a cost of $3,243. Due to seasonal \éitjalin vehicle use, and winter months
consuming less fuel, the actual yearly gasolinesaomiption and cost for police vehicles are much
higher than the pro-rated value produced from #oeudry 2015 data. The Police Department
estimates the actual cost of fuel consumption tmbbke range of $60,000 per year. The average
fuel efficiency of the police vehicles is approxtelg 17.8 miles per gallon. Several of the more
recently purchased vehicles have efficiencies pf@gmately 20-22 mpg.

The Department of Public Works has 20 vehicleslutiog pickup trucks, a street sweeper, a
bucket truck, and a backhoe. The yearly gasolimswmption is approximately 9,968 gallons,
which costs the DPW approximately $32,550 annudbiypending on fuel price fluctuations.

* 1
The majority of the energy consumed nationally enerated from nonrenewable foreign
resources. Global competition for fuel sourcesteeanstable and unpredictable prices, with the
potential for local supply shortages. This indisadeneed for locally generated renewable energy
in order to ensure economic security. Renewableggrntechnology has evolved to allow rising
global energy demands to be met in a more sustainady, but it is crucial for this to be
implemented on a community level.

The Town of Hopkinton can benefit from renewablergy generating technologies as a way to
decrease long term energy costs, increase The Soemérgy independence, and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. Renewable energy prajeothave the potential to create local jobs,
particularly in the fields of construction and pFse$ional and technical services.
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A solar farm has been approved at the location‘baacre former gravel pit south of Bank
Street. Photovoltaic solar energy systems in comialeand manufacturing districts also
provide renewable energy opportunities

SINCE 2010

- In order to assess the need for municipal facititprovements, Preliminary Energy Audits
were conducted by Johnson Controls and Norescb,ib@011. Each of these audits evaluated
the energy use of Town’s public buildings and reswnded upgrades to the facilities that
would help to increase efficiency and reduce overaérgy consumption.
Between 2012 and 2013, The Town made numerous ipahigpgrades using its Energy
Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG).eTBECBG program was enacted in
2009 as part of the U.S. Department of Energy’s Atae Recovery and Reinvestment Act, a
national investment in community level energy edficcy and renewable energy technologies.
Upgrades made using these funds include updatechdes in the DPW Garage, replaced
heating and cooling units in the Town Hall, Ene&par light bulbs, Energy Star appliances
installed in Crandall House, and building weathatian measures, such as insulation and door
replacements.
In 2012, the town made an agreement with Nationmal @ construct an Electric Substation
off RT 216 (Ashaway Road) at AP 2 Lot 38, whichlwaplace two existing substations: Oak
Street (AP24 Lot 49) and Hope Valley at Dow FieddPR8 Lot 143). This new substation is
necessary to meet the increased and ever-growiagenlemands of the community. After
much consideration, the location of the new sulmstaivas chosen because of its minimal
visibility from bordering properties, its proximityo existing transmission lines, and
subsequently its minimal impact on the landscajpés $ubstation is an improvement for the
town with regard to supply capacéynd aesthetics
In January, 2014, a zoning amendment was pass®euadl photovoltaic solar energy systems
to be installed in the commercial and manufactudisgyicts.
As part of a state-wide initiative, the Town is iog with National Grid, to convert
approximately 500 streetlights to LEDs. This projexin installation phase. Since street
lighting is Hopkinton's largest electricity expenseis project should significantly reduce the
town’s energy consumption and cost.

CHALLENGES
Funding for municipal facility improvements.
Public awareness and support of climate changeggedficiency, and renewable energy
alternatives.

Emergency and Public Safety

The Town of Hopkinton Police Department is located recently completed new station at 406

Woodville Road, near the Town’s municipal officéd$ie force is comprised of 15 officers and 7

civilian employees. Hopkinton is provided full, tatg-four hour service by the Department, which

received over 20,000 calls in 2014. The Departnaésa provides animal control services. As a
new facility, the Police Station is expected to hibe needs of the community for the foreseeable
future.

The Ashaway Volunteer Fire Association (AVFA) anedge Valley Wyoming Fire District
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(HVWEFD) are Hopkinton’s two responders to fires. PA¥was chartered in 1936 and its firehouse
has recently been renovated and added on, folloajpgoval from district taxpayers. From 2009
to 2015, AVFA averaged 379 annual responses. HVWiEB established in 1982 and includes
two stations within the Town’s boundaries, at 99&iMStreet and Camp Yawgoog. From 2009 to
2015, the district, which also includes a portidnneighboring Richmond, has averaged 479
annual responses. The recently improved firehdasadequate to meet future needs for
firefighting in Hopkinton.

Social Services

The villages of Ashaway and Hope Valley are alsthiserved by their own libraries. Each is a
member of the Ocean State Libraries system, allgwlhother participating libraries in the State
of Rhode Island access to their collections.

Ashaway Free Library (ashfreelib.org) is locatedkomght Street in Ashaway and is regularly
open during weekdays and Saturdays. The independemprofit library offers a collection of
over 25,000 media items including books, periodi@add DVDs. Computers with internet access
are available for use and events and programsedalechntinuously throughout the year.

Langworthy Public Library is located on Spring $tren Hope Valley and its goal is to provide
readily available access to materials, servicesrdodmnation for the education, entertainment and
enlightenment of all. The library is open duringekdays and Saturdays, providing local history
archives, year-round programs and events and ett@gcessible computers. The library has
additionally established a technology plan withigion of providing its visitors with up-to-date
electronic resources through its facility, webgiéamgworthylibrary.org) and social media pages.

The Town’s Department of Senior Services is locatethe Crandall House on Main Street and
provides Hopkinton’s senior and elderly populatiangh several programs including weekly

lunches and coffee hours, tai chi twice each weekaamonthly visiting nurse. Individuals aged

65 years and older who have been Town residenthi@ameéowner for a minimum of five years

may also receive a property tax discount dependentheir income. Some services are also
provided by the Wood River Health Clinic a privaten-profit community health center. Existing

social service facilities appear adequate to metatipated future social service facility needs.

The Town of Hopkinton is one of three towns, alowgh

Charlestown and Richmond, served by the CharihoidRay
School District (chariho.k12.ri.us). In its curresirategic plan,
Vision 2018 the District states a mission to ensure studerast
high academic standards and are prepared forrigeearning and
productive global citizenship and outlines fourlgoa

1. All students will acquire the knowledge to meetihg
increasing demands of a globally influenced world.

2. All schools will be rated as commended or leading.

3. All families and the community will demonstrate pest
for and value of education.

4. All students will utilize technological tools to legince and expand opportunities to learn.
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Six strategies encompassing 33 actions are addiljoestablished to ensukésion 2018is met
successfully.

Kindergarten through grade four learning is prodide¢ both Ashaway Elementary School and
Hope Valley Elementary School. Hope Valley addiéitbyprovides preschool education. Chariho
Middle School, located in Richmond, encompasseslegdive through eight. Chariho High
School, also in Richmond, provides curriculum foaides nine through 12 and offers students the
%- + opportunity to be enrolled in the
Chariho Area Career and
Technical Center. The Center
$ 'B "& offers a wide range of programs,
such as cosmetology and
4 engineering, drafting and
7 design, which allows eligible
n students from Hopkinton and
I several other communities to be
Il industry certified and earn

n| college credits at the time of
no| receiving their high school
no| diploma. It appears that the
T capacity of the schools is likely
i I /1 / /1 to be more than adequate for the

foreseeable future.

Figure 4 shows Chariho school enroliment historg &mgure 5 shows projections of future

enrollment from the Rhode Island Department of Etioa (RIDE). Enrollment has been

declining for most of the next decade. That decignexpected to continue. Therefore, with good
maintenance and some improvements over time, egischools should prove adequate for
projected future enrollment with one exception, ¥.S.E. School
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The R.Y.S.E. School is an alternative school latatext to the football field on the Chariho
campus. The current leased facility consists ofli@Bed trailers, with annual payments of
$110,400; the lease expires in 2017. The Schoosd®itwo programs for approximately 55
students, some of whom are placed (by a speciaatidn team) in a clinical day program and
some of whom apply to an alternative learning psogrThe District has proposed the building of
a permanent facility attached to the Middle Schdbk permanent facility will provide equitable
facilities for students; it will be an alternatit@econtinuing the practice of leasing which willsto
nearly $200,000 annually for new linked traileksopkinton supports replacing the leased trailers
with a permanent facility for the Alternative Learg Program.

$

During the update process, the Director of Publark¥ revisited the Town’s facilities, including
buildings managed by the Town. Overall, providingguate office space for town departments
continues to be an on-going issue at the Town Bathplex. A Town Hall Expansion plan has
been prepared to address these office space ceranairconstruction is expected to begin in 2018
or 2019. Developing a long-term Capital ImprovemBtan will also help in addressing these
issues. A full inventory of municipal facilities govided in Appendix D. Map 9 shows town
offices and facilities.

/& ™

The Recreation Department and Senior Services Dapat are located in the Crandall House
Recreation Complex. The complex will need improvetaelue to its aging facilities. The existing
playground structure is made of pressure-treatestivemd is aging. The Crandall House itself is
the original farmhouse. A modern fire alarm systeas recently installed, but the building needs
updated wiring and reconstruction of the chimnegofprehensive survey of the structure should
be done within the next five years. The Activityn@a should also undergo a comprehensive
survey. It is anticipated that the structure musiargo expansion and/or major renovations to
bring it up to current fire and ADA codes. The suimding play areas will need upgrading soon.
Due to the high water table at this site, therecarginuous maintenance issues for play courts and
parking areas.

The Thayer House is currently home to the FinandegPdanning Departments. This building needs
a comprehensive survey of its structural integi@y.concern are sagging floors, doorways and
ceilings as well as overcrowding in
offices. The departments located
here need to be relocated until the
issues can be adequately addressed.
Although  there  were some
renovations done to the Thayer
House 10 to 15 years ago, they do not
meet the needs of the Town today.

A future use or other fate for the 1904
Ashaway Elementary School needs
to be established to make it more cost
effective to own and maintain. The

%
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school is an historic structure that is currenity m use. Alternatives that have been discussed
include demolition, sale or lease, deeding it te thhariho Regional School District, and
rehabilitating it for education or other communiise.

The Public Works Building was built in the early708. The Building and Zoning Office has
moved into the portion of the building that was wmed by the Police Department prior to the
construction of their new facility. The currenttstaf the building does not meet the demands of
the Public Works Department nor does it functioamasdequate office and garage space for their
operations. Air quality within the structure is@cern, noting the heating and ventilation system
in the offices is piecemeal and not an efficierd amodern system. The garage areas do not have
ventilation systems for truck exhaust, no fire mlaor CO detection. Equipment and vehicle
storage is limited. The Town needs a proper fgdiitwash vehicle and equipment that addressed
water quality and runoff issues. Overall, the bnidddoes not have working smoke or heat
detectors and lacks a sprinkler system. Equipmemted and managed by the Public Works
Department will soon have to be replaced, includimg slow plow fleet and grader. There is
opportunity within the Public Works Complex to erpacapabilities and provide the needed space
and equipment.

The salt storage building construction in 2005 heweing signs of rust and lacks adequate
stormwater runoff management on the site. Improves®® the site should be considered in future
capital improvement plans.

INFRASTRUCTURE: The Town has identified the following infrastruauissues during the
current update: Drainage on roadways and bridgetintees to be an issue throughout Town.
Long-term solutions need to be incorporated intGapital Improvement Plan to extend the
longevity of the existing roadways and their drgmaystems. Many roads have been built across
dams and culverts. These dams and culverts ndegitspected and those found to be deteriorated
should be repaired or replaced as needed. Hopkihts only very limited town-owned
stormwater drainage systems, the town still needketvelop a program to fund the maintenance
and improvement of its stormwater management system

*

According to the 2016 survey results, residentgyareerally satisfied with the public services and
facilities in Hopkinton. Emergency management amdblip safety ranked high while social
services and public schools were seen as areasi¢ledied the most improvement. Residents
articulated that more social programs should faougroups other than the elderly, yet provide a
greater variety of resources for the town’s agioguation.

When asked about municipal roads, residents haitaopinion regarding their condition and
maintenance. About half feel there are drainageesshat need to be addressed and maintenance
is lacking.
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The Hopkinton Police Department is located in a fewding constructed in 2004 at 406
Woodville Road. There has been an increase in, staffuding 15 police officers, nine
patrolmen, which includes one juvenile detectiwe sergeants, one lieutenant, one detective,
one community policy officer and one Chief of Peli@hey have also increase their fleet to
ten patrol cars, and three undercover surveillgmméece cars that are supplied by drug
forfeiture money.

A new tennis court was constructed at the Crartdiallse Recreation Complex in 2007.

In 2008, the Town Hall meeting room was completelyovated, including new foundation
supports and complete rebuild of walls, ceilingd #aoring. Most of the work was done by
members of the Public Works Department. Also inetli
in the renovation work were updates to electrigatem,
fire alarm system and other code requirements. The
Town Manager’s Office and Tax Collector’s Officeliwi
move into the renovated meeting hall.

New Ashaway Fire District Building was built in 280
A salt storage building was built in 2005.

Adopted a Wastewater Management Ordinance that
defines a district in Hope Valley. A Wastewater
Management Commission will administer and enforce

the ordinance.

Adopted a Groundwater and Wellhead Protection Quuie that establishes prohibited uses
within a protection zone to protect water qualityeristing supplies.

Instituted a low interest Onsite Wastewater Treatm®ystem repair loan program in
conjunction with the Rhode Island InfrastructurenBaRhode Island Housing and the
Department of Environmental Management.
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and the high level of public satisfaction with pblic safety and other
municipal services

Policy PSF :

Objective PSF|

Objective PSF

Recommendation

Recommendation

Objective PSF|

Objective PSF

cloZ\MERIgNl To maintain the high level of public safety and otkr municipal services

Support creating positive incentives for encourggvolunteers for the
Fire and Ambulance Service to meet the personnglimrements for
adequate staffing.

Maintain the proper level of personnel and equipmempace with the
town's growth.

Evaluate local population trends to ensure théit@ofire and municipal
employees meet future requirements.

Responsibility: Town Manager

Time Frame: Ongoing

Develop new municipal facilities consistent with tbwn's need and
financial ability.

Develop additional municipal building space that sensitive to the
existing location and historical setting of testing Town Hall and the
adjacent Thayer House

Responsibility: Town Manager

Time Frame: Mid-term (3-5 years)

Consult with Town departments in planning for dddial municipal
office space to relieve overcrowding and adslsggecial requirements.
Responsibility: Town Manager

Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years)

Develop an annual Public Works Capital Improvemdtan that
establishes a systematic program of publicdmgl improvements and
capital equipment acquisition with the engagemef appropriate
personnel to ensure that the Public Works Depant is able to meet
space and equipment needs.

Responsibility: Public Works Director

Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years) and On-going

Maintain and improve the Public Works function scantinues to
maintain its high level of public satisfaction.

Ensure the proper planning for emergency managemastation.

Develop a Hazardous Materials Plan as part oTtven’s Emergency
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Operations Plan to identify the issues of hda@as materials in the
workplace and on roadways.

Responsibility: Emergency Management Director

Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years) and ongoing

[clo\MESIZy”  To maintain and improve the quality and delivery ofsocial services.

AR Coordinate planning and implementation efforighwther local and regional
social service organizations to improve acteservices needed by residents.
P i

Partner with South County Community Action andestsocial service
organizations for tri-community (Hopkinton, Chatt®sn and Richmond)
efforts in order to formulate and implement theassary social service
programs in the three towns.

Establish a senior service advocate or providat toordinates efforts
with the towns of Hopkinton, Charlestown andl®nond
Responsibility: Town Manager / Public Works Director / Public e
Director / Committee on Aging
Time Frame: Short-Term (1-2 years)

Determine the transportation needs of the senitrens and youth in
order to assist in their participation in rextrenal programs.
Responsibility: Recreation Director
Time Frame: Short-Term (1-2 years)

To provide a safe, high quality and sufficient drirking water supply to the
town along with effective wastewater management na solid waste
disposal/reduction which is sensitive to environental concerns and
growth management

Objective PSF| Protect the surface water bodies and aquifer tlmattdbute to the town's
water supply.

ARSI Utilize water availability estimates of the Rleodland Water Resources Board
in order to assure that development doesxuwsezl the availability of potable
water.

Objective PSF| Encourage solid waste reduction through source céida, reuse and
recycling.

ARSI s Use local regulations to control land uses gt drinking water quality.

ARSI Work with the Town of Richmond in the coordimatiof water supply
protection planning and drought response.
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Develop and maintain a town-wide educational pmogrthat informs
residents on the proper use and maintenanc®rosite Wastewater
Treatment Systems.
Responsibility: Wastewater Management District Commission.
Time Frame: Short-Term (1-2 years) and ongoing

Assist owners of On-site Wastewater Treatmente®ystin maintaining
and reconstructing these systems, includinglempnting innovative
technologies where appropriate.

Responsibility: Wastewater Management District Commission
Time Frame: Ongoing

Implement the newly approved town-wide Wastewktanagement
Facilities Plan, and develop a Non-Point SoMemagement Plan
(stormwater runoff) consistent with the NatiCailltural Resources
chapter of this Plan.
Responsibility: Town Planner
Time Frame: Mid-Term (3-4 years) and ongoing

Educate the residents of Hopkinton on the impeeaof recycling solid
waste. The Town will consult with the Rhodeaisl Resource Recovery
Corporation for technical assistance.
Responsibility: Conservation Commission
Time Frame: Ongoing

[ClOA\MERIR  To maintain and improve the quality of education through traditional and
innovative approaches, both public and private.

IIAEEIEE  Involve Richmond and Charlestown in planningtfer future of the Chariho
Regional School District.

RIS  Continue to support the Chariho RYSE  Alternatiearning Program and the
improvement of facilities for that program

ARSI s Conduct periodic assessments of needs for taféeilities related to
education

TYAEEIEE Provide a formal organizational structure for oegil education issue
resolution.

Objective PSF Maintain and improve library services in relatiornpopulation growth and

service needs.

TAEEIEEE Recognize Hopkinton's library services as a vdkiabltural resource. Continue
to comply with the Rhode Island Office of Libranychlnformation Service
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Standards.
[eIJYW:EIE:E To Reduce Hopkinton’s energy consumption
EOIWYARSIENE Increase the energy efficiency of municipal figies and vehicles

=hI[WYASSIZNE Incorporate energy efficiency and sustainabifitdesign of Town Hall
renovations.

Conduct a full audit of all public buildings andplement recommended
changes.
Responsibility: Town Council/Town Manager/DPW
Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years) and ongoing

Evaluate the feasibility and cost of installingpvoltaic and/or wind
powered electricity generating technologiesramicipally owned lands
and facilities, particularly building rooftopsid the capped landfill on
Stubtown Road.

Responsibility: Town Manager/Town Planner/DPW
Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years) and ongoing

Replace the Town’s vehicle fleet with fuel effictesehicles. Encourage
the purchase of alternative fuel vehicles wpessible.
Responsibility: Police Department/DPW
Time Frame: Ongoing

H[AASIEM® Through public awareness and education, encouesigents to reduce their
energy consumption.

Create an energy conservation webpage on the Somebsite with
educational material about energy efficient Bamprovements, such as
weatherization, energy efficient light bulbedaeplacing HVAC systems.
Responsibility: Town Planner/Building Official/IT Director
Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years) and ongoing

ORI Endorse future land development that is sustéenabergy efficient, and in
accordance with the Town’s Future Land Use Map.

EelOARSIEN Continue to implement policies and regulatioret ffromote development
adjacent to 1-95 and limit sprawl in order to méig the need for expansive
energy infrastructure.

Consider incentives for businesses to utilize gefficient techniques in
new and re-development building projects.
Responsibility: Planning Board
Time Frame: Long-term (5+ years)
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Responsibility: Planning Board
Time Frame: Ongoing

ARSI aFN, Encourage renewable energy projects in the grisattor.

Consider expanding the current zoning regulattoredlow photovoltaic
installations in residential districts.
Responsibility: Planning Board
Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)

Consider a zoning ordinance to permit wind-engngjects in appropriate
zoning districts.
Responsibility: Planning Board
Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years)




The primary mode of transportation for residents asitors to access, travel within and commute
to work in Hopkinton is operating a motor vehidlee percent of households owning at least one
motor vehicle has increased slightly from 94.7 patén 2000 (US Census) to 95.6 percent in the
2010-2014 period (American Community Survey 5-ystimates) while households owning three
or more vehicles has risen from 21.7 percent t8 p8rcent in the same time frame. Biking and
walking are additional modes, though they are lusd more commonly for recreation than for
transportation. Public transportation provided hg Rhode Island Public Transit Authority
(RIPTA) allows weekday connections to Providenhe,dtate’s capital and metropolitan center.

"1$

Hopkinton is served by a network of rural roadwaigmificantly unchanged for over a decade.
Primary roads connect village centers and provizkess to Interstate 95. Local roads through
residential areas are narrow and winding, followtimg local topography. The road classification
system and the primary function of each type ofirfmaind in Hopkinton are as follows. Map 10

shows the major and minor roadways and they aelli; Table 8.

Expressway: An expressway is designed specificidly high speed travel. Since an
expressway has controlled access, no at-grades@tténns and no parking, it functions as a
highly efficient carrier. The interstate highwayopides the highest level of travel mobility
and no direct property access. 1-95 in Hopkintoa ismited access interstate highway with
interchanges at Main Street (Route 3 at Exit 1) Whbdville-Alton Road (Exit 2). The
interstate crosses through central Hopkinton froomr@&cticut to Richmond, a distance of
approximately 5.7 miles.

Arterial: A minor arterial carries large volumestiaffic through the community. It is designed
for trips of moderate length, slower speed and marel access then principal arterial.
However, like the principal arterial, a minor aid&provides access between the interstate and
residential and commercial areas in the commuBitizh facilities may carry local bus routes
and include connections to local collector roadse $egment of Main Street (Route 3) from
Westerly to 1-95 is the only road in Hopkinton ddi®ed as a minor arterial.

Collector: A collector delivers traffic from loca¢sidential roads to the arterial. Land access
is a secondary function of the collector streetibgfenerally less restrictive than on arterials..
A minor amount of through traffic can be carriedaynajor
collector. Minor collectors most often provide mowent of
local traffic within residential areas. There aB8D miles of
classified major collectors and 19.90 miles of si&sd minor
collectors in Hopkinton.

Local: There are approximately 100 miles of loazds in
Hopkinton, most of which are paved. They providescti
access to abutting properties and serve to prduisdevels
of mobility to and from collectors and arterials.
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The Rhode Island Public Transit Authority (RIPTAppides weekday bus service to Hopkinton
on its 95x route, connecting Providence and Wasteal RI-3 and [-95. A fixed stop is located at
the park-and-ride lot at I-95 Exit 1 and all buaesequipped with bicycle racks to facilitate multi
modal travel. A Fridays-only rural ride, 301, prdes several stops in Hopkinton along its route
between Westerly Station and Stilson Road in RiamndrIPTA additionally provides ADA
compliant paratransit service through its Rlde Paog Use of public transportation as a means of
commuting to work increased slightly from 2000 (Pefcent as identified in US Census sample
data) to 2014 (0.5 percent as estimated by the larelCommunity Survey in its 2010-2014 5-
year estimates). Hopkinton residents have acogsadsenger trains at the Westerly train station
and to air travel at Westerly Airport and also aeé&h Airport in Warwick. Freight shipping in
Hopkinton is by truck as the town does not have @ty or multi-modal shipping terminals.

Ro
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An on-street bike route begins in the village oa&ord in Westerly, travelling along Riverside
Drive to Alton-Bradford Road in Hopkinton and Bukiille. From Burdickville, the route
continues into Alton, then on Church Street in Ridmd to Wood River Junction. The route
terminates on Alton-Carolina Road in Charlestowndieg in Carolina. Although there are no
commuters biking to work identified in either the(® Census or the 2010-2014 ACS 5-year
estimates, many residents indicate an intereskindy particularly for recreational purposes, and
the Town would like to expand access by develogirgke path in cooperation with RIDOT,
Richmond and/or Charlestown to connect with thetexg South County path.

There are many local hiking trails within open spand conservation lands, but otherwise no
formal walking paths through Hopkinton. Sidewalksl arosswalks are found mostly within the
more active village centers, such as Hope Valley Ashaway. From 2000 (US Census) to the
2010-2014 period (ACS , the number of workers wagkirom home to work (and from work to
home) has doubled, though walking commuters acclmurdnly 1.6 percent of all workers as of
the 2010-2014 period.

$ $

In general, the existing transportation systemdesgaate to meet both current and anticipated
future transportation needs. When asked about npahicoads, residents have a split opinion
regarding their condition and maintenance. Abolit feal there are drainage issues that need to
be addressed and/or that maintenance is lacking.

When meeting with the Hopkinton Land Trust, thepressed an interest in developing a trail
system that connects the Town’s open spaces, ingudeveloped recreation facilities. The
system should be done in coordination with othgrar@al land trusts and neighboring towns.
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In the Exit 1 Development Area Study, the town dk encourage a wide range of
transportation options, building on the existingkPand Ride. Proposed is a greenway trail
and constructing sidewalks within the mixed uséridisto connect employment centers with
commercial and residential areas.

A program has been established for the identifscgtiprioritization and scheduling of
preventative road maintenance.

Widened, repaved and replaced a culvert on Palmmele@eading to a new, office complex.
Please contact Planning Department for a more camfisting of roadway improvements
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[efoy.\Oll To improve and maintain a safe, convenient and affient traffic circulation

system throughout the town.

Policy C1 Encourage and support RIDOT in maintaining androwmg the state roads

system in Hopkinton.

Policy C Maintain a formal program for road maintenancey nead construction, and

accompanying drainage facilities.

olicy C3 Work with the RI Department of Transportation (RID) in improving

| B0

Objective C

Recommendation

Objective C

Objective C |

Objective C

the transportation system in Hopkinton, partaclyl along state roads and
bridges, to ensure that improvements occurmraaner that increases
traffic flow and minimizes community disruption.

Provide for the orderly and adequate integrationmadds within existing
and proposed subdivisions.

Modify subdivision regulations to require conneaos of adjacent

subdivisions wherever possible.

- Require streets in a proposed subdivision to pefad a continuation of existing or
parallel streets to abutting property

- If the abutting property is not subdivided, theestrwithin the plat being subdivided
must be constructed to the property line of thetaimland or a right-of-way
granted to the town

Responsibility: Planning Board
Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)

Maintain the functional integrity of the existingad system by applying
the appropriate land use controls and designew standards.

Modify subdivision regulations and Zoning Ordinario require off-site
transportation improvements where new developmlkaces additional
burden on the existing circulation system.

Responsibility: Planning Board, Town Council

Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)

Correct existing road deficiencies to improve satatd traffic flow.

Continue to update program developed for the ifieation, prioritization

and scheduling of preventative road maintenance
- Establish an annual budget for road maintenance
Responsibility: Public Works Director

Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years) and ongoing

Encourage the development of linear recreationahgportation facilities




that support the increased use of alternatieaesiotor vehicles for
transportation and provide a more equal balabeéveen transportation
modes.

Develop a system of pedestrian and bicycle ttalksng major areas in
conjunction with RIDEM and neighboring commugstto provide
recreational opportunities and a major northifs@lternative
transportation corridor (See Goals and PoliofeRecreation,
Conservation and Open Space chapter).

Responsibility: Recreation Commission
Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)

Objective C | Preserve the rural character of scenic roads.

Identify and designate certain roads as sceniadngt appropriate design
standards for their protection (See Policiellatfural and Cultural
Resources chapter).
Responsibility: Conservation Commission
Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)




Enhancing economic development opportunities inktdpn will lead to growth of the Town'’s
tax base and labor force and improve the overallityof life in town. In doing so, it is important
for the Town to create a balance between new dpretat for economic purposes and protecting
the natural environment and historic and cultueslources. This means new industries must be
compatible both environmentally and physically wiile rural character of Hopkinton. Current
economic development initiatives have focused amlight manufacturing-high technology, local
commercial activities in village centers, recreasibopportunities like hiking and camping, and
agricultural businesses.

The focus of recent industrial businesses and psadaal offices

in Hopkinton has been in the area nearby 1-95 HxifThe

Hopkinton Industrial Park is a building constructed Gray

Lane in 2008. It contains office and manufacturisgace

available for lease. Businesses currently withenghrk include

HTPMeds and HiTech Machine and Fabrication, bdiivésion

of Hitachi America. HTPMeds manufactures medicdling

while HiTech Machine and Fabrication machines ptotshe

Department of Defense industry. L3 Chesapeake &esen

Corporation is a developer and manufacturer of-sutbmarine ware systems. They are a high-
technology company that specializes in the devetyntesting and integration of towed sonar
arrays for use on-board submarines and surfacecsimppatants. Phoenix Optix manufactures
copper and fiber optic cables. Seacon Phoenix naatwes parts for both military and
commercial use for underwater and high pressurghhanvironments. Both Phoenix Optix and
Seacon Phoenix are a division of TE Connectivitpother fine example of Exit 1 economic
development is A/Z Corp, which is located in a sefgbuilding at the corner of Wellstown Road
and Route 3. A/Z Corp is a leading specialty desigth engineering firm.

At Exit 1, ProSystems Integration and Hi-Tech Resfiinc. are located across from the RIPTA
Park and Ride lot, although there are no sidewatksrosswalks connecting the business to the
lot. ProSystems Integration is a design and engimgé&rm that manufactures panels and control
cabinets. They recently moved their headquartens fPlainfield, Connecticut. The facility is
considered state of the art. Hi-Tech manufacturge technology extrusion matching. At the
Hopkinton facility, they design, manufacture andypte technical customer support.

Smaller commercial and office uses are found invili@ge centers
of Hope Valley and Ashaway. These businesses sethie local
community, including restaurants, retail, a varietyservices and
other commercial activities. Offices associated hwiawyers,
realtors, consultants and medical professions k@ lacated in
these areas.
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Being a rural community, the recreation and opeatsgdacilities in town offer other economic
development opportunities. These include the mamypgrounds as well as tackle shops,
equipment retailers and other businesses that supigdors to the public parks where they can
enjoy canoeing, hiking, fishing and hunting.

%

According to the American Community Survey (ACS¥n estimated 23 people were employed
in agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting in pkonton in 2015. Roughly half were male and
half female. However, this does not paint a whaltgurate picture of agriculture in Hopkinton.

Many agricultural enterprises are family run busses that do not typically count family members
as employees. A more detailed perspective carbtaned by looking at working farms and the

role they play in the community. The matric belsts working farms in Hopkinton based on

1& (# 7 <

3 https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservisi#sages/productview.xhtml?src=CF
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data from Fresh Farm RI, Rhody Fresh, and the dsaoirthe Agricultural Division of the Rhode
Island Department of Environmental Management (RNDE

There are 34 establishments that provide a widgerah agricultural products. According to the
RIDEM definition, a “farm” is any place from whici,000 or more of agricultural products were
produced and sold, or normally would be produced swid during the year. That $1,000 is a
minimum, and most Rhode Island farms produce mustemA 2015 studyof the contribution

of agriculture to the Rhode Island economy estioh#t@t agriculture and plant-based industries
in Rhode Island are responsible for $2.5 billionaohual sales and 15,826 jobs. Total indirect
(spillover) effects were $1.89 billion and 7,73®go Combining these figures provides a total
economic impact of $4.39 billion and 23,562 jolsetvide.

dependent on agriculture. Florists, landscapingiragtors, cemeteries, and golf courses make
extensive use of agricultural products and senécekcontribute to the agricultural econémy

In Hopkinton, these include Barrett's Power Equipimen Main St. in Hope Valley and Rhode
Island Harvesting Company, Inc. on the I-95 extemsoad in Ashaway. These businesses sell
farm equipment regionally, bringing employment am¥enue to Hopkinton. Landscaping
contractors and services in Hopkinton include Strakendscaping and Construction on Pleasant
St. in Hope Valley, S&S Landscaping on CedarwoodihrHope Valley and The Lawn Warrior
and Son on Chase Hill Road in Ashaway. Tree sesvieelude Southern 401 Tree Service on
Woodville Rd. in Ashaway and Palmer’s Tree Serandédak St. in Ashaway. Local golf courses
include Ben Jackson Golf on Frontier Rd in Ashawhag, Fenner Hill Country Club on Wheeler
Ln. in Hope Valley, and Wood River Golf on WoodgilAlton Rd. in Hope Valley. Hopkinton also
has a Hope Valley Farmer’s Market although thatkeiamoves indoors in Wyoming (Richmond)
during the winter.

Hopkinton’s farmers provide fresh, wholesome, lbycgirown food for local residents. Farms,
farm buildings and farmlands are important partshefrural character of the community. That
rural character helps make the community an aitmagtiace to live and work and it contributes
significantly to the quality of life for Hopkintoresidents.

State-wide agriculture continues to grow. The 2QUSDA Census of Agriculture showed the
number of Rhode Island farms increased 2 percehtlaa amount of land in farms was up 2.6
percent from 2007. Rhode Island farms grossingthess $50,000

in sales make up the majority of farms, remainihg,846 from

2007, while those grossing $50,000 or more in sale®ased by

13.9 percent to 197 in 2042

Washington County has experienced more accelegatedh than
the state in its farms’ economic production. Betw@®07 and

4 http://sricd.org/2015-Economicimpact.pdf

> The Economic Impact of Rhode Island Plar@ased Industries and Agriculture:
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/agriculture/docuns@reenUpdate_Web.pdf

8 USDA Census of Agriculture, 2007 and 2012
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2012, the number of farms grossing $50,000 or nmkales increased by 23.2 percent to 69.
Additionally, the number of farms in 2012 gross®Bt00,000 or more was greater than in any
other county, making up 38.9 percent of the statal {(itself a 4.7 percent increase from the
previous census)

Hopkinton recognizes the importance of farms battha economic livelihood for local residents

and a major contributing factor to the rural chégaof the community. The Town adopted a Farm
Viability Ordinance, sponsored by the Conservatt@mmission, in 2003. The ordinance allows

farmers to supplement their farming activities witbome from other farm-based sources, such
as farm stands.

ISSUES

Despite the strong position of agriculture in thepkinton economy, all is not rosy for local
farmers and farm related businesses. Farmlanthad®&Island continues to be under threat from
subdivision, development and rising land pricesca@kding to the DEM, the state of Rhode Island
has lost 80 percent of its farmland since 1940 atioain anywhere else in the nation over the same
period and the tiny, densely populated state adésosleme of the most expensive farmland in the
nation, second only to New Jersey in average vaduecré

Rising Rhode Island land prices can be a barri&artd acquisition for new agriculture operations
that could otherwise expand the economic base éwyre in Rhode Island and Hopkinton.
Rising land values may improve farmer’s accessagutal, but they also lead to rising property
taxes that threaten farm profitability. That, umrt, can increase the probability of eventual sale,
subdivision and development of local farmland redgcthe amount of land available for
agriculture. Property taxes are not the onlysakat impact agriculture. Estate taxes tiednd la
values can also make it difficult or expensivertdiring farmers to pass farmland on to successive
generations and sustain the agricultural economy.

Restrictive zoning and land use requirements caremes prevent local farmers from engaging
in traditional and non-traditional business angylleo a profitable farm operation. Rhode Island
communities have been increasingly placing zoniingtd on such ancillary operations as
agritourism, farm festivals, corn mazes, farmerskeis, farm stands, hay rides, and use of farms
as event venues for company picnics, weddings,|ygrarties etc.

Changing Federal, state and local priorities wétspect to land, agriculture, and animal husbandry
also have a significant potential to impact agtiend in Hopkinton. Laws that regulate land
development, rights-of-way, veterinary practicesg agricultural chemicals such as fertilizers,
pesticides, fuels and lubricants can also affech fprofitability. Hopkinton will have to work
closely with local farmers, agricultural businessasd the farm bureau to help protect local
farmers from otherwise well-intentioned ordinanaét the potential for adverse effects on local
agriculture.

7 1bid.
8 http://www.providencejournal.com/news/20160905isguri-farm-program-would-help-beginning-farmersybu
land-at-steep-discount
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Farms that raise livestock also often have difficgletting access to support services, particularly
slaughter houses and meat packing operations.often necessary for local farmers to transport
animals out of state for slaughter, complicatingalofarming and raising the costs of animal
products for local residents.

The Town would like to focus future larger-scalemamic development initiatives around Exit 1
and Exit 2. Village centers offer many challengesstablishing light industrial or manufacturing
businesses due to poor soils, existing septic sypteblems and typically a high water table. The
Exit 1 Development Area Study assessed the potdotidevelopment in this area and found that
the Town could build on the new light industriabinesses recently established in its vicinity. The
Study also supports mix-use development to proves&dential and commercial opportunities.
Access to 1-95 also plays an important role in mgKexit 1 attractive to new businesses. The
Town should continue to support the adoption ofExé 1 Development Area Study, including
the associated guidelines and proposed zoning esang

* "(1 $

Residents overall are satisfied with the recenhendc development efforts put forth by the Town.
Important factors that the town should consider tte locations of new industries and the
designing of these developments. Design shouleéatethe rural character of Hopkinton and
incorporate appropriate lighting, hidden parkingl amore thoughtful landscaping. Residents also
support small businesses, such as retail and restsyand encouraging them in village centers.

% $+ $ 2346

New industries established in Hopkinton in recesdirg have been focused around Exit 1,
including Hopkinton Industrial Park, ProSystemsegration, AZ Corporation, and HTP
Meds, LLC.

A Property Tax Stabilization Ordinance was adopted.

Exit 1 Development Area Study incorporates areasohomic development with technology
districts.

The town assisted B2B Gateway, an electronic d#rdhange provider in relocating to
Palmer Circle at Exit 2.

Town adopted an Aquifer Protection Overlay Distantl a Wastewater Management District
in Hope Valley.

Town adopted a Dark Sky Ordinance recognizing tidleerand importance of dark skies for
the community.

Town adopted the Farm Viability Ordinance, whictiowk farmers to supplement their
farming activities with income from related soursesh as farm stands.

An Adult Entertainment Ordinance was adopted inoBet of 2005, which prohibits adult
entertainment uses in all zoning districts excegtstrial zones and only under a special use
permit.

1 $ $ $
[eloYXW=¥1 To provide for the expansion of the town's tax basby encouraging




development of new and existing lighna/or heavy industrial &
office/commercial business.

Policy ED &

Promote the development of public and/or privagéewservice to supply
economic development sites.

Provide and support the necessary services refiarentice businesses to
Hopkinton

Work with existing local businesses to strengttieir position and solve
problems

Work with RIDEC and the Federal Job Training amadtifership Act (JTPA) as
well as RI Department of Labor and Trainingrort and retrain portions of the
workforce

Support the adoption of the Exit 1 DevelopmentaA&tudy by the Town
Council

Obijective ED | Assess the most advantageous locations for newfacturing sites.

Evaluate parcels for new economic development dppiies

- Develop site criteria
- Assess services possibilities
- Examine environmental constraints
- Examine surrounding land uses
- Review current town regulations
- Determine number of acres required for absorptiear a 1-20 year period
- Select best location(s)
Recommend zoning changes where necessary

Respon5|b|I|ty Economic Development Commission
Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years) and ongoing

uses at Exits 1 and 2 off of I-95 as well asxisting village areas.

Objective ED Create opportunities for new office, commerciatiustrial and mixed

sERannEneERel)  Perform an in-depth inventory and analysis of tgwaent potential in

the Exit 2 area and existing village areasudirlg impact analysis, market

analysis and related infrastructure requiresient

- Include analysis of existing structures that ccagdre-used for economic
development purposes

- Remain consistent with related chapters of thia pliah regards to potential
development opportunities

Responsibility: Economic Development Commission

Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)

Delineate, map, and protect the stratified ddftigers that can support a

%
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Recommendation

Objective ED |

Recommendation

Objective ED

new water supply system for economic develogmen

- Evaluate the ground water potential of the grouatiewreservoir in town by
consulting existing mapping

- Highlight on Land Use Map the potential sites foradl community wells

- Assist with the identification and application frant/loan funds to develop
public/private water systems

- Use the Aquifer Protection Ordinance and Wastewdtaragement District to focus
new development

Responsibility: Town Council and Economic Development Commission

Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)

Identify and zone new areas for manufacturing@mrdmercial sites
Responsibility: Economic Development Commission / Town Council
Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)

Target specific types of business based on HopKstality of life and
locational advantages, balanced with businesgirements and impacts
to the environment.

Develop a plan of action and set of prioritiesai@et an industry

- Develop a set of manufacturing criteria for the tow

- Establish a set of locational advantages

- Review sites identified as new manufacturing zones

- Review natural and environmental constraints

- Review local ordinances

- Work with Commerce RI to direct these industriesitipkinton

- Work with Commerce RI, the federal Job Training &adttnership Act (JTPA), and
the Rhode Island Department of Labor and TrainiiD(R') to address specific
needs of the workforce

Responsibility: Economic Development Commission, Town Council
Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years) and ongoing

Provide the key ingredients to enhance the busid@sate in town to

provide more employment opportunities withia tbwn.

Policy ED € Provide and support the necessary services refuarentice businesses to
Hopkinton

Policy ED 7 Work with existing local businesses to strengttieir position and solve
problems

Recommendation

Direct and support the efforts of the Town’s EcmimmDevelopment

Commission (EDC) in their role to increase ewuit activity
- Restore active membership in the EDC
- Reuvisit EDC charge and revise if necessary
- Direct EDC to prepare marketing brochure
- Conduct initial Hopkinton business condition suresyl update yearly
- Review existing town regulations
Recommend changes to Zoning Ordinances. if negessar

Respon5|b|I|ty Town Council




Time Frame: Short-term (1-3 years)

Work with Commerce RI and the Federal Job Traiming Partnership
Act (JTPA) as well as Rl Department of Labor andifling to train and
retrain portions of the workforce
Responsibility: Economic Development Commission / Town Council
Time Frame: Ongoing

GOAL ED 2\ Expand and maintain the local tourism industry, induding ecotourism.

Support and promote services, facilities, armymms directed to assist the local
tourism industry.

Work with local chamber of commerce and busirmss®ciations to further
support their efforts.

STSA=RN Cultivate relationship with the South County Tism Council

ITSA=EE Support the efforts of the Wood Pawcatuck WaiisAssociation (WPWA) in
pursuit of Wild and Scenic Rivers designation.

Objective ED Promote and steer tourists towards the town®hes cultural, scenic,
and natural resources, as well as the towmn'sreercial enterprises that
support this activity.

Prepare promotional brochures
Responsibility: Economic Development Commission

Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years)

Develop signage program directing tourists to t@sractions
Responsibility: Economic Development Commission
Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)

Provide necessary services such as trash andsdebroval and public
restrooms at major public sites.
Responsibility: Economic Development Commission / Public Works
Director
Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years) and ongoing

[elo)YW=h¥] To grow local agricultural operations

=l[[WYASIDRY Support agricultural operations remaining incand take necessary steps to
preserve them.




+

VA=K Assist agricultural operations that are viahisibesses in concert with Natural
and Cultural Resources Goals and Policies,

Recommendation :

Recommendation :

Recommendation :

Consult with the RIDEM Division of Agriculture garomote locally
produced products to increase the income @l liamers.
Responsibility: Economic Development Commission

Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years) and ongoing

Collaborate with the RI Center for Agriculturaldrotion and Education
on agri-tourism through the Rhode Island Farey$/Program.
Responsibility: Economic Development Commission

Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years) and ongoing

Start a Hopkinton (or regional) farmers markeptomote sales of local
agricultural products.

Responsibility: Economic Development Commission

Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years) and ongoing

%
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The Housing chapter of the Comprehensive Plan dersthe existing housing in Hopkinton and

indicates how Hopkinton will meet the housing neetisesidents today and in the future. It is

important that the development or redevelopmeniiafsing be consistent with the goals and
policies of other chapters within the Comprehensilan, including the Land Use chapter and the
Public Services and Facilities chapter.

The Town of Hopkinton must meet the requirementthefLow and Moderate Income Housing
Act (RIGL 45-53), which promotes the developmenta¥ and moderate income housing. The
Act states that at least 10 percent of Hopkintdi@asing units shall be income restricted for at
least 30 years and shall be developed with thetassie of a federal, state or municipal subsidy
program. It should be noted affordability has safmrdefinitions for renters and owners;
affordable rental units may be priced at a maxinfionpotential renters earning 80 percent of the
area median income while the percentage rises @ofd2potential owners. The Plan outlines
strategies for the Town to address its growingrdtible housing needs and to help ensure that it
retains local control over land use decisions epkeg with the unique character of the community.
This plan provides the state mandated housing ptamuplan for LMI qualified housing, and
establishes goals, policies and recommended siatég fulfill housing needs locally and in
support of the state’s overall efforts to provid@aable housing to its residents.

It is important to Hopkinton that affordable honiesavailable to those who need them, whether
or not those homes are LMI qualified. To assessidesl for affordable housing, HousingWorks
RI annually examines the affordability gap betw#enactual income needed to afford to live in
Rhode Island and its communities and the costofdi According to HousingWorks RI's 2016
Fact Book, the annual household income needed toaolome in Hopkinton is $66,273 and the
amount needed to rent a two-bedroom apartment tisrepprted. The statewide average is
$49,526. This includes typical expenses such as foodspmartation, utilities, mortgage, taxes
and other expenses (see the Fact Book for mordsietehow these values were calculated). The
average private sector wage for jobs in Hopkin®1$40,240. This gap suggests the need for
additional affordable housing options in town.

From 2000 to 2007, the state and country saw ailgi®om with escalating housing prices and
large numbers of new homes being constructed. &estually led to over-building. During this
time, poor lending practices and easy credit maaeeabuying easy. Home mortgage loans were
available almost without regard to whether or mmidehold income could support the conditions
and repayment of the loans. Starting in 2007, #tenal and state economies began to decline.
The housing market became saturated with homeshendemand weakened. As the economy
declined, unemployment rose, exceeding 10 pergethiebend of 2008 in Rhode Island, the second
highest in the country. Housing prices and valuss dropped and new construction waivered.
These conditions have put residents at risk ohip#eir homes, both locally and regionally.

® HousingWorks RI 2016 Fact Book available at wwwsiagworkri.org.
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These factors have also greatly impacted Hopkirgnd the state’s ability to produce new

affordable housing units. As described in this ¢dgmHopkinton has made strides to meet the
demand for low and moderate income (LMI qualifiadjts. The economic recovery has again led
to plans for new market and LMI units in Hopkint@ithough these plans appear to be moving
forward slowly.

$+ %
According to the 2010 US Census, the populatiddagkinton was 8,188. In 2004, the Hopkinton
Affordable Housing Plan projected that developmemd residential growth would increase 21
percent over a ten-year period if the pace of agrekent between 2000 and 2003 continued, as
shown in Figure 6. However, after 2005, the ratees home construction and population growth
in Hopkinton leveled off. According to Rhode IslaBthtewide Planning projections, there were
8,346 persons in Hopkinton in 2020, an increasenbf 1.9%.
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In 2013, Rhode Island Statewide Planning revisedr thopulation projections. The revised
projections still portray a growing community, atlgh at a slower rate. According to the
projections, Hopkinton will gain an additional 3&&idents by 2020 to grow from 8,188 in 2010
to 8,570, a total increase of about 4.6%. At theesu average household size of 2.56 persons, that
indicates a need for an additional 150 housingsutit accommodate anticipated population
growth. By 2035, the population is expected to gtow,372 and to 9,537 by 2040.

Build-Out Analysis

Hopkinton’s future residential land use and popafatvas evaluated using a “build-out” analysis.
Build-out is the future condition in which all lamlfully developed as per the town’s zoning. This
analysis estimates how many more dwelling unitsgptan be built in town based on available
land and development constraints. The total nurob&Us and the total associated residential
population of the town are calculated for this fettbuild-out” condition. The year in which
build-out occurs is estimated based on the avedtagdlings built per year and the total number
of new DUs at build-out. The analysis can alsau$ged to estimate the number of DUs required
to meet the town’s population needs over the pltammeriod. The analysis meets the state’s
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standards (RICPSM 2016, 13.4 a & b), and follovesgtate’s guidelines for build-out using two
different methods described in the RI ComprehenBilaning Standards Guidance Handbook
#13, Planning for Land Use, Section 4), as sumradrizlow.

The first approach is a “Mathematical Assessmdrdt takes the total area within each residential
zone and divides each area by the minimum allowedize to determine total dwelling units.
Because some land will be used for new roads, gratierwise be unavailable for development,
between 10% and 30% of land in a residential zendirst subtracted before making this
calculation. Using this approach, approximately78, DUs might be built in Hopkinton under
current zoning. Given the 2010 census which sha3w8i8 existing DUs, and an average rate of
about 22 new DUs built per year, total resideriald-out would occur in the year 2251. Using
an occupancy rate of 95% and an average of 2.56op&rper DU, Hopkinton’s residential
population at build-out would be 21,102.

The second approach is a “Spatial Analysis” metinadl considers more site-specific conditions
such as existing development, lot size, and siganifi development constraints such as wetlands.
This method is likely to be more accurate tharsih@pler Mathematical Assessment. The Town’s
geographic information system (GIS) and the Rhaglant geographic information system
(RIGIS) provided data used for the Spatial Analysisresidential build-out. This approach
examined vacant residential lots and those devdltgie with sufficient developable land to build
at least one additional DU. Potentially buildapteperties were examined on maps depicting lot
boundaries, existing development and wetland sald,evaluated for their development potential.
Lots unlikely to support further development welimaated from further consideration. Each of
the remaining residential lot areas was allocateld Depending on the size of developable area
and the allowed residential density in that zoRer lot areas which might support four or more
DUs, a subdivision of land was assumed and 30%eofievelopable lot area was subtracted for
roads and other constraints before the total nurmbeew DUs was calculated. The number of
new DUs calculated using this method is 4,020.

Using more optimistic assumptions regarding a Ipidential for new development, a “high
estimate” calculated a total of 4,285 new DUs. daithe existing DUs estimated for the base year
2011, the total DUs at build-out would be 7,490s(estimate) or 7,775 (high estimate). At an
average rate of about 22 new DUs built per ye#al tesidential build-out would occur in the year
2197 or 2209 (best estimate or high estimate)ndgJan occupancy rate of 95% and an average of
2.56 persons per DU, Hopkinton’s residential popoeat build-out would be 18,216 (best
estimate) or 18,860 (high estimate).

Home Ownership

Hopkinton is largely composed of family househdds is like many other towns in Washington

County in having a high proportion of homeownermpared to the state. In 2010, 79.8 percent
of households in Hopkinton were owner-occupied, garad to 60.7 percent of households in
Rhode Island. According to the U.S. Census, theeeew45 renter-occupied households in
Hopkinton in 2010. In 2010, 29.2% of family housklsoin Hopkinton included children under

the age of 18 years (932 households). Hopkinton2B8ak% elderly occupied (65+) households
and 8.9 percent headed by residents aged 25 tee84 gld. Figure 7 presents the size of Hopkinton
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households in 2010. Overall, Hopkinton is a growaegnmunity of family homeowners, headed
by residents who are predominantly within childioegyears.
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Hopkinton is also a middle-class community with maechousehold incomes slightly higher than
the state. The 2015 5-year American Community Suestimated that Hopkinton had a median
household income of $70,413 compared to a statemieidian household income of $56,852.
Hopkinton has a slightly lower proportion of loncome households that Washington County,
with 11.9 percent of households having incomesvibéia5,000 and 4.9 percent below $15,000.
However, Hopkinton also does not have as many imgbme households as other communities
in southern Rhode Island. At least 55 percent lofi@liseholds in the towns of East Greenwich,
Exeter, New Shoreham, Richmond and West Greenvagk barned $75,000 or more in the last
12 months. According to 2015 ACS 5-year estimappyroximately 43.7 percent of households
in Hopkinton earned $75,000 or more in the lastitihths. Nearly one-quarter of households in
Hopkinton earned between $50,000 and $75,000, imsommost similar to neighboring
Charlestown and one of the highest percentagesashiligton County.

The predominance of middle class homeowners in ihb@k masks a starkly different income
profile among Hopkinton’s renters. Figure 8 presdaht 2014 ACS 5-year estimates of owner-
occupied and renter-occupied household income®pkidton. 26.1 percent of renter households
earned less than $20,000 annually compared toe2ckept of homeowners. 65.0 percent of renters
in Hopkinton earned less than $50,000 while ne@blpercent of owners earned $50,000 or more.
Figure 9 depicts the changing cost burdens of Hupki owner-occupied and renter-occupied
households.
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Source: 2010-2014 American Community Survey 5-gatimates (in 2014 US Dollars)

I %

Source: 2000 US Census and 2010-2014 American Caiityriurvey 5-year estimates
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Table 9 shows that Hopkinton had 590 households bélow 80 percent of median income with
significant housing cost burdens in 2010. Of thds®) households, 42 percent were elderly
households, 46 percent were families and 12 pewerg single-person households and other non-
family households (“Other”). 165 of the low and necate income households were renters, and
425 of the households were homeowners. Hopkintensignificant housing needs among its
family households. A majority of low and moderateame households with housing needs are
homeowner families. However, Hopkinton also hasificant need among its renter and elderly
owner households. The housing strategy needs tonanodate the housing burdens across
household types and tenure patterns.

* 9 % $) B+ $ ; 3 ) 2343
10,3 31, 153
1) #$ L % #$
B'( Il
L& /
). /
aF *4 +C 8

L )'8 1 2&( &8 ! (61 ) 9 2/
2 &

). [ G G (sl (&8&)
Lmg<$+< F) U]

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban DeveloprfiebdD) recommends that households
pay no more than 30 percent of their income forsiogicosts. According to the 2015 CHAS data,
the number of households within the community grathousing cost-burdened, meaning that they
are paying more than 30% of their income on hoysmd.,240 households or 36.2% of total
households. The number of households that areedg\verusing cost-burdened, meaning that they
are paying more than 50% of their income on hoysied80 households or 11.1% of total
households. The number of LMI cost-burdened houdshs 745 or 64.8% of total LMI
households and the number of LMI households tresaverely housing cost-burdened is 325 or
28.3% of total LMI households. The number of dostdened LMI households that are currently
renting is 285 or 38.3% of total LMI cost-burderrexiseholds while the number of cost-burdened
LMI households that own their home is 460 or 61.GP4otal LMI cost-burdened households.
Severely cost burdened LMI households run a sigpmfi risk of falling behind in housing
payments and consequential homelessness.

Currently Hopkinton does not provide shelter far Homeless within the community. Options
for the homeless include the Westerly Area RestMedls (WARM Shelter) which provides 19

beds, the Domestic Violence resource Center oftftSGounty (4 housing units) and the
Welcome House of Peace Dale with 17 beds.
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Housing Stock

The housing stock of Hopkinton is overwhelminglyrgmsed of single-family homes. In 2014,
81 percent of all housing units were either attdatvedetached single-family homes. Hopkinton
has a low percentage of multi-family housing ufili® percent); however, the percentage of multi-
family units is more than double that of the neigivg towns of Exeter, Richmond or
Charlestown. In 2014, Hopkinton had 704 multi-fgmilousing units out of a total of 3,707
housing units. Hopkinton also had 78 mobile homésch represented 2.5 percent of all housing
units in the town. Overall, the mix of single fayrand multi-family homes in Hopkinton appears
to be appropriate for the future as long as thelsugf both types of housing continues to grow to
meet future needs.

The age of Hopkinton’s housing stock is evenly diad between housing units constructed prior
to 1970 and those constructed since 1970, withet®gmt constructed between 1990 and 2010.

The country and the state are still recovering feomeconomic crisis fueled by over-building and
poor lending practices that greatly impacted tlae& housing in 2008. From 1996 to 2006,
Hopkinton issued building permits for 340 singleafly homes, an average of 34 single family
homes per year. From 2008 to 2015, Hopkinton issethits for 107 single family homes, an

average of 13 homes per year. The number of resadiéunilding permits issued has risen sharply
in 2014 and 2015, with 17 permits in 2014 and 220a5, indicative of the growing recovery in

the local housing market.
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Some existing homes are still being vacated duertclosures. There were 13 foreclosures in

Hopkinton in 2012, 7 in 2013, 17 in 2014, and 1@015. Housing Works RI estimated that the

total rate of foreclosures in Hopkinton in the guarter of 2015 was 0.26%. This is higher than

the overall state rate of 0.16% and is the sixghést rate in the state. Foreclosures impact the
need for affordable housing by displacing ownenspwhen become renters, thereby increasing
the need for rental units both regionally and state.
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Sales and Affordability

Home sale prices in Hopkinton increased substéyntrathe early 2000s and threatened to become
out of reach for many working families. The medmite of a home in 2000 was $129,848. That
rose quickly to $205,000 in 2003 (The Warren Grd@f)3) and, in 2004, 76 percent of homes in

Hopkinton were sold for $150,000 or more. Mediamkrices continued to rise through 2005

but then, after 2008, they began to decrease dubkete@conomic slowdown. Since then, the

Hopkinton housing market has been slowly recovering

The Rhode Island Association of Realtors reporteat tmedian single-family home prices
statewide grew from $210,000 in 2010 to $225,00R0h5°. Figure 10 shows the median home
sale prices in Hopkinton from Year End 2008 to 20%mgle-family home prices fluctuated
between $225,000 and $250,000, with 2012 droppnthé lowest sales price in recent years
($185,000). Condominium median sale prices hava ks stable, decreasing overall from 2008
to 2011 and peaking in 2012, at $299,900, befoeenafglling to $155,750 in 2015. Similarly,
multi-family median sale prices experienced a majescent during the recession and grew
between 2013 and 2014 before experiencing anddssr severe dip.

Note that these numbers reflect the value of hotin@isare selling, not necessarily the median
value of all homes. Since only a small percentddkeototal housing stock in Hopkinton is condo
and multi-family housing, the spikes in condo andtirfamily homes probably do not indicate a
new trend. Instead, they appear to be anomaliebugtble to a very small number of high priced
units selling locally while housing values and satentinue to recover slowly in the region and
state-wide. As sale prices of homes continue & fgeal, state and national economic conditions
began to improve. Figure 11 shows that single-fahmime sales increased 90.5 percent from Year
End 2008 to 2015 while multi-family and condo safese generally held stable through the
period.

10 Single Family Year End — 20HhdSingle Family Year End - 201prepared by RI Living
http://www.riliving.com/About-Rhode-Island/HomeSsalmdex.aspx
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According to the 2010-2014 American Community SyréeYear Estimates, 42.2 percent of
monthly rents between 2010 and 2014 were betwe80 $2d $750 per month. However, the
Census also showed that 25 percent of renters pkiHimn paid more than 30 percent of their
income for gross rent. HousingWorks RI's 2014 HogsFactbook showed the average two-
bedroom unit in Hopkinton was renting for $1,186hieth was adjusted to include utility

allowances such as for heat, cooking fuel, elattrand hot water. Hopkinton’s limited supply of

multi-family homes and high percentage of homeowrsrggests that Hopkinton’s supply of
rental housing may be too limited to meet overathdnd.
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Unmet Demand

Hopkinton faces a series of typical barriers toghavision of affordable housing including lack
of substantial infrastructure in the form of towater and sewer, substantial wetlands, a variety
of soil conditions and geological features thatndd lend themselves to development (at least
14,772 acres) and large amounts of the availablie (25 percent of the Town’s acreage) under
Town control, or set-aside for recreation, opercepar uses not compatible with housing.

The HousingWorksRIl 2015 Factbook indicates that hbB8seholds, or 21% of the 3,398
households in Hopkinton are renters. Of these,3245% paid more than the recommended 30
percent in gross income for shelter. Assuming thusgéseholds continue to live in Hopkinton,
they constitute a baseline for unmet need in thntdn addition, based on current demographic
and household trends, it is possible to createighr@rojection of the additional need that will be
present by 2040 if no action is taken. Assuming bimausehold size and the percentage of renter
households in the town remain unchanged, thereb&i,990 households in Hopkinton in 2040.
If 21% of those are renters, there will be 838 aknhits. Assuming 45% of these remain cost
burdened, then the total number of cost burdenetlrbouseholds will be 377. That represents
an increase of 56 households over today’s estimgtigskinton will therefore have an estimated
56 new households with unmet needs for affordalaesimg by 2040. Recognizing current
economic conditions, it appears clear that the dhehfiar rental housing, and especially affordable
rental housing, is likely to increase within thgiom.

Populations with special needs also have an uneratdd for affordable housing opportunities
in Hopkinton. According to the Census, nearly ludlthe special needs households are very low
income. Home ownership may not be financially felesfor them. Beyond the development of
group homes, ADA-compliant rental units should heluded in some housing projects. For
example, the Rockville Mill development includeslIMI qualified units, two of which meet the
requirements of the Americans with Disabilities AEhe Town will work with a partner for the
development and input with regards to increasimgateopportunities for this population through
incentives.

There is also an unmet demand for affordable hgusith regards to the elderly and households
occupied by families and homeowners. Approxima®y4% of Hopkinton’'s 590 Low/Mod
income households with acute housing needs (houwsists in excess of 30 percent of income)
were elderly occupied. 45.8 percent of the hougihalith housing needs were occupied by
families (270 households). Over two-thirds (64.9cpat) of the Low/Mod households with
housing needs were homeowners. According to Howioiks RI, 190 of the 240 affordable units
in Hopkinton (79%) were reserved for elderly ocaupaand another 27 (11%) were reserved for
special needs occupants, leaving less than 10%ahbleato family occupants.

Overall, any housing strategy that attempts to ntketidentifiable needs of the Low/Mod
population will have to strike a balance betweergpams that meet the needs of elderly renters,
family renters and special needs renters along with unmet homeownership demand. To
accommodate the Town’s goal of attracting and metgiyoung families, special emphasis should
be applied to ensuring that a portion of futurediog units will be able to accommodate larger
families, which are typically units with three oone bedrooms.




Beyond rental housing, housing prices in Hopkingoe increasing at a rate that may make
homeownership possibilities for low- and moderatmme workers in the community more
limited. There are fewer and fewer housing unitlable in the community for less than $200,000
and year round rental stock is increasingly beioigverted to home-ownership stock as families
with greater resources relocate to the Town. Hdpkimust find ways to increase production of
affordable housing to meet the State requiremeimieéncontext of local concerns about growth
management including school system impact, theeasing cost of development, and steady
upward regional pressure on the price of housing.

Hopkinton Affordable Housing Partnership

The Hopkinton Affordable Housing Partnership waslglsshed to help guide the Town in meeting
its affordable housing goals through an ordinardmpgted in May 2005. The Partnership consists
of five members appointed by the Town Councilirtent is to develop housing that is affordable
and accessible to all residents and to ensure rieat housing is developed within the
environmental capacity of the land. The Partnerstofiaborates with other agencies and
organizations in the development of affordable Immyisind also works to develop local policies
and regulations that support affordable housinge Panning Department provides staff and
technical assistance to the Partnership. The Rahipehas the following powers and duties:

Maintaining a list of candidates for affordable bimg

Overseeing any lotteries or other mechanisms tiratral access to affordable units
Being responsible for managing any contractuaticeiahips

Seeing that Town policies, in regards to monitosrege followed

Establishing short and long term housing goalgHerTown that includes those in the
Affordable Housing Plan and creating an action ptameet them

Supporting and expanding the role of non-profitasrigations in developing permanent
affordable housing

Conducting a Housing Opportunities Plan to identifiglerutilized parcels that are zoned
either residential or non-residential and are blatéor high density housing or mixed
uses

Developing a site inventory of potentially suitablees for adaptive reuse such as mills
and vacant buildings

Considering the feasibility of tax abatement plamereate affordable units within
existing homes

Advocating the creation of affordable housing toe elderly and special needs groups
Researching priorities for installation and anyfatexpansion of town sewer and water
services and how new septic plant technology cbaltdarnessed to facilitate controlled
growth

Updating the Housing components of the CompreherRisan

Working with the Town Building Inspector to makeethat housing in Town is safe and
sanitary

Coordinating education programs to raise awareaegdsemove impediments to
affordable housing development

Keeping the Town apprised of changes in the Low Mudlerate Income Housing Act
Monitoring changes in the housing inventory indysind governmental programs by
conferences and seminars such as those offereddwy &mart Rhode Island
Administering an affordable housing land trust fund




The Partnership’s current priority activities are:

Completion an update of the Housing componente@ftomprehensive Plan
Development/implementation of rental rehab program
Development of a Mixed Use Village Ordinance

Meeting LMI Housing Plan Objectives

Specific strategies the Town is using to developl Igdalified housing to meet the 10% goal
include:

Implement mandatory inclusionary zoning provisitimat require LMI qualified units in
any development of six or more units.

Assemble development parcels and issuing Requas®réposals to attract developers.
By acquiring parcels and using this approach, tbeT can define specific parameters
including maximum density, design requirements affdrdability mix. This will also
enable the Town to impose the necessary affordabdstrictions that meet local housing
needs and any current definition under State Laganding what counts as an LMI unit.

Create rehab/reuse/infill and new construction whiMse strategies by developing
incentives that encourage innovative designs ran{fiom creating historic districts, to
applying creative uses of existing structures acformer schools and mill buildings, and
encouraging village center models that construeestevel retail with some professional
office space and LMI qualified apartments on thpardloors.

Implement Residential Incentive Zone as a compooéthe Town’s zoning ordinance.
This overlay would provide an alternative to thesshefor a developer to submit a
comprehensive permit in that it would provide forome stop approach to obtaining
appropriate relief from aspects of local zoningt timapede cost effective development.
Density bonuses would be directly tied to productad LMI qualified units that meet
identified needs with an overall cap on densitgane ratio of buildable acreage to unit
that is yet to be determined. This type of ovedesyrict would provide a framework within
which the Town and prospective developers coulatiagg on key development issues.

Progress in meeting the 10% goal has been slovodile slow pace of development in the state
and the town in recent years, but Hopkinton has begking steady progress in meeting affordable
housing goals. In 2004, Hopkinton had half of thenber of LMI qualified housing units required
to meet the state’s 10 percent affordability thaeddhOf Hopkinton’s 3,040 non-seasonal housing
units, 159 units (5.23 percent) were certified #erdable under the current state definition.
According to HousingWorksRI, by the end of 200&&were still 3,040 year-round housing units
in Hopkinton and of those, 21%7 percent) were LMI units. In 2015, the numbehofising units
had grown to 3,370 but affordable housing consimadtept pace with the growth in housing to

11 Housing Works Rl 2015 City/Town Fact Sheets “Hop&h Affordable Housing Facts” available at
www.HousingWorksRI.org




maintain the percentage of affordable units at 7.T#ble 12 lists the current LMI units in
Hopkinton.
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Many of the LMI units in Hopkinton are earmarked foe elderly. The Town still sees the need
to work towards developing projects that provide ILMits for families with a focus on young
families. As noted in the community profile, the dren age of residents has increased. Most
residents who were in their 20s and 30s at the ZIHsus appear to have remained in town, but
the number of those in their 20s and 30s at th® ZiEnsus was nearly 500 less. The Town needs
to focus efforts in their housing initiatives tdratt these individuals and younger families back
to Hopkinton. Housing types that would be most apgate are two and three bedroom units, both
for ownership and rental. The Town should devetantives that would encourage developers
to incorporate these LMI qualified units into théevelopment proposals.

Overall, the Town has reached 7.1% affordable myysignificant progress toward the 10% goal.
The Town achieved 53 units in the first five yeafsthe plan, but construction of affordable
housing has slowed since then. This is in largé ghae to the economy. Limited available capital
and credit to potential home owners and develogedshigh unemployment rates impacted the
housing market during this period. Joblessnesgsduinpurchasing power of families to buy new
homes. Lending institutions limited the funds ttdkstribute, which decreased home sales and
stymied new home construction, including constarcof LMI units. This is evident in the number
of building permits issued during the period (Tabl8.

As a result, some existing LMI qualified units remanoccupied, approved LMI units have not

been built and new proposals for affordable hougiegelopment have been minimal. It is

estimated that approximately half of the 53 unisated in the first five year period are vacant.
Additionally, there are 20 LMI units approved atr@aal Lane of Canonchet, but they have not
been constructed. The town cannot take creditiids hat are approved but have not been built
as LMl units.




A closer look at the reasons that these stratdgikesl to produce the anticipated housing units
suggests that mandatory deed restrictions maytbdgenng with housing production, especially
for owner occupied housing. At present, therestitehousing units available in Hopkinton, at
prices at or below the LMI index for 80% of medianome, that have no deed restrictions at all.
These properties compete with newly constructeel] destricted, affordable housing. Some home
buyers may be reluctant to pay more for an “affotefaunit in which they would have a deed
restriction limiting their future equity when theyan pay less for a home without any deed
restriction. Similarly, developers are reluctambtild deed restricted housing in a market where
unrestricted housing is available in a similar @niange.
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Nonetheless, there are some bright spots in houkgxaglopment in Hopkinton. There are future
development projects that have the potential talpece LMI units in the next five-year period
(years 6 to 10). These include the 14 approvedubthuilt units associated with Cardinal Lane
and the approved but unbuilt Brushy Brook developnoéf Dye Hill Road, consisting of 112
housing units, 26 of which are proposed to meet ktdhdards.

The Town is also moving forward with the implemeiata of other strategies in order to meet the
need for LMI qualified units in the next five-yeperiod. An inclusionary zoning ordinance and
Affordable Housing fund ordinance were adopted @1@ The inclusionary zoning ordinance
provides a 20% density bonus for qualifying prageamtd is expected to result in the development
of an additional 7 to 8 LMI qualified units per &wear period.

It is also anticipated that the zoning and polibgrges associated with the Exit 1 Development
Area will move forward and provide more opportusstifor the creation of affordable housing in

the years 6 to 10 five-year period and subsequestykar periods. The proposed zoning for the
area includes a Village Mixed Use Zone that encgesdhe development of a traditional village

with small-scale retail, office space, and a rapigeesidential housing options.

Overall, it is anticipated that the improving loeald state economies as well as the housing market
will provide a boost to housing construction andoioved household financial stability for
families to purchase new homes or move to new renits.




Meeting State Goals

State law and the State Guide Plan call for eachnuonity to have at least 10 percent of their
housing stock as qualified LMI units. Hopkintormierking towards that goal and the LMI units
it has produced support these efforts. StratepigsHopkinton has proposed are consistent with
the state’s plan because they allow for a higheeld@ment density in appropriate areas of town
such as existing villages and growth centers, k& 1 and eventually Exit 2, they allow for
zoning to support the development of affordablednay and they include taking part in regional
efforts to meet regional housing needs.

*

Public comments on the housing plan indicate thatésidents of Hopkinton understand the need
for affordable housing but survey results suggegpkihton residents are not supportive of the
state’s affordable housing goals. 72% of publioveyrrespondents answered yes when asked if
the existing housing stock provides an adequatgerahhousing opportunities to serve the needs
of a diverse population. There seems to be geagralement that development of new housing
should support a wide variety of incomes, partidylaf young families and those that chose to
rent rather than own their homes but support fbsglies and deed restrictions is mixed.
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Amended the Comprehensive Plan in 2010 andHbpkinton Housing and Affordable
Housing Strategy

Established the Hopkinton Affordable Housing Parthg to guide the Town'’s efforts in
meeting the goals of the Affordable Housing Plan

Conducted the Exit 1 Development Area Study, wlisbessed new economic development
and housing opportunities for the Town.

Adopted an Affordable Housing Fund Ordinance.

Added 67 affordable housing units since the adopbicthe Affordable Housing Strategy
Revised the Residential Compound Ordinance to enaédnicels that had been subject to an
earlier subdivision eligible for residential compoludevelopment.

Adopted an Accessory Family Dwelling Unit Ordinance

Adopted an ordinance that established the Townagfkdihton Government Subsidy Program
for Low and Moderate Income Housing.

Adopted an Inclusionary Zoning Ordinance in commpawith RIGL section 45-24-46.1
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GOALH Hopkinton will be characterized by safe, secure,rad attractive residential
neighborhoods.

o)o)[=lef\=l gk Promote controlled residential growth that servies heeds of the community
while preserving Hopkinton's environmental amgtdric assets and rural quality.

0)s[Ewil=NgF Promote the preservation and rehabilitation of bist properties and general site
improvements.

1
Policy H1 Screen new large-scale development for immedmteedl as indirect
environmental impacts.

Evaluate large-scale residential projects, inciggilanned unit
developments (PUDs) and mixed-use village dgraknts, during the
residential site plan review process for immageland long-term
environmental impacts using environmental penmce criteria and
impact statements provided by the developee&mh new project.
Responsibility: Town Planner / Planning Board / Zoning Board
Time Frame: Ongoing

Require developers of large-scale market levétiessial projects to share
the costs of servicing their developments lmyling all necessary
infrastructure improvements, including off sil@inage, septic systems
and water service to place less of a burdethe@mroperty tax base.
Responsibility: Town Planner / Planning Board / Zoning Board
Time Frame: Ongoing

Review existing areas of mixed use to determieé tbility to absorb
additional development and where possibleyalimited development of
mixed-use structures. In areas where squatetomercial rental rates
are significantly higher than residential rénses, use the differential to
off-set housing costs when both uses occupygesstructure.
Responsibility: Town Planner / Planning Board / Zoning Board
Time Frame: Ongoing

Objective H Consider and support the special security, affortitgtand accessibility
needs of low income families, elderly and o8p&cial needs residents.

Objective Hjf Preserve the integrity and character of Hopkintae'sidential villages.
Policy H2 Promote creative land planning for new large-soase&dential development.

Develop and enforce buffers and transition zongsévent intrusion into
residential neighborhoods by future new ecoratevelopment.




Recommendation

Recommendation

Responsibility: Town Planner / Planning Board / Zoning Board / Town
Council
Time Frame: Ongoing

Use land use controls, such as PUD and clustesiagilewent, to encourage
creative land planning concepts that reduceldgwment costs while
preserving open space and environmentally Bemsireas not otherwise
protected by local, state, and federal law.

Responsibility: Town Planner / Planning Board / Zoning Board / fiow
Council

Time Frame: Ongoing

Expand the current modernization programs whichatliFederal and state
funding to interior, access, and safety improgats for residential units
occupied by tenants and owners.

Responsibility: Tax Assessor / Building Inspector / Town Council /
Affordable Housing Partnership

Time Frame: Ongoing

efo\m]  Protect low income families, the elderly and othespecial needs residents of
the town from financially forced dislocation to other communities.

Policy H3 Ensure that the supply of public and subsidizadsshay for the elderly and other
special needs groups is sufficient to meet tieré demands.

Policy H4 Protect low income families, the elderly and otsgecial needs renters on fixed
incomes from price escalations caused by regiomaket changes by giving them
a high priority in the development of housing sgaes.

Policy H5 Property tax exemptions to elderly homeownersraportant benefits that
promote personal as well as neighborhood stabili

Recommendation

Recommendation

Continue the property tax exemption for the elgarid other special
needs populations of Hopkinton to prevent pgbperty turnover and
significant shifts in the occupancy of the Tdsvinousing stock as well as
to share the fiscal burden of the propertythegugh direct deductions to
the elderly homeowner.

Responsibility: Tax Assessor / Town Council

Time Frame: Ongoing

Extend eligibility for elderly and special needsyerty tax relief to
include qualified landlords who provide renfaits that are occupied by
elderly and special needs tenants and thateatiéied as meeting the
unique physical and lifestyle needs of thosamé¢ groups.
Responsibility: Tax Assessor / Building Inspector / Town Council
Time Frame: Ongoing

&%



In conjunction with neighboring municipalities, &te Island Housing, the

Washington County Regional Planning Councid ather regional efforts
focused on community development and affordablgsing issues,
research and maintain current files on Fedstate and local housing
subsidy programs in order to effectively refesidents and potential
developers to the appropriate agencies fosi@saie.

Responsibility: Town Planner / Affordable Housing Partnership

Time Frame: Ongoing

Enhance the Town’s grant writing capabilities &odsing advocacy

capacity to develop and expand local housifmgisly programs for low
income and elderly individuals that would sup@ssistance to residences
with retaining ownership of their property oitwpaying residential rents.
Responsibility: Town Planner / Town Council / Affordable Housing
Partnership

Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years) and ongoing

Maintain sufficient levels and proportions of afbrdable and accessible
housing stock for residents by sustaining and prodting LMI qualified
housing units in accordance with the affordable hosing plan and in pursuit
of the state mandated goal of 10% affordable housgunits.

Encourage the preservation of existing housingvig affordable and the
development of new low cost housing that israffble to low and moderate
income and/or first time buyers.

Encourage residential developments which can b&etea as cost effective
rental projects for low and moderate-incomedesis.

Promote and encourage affordable housing prognaitreted through the private
sector.

Expand and target public funding to increase treelability of affordable
housing.

Promote affordability through diversification dfet tax base.

SENEIEENERE  Consider residential incentive zone overlays apaa policy of

Conditional Zoning to allow larger mixed-usesdi®pment projects in
targeted areas of Town.

Responsibility: Town Planner / Planning Board / Zoning Board / Town
Council / Affordable Housing Partnership

Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years)
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Recommendation :

Recommendation :

Recommendation :

Recommendation :

Recommendation :

Recommendation :

Provide municipal subsidies, such as density besos waiver of fees, in
the subdivision regulations in exchange foeaalioper's commitment to
set aside a proportion of the proposed devedopras affordable units for
a period of 30 to 99 years.

Responsibility: Town Planner / Building Inspector / Planning BoArd
Zoning Board

Time Frame: Short-term (I-2 years)

Use local discretionary funds, such as CDBG fumdsther public
monies, for affordable housing programs inatgdiental
deposit/rehabilitation funds, financial assis&to first-time home buyers,
family housing rehabilitation programs and adung pool for land
acquisition for the purpose of residential landkiag.

Responsibility: Town Planner / Town Council / Affordable Housing
Partnership

Time Frame: Long-term (5+ years)

Encourage the establishment of local bank branahdgheir participation
in affordable housing programs within the comityy such as community
land trusts, favorable terms for affordable $ing projects and
contributions to the organizational and opersl costs of private
nonprofit housing activities.

Responsibility: Town Council / Affordable Housing Partnership

Time Frame: Ongoing

Contract with a private non-profit housing orgaatian to provide local
housing referral, assistance and coordinatanéget the demands on the
Town to coordinate, manage and control locaisig programs.
Responsibility: Town Council / Affordable Housing Partnership

Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years)

Through local and regional resources, employ comiypland trust and
land bank models for the acquisition, assemblagedawelopment of land
for affordable housing and to otherwise ensurddhg-term preservation
of affordable housing. Target development by isguleveloper’s
Requests for Proposals (RFPs) that specify parasnietduding
maximum density, design requirements and affordsglriix.
Responsibility: Town Council / Planning Board / Affordable Housing
Partnership

Time Frame: Long-term (5+ years)

Create zoning and policy incentives that will ease the supply of
housing for rental occupancy, especially low aroderate income rental
units.

Responsibility: Town Planner / Planning Board / Zoning Board / Town
Council / Affordable Housing Partnership




Recommendation :

Recommendation :

Recommendation

Recommendation

Recommendation :

Recommendation

Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)

Develop a Linkage Ordinance that ties commeraaktbpment to
affordable housing development and recognizesnpacts of large-scale
projects on the community.

Responsibility: Town Planner / Planning Board / Zoning Board / Town
Council / Affordable Housing Partnership

Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years)

Consider Historic Restoration Strategy for villagll and supporting
multi-family housing projects that could utdizxisting mill buildings that
are or may become vacant.

Responsibility: Town Planner / Planning Board / Zoning Board / Town
Council / Affordable Housing Partnership

Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years)

Analyze new uses for town surplus buildings, idahg as affordable
housing uses and develop template RequestdmoBal documents that
enable quick response by developers for bigklimhich may have low or
moderate income potential, depending on thd asdhey become
available.

Responsibility: Town Planner / Planning Board / Zoning Board / Town
Council / Affordable Housing Partnership / Putorks

Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)

Participate in regional strategies that suppatdévelopment and
retention of affordable housing.

Responsibility: Town Planner / Planning Board / Zoning Board / Town
Council / Affordable Housing Partnership

Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)

Work with Rl Housing and the General Assemblyntead the “Low

and Moderate Income Housing Act “The Act” (RI@%-53) in a manner
that will include Section 8 vouchers, mortgagesie by Rl Housing that
are affordable to low-moderate income persand,dwellings that have
recently sold at a price affordable to low-m@de income persons, into
the official count of the local number of affiable units as maintained in
accordance with the Act by Rl Housing.

Responsibility: Town Planner / Planning Board / Zoning Board / Town
Council / Affordable Housing Partnership

Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)

Participate actively in regional strategies, unithg establishing a regional
HOME consortium, an Affordable Housing Trust Fumdi/®r a Housing
and Redevelopment Agency that will leverage statefaderal funds and
draw on the strengths of each town.




Partner with non-profit developers and the sclsystem on
comprehensive permit applications that providergelgercentage of LMI
qualified units in conjunction with well-designeddawell managed
affordable housing initiatives.

Work with the General Assembly and other Rhodanidlcommunities to
advance revisions to the Rhode Island Low and Maiddncome Housing
Act that would aid cities and towns to successfallget the requirements
of the Act.
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The Land Use chapter of the Comprehensive Plarsiglple the town to its desired vision of
growth and development. In Hopkinton, residentsigaiural character. Protecting open spaces
and conserving natural landscapes help to maintia@ character. Community growth is
unavoidable, but it must be managed to presena character, protect the taxpayers, and enhance
the natural and built environments of the town.

$1 ! + %

Rhode Island’s current Land Use Guide Plaand Use 2025yas adopted in 2006 and establishes
the State’s vision of its future development anigrsf municipalities guidance in reaching these
regional goalsLand Use 2025ocuses on preserving the rural areas of the $atdirecting
development to areas already serviced by infrastre@nd utilities. An Urban Services Boundary
(USB) was delineated “to denote a significant dexa@on in urban pattern — the future boundary
of areas that should be more urban in charactesugethose that should retain a more rural
character.” The USB is considered a general boyrafareas where public services support urban
development or will through 2025. These servicekitte public water and sewer as well as public
transit. Hopkinton has no public sewers. Areas withe USB are called Growth Areas, defined
as developed areas where maintenance, infill anderean accommodate growth as well as
undeveloped areas that are suitable for new dewetop Growth Centers outside the USB have
also been identified as potential areas for futmosvth, which have either been proposed.agd
Use 202%r identified by local communities. The Statecourages communities to identify growth
centers that meet the overall goald.ahd Use 202%@nd objectives of communities.

In Hopkinton, the state has designated USB areasndrthe villages of Hope Valley and
Ashaway. These areas are historic mill and industnters and are at a higher density than the
rest of town. The State Guide Plan has deemedillagesof Hope Valley to be within the Urban
Development category of an USB. Further, the S&itgle Plan recommends that undeveloped
areas within the Urban Development category of 8 U&ving site and/or resource constraints, or
limited services are more appropriately develogethaverage density of under one dwelling unit
per acre. Most of the village has already beerldged under R-1 zoning which originally called
for 20,000 square foot minimum lot sizes (2.2 up#s acre).

The Town has several concerns regarding increa&nglopment within Hope Valley due to poor
soils, high water table and failing septic systgi@se Public Services and Facilities chapter).
Hopkinton does not plan to install public sewergvdmere in town although the town does provide
assistance to upgrade existing septic systemstidddily, water service to Hope Valley from the
Town of Richmond extends only to Spring Streetaltih, in April of 2016, the town issued a
request for proposal for engineering services taloot a feasibility study of an expanded system.
Due to the lack of infrastructure and significaagaurce constraints, Hope Valley is presently built
beyond carrying capacity. Therefore, any futureeflgment within these and the other villages
of Hopkinton should be within the capacity of emvimental constraints associated with soils,
floodplain and wastewater management.




The Exit 1 Development Area Study was an efforttby Town to meet the challenges of
preserving its rural character while continuing@g@ommodate new growth. Findings showed that
access from [-95 provided opportunities for neweadepment and existing businesses would be
the anchors. As discussed in the Economic Develapotepter, new manufacturing and office
businesses have established in the vicinity of Exahd the town sees ample opportunity to build
on this success. The Study proposed new zoninglemelopment guidelines that would create a
mixed-use village center at the exit that includ#erdable housing, recreational activities and a
variety of mobility options. The town of Hopkintafso committed to an Affordable Housing Plan
strategy designed to achieve affordable housints @tiExit 1 However, the property owners at
Exit 1 have indicated that such a mixed-use villageot economically viable. Should a mixed-
use village center become viable at Exit 1, stiateghould reflect planning practices of New
Urbanism and Traditional Neighborhood Developmermtvtoid strip commercial development and
large-lot single family subdivisions and there dddoe an emphasis on walkable communities
with smaller lots.

As the next step, the Town would like to revise addpt the study and incorporate its land use
plan and development guidelines into local polioy implementation. Furthermore, the Town
would like to undertake a similar effort at Exitdhd assess the potential for this area to
accommodate new growth and set parameters on hovatage such growth.

After revising and approving the Exit 1 Developmarna Study, the Town would like to consider
designating the Exit 1 Development Area as a Gra@ehter. The Development Area is seen as
an alternative to areas shown by the state asmiitiel USB. According to the study, lands abutting
Exit 1 are better able to accommodate developmetduse of better soils, lower water table and
anticipated future development opportunities. Wiagkwith developers, water and wastewater
systems can be planned for future growth. It walltbe responsibility of the private developer to
develop on-site water supply systems for potabe arsd fighting fires, with the logical water
source being the Ashaway aquifer, and on-site wedts treatment systems (OWTS) in
conformance with state OWTS regulations
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With climate change causing increased weather ese@rity and measurable sea level rise, it is
important to consider natural hazards in the mpaicplanning process. Strategic infrastructure
and thoughtful land use planning are essentiateatsng a community that is resistant to natural
hazards. Hazard mitigation efforts help to prot€be Town’s resources, the property and
wellbeing of its residents and businesses, andn#taral environment and rivers that make
Hopkinton a desirable place to live and visit.

8
The Town of Hopkinton maintains a Hazard MitigatiBtan, which evaluates the impacts of
natural hazards in The Town and the strategiepiffeventing future damage caused by these
hazards. The Hazard Mitigation plan is to be uptlateery 5 years and approved by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the RhddadsEmergency Management Agency
(RIEMA).




The strategies of the Hazard Mitigation Plan inetud
Prevention
Property Protection
Structural Protection
Public Information and Involvement

Hopkinton participates in the National Flood Inswz@ Program (NFIP), which enables property
owners to purchase insurance against flood lossgsegjuires State and community floodplain
management regulations be followed to reduce fl@bated damages in the town. As part of the
NFIP, Flood Insurance Rate

s (FIRM) are used to designate flood hazard zohesse are used by The Town to determine at-
risk flood areas and to ensure that developmepgoabide by the applicable regulations of their
respective flood zone designations. The FEMA floodndaries are depicted on Map 11 enclosed
within this Comprehensive Plan. The 500 year flbedard zone is the boundary of the flood that
has a 0.2 percent chance of being equaled or esderany given year. Zone A is the 100- year
floodplain determined by approximate methods. Neebfood elevations are shown within this
zone, as detailed hydraulic analyses are not peddrin these areas. Zone AE is the 100-year
floodplain as determined by detailed methods. kagtbne AO represents areas of 100-year
shallow flooding where average depths are betweemd13 feet. This usually refers to areas where
stormwater sheet flows across sloping terrain.\Adlufan flood hazards area also shown in this
zone.

Hopkinton’s Zoning Bylaws and Subdivision Regulagdelp to mitigate the impacts of new and
redevelopment construction projects on the towmglrblogy, and help to protect new
development from the impacts of flooding. The Swulsibn Regulations currently include
standards to prevent erosion and storm water ft@gp@ite designs are required to avoid impacting
ground water and aquifer recharge, and to redupemious cover and cut and fill, which alter
the natural hydrology of the watershed. In ordgurevent future development from contributing
to, and from being damaged by flooding, the FlodainrPand Water Course Protection Zone
prohibits building below the 50 year flood elevatiddditionally, any development that falls
within the High Flood Danger (HFD) zoning distmatist comply with provisions, such as elevated
public utilities, for Areas of Special Flood Hazard

( $

Flood Control System designed to prevent repetito@d issue on South Drive
Replaced Culvert in Egypt Street

Backup generators being installed at the Town kiadl Crandall House

Began utilizing GIS to develop a storm drain dasgband map

Ongoing tree limb removal

1 >%
The 2012 Hopkinton Hazard Mitigation Plan includebazard risk assessment matrix based on
frequency of occurrence, area of impact, and pitentagnitude of damage. The hazards that
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Wildfire risk in the town is greatest in early spyiand late fall due to strong winds,
low humidity and dry fuels. The summer months ciso dave dry fuels during long
drought conditions, which can increase the poterta wildfires. Although the
frequency of wildfires is relatively low, the poteal magnitude is very high, making it
a high priority hazard for The Town.

3. Tropical Cyclones:Hurricanes and tropical storms are a priority haZar Hopkinton
due to their frequency and large impact aiz@amage from these storms is primarily
caused by high winds and heavy precipitation. Rexnyg from hurricane damage can
be costly for both municipalities and property owmeAlthough unpreventable,
damage caused by tropical cyclones can be mininttmedigh preparedness.

4. Dam Failure: Of the State’s 528 dams, 41 are within the Towhlgpkinton Two of
those dams are owned by the Town, six are owneitidptate, and 33 are privately
owned old mill dams, which are not regulated byrthmicipality. The Wyoming Upper
Dam, the Locustville Pond Dam, and Yawgoo Dam ipkioton are classified as “high
hazard” dams, meaning they would pose a substamlako human life and would
cause widespread damage to property in the eveailofe. Eight of the dams in the
Town are “significant hazard” dams, as their faluvould potentially pose a risk to
human life and would cause considerable propentyadge. The remainder of the dams
are considered “low hazard” dams, which would camg@amal property damage, if
any.

+

The impacts of climate change are being felt glgted the oceans continue to warm, sea levels
rise, and extreme weather events increase in freyuand magnitude. Rhode Island has
experienced increased atmospheric temperaturds thdtaverage annual temperature increasing
one degree every 33 years. Data also shows aisagtiincrease in Rhode Island’s precipitation
from 1930 to 2013, as well as a rise in Narragari&sy temperatures, and a significant increase
in the annual number of days above 90 degreesleSekrise is of particular concern for Rhode
Island, as it poses a threat to the State’s simayetioastal resources, and infrastructure. Accgrdin
to NOAA, the mean sea level trend for Providend@. 78l feet in 100 years, and for Newport it is
0.90 feet over the same period. Rhode Island isdfagth the challenge of preparing for, and
adapting to the projected effects of sea levelaise climate change.

For the Town of Hopkinton, climate change may caegganding flood zones, increased storm
severity, and increased drought durations. Ovettai, emphasizes the importance of preparing
for the growing impacts of the natural hazards #natalready of concern for the Town.

1 %
The potential implications of climate change antura disasters over the next ten years are
numerous in terms of human health and safety, filmhrtosts, damaged infrastructure and the
natural environment.
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Atop priority for the Town in preparing for natlichsasters and climate change is the health detysa
of its residents and employees. The direct andentieffects of these hazards on human health are
wide ranging and can be difficult to quantify. Ritsag, which is Hopkinton’s top priority natural
hazard, can be life threatening due to the potefaradrowning, hypothermia, and physical trauma.
Flooding and hurricanes can also cause injuriestalaebris from collapsed or damaged structures.
An increased risk of car accidents also result®filooded roads, damaged roads and bridges, and low
visibility during inclement weather. Mobilized cambinants during floods and storms can impact
water quality and can increase the risk of disaasechemical exposure. Power outages during natura
hazards can endanger human health and safetyumbar of ways, such as inadequate refrigeration
of food and hypothermia due to lack of heating.

The people most vulnerable to these safety andhheahcerns in the event of natural hazards are
infants, children, and the elderly. The elderly atean increased risk due to limited mobility, lowe
resiliency to disease and injury, and higher rafesependency on family or professional assistance.
Children are similarly vulnerable due to reliance parents, teachers, and other for assistance,
direction, and care. Residents who are ill orldsé are also particularly vulnerable to the impaudt
natural disasters.

These most vulnerable populations are a prioritytHe Town of Hopkinton in assessing the need for
strategic climate change and natural disaster pignand preparedness throughout the community.
They are also a priority when considering emergeasponse actions during and in the aftermath of
these hazard events. The pre-schools, daycangi¢sciand elementary schools within the Town
should be priorities when considering infrastruetumprovements. On-going roadway improvements
should be made as needed to ensure safe access im@a these locations in the event of flooding
and storms. The areas of Hope Valley and Ashaw#ly tantain elementary schools. These villages
also contain more medium-high density residentiha than the remainder of the Town, making them
areas of importance for infrastructure maintenar@emergency preparedness.

$$ ) $

The impacts of flooding and storm events can kebfebur local economy. Damaged buildings,
agriculture, property, and infrastructure can resutlirect repair, replacement, and reconstruction
costs, but can also cause indirect losses due smdxms interruptions. Damaged or disrupted
utilities can hinder businesses who rely on powst aommunication services. Fallen trees,
flooding, and damaged roadways can also limit thesport of goods and services to and from
businesses, as well as limit access to local bsseseby customers. While the impact of extreme
weather events on businesses is significant, thjerityaof the State’s disaster-related building
repair costs are residential. This stresses the foeestrategic development in flood hazard areas,
particularly those most densely populated.
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With flooding, tropical cyclones, and dam failurgifg three of the highest priority hazards facing
the Town of Hopkinton, areas of the town in proxyro at-risk waterways and waterbodies, are
considered most vulnerable to natural hazards.as\veth the most potential for consequences
resulting from natural hazard-related issues a®@ @nsidered high-priority. As mentioned above,
the rivers and streams of highest concern for flop@re the Wood River, the Pawcatuck River,
Canonchet Brook, Tomaquag Brook, Ashaway RiversByuBrook, and Parameter Brook.
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The Wood and Pawcatuck Rivers are the largest water in Hopkinton. The Wood River flows
from Sterling, Connecticut to the southeast throkgbter, Rhode Island, and south through the
Barberville, Hope Valley, and Woodville areas of ghmton, and to its junction with the
Pawcatuck River. The Wood River forms Hopkinton&stern border with Richmond, Rhode
Island. The Pawcatuck River flows from South Kiogat, Rhode Island to its junction with Wood
River and forms the southern boundary of Hopkinidre Canonchet Brook and Tomaquag Brook
flow through the central parts of the town, andéhasatersheds that are generally rural in character
with low-intensity development, making them a refgly low-priority and lower risk for
significant flooding impacts.
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The Ashaway River and Mile Brook flow through Askegwhich is a medium-density residential
area, making it one of the highest-priority impatas in the town for issues related to flooding
and other natural hazards. Ashaway Elementary $eh@onsidered critical infrastructure, as it
is a designated shelter for the Town. In the ewéits use as a shelter, issues such as streeretos
in Ashaway due to flooding or downed trees couldlégimental not only to Ashaway residents,
but the rest of the town. It is a priority of thewn to keep Hillside Avenue cleared during extreme
weather to allow access to the school. As showther2010 Individual Assistance Applications
Map enclosed within the Hazard Mitigation Plan, taegest number of individual assistance
applications following the 2010 floods came fromhAw/ay and Hope Valley. This indicates a need
for flood protection improvements in those areablopkinton.

The South Drive area of the Eccleston Plat seatiothe Village of Ashaway has experienced
repeated flooding during heavy rain events. Thia isw lying area west of the Ashaway River,
near the Connecticut border. Flooding in this resicl area impacts many homes, causing
property damage and flood losses. Heavy rains kbaused the southern, low-lying portion of
South Drive to close in past years during all seasoften for several days, until floodwaters
recede or, in winter, ice is removed by heavy eqpaipt and water is pumped away from the road.
The town received a Flood Hazard Mitigation Graobhf FEMA to remedy some of the flooding
in South Drive. The corrective measure of an erggie stormwater management system for South
Drive was implemented at the end of 2014 and hasessfully addressed the flooding of the
roadway at this location.

Church Street experiences similar flooding isswesising street closure. A flood mitigation
project is being designed to resolve this spefidied issue as well. This will also result in roaaw
improvements and a decreased need for flood-retatatirepairs on Church Street.

o1

Hope Valley is another high-priority area of vulaleitity, as it is a medium-density residential
area, as well as the most developed commercialcirdge community. Many critical municipal
facilities are located in Hope Valley, includingetlirire Station, Post Office and Hope Valley
Elementary School, as well as many of the towrtal\ausinesses and several historic sites. Hope
Valley is bordered by Wood River, and contains sswwaterbodies, including Wyoming Pond,
and Locustville Pond. Power outages, downed trefeset closings, property damages, school
closures, and impacted local businesses, are sbthe ssues Hope Valley faces during natural
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hazard events. The proximity of this suburban &wesoodlands puts it at risk of urban-wildland
interface fires. The Town is attempting to reduwe number of wildfire issues in the community
by amending its burn ordinance to match the StaideCconducting a public relations campaign
to inform residents of fire safety, and developangstern ordinance to dictate the construction of
firefighting cisterns.

+
As shown on the Existing Land Use Map on the negiepone of the only high density residential
areas in Hopkinton is located in Canonchet. Thesamcludes the three Canonchet Cliffs housing
facilities and Wood River Health Services. Canon@ldfs is an affordable senior living facility,
which includes assisted living apartments. Thiswasea priority because of its high density of
residents, many of whom have decreased mobilityeqdire assistance. Although flooding is not
a major concern in this area, other extreme weathated issues, such as power outages, road
closures, dangerous road conditions, and inhibietergency response, have heightened
consequences for this population. Socio-econonttofa also decrease residents’ potential to
recover from damages, displacement, and otherdssimpkinton is taking several measures to
reduce road closures and power outages, improvegemey services, and protect at-risk residents.
These projects include tree cutbacks along allwagd, establishing improved GIS mapping of
the town, distributing natural disaster preparedn@smphlets, improving emergency services
facilities, and developing a corps of emergencpoese volunteers.
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Hopkinton is a rural community of forests, farmsldields. As shown in Table 14, approximately
three quarters of the land in Hopkinton is forestedowed by residential uses and agricultural,
both idle and active. These are important attribudé the town character which need to be
preserved. Map 12 shows existing residential dgnsit
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Focusing future development at Exits 1 and 2 iy onle way the Town is working to protect its
rural character. It must also consider how the rem@ non-commercial areas of Town will be
preserved or guided to low-impact rural residenti@velopment. Currently, most of the areas
outside of the village centers are zoned two aamesonventional subdivisions are allowed, which
contribute to sprawling development that does mom@anently protect natural resources or open
spaces. The Town encourages developers to takatagesof its Cluster Subdivision Ordinance,
but cluster development is not a requirement arsl limited potential to create useable and
meaningful open space. To be more consistentlvatid Use 2025the Town should evaluate the
effectiveness of this type of zoning in protectitgyrural character. The Town should research
additional strategies it can use that will suppbe protection of important landscapes, like
farmland and natural resources such as wetland$oaested areas, including development of a
TDR program, as discussed under the Natural antb@ulResources chapter, and revising the
existing Cluster Subdivision Ordinance to requpermspace that is contiguous and usable, among
other similar techniques. These types of strategidlsreduce the impact of development on
important natural resources and landscamesmaintain the rural character which residenliseva

To maintain their character, infill developmentttdaes occur within the existing villages should
be consistent and compatible with the natural antl environment, particularly with respect to
available infrastructure as discussed above. Whelh does occur, new structures should be
within the same context as historic buildings anptementary. Form-based codes have been used
in other communities to ensure that the designsamadk of future development does not detract
from an area’s character. Within the village seitithis is a useful zoning tool the Town of
Hopkinton can implement. These codes place an esipba building type, dimensions, parking
location and facade features and less emphasitograhle uses. They also provide more direction
on streetscape appearance and the public realnre$hk is a mix of uses and housing types. In
the existing villages, this technique will allowetfiown to build on their historic character.
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In protecting natural resources from future develept, the Town is considering adoption of a
stormwater ordinance that addresses developmemt-wode. Where appropriate, the ordinance
should encourage developers to use innovative staten management practices that reduce
impacts to groundwater and surface water resoustes) as low impact development (LID)
approaches. LID strategies use landscaping tecbsigunanage, filter, store, evaporate and retain
runoff. They are more cost effective than tradiilcstormwater management systems because they
utilize less infrastructure construction and cambed in both rural and urban settings.
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The public participation process showed that reggléeel strongly about maintaining the rural
character of Hopkinton. A total of 146 residentsp@nded to the survey. They clearly articulated
this is the main reason why they chose to liveowrt and it is what draws visitors to its natural
areas for recreation, such as camping, fishingtakidg. As such, the Town should continue to
take steps to protect the watersheds and rivessd&das feel new development should be focused
on I-95 Exits 1 and 2 as well as in the village$lope Valley and Ashaway as long as it is within
the capacity of the natural environment. Becaudsiputilities may not be available now, new
infrastructure should be planned in a way thatc@nemically viable for the town; for example,
leveraging developers as a way to install watepbeg. New development and redevelopment
should adhere to design standards that maintaisnttadl town, rural character of Hopkinton. New
economic development efforts in these target alasld be environmentally clean industries and
businesses with wages that can give employeespihertunity to live in town. The survey found
residents want commercial activities which supgartll businesses.
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Exit 1 Development Area Study, completed in 20@8adloped a plan for future growth in the
study area. It includes affordable housing, higtht®logy districts, recreational uses and a
variety of transportation options in a mixed-ustisg.

Development Design Review Standards were adoptellioa 2, 2004 and incorporated into
the Land Development and Subdivision Regulations @goactive approach to achieving
developments with better design in character wighTtown.

A Groundwater and Wellhead Protection Ordinance agagpted in 2004.

Revisions to the Residential Compound Ordinance athow lands that were subject to a
prior subdivision to be eligible for a residenttampound development.

The Town adopted the Farm Viability Ordinance spoed by the Hopkinton Conservation
Commission to allow farmers to supplement theimiag activities with income from related
sources, such as farm stands and photovoltaic soéagy systems.

An Adult Entertainment Ordinance was adopted inoBet of 2005, which prohibits adult
entertainment uses in all zoning districts excegtstrial zones and only under a special use
permit.

The Hopkinton Land Trust was formed and worked natgrt more than 875 acres of land
through property acquisition and conservation easgs) in some cases working with the
State and non-governmental organizations.
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The Future Land Use Plan for the Town of Hopkintdepicted on the Future Land Use Map. It
takes into consideration all the goals and polidresn the entire Comprehensive Plan, and
specifically, those from the Land Use chapter.

The residential uses reflect predominant existoigsize and character of the substantially built
out and established areas of town, primarily invilage areas of Hope Valley and Ashaway. The
boundaries of these two village areas are drawth@fruture Land Use Plan.

As a means to promote affordable housing, this placourages opportunities for small, infill
developments, and the site design flexibility aeglelopment cost savings of cluster subdivision
and residential compounds. The Exit 1 DevelopmerdaAoffers an opportunity to include
affordable housing as part of mixed-use developrsleatild economic conditions enable property
owners to pursue this.

In the undeveloped areas of the Town, outside eWiltages, the town will encourage the use of
its Cluster Subdivision Ordinance to deter propertyers from creating conventional subdivision
lots that promote sprawl-like development and redin@ amount of protected natural areas and
open spaces. The creation of meaningful and usegkle spaces that link to existing conservation
easements and public spaces should be a priority.

With regard to commercial uses, this plan direatgire commercial growth to two areas
surrounding the interchanges to Interstate 95, Eaid Exit 2; particularly commercial growth in
the form of office park development, or similar lamwpact, large-scale development. The
wastewater and stormwater management standarlde 8tate and Town must be achieved by any
new development proposed within these commerciaezoPerformance standards to address
potential significant negative impacts of the typéslevelopment to be allowed in these areas of
Town will be included in any zoning amendmentstf@se areas. Potable water and wastewater
treatment will be privately developed and maintdisgstems and must accommodate more than
one parcel, meeting the demands of the designated.a

The Exit 1 Development Area extends from a pointis@f the Town House near Hopkinton
City along Route 3, south to a point north of thigisection with Maxson Hill Road near
Ashaway Village. The Exit 1 Development Area Stweds finalized by an Ad Hoc Committee

in August of 2008. The Study proposed four, newesontended to encourage development of
the district as an employment center with suppernthixed uses: technology campus zone,
village mixed use zone, office mixed use zone &siential/conservation zone. The Committee
also approved an accompanying set of documentsstimgsof development area guidelines, and
proposed amendments to the Land Development andivBsibn Regulations and Zoning
Ordinance. After thoughtful review and considematof this material, the Planning Board
iteratively modified the visionary work of the Conttae to that currently represented on the
Future Land Use Map. The Planning Board would ickeee more of the same type of high-
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technology, light manufacturing that has been ohiiced into this area since 2006 along with
some areas for commercial and mixed-use that wiaaldde affordable, workforce housing.
With respect to industrial land uses, this plamsdalr continuation of the Town's current single
manufacturing classification, and to address gigesic concerns through, special use permit
designation, strict site plan review, and the depelent of appropriate industrial performance
standards. As with the commercial districts, théggenance standards for the manufacturing
zones will address potential significant negatimgacts for the types of development to be
allowed in those areas of Town.

Among other things, consideration will be paid tovieonmental constraints, proximity to
circulation corridors, utilities and other infrastture. Environmental constraints for development
of industrial facilities include, in particular,da of public water and wastewater systems in most
areas of the Town. Individual proposed developmenist achieve Town and State approval for
their project's systems.

Small-scale, low impact industrial uses could bevatd in mixed-use areas such as the villages.
More intense and larger-scale industrial uses wbalgermitted in the areas at or near 1-95 Exits
1 and 2 or other large sites with good road access.

This Plan does not designate additional areasvim to be created for Neighborhood Business
uses. Rather, this plan recommends that the zdeiagnended to recognize existing neighborhood
businesses and allow them as conforming uses, envilage areas only. Further, it is
recommended that new neighborhood business usesnisestent with the surrounding lot sizes,
building scale, and other dimensional charactesstif the village in which the neighborhood
business is proposed. The permitted neighborhosithéss uses and the dimensional requirements
will be set forth in the revised Zoning Ordinangdl. wastewater and stormwater management
systems for proposed neighborhood business siteslmeuneet Town and State requirements.

A Professional Overlay Zone will be created to asswdate professional (or business) uses
whose scale and intensity are greater than whatutrent zoning allows as a home occupation.
These professional uses would be permitted outsidee Town's commercial zones, but only
within the areas defined as the Professional OyeZlane. These permitted professional uses
would be allowed as special permit uses and, thexgépproved by the Zoning Board based on a
set of review criteria that will be contained irettevised Zoning Ordinance.

The following land use categories appear in thenégf the Future Land Use Map:
P # " %&

This classification identifies publicly owned lamdthin the town accommodating present and
future municipal operations such as the Town HRlblic Works, and schools. This classification
also includes the Rhode Island Department of Tranapon storage area in Hope Valley.

% /% [ |

This classification identifies land in Hopkintonaphed for manufacturing use. Small-scale or
generally non-intrusive industrial applications¢luding industries that demonstrate a minimal
impact on the environment, and do not require esteriand area for one operation may be located




/

in several areas of town, including the villagegyjsct to performance standards to be developed
and included in the zoning regulations.

This classification also identifies land for indust businesses that engage in the manufacture,
predominantly from previously prepared material§,finished products or parts, including
processing, fabrication, assembly, treatment, pgokaincidental storage, sales, and distribution
of such products, but excluding basic industrialggsssing.

" %&

This classification identifies areas for commereaiatl office development, including retail stores,
restaurants, small businesses, and offices fottheald legal professionals. Office development
or complexes are permitted but will be subject &daded site plan review and performance
standards. This classification also identifies autbat have existing neighborhood businesses and
encourages small-scale businesses appropriatevfilage setting.

In addition, this classification encompasses artba$ might prove suitable for large-scale
commercial uses whose building design and siteutagree compatible with the rural character and
ambiance of the Town. Large-scale retail and oféstablishments are permitted and shall be
subject to detailed site review at the sole dismnedf the Hopkinton Planning Board to ensure that
design parameters, including, but not limited tde slesign, parking, building design, and
landscaping are compatible with the rural heritaigdne Town and protective of the environment.

m o %&

This classification identifies the land designdtmdresidential uses. Throughout most of the town
there is a uniform minimum lot size of 80,000 s@uaet. This style of zoning allows for sprawling
land development and may detract from the townal @b preserving rural character and open
space. The town prefers development that clustas an land within its environmental capacity
while conserving undivided natural resources amétimg a permanent network of useable and
meaningful open spaces throughout the communize 8nd location of open space created by
this type of development should build upon the tewexisting network by linking other open
space parcels wherever possible.

The areas identified as villages contain histotiacgures and mixed commercial and residential
uses on small lots. Design, density and form oettgyment or redevelopment should be consistent
and compatible with the surrounding natural andt lmvironments, particularly with respect to
available infrastructure.

l' /I"

This classification identified areas for commergcudfice, retail and mix-use residential structures
situated within a small scale village context. leaggale office developments, such as office parks,
are permitted but will be subject to detailed pitEn review.

Future development in Hopkinton shall be guidedappropriate performance standards and
development criteria for each land use categobetocorporated into the zoning and other town

%



development regulations.

In Mixed Use classification, it will be the respdnbty of the private developer to develop a water
source for potable and fire usage and OWTS to theatemands of their project and service more
than one parcel, particularly at Exit 1. They miostable to demonstrate to the Town they meet
the requirements of the Rhode Island Health Depmartnand Department of Environmental
Management.

1 ll%l

This classification identifies publicly and privBt@wned parcels used for open space, recreation,
or conservation. These parcels include both perntaared non-permanent protected open space,
passive and active recreation activities, and afeathe conservation of important natural or
cultural resources. Important farmland may be mtetkin this category, or the town can establish
an agricultural zone to restrict competing usesagficultural land and ensure protection of
important agricultural properties. This classifioatidentifies existing conservation areas owned
by private, not-for-profit entities. Many of theaecas are accessible to the public for specified
purposes. These areas may not all be permaneotiggped as open space.
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In the course of updating the Comprehensive Planymaber of inconsistencies between
the Future Land Use Map and the Zoning Map haverbecapparent that need to be addressed.
Within twelve months from State approval of the Kiopon Comprehensive Plan, the Planning
Board will conduct a Workshop to develop a detadetion plan to resolve the inconsistencies
between the Future Land Use Map and Zoning thadeseribed below. The Planning Board will
forward a recommended action plan to the Town Cibdacdisposition. In the Workshop, the
Planning Board may consider forwarding proposecegdor Mixed Use and Open Space to the
Town Council for adoption, thus enabling the rezohRIDEM and Land Trust properties to Open
Space and other properties at Exit 1 to Mixed U3 Planning Board may also provide the Town
Council with a comprehensive rezone recommenddtipixit 1 properties as well as the other
five scattered property inconsistencies throughtawn. A description of the specific
inconsistencies and remedies are as follows:

First, the permanently protected open space shimutdzoned from RFR-80 to a new Open
Space zoning District. Second, there are five psirseattered throughout town found to be
inconsistent with the Future Land Use Map that &hbe rezoned. They are as follows:

AP 11 Lot 47B Owner: James & Jerilyn Palmer
Comprehensive Plan:; Commercial
Suggested Zone Change: Manufacturing To Commercial
Rationale: 1.2 Acre Property with SF dwelling — make Zoning consistent

with previous Future Land Use Maps and identical to
surrounding properties

AP 11 Lot 47C Owner: Gary Wilcox
Comprehensive Plan: Manufacturing
Suggested Zoning Change: Commercial Special To Manufacturing
Rationale: 53 Palmer Circle — 4.8 Acre Parcel with SF dwelling - Make
Zoning consistent with previous Future Land Use Maps
AP 23 Lot 50 Owner: John C. Harrison
Comprehensive Plan: Residential
Suggested Zone Change: Neighborhood Business/ RFR-80 To RFR-80
Rationale: .74 Acre Parcel with Trailer
AP 23 Lot 79 Owner: Steve & Kendell Penado
Comprehensive Plan:; Neighborhood Business (Change Comp Plan to Residential)
Suggested Zone Change: RFR-80/Neighborhood Business To RFR-80
Rationale: .74 Acre Parcel with 1 SF dwelling on Residential Zone portion of lot
AP 25 Lot 256 Owner: Lorraine Morrone
Comprehensive Plan: Commercial
Suggested Zone Change: RFR-80 To Commercial
Rationale: Lot 256 was merged with Lot 257 — make Zoning consistent with

previous Future Land Use Maps




Finally, the following parcels in the vicinity o 1 area should be rezoned:

AP 4 Lot 24 Owner: Hopkinton Investments LLC 330 Main Street (18 Acres)

From RFR-80 To Mixed Use
AP 4 Lot 25 Owner: Maxson Hill LLC 310 Main Street (137 Acres)
From RFR-80 To Mixed Use
AP 7 Lot 57 (part) Owner: James Palmer 28 Town House Road (14 acre portion)
From Manufacturing To Mixed Use
AP 7 Lot 59 Owner: Madeline Gingerella et al Main Street (15 Acres)
From Manufacturing To Mixed Use

AP 4 Lot 13 Owner: Gray Lane Limited Partnership Gray Lane (27.7 Acres)

From Commercial To Manufacturing
AP 4 Lot 13B  Owner: Wilgo LLC Wellstown Road (5.23 Acres)
From Commercial To Manufacturing

AP 7 Lot 62C  Owner: Hopkinton Investments LLC Main Street (.3 Acres)
From Commercial To Manufacturing

AP 7 Lot 64 Owner: Simon Family Trust + Tutak Main Street (25 Acres)
From Commercial To Manufacturing

AP 7 Lot 65 Owner: Simon Family Trust + Tutak 46 Gray Lane (6.5 Acres)
From Commercial To Manufacturing

AP 4 Lot 23 Owner: Hopkinton Investments LLC Main Street (23 Acres)
From RFR-80 To Commercial

AP 7 Lot 54 Owner: Hopkinton Investments LLC Frontier Road (6.4 Acres)
From RFR-80 To Commercial

AP 7 Lot 62 Owner: Hopkinton Investments LLC 15 Frontier Road (37.93 Acres)
From Manufacturing To Commercial

AP 7 Lot 62A  Owner: Hopkinton Investments LLC 35 Frontier Road (24.76 Acres)
From Manufacturing To Commercial

AP 7 Lot 62D Owner: Frontier Road Properties LLC ~ 15A Frontier Road (1.86 Acres)
From Manufacturing To Commercial

AP 7 Lot 63 Owner: Hopkinton Investments LLC 354-a Main Street (1.4 Acres)

From Manufacturing To Commercial
AP 7 Lot 5 Owner:Town of Hopkinton Main Street (.4 Acres)
From RFR-80 To Manufacturing

In summary, this plan identifies several land usg zoning issues that deserve special study prior
to implementation. The studies are the initial sted should lead to appropriate amendments to
the Town's zoning regulations and other planningudtents. These major land use and zoning




issues are:

Manufacturing zones, their location, permitted uaesl development of performance
standards

Village districts as mixed-use special districtghvzoning consistent with actual uses and
physical characteristics of the existing histoevelopment

Commercial zones, their location and permitted uaed recognition of existing
neighborhood businesses within the villages

Residential zones, creation of zoning with apperdimensional requirements within the
villages and substantially built areas of Town. §ldaration of both single and multi-
family housing.
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[T YYWREE] To protect the quality of life and rural character of Hopkinton.

o] [[WYAMORI \Work with the Wood-Pawcatuck River Association atiger groups in their
efforts to preserve river corridors and devadpportunities for use of the rivers.

olicy LU Development will occur at locations and densibiased on the environmental
constraints of the land and consistent withRbire Land Use Map.

P 1
Poli 2
=o][VANUEE! Developers will be required to show the environtakfsoundness” of projects.
SelGYANOR: Encourage the utilization of criteria planninghemues such as Cluster
Residential Developments and PUDs.
elGYANORS Coordinate future land use decisions with the meaging State of
Connecticut, Voluntown, North Stonington, angaadnt Rhode Island
towns.

Prepare a set of project review criteria applyimgevelopment zones for
submission to the Town Council.
Responsibility: Planning Board
Time Frame: Mid-Term (3-4 years)

Research zoning revisions and policy strategiesdet the goals and
objectives of the Comprehensive Plan pertaitintpe conservation of
natural resources and preservation of ruralazher, including revisions to
Cluster Subdivision Ordinance, development dDd& program and other
similar strategies.

Responsibility: Planning Board, Land Trust, Town Council
Time Frame: Long-term (5 Years)

Objective LU | Restrict potential polluting land uses from areagioground water
aquifers and ground water recharge areas.

sERnnEneER)  Adopt a stormwater management ordinance thatidied Low Impact
Development (LID) strategies.

Responsibility: Town Council

Time Frame: Long-term (5+ years)

Objective LU ' Preserve undeveloped areas within river corridaeng streams, around
ponds and other natural features.

skl Partner with the Wood-Pawcatuck River Associadiod other groups in
public educational efforts, prioritizing arefas river use and developing
joint proposals/grant applications for the preation and utilization of




river corridors.
Responsibility: Conservation Commission
Time Frame: Short-term (1 Year)

[T YYWIEF] To preserve the historic character of the villageand surrounding
undeveloped areas.

=|[WYANBNS Encourage development of residential uses, smalhlkss and public facilities in
keeping with the predominate scale of a paricuillage area.

=ol[VANUAY Support the efforts of the Historic District Conasibn to protect historic
properties and manage the impacts of new developomehistoric districts.

Recommendation

Recommendation

Recommendation

Encourage the implementation of the Wastewaterdgament District
and assistance in the management and upgratl@@TS in the village
areas in order to minimize adverse impact @ugd and surface water.
Responsibility: Town Council

Time Frame: Long-term (5 years)

Explore the development of water systems and emiep to

provide quality drinking water to the largellagge areas in order to avoid
conflict with the operation of private On-siMastewater Treatment
Systems.

Responsibility: Wastewater Management District Commission

Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years)

Develop a Business / Professional overlay zonéh®village areas.
Responsibility: Town Planner / Town Council
Time Frame: Long-term (5+ years)

[eleYYWITE] To acquire open space adjacent to existing large ep space parcels.

=o][[MVAMURS Support the mission of the Hopkinton Land Trust atilization of its Open
Space Project Ranking Point System as outlingde Recreation, Conservation
and Open Space chapter.

I[WANBR® Support the acquisition of open spaces that whien linked with existing
dedicated open spaces, create an open spaocakétnwoughout the Town of
Hopkinton

e[AVANORES Utilize alternative development practices thauisgjdedication of open

space.

SelARNUNEI Partner with outside organizations that speciahzgpen space

acquisition, such as The Nature Conservancytl@mdudubon Society, to




pool and maximize our limited resources forspreation efforts.

[T YYWISPA To preserve existing working farms, wildlife and widlife habitat.

SelWYARUEY, Support the efforts of the Hopkinton Land Trust

Recommendation

Recommendation

Consider adoption of Agricultural Zoning to praténportant farmland
and adoption of a Land Clearing Ordinance tiqut forest cover.
Responsibility: Town Council / Planning Board / Conservation
Commission

Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)

Consider using creative Planning and Zoning teghes such as the
purchase or transfer of development rights assetiaith working farms
(See Natural and Cultural Resources chapter).

Responsibility: Town Council / Planning Board

Time Frame: Long-term (5 years)

el JYMEVE Minimize future impacts of natural hazards through mitigation and
preparedness.

TANUEE Improve upon the natural hazard prevention amoificontrol efforts of the Town.
S SYARSEY Employ best management practices at municipatiingé and sites.

Recommendation :

Recommendation |
Recommendation :

Recommendation :

Update Hazard Mitigation Plan, and implementittieastructure
improvement projects outlined therein.

Responsibility: Hazard Mitigation Plan Committee

Time Frame: Long-term (5 Years)

Pursue hazard mitigation funding sources.

Responsibility: Hazard Mitigation Plan Committee

Time Frame: Ongoing

Develop GIS Storm Drain Database Map and useidentify and assess
causes of flooding and prioritize improvements.

Responsibility: DPW/ Hopkinton GIS/ IT

Time Frame: Short-term (2 years)

Conduct a vulnerability assessment of the towd, @eate a natural
hazards vulnerability map, identifying areasstrat risk of natural hazard
related issues, crucial roadways and infragire¢ and facilities with
highest consequence populations. This shoulddbeded in the updated
Hazard Mitigation Plan.

Responsibility: Hazard Mitigation Plan Committee/ Hopkinton GI¥/ |
09Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)
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OARSEL: Mitigate stormwater related impacts from new depment in floodplain and
bordering lands.

IANVEL Continue to ensure that development in and ardieodplain areas is in
accordance with the applicable restrictions.

Update the Hopkinton Zoning Map to include a éiptain overlay district.
Responsibility: Planning Board
Time Frame: Mid-term (3-4 years)

Utilize the Pawcatuck Watershed Management Plarldped by the Wood
Pawcatuck Watershed Association in order to owprthe town’s resiliency to
impacts of storms and climate change, and seleslopkinton’s impacts on the
watershed.

TSANUEE: Ensure that land use and regulatory decisionsarsistent with the Pawcatuck
Watershed Management Plan.

Develop a strategy to implement the stormwatemagament projects,
dam, culvert, and bridge improvements, sedimembval projects, and
green infrastructure opportunities identifigdtbe Pawcatuck Watershed
Management Plan.

Responsibility: Town Manager/DPW/Planner
Time Frame: Long-term (5+ years)

STSAMERS Increase public awareness of natural hazard asksincrease involvement in
prevention, and safety measures.

Distribute information to residents, especialigge in flood
prone areas, about flood hazards and prepassdne
Responsibility: Hopkinton EMA
Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years)

Develop/continue public wildfire prevention camgai
Responsibility: Hopkinton EMA, Fire Department

Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years)

Improve the town’s emergency management webpgagelude flood
prevention and safety information and a comgnsive map of flood
prone areas.

Responsibility: Hopkinton EMA
Time Frame: Short-term (1-2 years)

Inform property owners of updates to local Fldoslirance Rate Maps.
Responsibility: Hazard Mitigation Plan Committee
Time Frame: As needed

%



eleJXWEVN Improve the tax base and provide jobs through devepment of land zoned
for manufacturing uses.

STSANVPL Encourage industrial development that is competilith community character
and surrounding land uses.

Consider amending the Zoning Ordinance Distrise Table for
Manufacturing to allow Light Industrial Uses

[l YYMEVE4d Use the Future Land Use Plan to update and improviéhe Zoning Ordinance

IANVEL The Zoning Ordinance should be consistent wighRthture Land Use Map.

Resolve inconsistencies between the Future LasedNlap and Zoning
Ordinance as identified in this plan.
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The following is a schedule for implementation koé tHopkinton Comprehensive Plan. It identifies ReEommendation Item of each
chapter, the responsible party in its implementaéind the time frame it is estimated that it wédldompleted, either short-term (1 to 2
years), mid-term (3 to 4 years) or long-term (mb@n 5 years). Recommendation Items can also lyoionr.
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN FY 2016-17
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Description: FY2016 17: $10,000 in funding will be needed for a Stat# Revaluation.
$19,254 in Reserve Account as of 6/30/15
Funding of $24,000 for Statenandated Statistical Revaluation will be needdeM2016
17. A Statistical Revaluation Process is estimabedost $60,000 of which 60% will be
reimbursed by the State.
Est. Statistical Revaluation Cost $ 59,800
Less: State Reimbursement (60%) $ (35,880)
Town's Project Cost $ 23,920
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Description: FY2016 17: $8,250 in funding will be needed for the Acoting System
Improvement Project.

No Reserve Account as of 6/30/15

Funding of $8,250 for installation of the Smart @Geat Integration Tool. Smart Connect is
an import tool that allows for the direct importtbe Trial Balance information form Tax
Collector, Muni. Court, Town Clerk, etc.
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Description: FY2016 17: No Funds will be needed for GIS/IT Projects.
$17,962 in Reserve Account as of 6/30/15

Funding of $6,800 will be needed for purchasing® ata Servers for the Town, as well
as $1,600 for the purchase and installation of tgatAnti Virus software for all Town

computers.
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Description: FY2016 17: No Funds will be needed for Town Hall Consafidn Project.

$1,187,706 in Reserve Account as of 6/30/15.

Funding of $1.7M is needed for the consolidatiortafn offices to provide effective and efficient

municipal government services.

E %' DI/D / 4 | .G B (
,G I D 1l }-0/  _ " B9
.G /D 11l
F'=K $ ((
D 4 -
(! D + 8 * 8 = =8C¢C 15
1@ 1
'3 ¢
H ¢
! / 11 /11 / <CC-<>
1" ¢
111 1111 / <CC-<>
FUND BALANCE
OA( O ! / < =><>*
& 8 0 11 /1 / = *<->
& ¢
K - . - <CC-<>=
( 0! ¢




DD/

BI!? (= =l ($ B! O 5
3 #? : (F!
3! ? FY2016 17: 25% of the Town's Real Estate Conveyance Tggsnot to exceed $15K) will
be used for the development and upkeep of Land properties.
No Reserve Account as of 6/30/15
The Town Council has set forth restrictions to thes e funds as follows:
1.) Funds should be used only for the developmadtpkeep on properties. 2.)
Funds shall not be used for land purchases omatydees.
3.) Funds shall not exceed $15K in one fiscal year.
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Description:  FY2016 17: $18,000 in funding will be needed for Comprediee Plan Project.
$32,540 in Reserve Account as of 6/30/15
FY2016 17: Funding will be needed to complete a Statandated update to the
Town's Comprehensive Plan. The State requires rihaticipalities update their
Comprehensive Plans every 10 years going forward.
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Description: FY2016 17: No funds will be needed for Road resurfacimgjeet.
$26,665 in Reserve Account as of 6/30/15
Bond approved by voters in June 2014 referenduriZgd00,000.
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Description: FY2016 17: $7,000 in funding will be needed for Public W&quip. & Vehicle projects.

,G D
G D

FY 17/18 Dump

Truck

$1,413 in Reserve Account as of 6/30/15
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$ 146,841 $
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Total Price was $181,692
Total Price was $87,277

Total Price was $143,125
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