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Comprehensive Plan Narrative Report:

Natural Resources

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Natural
Resources planning.

Accomplishments include: Completion of a management plan for the St. Andrew's
Farm (Town-owned) open space property, including establishing a maintenance fund;
continued enforcement action to remove encroachments by abutters into public open
space properties; completed GIS study to map locations of stormwater outfalls and
catch basins as a first step toward a watershed study; installed "dark-sky" compliant
streetlights to reduce light pollution; established new Agriculture-Rural zone in the
George Street area to protect rural character.

Impediments to implementation include Town staffing capacity and a lack of funding to
complete studies recommended in the plan.

Open Space and Recreation

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Open Space and
Recreation planning.

Accomplishments: Established (2020) a permanent Open Space Committee to review
and make recommendations on open space acquisitions; set up a capital reserve fund
dedicated to parks and trail improvements; continuing to complete field assessments to
identify needed trail system improvements; acquired 6-acre open space property on
George Street for conservation purposes; upgraded multiple parks including Police
Cove Park (water play feature and picnic shade structure and rebuilt boat ramp);
Latham Park (playground, walkways, benches, volleyball court); created open space
acquisition capital reserve fund to build up funding for open space acquisition; installing
granite markers designating public rights of way to the water (about 12 installed to
date); new athletic fields, basketball courts and tennis courts at new Middle School.

Impediments include: a need for sufficient open space funding for acquisition including
leveraging grants



Historic and Cultural Resources

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Historical and
Cultural Resources planning.

Accomplishments: established a new zone for the former Zion Bible Institute site that
allows for development of a continuing care retirement community, with the
requirement that the historic Belton Court property is preserved; replaced the roof of
the historic Peck Center (replacing composite asphalt shingles with granite),
approved by the State Historic Preservation and Heritage Commission; completed
300-year anniversary celebration for the Town of Barrington in 2017.

Impediments: Town lacks a local historic district, which would provide greater
protection for historic houses (though demolition of historically significant properties is
rare)

Housing

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Housing
planning.

Accomplishments: Palmer Pointe (40 affordable units) completed in 2019; rezoned
(2016) the Zion Bible Institute campus to Senior Residential Village, allowing for
almost 300 units of senior housing (cottages, independent living apts., assisted living
units); created (2018) a new Residential-Business Flex zone and rezoned an area in
Bay Spring allowing for first-floor apartments (previously had to be on upper floor(s) of
a mixed-use building); amended (2019) the comp plan to establish developer
guidance for housing development at two key sites off Bay Spring Avenue;
established (2019) first-time homebuyer incentive program using local Spencer Trust
funds requiring affordable housing deed restriction. Impediments: higher land and
housing costs in Barrington make it difficult to capture existing affordable units.

Economic Development

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Economic
Development planning.

Accomplishments: Completed streetscape improvements in "Village Center” (2017);
developed banner and wayfinding signage program for County Rd to promote Village
Ctr.; formed Economic Development Commission (2017), to address businesses'
concerns and help promote the Town; completed land use study of the Bay Spring
Avenue commercial zoning district - resulting in creation of new Residence-Business
Flex zone in 2018; Town in 2017 filled a new economic development position to focus
on issues of concern to the business community; implemented polystyrene ban
working with local businesses; revised zoning ordinance to allow for A-frame signs.
Impediments: the town has been unable to develop a centralized parking lot or
adequate on-street parking that would allow people to "park and shop" and also
reduce the amount of off-street parking in commercial developments.



Services and Facilities

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Services and
Facilities planning.

Accomplishments: New Middle School opened in fall 2019; 2nd floor renovations
completed at the Library/Peck Center (2017); Town renovating Senior Center and
TAP-IN in the lower level (to be completed in 2020); Town Hall renovations added
new office space and enhanced safety for employees and the public; Nayatt School
and Primrose Hill School parking lot retrofits reduced impervious surface, added rain
gardens / storm-water infiltration facilities; added economic development officer
position, which also handles website/social media for the Town; Town administration
in 2017 formed a coalition that includes representatives of local institutions to improve
community outreach and complete volunteer initiatives, including an annual "Day of
Caring" event that benefits local residents in need; building office shifted to
e-Permitting in 2019. Impediments: recent workforce study shows Public Works is
short six employees; meeting evolving IT/website needs

Transportation/Circulation

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Transportation
planning.

Accomplishments: Safe Routes to School projects added sidewalks in vicinity of
Middle School and Primrose Hill School; Town completed streetscape improvements
that included new and rebuilt sidewalks in the Village Center (2017); additional
sidewalks built on town roads as part of Planning Board approvals of subdivisions /
land development projects; bike racks added at several locations (Police Cove,
Latham Park, Town Beach); Town Council adopted complete streets policy (2019);
Town has hired consultant to complete Complete Streets Plan (2020); State
completed Nayatt Road reconstruction in 2019, including rebuilding about 4,000 linear
feet of sidewalk including granite curbing.

Impediments: lack of available land in vicinity of Rl 114 to add park and ride spaces;

RIPTA service in Barrington remains limited to only RI 114; lack of safe bike facilities
other than the East Bay Bike Path; Town lacks on-street parking on State-maintained
County Road in business district (unlike in Warren and Bristol)



Natural Hazards

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Natural Hazards
planning.

Accomplishments: completed FEMA-approved Hazard Mitigation Plan (2017) that
includes risk of sea level rise (SLR); added part-time resilience planner position (2019);
formed Planning, Building & Resiliency Dept. (2019); successfully applied for Municipal
Resilience Program support and MRE implementation grant (2019); developing plans
to make Walker Farm more resilient to SLR impacts including shoreline restoration and
accommodating coastal marsh migration at the site; joined with Warren to participate in
Coastal Institute's climate demonstration site program (2018-19) including land use and
transportation planning exercises; added climate mitigation project reserve to the
capital budget for planning and implementation. Impediments: high cost of capital
projects needed to protect housing and infrastructure against future SLR; coordination
with State on lona-term plannina for State roads/bridaes threatened bv SLR.

Land Use

Please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments for Land Use
planning.

Accomplishments: Rezoned Zion Bible Institute property to Senior Residential Village
(2016); completed land use study of Bay Spring area (2018) that included creation of a
new Residence-Business Flex zone and establishment of developer guidance for two
key parcels in Bay Spring (added to Comp Plan in 2019); approved first "live-work" unit
as part of comprehensive permit project (2019); rezoned (2019) Residence 40 zone in
George Street to new Agriculture-Rural zone, designed to protect farmland and open
space with larger lot size requirement and allow for more farm-related uses as of right.

Impediments: impact of future sea level rise projections on zoning will need to be
assessed, to avoid increased development in vulnerable areas



Agriculture

In one paragraph, please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments
for Agriculture planning.

Accomplishments: In 2019 the Town rezoned the R-40 zone in George St. area to
new Agriculture-Rural zone, designed to protect farmland and open space with larger
lot size requirement and allow for more farm-related uses as of right; established a
new community garden on Wampanoag Trl (former Vitullo Farm). Land Trust
acquired small 3.5-acre farm on Federal Road (now Community Farm School)
Impediments: concern comp. permit/SHAB process could undo Town's efforts to
protect farmland, habitat and rural character of the George Street area (example:
Residences at the Preserve project) even though the Town has implemented its
affordable housing plan and has a State-approved comprehensive plan. George
Street is the only area in Barrington with a significant amount of active farmland.

Water Supply

In one paragraph, please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments
for Water Supply planning.

Accomplishments: The Bristol County Water Authority manages the water supply for
the East Bay. The BCWA in 2019 had to fix the crossbay pipeline after a major leak
was detected, highlighting the importance of a secondary water source for the
community (also a BCWA priority)

Energy

In one paragraph, please summarize implementation accomplishments and impediments
for Energy planning.

Accomplishments: Town and Schools have completed energy efficiency projects at
municipal buildings, reducing overall school/town energy use by 15% compared to
fiscal year 2009; converted the Town's streetlights to LED (2017); Town/Schools
signed virtual net metering project agreement that will result in a 2.7 megawatt solar
installation at E. Greenwich industrial site; approved Commercial Property Assessed
Clean Energy program (2017); installed electric vehicle charging stations at Town
Hall and Town-owned commuter parking lot (2020); approved community electricity
aggregation plan (to be submitted to PUC in 2020); more than 200 solar PV systems
installed in Barrington since Town first participated in Solarize Barrington program in
2015. Impediments: need to assess how to achieve greater energy savings to reach
20% reduction goal, with an emphasis on reducing school energy use.



If your municipality includes elements to your comprehensive plan that are unique to needs and
characters of your community, please list them below. This section lists topics, that may be
covered in more than one element of a comprehensive plan. For example, agriculture must be
considered in economic development but may also be covered in natural resources and/or open
space. The issue of water supply must be considered in services and facilities but is frequently
covered as part of natural resources as well. Similarly, production and consumption of energy
falls under services and facilities but many comprehensive plans have included it as a separate
element. If you choose, you may list other topics as relevant for your comprehensive plan.

Other

Please list any comprehensive plan elements unique to your community and summarize
implementation accomplishments and impediments for these elements.



	Community: Barrington
	When Was Your Comprehensive Plan Approved: 05/11/15
	Name and Contact Information of Staff Memberss Providing Responses: Philip Hervey, Dir. of Planning, Building & Resiliency
	Text1: phervey@barrington.ri.gov; (401) 247-1900 x347
	Text2: Accomplishments include: Completion of a management plan for the St. Andrew's Farm (Town-owned) open space property, including establishing a maintenance fund;  continued enforcement action to remove encroachments by abutters into public open space properties; completed GIS study to map locations of stormwater outfalls and catch basins as a first step toward a watershed study; installed "dark-sky" compliant streetlights to reduce light pollution; established new Agriculture-Rural zone in the George Street area to protect rural character.
Impediments to implementation include Town staffing capacity and a lack of funding to complete studies recommended in the plan. 
	Text3: Accomplishments: Established (2020) a permanent Open Space Committee to review and make recommendations on open space acquisitions; set up a capital reserve fund dedicated to parks and trail improvements; continuing to complete field assessments to identify needed trail system improvements; acquired 6-acre open space property on George Street for conservation purposes; upgraded multiple parks including Police Cove Park (water play feature and picnic shade structure and rebuilt boat ramp); Latham Park (playground, walkways, benches, volleyball court); created open space acquisition capital reserve fund to build up funding for open space acquisition; installing granite markers designating public rights of way to the water (about 12 installed to date); new athletic fields, basketball courts and tennis courts at new Middle School.

Impediments include: a need for sufficient open space funding for acquisition including leveraging grants
	Text4: Accomplishments: established a new zone for the former Zion Bible Institute site that allows for development of a continuing care retirement community, with the requirement that the historic Belton Court property is preserved; replaced the roof of the historic Peck Center (replacing composite asphalt shingles with granite), approved by the State Historic Preservation and Heritage Commission; completed 300-year anniversary celebration for the Town of Barrington in 2017.

Impediments: Town lacks a local historic district, which would provide greater protection for historic houses (though demolition of historically significant properties is rare)
	Text5: Accomplishments: Palmer Pointe (40 affordable units) completed in 2019; rezoned (2016) the Zion Bible Institute campus to Senior Residential Village, allowing for almost 300 units of senior housing (cottages, independent living apts., assisted living units); created (2018) a new Residential-Business Flex zone and rezoned an area in Bay Spring allowing for first-floor apartments (previously had to be on upper floor(s) of a mixed-use building); amended (2019) the comp plan to establish developer guidance for housing development at two key sites off Bay Spring Avenue; established (2019) first-time homebuyer incentive program using local Spencer Trust funds requiring affordable housing deed restriction. Impediments: higher land and housing costs in Barrington make it difficult to capture existing affordable units.
	Text6: Accomplishments: Completed streetscape improvements in "Village Center" (2017); developed banner and wayfinding signage program for County Rd to promote Village Ctr.; formed Economic Development Commission (2017), to address businesses' concerns and help promote the Town; completed land use study of the Bay Spring Avenue commercial zoning district - resulting in creation of new Residence-Business Flex zone in 2018; Town in 2017 filled a new economic development position to focus on issues of concern to the business community; implemented polystyrene ban working with local businesses; revised zoning ordinance to allow for A-frame signs. Impediments: the town has been unable to develop a centralized parking lot or adequate on-street parking that would allow people to "park and shop" and also reduce the amount of off-street parking in commercial developments. 
	Text7: Accomplishments: New Middle School opened in fall 2019; 2nd floor renovations completed at the Library/Peck Center (2017); Town renovating  Senior Center and TAP-IN in the lower level (to be completed in 2020); Town Hall renovations added new office space and enhanced safety for employees and the public; Nayatt School and Primrose Hill School parking lot retrofits reduced impervious surface, added rain gardens / storm-water infiltration facilities; added economic development officer position, which also handles website/social media for the Town; Town administration in 2017 formed a  coalition that includes representatives of local institutions to improve community outreach and complete volunteer initiatives, including an annual "Day of Caring" event that benefits local residents in need; building office shifted to e-Permitting in 2019. Impediments: recent workforce study shows Public Works is short six employees; meeting evolving IT/website needs
	Text8: Accomplishments: Safe Routes to School projects added sidewalks in vicinity of Middle School and Primrose Hill School;  Town completed streetscape improvements that included new and rebuilt sidewalks in the Village Center (2017); additional sidewalks built on town roads as part of Planning Board approvals of subdivisions / land development projects; bike racks added at several locations (Police Cove, Latham Park, Town Beach); Town Council adopted complete streets policy (2019); Town has hired consultant to complete Complete Streets Plan (2020); State completed Nayatt Road reconstruction in 2019, including rebuilding about 4,000 linear feet of sidewalk including granite curbing.

Impediments: lack of available land in vicinity of RI 114 to add park and ride spaces; RIPTA service in Barrington remains limited to only RI 114; lack of safe bike facilities other than the East Bay Bike Path; Town lacks on-street parking on State-maintained County Road in business district (unlike in Warren and Bristol) 
	Text9: Accomplishments: completed FEMA-approved Hazard Mitigation Plan (2017) that includes risk of sea level rise (SLR); added part-time resilience planner position (2019); formed Planning, Building & Resiliency Dept. (2019); successfully applied for Municipal Resilience Program support and MRE implementation grant (2019); developing plans to make Walker Farm more resilient to SLR impacts including shoreline restoration and accommodating coastal marsh migration at the site; joined with Warren to participate in Coastal Institute's climate demonstration site program (2018-19) including land use and transportation planning exercises; added climate mitigation project reserve to the capital budget for planning and implementation. Impediments: high cost of capital projects needed to protect housing and infrastructure against future SLR; coordination with State on long-term planning for State roads/bridges threatened by SLR.
	Text10: Accomplishments: Rezoned Zion Bible Institute property to Senior Residential Village (2016); completed land use study of Bay Spring area (2018) that included creation of a new Residence-Business Flex zone and establishment of developer guidance for two key parcels in Bay Spring (added to Comp Plan in 2019); approved first "live-work" unit as part of comprehensive permit project (2019); rezoned (2019) Residence 40 zone in George Street to new Agriculture-Rural zone, designed to protect farmland and open space with larger lot size requirement and allow for more farm-related uses as of right.

Impediments: impact of future sea level rise projections on zoning will need to be assessed, to avoid increased development in vulnerable areas
	Text11: Accomplishments: In 2019 the Town rezoned the R-40 zone in George St. area to new Agriculture-Rural zone, designed to protect farmland and open space with larger lot size requirement and allow for more farm-related uses as of right; established a new community garden on Wampanoag Trl (former Vitullo Farm). Land Trust acquired small 3.5-acre farm on Federal Road (now Community Farm School)
Impediments: concern comp. permit/SHAB process could undo Town's efforts to protect farmland, habitat and  rural character of the George Street area (example: Residences at the Preserve project) even though the Town has implemented its affordable housing plan and has a State-approved comprehensive plan. George Street is the only area in Barrington with a significant amount of active farmland. 
	Text12: Accomplishments: The Bristol County Water Authority manages the water supply for the East Bay. The BCWA in 2019 had to fix the crossbay pipeline after a major leak was detected, highlighting the importance of a secondary water source for the community (also a BCWA priority)
	Text13: Accomplishments: Town and Schools have completed energy efficiency projects at municipal buildings, reducing overall school/town energy use by 15% compared to fiscal year 2009; converted the Town's streetlights to LED (2017); Town/Schools signed virtual net metering project agreement that will result in a 2.7 megawatt solar installation at E. Greenwich industrial site; approved Commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy program (2017); installed electric vehicle charging stations at Town Hall and Town-owned commuter parking lot (2020); approved community electricity aggregation plan (to be submitted to PUC in 2020); more than 200 solar PV systems installed in Barrington since Town first participated in Solarize Barrington program in 2015.  Impediments: need to assess how to achieve greater energy savings to reach 20% reduction goal, with an emphasis on reducing school energy use.
	Text14: 


