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Kevin Nelson is Retiring

A�er thirty-five years of working for the State of Rhode Island and
over thirty years with the RI Division of Statewide Planning, Supervising
Planner Kevin Nelson is re!ring. Kevin started his career with the
Statewide Planning in 1989 as a Planning Technician, reviewing local
comprehensive plans.

During his tenure with the Division, Kevin has worked on strategic
planning, natural resource and land use planning, the
intergovernmental review program, and (most famously) comprehensive planning. His
responsibili!es also included serving on the RIDEM Agricultural Lands' Commission, the
RI Historic Preserva!on & Heritage Commission, the RI Trails Advisory Commi3ee, and
the RI Recreation Resources Review Committee. 

In his role as the guru of all things Comp Plan, Kevin has provided valuable assistance to
other State agencies and most of the State's community planners. As he puts it: "We're
solving problems and making Rhode Island a little bit nicer place to live."

Kevin has degrees from the University of Rhode Island and Rhode Island College in
economics, poli!cal science, and philosophy. Outside of work, Kevin loves nature and
loves hiking the trails of the Audubon Society, Nature Conservancy and RIDEM refuges.
He is ac!ve in the leadership of his church congrega!on and can o�en be found on a golf
course.

Please plan to a3end an open house for Kevin on Friday, September 17 from 1:30PM-
3PM at the Div. of Statewide Planning office in The Foundry, 235 Promenade St., Suite
230, Providence. (Use the Beach Street entrance at the rear of the building).

You can sign a digital card for Kevin here. Or contact him at 401/222-2093 and
Kevin.Nelson@doa.ri.gov until September 24. Good luck, Kevin: you will be missed!

Below: Kevin (in white shirt) on the way to
his first day of work at Statewide Planning.

http://www.planning.ri.gov/
https://www.groupgreeting.com/sign/77555d4216a7004
mailto:Kevin.Nelson@doa.ri.gov


Above: Kevin doing one of his favorite
things: explaining the comprehensive
planning process.

Planners' Roundtable: October 1

Planners'
Roundtables
are back!

And what a
great way to
kick off the
start of

National Community Planning Month!

Join fellow planners on Friday, October 1
at 3PM for "Market to Metacom:
Adapta!on and Economic Development in
Warren, RI." The Town of Warren has
developed a bold plan to prepare for the
more frequent flooding and more severe
storms that will be impac!ng Warren in
the years to come.

Bob Ruilli, Warren Town Planner, and

Arnold Robinson, Regional Director of
Planning at Fuss & O"Neill, will discuss
adap!ng to climate change challenges
while also promo!ng redevelopment
opportuni!es that will create a community
where people can live, work, and shop.

We'll be mee!ng in person at the East
Providence Public Library, 41 Grove Ave. in
the community room. (And maybe add a
happy hour outing afterward??)

To register for this free event and/or for
more informa!on, please contact
Roberta.Groch@doa.ri.gov

If plans change, all registered a3endees
will receive a Zoom link. 1.25 CM credits
pending.

Comp Plan Approved

Congratula!ons to the Town of Charlestown for the recent
approval of their Comprehensive Plan!

Charlestown has created a plan around their vision of a
community "united by its desire to provide a healthy, high
quality of life which depends upon the protec!on of its
natural, cultural and historic resources. These resources
also protect wildlife and mitigate future climate change, and
provide economic benefits in terms of tourism."

View the Charlestown Comprehensive Plan on our website: www.planning.ri.gov.

http://plan4health.us/10-ways-to-celebrate-national-planning-month/
mailto:Roberta.Groch@doa.ri.gov
http://www.planning.ri.gov/documents/comp/2021/CharlestownComprehensivePlan_Adopted.pdf


Municipal Board Training: Sept. 29

The RI Division of Statewide Planning will conduct a free training for new or returning
volunteers who serve on planning and zoning boards via Zoom on Wednesday,
September 29 in the early evening. This will be a small session, with a maximum of
approximately twenty people, for a few communities.

To register, please please send your name, community, board posi!on, and contact
informa!on by September 17 to Nancy.Hess@doa.ri.gov. Zoom login info and details will
be sent to registrants shortly before the workshop.

Brady's Bits

This has been one long, strange summer: a weird
hybrid between in-person and virtual, a daily
calcula!on of personal risk as the world opens up
slowly, two steps forward, one step back. I feel a
li3le like a cat doing complex equa!ons in its head
to calculate a jump (see illustra!on!) every !me I
pull a mee!ng together. Hybrid technology is in it’s
infancy and, much like the early days of Zoom
meetings, there’s a steep learning curve. 

My “big” adventures this summer have included sharp things. Two new ki3ens, sisters,
now 13 weeks old. And also a set of new kitchen knives (it’s the li3le things) and the
subsequent steep learning curve of how many things we do with our dominant thumb… I
give my new knives a heavily-bandaged thumbs up for sharpness.

How are your mee!ngs going, now that the Execu!ve Order has expired and statute
requires in-person Board and Commission a3endance? How are YOU doing: personally,
professionally? I’m s!ll here, if you just want to talk. Let’s go for coffee, virtual or in-
person. Meredith.brady@doa.ri.gov or (401) 368-7601.

Upcoming Statewide Planning Meetings

All meetings are open to the public.
These meetings will be held in person. Please check the links for cancellations.

State Planning Council
September 9 - 9AM

Room 2A, 1 Capitol Hill, Providence

Technical Committee
September 10 - 9AM

Room 2A, 1 Capitol Hill, Providence

Transportation Advisory Committee
September 23- 5:30PM

mailto:Nancy.Hess@doa.ri.gov
mailto:Meredith.brady@doa.ri.gov
http://sos.ri.gov/openmeetings/?page=view_entity&entity_id=4965
https://opengov.sos.ri.gov/OpenMeetingsPublic/OpenMeetingDashboard?subtopmenuId=201&EntityID=2610&MeetingID=989992
https://opengov.sos.ri.gov/OpenMeetingsPublic/OpenMeetingDashboard?subtopmenuId=201&EntityID=2608&MeetingID=991245
https://opengov.sos.ri.gov/OpenMeetingsPublic/OpenMeetingDashboard?subtopmenuId=201&EntityID=2609&MeetingID=990771


Room 2A, 1 Capitol Hill, Providence

RIGIS Executive Committee
September 30 - 2PM

Cranston Public Library, 140 Sockanosset Cross Rd.

Photo Trivia

Do you know where in Rhode Island this
building is located?

See the answer at the bottom of the
newsletter!

Events

Please note: Events scheduled to be held in person may be held virtually due to
uncertainty surrounding Covid.

Always contact the organizer of the event for the latest information.

September 3 A Planner's Toolkit to Reboot Small Businesses. This panel explores
targeted social impact investments and small-scale manufacturing that invest in place in
an inclusive way to empower systemic transformation. Time: 1PM-2:30PM. Free. 1.5 CM.

September 9, 10, 13 & 14 Conference on Advancing Transporta:on Equity. The virtual
conference of the Transporta!on Research Board will help bridge the divide between
people, research, and practice. Fee: $80-$150; student rate is available.

September 10 A Ma<er of Truth: The Struggle for African Heritage and Indigenous
People Equal Rights in Providence. This APA-RI webinar will discuss historical inequi!es
in our land use regula!ons, transporta!on, and housing access. Historian Keith Stokes
presents this groundbreaking report and leads a Q-and-A session. Time: 12PM-1PM.
Free. 1 CM. 

September 10 Rhode Island's Pandemic Response: Where We Were and Where We're
Going. The Hassenfeld Ins!tute and the RI League of Ci!es and Towns host a digital
event featuring two conversa!ons on Rhode Island's ini!al response to the pandemic
and the once-in-a-lifetime wave of federal funding. Time: 9AM-10:30AM. Free.

September 10 Zoom Towns: Broadband and the Culture of Connec:on . Communi!es
with natural assets and robust internet service have become a3rac!ve places for
telecommuters to locate full !me. How can the economic advantages of "Zoom towns"
benefit all community members? Time: 1PM-2:30PM. Free. 1.5 CM.

September 13-15 Transporta:on Law Workshop. This workshop will provide a virtual
opportunity to hear about significant legal issues in transporta!on presented by leading
subject ma3er prac!!oners from the FHWA, FTA, and Federal Railroad Administra!on.

https://opengov.sos.ri.gov/OpenMeetings
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8711726811826976268
https://web.cvent.com/event/c4ad93cd-c23d-450f-b6f4-f2ba2ef8d5d6/websitePage:18647cf2-f444-46d9-8b37-39c723ad529e
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_n_1VG_RGSMmV8hFI3BDxCg
https://pages.e2ma.net/pages/1933148/30781
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6364789556430790928
https://trb.secure-platform.com/a/page/transportationlaw


Fee: $250.

September 15 Short-Term Rental Trends and How to Cra@ an Ordinance to Handle
Them. This Penn State Land Use Series virtual webinar will help planners, elected officials
and ci!zens be3er engage in land use decision-making processes. Time: 12PM-1:15PM.
Fee: $15. 1.25 CM.

September 15, 16, 22, & 23 Next Stop: The New Normal. This virtual transporta!on
conference of the Eno Centennial Ins!tute will give par!cipants informa!on and
resources for innovation-sharing in transportation. Fee: $39-$129. CM credits.

September 16 Advances in Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety. Learn the latest methods for
data collection and using data for active transportation safety. Time: 3PM-4:15PM. Free.

September 17 SNEAPA 2021 Session Proposal deadline. The Southern New England
American Planning Associa!on (SNEAPA) Planning Conference will be held virtually on
October 28 & 29, 2021. (All speakers must pay a registration fee to speak at a session).

September 21-23 Innova:ons in Freight Data Workshop will virtually bring together a
data users and developers to share recent advances for mul!-modal freight applica!ons
and advances in freight data and practice. Fee: $100-$230; student rate is available.

September 22 Exploring the Future of Autonomous Driving and Vision Zero. This
webinar features leaders in the AV world talking about cri!cal traffic safety priori!es and
plans. Time: 1PM-2PM. Fee: Up to $25.

September 22-23 Engaging Older Adults. This AARP Livable Communi!es workshop will
showcase effec!ve strategies, ini!a!ves and programs that engage older adults and
solve pressing community problems. Time: 1PM-4PM. Free.

September 23 Spending for Equity: How the American Rescue Plan Act and Other
Federal Funds can Support Inclusive Economies. This discussion features experts on
municipal finance speaking on how ci!es are mee!ng ARPA’s equity requirements. There
will also be a brief panel discussion with local leaders. Time: 1PM-2PM. Free.

September 29 Planning & Zoning Board training for municipal volunteers. Please see
article, above. Free.

September 29 Racism and the Economy Series: Focus on Health. This event will
examine how systemic racism impacts health and, ul!mately, economic outcomes. Time:
2PM-4:30PM. Free.

September 29 Road Diets. A "road diet" is a road reconfigura!on that offers high-value
improvements such as enhanced safety, access for all users and a "complete streets"
environment, at a low cost. Time: 10AM-2PM. Free.

September 30 Living with Heat – How Cool(ing) Things Can Help Us Thrive in the
Future. This EBC webinar presents experts from Phoenix and Boston who will address
policy, and zoning for extreme heat and share the tools they are developing. Time: 9AM-
12PM. Fee: $25-$120. 

October 1 Planners' Roundtable: Market to Metacom- Adapta:on and Economic
Development in Warren, RI. See ar!cle, above. Time: 3PM-4:15PM. Loca!on: East
Providence Public Library, 41 Grove Avenue. Free. 1.25 CM.

Any:me edX offers on-demand courses on urban planning topics like inclusive and

https://files.constantcontact.com/d14f1a37601/e5170aa0-fd66-4619-b6fb-b54341340c06.pdf
https://100years.enotrans.org/institute/
https://transet.lsu.edu/webinars/
https://www.sneapa.org/program/2021-call-for-session-proposals/
https://trb.secure-platform.com/a/page/InnovationsFreightData/2021FreightDataCall
https://visionzeronetwork.org/event/exploring-the-future-of-autonomous-driving-vision-zero/
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/about/info-2021/community-engagement-workshop/?cmp=EMC-DSM-NLC-LC-HOMFAM-20210818_LivableCommunities_NL_SC4N_1094001_1458007-081821-F1-Workshop-CTA_Button-CTRL-Community-5716269&encparam=zv6ocrSpj7FK2WoS6X6k2l0TB1z6DOCPGqovKlugcuc%3d
https://webinar.ringcentral.com/webinar/register/WN_lTPrFS7jS8KyeXA3_0Vcaw
https://web.cvent.com/event/94f29588-0116-4f21-a796-f78aebb23288/regProcessStep1
https://www.labroots.com/ms/virtual-event/2021-edc-virtual-safety-summit-series
https://ebcne.org/event/ebc-climate-change-webinar-living-with-heat-how-cooling-things-can-help-us-thrive-in-the-future/
https://www.edx.org/learn/urban-planning


sustainable ci!es, infrastructure management, transit and rail development, smart ci!es,
and more. Free.

Grant Opportunities

September 13 Areas of Persistent Poverty Program  deadline. The Federal Transit
Administra!on (FTA) announces $16.3 million in compe!!ve grants to support projects
that will improve transit services or facili!es in areas of persistent poverty through
planning, engineering, technical studies, or financial plans for projects.

September 21 Healthy Homes Produc:on Grant Program. This HUD program takes a
comprehensive approach to addressing mul!ple childhood diseases and injuries in the
home by focusing on housing-related hazards in a coordinated fashion to address a
variety of high-priority environmental health and safety hazards.

September 28 Infrastructure and Capacity Building Challenge Grants. National
Endowment for the Humani!es supports the design, purchase, construc!on, restora!on,
or renova!on of facili!es for humani!es ac!vi!es and the maintenance, moderniza!on,
and sustainability of existing digital scholarly projects and platforms.

September 27 Agriculture Innova:on Center Program deadline. The USDA will make
grants to Agriculture Innova!on Centers that may be used by to provide technical
assistance to help agricultural producers develop and market value-added agricultural
products using a variety of options (except joint marketing efforts).

September 30 Coastal Program deadline. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service's Coastal
Program is a voluntary, community-based program that provides technical and financial
assistance to coastal communities, conservation partners, and landowners to restore and
protect fish and wildlife habitat on public and private lands.

September 30 Endangered Species Recovery Implementa:on grant deadline. The
objec!ve of this U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service funding is to support the implementa!on of
priority recovery actions for federally endangered and threatened species. 

October 1 RISCA Arts Access Grant deadline. Provides program support (maximum of
$3,000) to new ventures or occasional arts programs executed by non-profit
organizations, or groups fiscally sponsored by a non-profit organization.

Planning Articles of Interest

New park named in honor of planner Dave Westcott

Town Council considers turning farm into high-tech agricultural project

Town will use grant for economic and social equity plan

Council considers Innovation Hub zoning

Town approves limit on number of students per home

RI Statewide Planning Staff

https://www.transit.dot.gov/notices-funding/areas-persistent-poverty-program-2021-notice-funding-opportunity
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/spm/gmomgmt/grantsinfo/fundingopps/fy21_hhp
https://www.neh.gov/grants/preservation/infrastructure-and-capacity-building-challenge-grants
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/agriculture-innovation-center-program
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/56607983e4b0b03b86208e4e/t/5fec73e43b288412fe943355/1609331684467/FY21+Coastal+Program+NOFO_Content_of_F21AS00197.pdf
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=329584
https://risca.online/grants/arts-access-grant/
https://www.valleybreeze.com/2021-08-24/north-providence/cleanup-event-kick-development-westcott-park#.YS5dQY5KiUl
https://whatsupnewp.com/2021/08/exeter-town-council-considers-turning-schartner-farm-into-massive-high-tech-agricultural-project/
https://www.valleybreeze.com/2021-08-11/cumberland-lincoln-area/goal-grant-investment-lonsdale-and-valley-falls#.YRu6LYhKiUk
https://www.newportri.com/story/news/local/2021/08/24/newport-city-council-to-take-up-proposed-innovation-hub-zoning/8233798002/
https://patch.com/rhode-island/narragansett/narragansett-approves-limiting-camp-housing-uri-students


Click on staff person's name for their email address:

Meredith Brady, Associate Director
401/222-6496

Benny Bergantino, Principal Planner
401/222-1755

Linsey Callaghan, Assistant Chief
401/222-6479

Paul Capotosto, Fiscal Management Officer
401/222-6170

Michael D'Alessandro, AICP- Supervising
Planner 401/222-2177

Christina Delage Baza , Data Analyst I
401/222-6481

Vincent Flood, Data Analyst II
401/222-1243

Kim Gelfuso, Internet Communications
Specialist 401/222-5764

Caitlin Greeley, Principal Planner
401/222-2848

Paul Gonsalves, Principal Planner
401/222-1756

Roberta Groch, AICP- Assistant Chief
401/222-4720

Nancy Hess, Supervising Planner
401/222-6480

Benjamin Jacobs, Principal Research
Technician
401/222-3949

Maria Mignanelli, Chief Implementation
Aide 401/222-7901

Kevin Nelson, Supervising Planner
401/222-2093

Joshua O'Neill, AICP- Supervising Planner
401/222-4849

Mason Perrone, Principal Planner
401/222-7966

Water Resources Board staff:

Kathleen Crawley, Acting General Manager

Timothy Stagnitta, Programming Services
Officer

PHOTO TRIVIA ANSWER:
SCITUATE

Smithville Seminary (now Scituate Commons)- 1839
Photo: Wikipedia
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