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PUBLIC HEARING REPORT
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1. Introduction

This public comment report outlines the opportunity provided for public comment and the input
received related to the Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2017-2025 State Transportation Improvement Program
(STIP). Two public hearings were held on May 26, 2016, at which public comment was received on
Amendment #7 to the FFY 2013-2016 STIP, as well as the draft FFY 17-25 STIP. However, this public
hearing report only addresses comments related to the draft FFY 17-25 STIP. The public comment
period for Amendment #7 ended with the close of the second public hearing, while the public comment
period for the FFY 17-25 STIP ended on June 26, 2016. A previously published public comment report
addressed the input related to Amendment #7 to the FFY 2013-2016 STIP.

Purpose of the Proposed Amendment

The State Planning Council is developing the STIP for FFY 2017-2025. The STIP is a nine-year program
which includes Bridge Capital, Bridge Maintenance, Debt Service, Contingency-Inflation, Drainage
Capital, Drainage Maintenance, Headquarters Operations, Maintenance Capital, Maintenance
Operations, Pavement Capital, Pavement Maintenance, Planning — Program Development, Toll
Operations, Traffic Safety Capital, Traffic Safety Maintenance, Transit Capital (RIPTA & RIDOT), Transit
Operations (RIPTA & RIDOT), Other Transit Initiatives (RIPTA), Route 6/10, and Transportation
Alternatives projects that are eligible to receive federal funding. The STIP must be updated at a
minimum of every (4) years in accordance with federal requirements and the State Planning Council’s
Rules of Procedure and the first four years of the STIP (FFY 2017-FFY 2020) must be fiscally constrained.
This STIP update included a full solicitation of new projects from Rhode Island state agencies,
municipalities, organizations, and individuals. These projects were reviewed by subcommittees of the
State Planning Council’s Transportation Advisory Committee, Rhode Island Department of
Transportation, and Rhode Island Public Transit Authority staff. Recommendations were incorporated
into the full draft FFY 2017-2025 STIP document. A complete description of the STIP development
process is outlined in the draft STIP document.

Public Hearings and Comment Period

The State Planning Council gave notice of its intent to hold a public hearing to afford interested parties
the opportunity to provide public comment. Notice of the two public hearings and opportunity to
comment on the draft FFY 2017 - 2025 STIP was provided through advertisement in the Providence
Journal on April 25, 2016, posting on the Statewide Planning Program’s website in English and Spanish, a
direct mailing to the over 800 planning and transportation contacts in the Statewide Planning Program’s
database, and inclusion in the Statewide Planning Program’s May newsletter, which was sent to
interested parties on May 2, 2016. In addition, the public notice was read in Spanish on the Spanish
language radio station Podor 1110, 14 times leading up to the hearings. Both the English and Spanish
hearing notices posted on the Division of Planning website are included as Attachment 1.

All persons were invited to present their views on the proposed amendments in person at the public
hearings, through a representative, or by filing a written statement with the Secretary of the State
Planning Council by the end of the public comment period on June 26, 2016. Written statements could
be mailed or e-mailed to Jared Rhodes, Chief of the Rl Statewide Planning Program, One Capitol Hill,
Providence, RI1 02908, or submitted at a hearing. All written statements are included in Attachment 2.
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On May 26, 2016, the Statewide Planning Program, on behalf of the State Planning Council, held two
public hearings, one at 2:00 p.m. and one at 6:30 p.m. in front of the Transportation Advisory
Committee, to accept comments on the draft FFY 2017-2025 STIP. Both hearings were held at the
Department of Administration, William E. Powers Building, Conference Room A, Providence, Rl 02908.

The hearing locations were accessible to individuals with disabilities. Any individual with physical or
sensory impairments requiring assistance for a reasonable accommodation in order to participate in the
hearings, or any individual requiring the services of a spoken language interpreter, was instructed by the
hearing notice as to how to request accommodation. A stenographer was present to create a transcript
of both public hearings, which are included in Attachment 3.

Organization of the Report

This report contains three additional sections. Section 2 describes the proceedings of the 2:00 p.m.
public hearing, Section 3 describes the proceedings of the 6:30 p.m. public hearing, and Section 4
includes a summary of the written and oral comments received at both hearings and during the public
comment period relevant to the draft FFY 2017-2025 STIP and responses to the comments.

2. Proceedings of the 2:00 p.m. Public Hearing

The hearing was called to order at 2:10 p.m. by Jared Rhodes, Chief of the Rhode Island Statewide
Planning Program, who was the presiding officer at the hearing. He then overviewed the purpose of the
hearing which was to accept public comment on the Amendment #7 to the State Transportation
Improvement Program for Federal Fiscal Years 2013 — 2016 and the Draft State Transportation
Improvement Program for Federal Fiscal Years 2017 — 2025.

Mr. Rhodes directed all those who wished to make comments to sign in, and clarified that there is
opportunity to provide additional comments at the second public hearing scheduled for 6:30 p.m. that
evening, and to provide written comments on the proposed FFY 17-25 STIP through June 26, 2016.

Mr. Rhodes then introduced Linsey Callaghan, Supervising Planner with the Statewide Planning Program
who overviewed and gave context for Amendment #7 to the FFY 13-16 STIP and the draft FFY 17-25
STIP. The presentation included a description of policy and funding changes on both the federal and
state level directing the state towards a more asset management based system of transportation
planning. Amy Pettine, Executive Director of Planning for the Rhode Island Public Transit Authority
(RIPTA), reviewed RIPTA’s proposed amendments to the FFY 13-16 STIP. This presentation was followed
by Meredith Brady, Acting Policy Director for the Rhode Island Department of Transportation (RIDOT),
who explained RIDOT proposed amendments. Following the presentation on Amendment #7, a brief
presentation was given by Ms. Callaghan, Ms. Pettine, and Ms. Brady regarding the draft FFY 17-25 STIP.
Ms. Callaghan concluded the formal presentations by outlining the next steps in the FFY 13-16 STIP
amendment and FFY 17-25 STIP adoption processes.

Mr. Rhodes noted that no responses to questions posed at the hearing would be given, however,
anyone wishing to make comments was welcome to speak. In total, 20 members of the public provided
comment, including Senator Dennis Algiere, Representatives Carlos Tobon and Carol Hagan McEntee,
and the Mayors of Central Falls and Cumberland. All public comments are outlined and addressed in
Section 4 of this report. All written comments received at the meeting are included in Attachment 2.
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When all interested parties had been given and exercised the opportunity to comment, Mr. Rhodes
thanked those in attendance for their interest. The public hearing closed at 4:20 p.m.

3. Proceedings of the 6:30 p.m. Public Hearing and Discussion on Amendment #7 to the FFY 13-16
STIP by the Transportation Advisory Committee

The hearing was called to order at 6:36 p.m. by Fran Shocket, Chairperson of the Transportation
Advisory Committee (TAC), who was the presiding officer at the hearing. She then overviewed the
purpose of the hearing which was to accept public comment on the Amendment #7 to the State
Transportation Improvement Program for Federal Fiscal Years 2013 — 2016 and the Draft State
Transportation Improvement Program for Federal Fiscal Years 2017 — 2025.

Ms. Shocket directed all those who wished to make comments to sign in and clarified that there is
opportunity to provide additional written comments on the proposed FFY 17-25 STIP through June 26,
2016.

Ms. Shocket then introduced Linsey Callaghan, Supervising Planner with the Statewide Planning Program
who overviewed and gave context for both Amendment #7 to the FFY 13-16 STIP and the draft FFY 17-
25 STIP. The presentation included a description of policy and funding changes on both the federal and
state level directing the state towards a more asset management based system of transportation
planning. Amy Pettine, Executive Director of Planning for the Rhode Island Public Transit Authority
(RIPTA), reviewed RIPTA’s proposed amendments to the FFY 13-16 STIP. This presentation was followed
by Meredith Brady, Acting Policy Director for the Rhode Island Department of Transportation (RIDOT),
who explained RIDOT proposed amendments. Following the presentation on Amendment #7, a brief
presentation was given by Ms. Callaghan, Ms. Pettine, and Ms. Brady regarding the draft FFY 17-25 STIP.
Ms. Callaghan concluded the formal presentations by outlining the next steps in the FFY 13-16 STIP
amendment and FFY 17-25 STIP adoption processes.

Ms. Shocket noted that no responses to questions posed at the hearing would be given, however,
anyone wishing to make comments was welcome to speak. In total, 10 members of the public provided
comment, including Municipal Councilors from the Towns of Warren and North Kingstown. All public
comments are outlined and addressed in Section 4 of this report. All written comments received at the
meeting are included in Attachment 2.

When all interested parties had been given and exercised the opportunity to comment, Ms. Shocket
thanked those in attendance for their interest. The public hearing closed at 8:06 p.m.

4. Summary of and Response to Comments Received related to the draft FFY 2017-2025 STIP

Below, please find a table with a summary of all the comments, both written and oral, received as part
of the public hearing and comment period related to the draft FFY 17-25 STIP. The table provides a

summary of the comment, who made the comment, the project name, year in the STIP, TIP ID number,
TIP program, municipality, reviewing entity, response, and change, if any, made to the STIP document.
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PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS

TYPE OF COMMENT REVIEWING/
REQUESTED BY EPROJECT NAME | YEAR i TIPID EMUNICIPALITY EREQUEST ECOMMENTS EDITING ENTITY  RESPONSE CHANGE
Barry Schiller 6/10 Project 2016, 2019- 9500 :Providence Not ready to give RIDOT $195 million If it can be done, boulevard could be cheaper, make money available Oral RIDOT RIDOT will be completing NEPA and Conceptual Design for the
2024 when basic design is being debated and ifor other things heard today. To add things, need to cut things. 6-10 Route 6/10 Project and will continue to examine alternatives for
the City is putting out bids for alternative ishould only be funded in 2016 to keep the oversight, process fastlane this corridor including assessing all modes of transit that could
designs. application, so on. Shouldn't get a blank check before study done. If a potentially be used (bus, light rail, DMU, etc.).
boulevard could be done, we wouldn't need to spend an extra $50 mil
on I-95 viaduct widening. All interconnected. Providence has already
sacrificed a huge amount of land for through traffic, interchanges, etc.
Reduce the damage that the auto age has done to our core city. Plan s
not a game changer in changing our reliance on auto, dealing with
climate change, etc.
Brian Bishop 6/10 Project 2016, 2019- 9500 :Providence Do not obligate $200 million for 6/10 Obligating $200 million for 6/10 Connector in FFY 2016 is too much for Oral RIDOT The funds allocated to the 6/10 Connector in FFY2016 will not be
2024 Connector in FFY 2016. a project for which design isn't final. Too early to issue bonds for this obligated to the project: they are state funds borrowed through
project when we haven't settled on a final concept. What does the the GARVEE financing tool and the intent of showing these funds as
obligation of the funds now have to do with the FAST LANE grant allocated to the 6/10 Connector in the FFY2016 TIP amendment is
application. to make clear (particularly to those who may be awarding grants)
that the state has funding allocated to the project. In future years,
as the project progresses, RIDOT will develop a cash flow for the
use of the funds.
Grant Dulgarian, Ecology 6/10 Project 2016, 2019- 9500 :Providence $800 million is too much for the project, ($800 million is amazing - need to sit down and try to determine what Oral RIDOT RIDOT will be completing NEPA, Conceptual Design, and
Action for RI 2024 and more needs to be done to determine imakes sense. Would like to see some data. Continual traffic jam at 6- Preliminary Engineering for the Route 6/10 Project. During this
the actual problem and potential 10/1-95. Look at data from before it was constructed. Look at data on time alternatives will be evaluated and additional data will be
solutions. Union Ave bridge - before, during and after bridge replacement. Might collected and analyzed including an examination of historical data.
inform us about what we should be looking at for 6-10.
Tom Grieb Aquidneck Island Bikeway - Melville 2024 5161 :Portsmouth This project is ready to advance and Can the money in the current TIP be used? $2.5 million in 2015 and $5 Oral TAC There is not sufficient funds to undertake all projects in the earliest
Connector should be moved up in the TIP, using million in 2016 in current TIP for bicycle projects moving from study years of the Transportation Improvement Program.
money allocated in the current TIP. and design.
Jorge Elorza, Mayor and Arterial Traffic Signal Improvements - 2019-2021 1510 :Providence Request project be put on hold and that :This project was ranked by the City as a low priority, however has been Written RIDOT Allens Avenue parallels Route 95 and is a natural diversionary route
Bonnie Nickerson, Planning :Allens Ave. the $3.2M in funding be allocated to one iallocated $1.75M in 2019-2020 and $1.45M in 2021. into and out of the City when there is congestion on the highway.
Director of the higher priority TAP projects By coordinating the traffic signals on this Arterial, we anticipate less
identified by the City. congestion, delay and emissions on this roadway. The design is
almost complete and we recommend it remain in the program.
Dennis Algiere, State Bay Street Streetscape 2022 5286 Westerly Requests that the project be moved up in iThe project area is an economic engine to community and state. Local Oral TAC The project is moved from FFY2022 to FF2019 but no earlier to Table changed
Senator, District 38 Improvements the TIP. and private investment in roadway, burying utilities, upgraded avoid moving projects already designated as high priority.
drainage. Historic properties present. Roadway, sidewalks, curbing in
disrepair.
Derek Kennedy, Town Bay Street Streetscape 2022 5286 :iWesterly Requests that the project be moved up in {The project is a major priority for the town and was in a previous TIP, Oral TAC The project is moved from FFY2022 to FF2019 but no earlier to Table changed
Manager Westerly Improvements the TIP. and work has already started. avoid moving projects already designated as high priority.
Grant Simmons Bay Street Streetscape 2022 5286 :Westerly Requests that the project be moved up in iThank you for hearing the Town of Westerly's requests for Bay Street; it Oral TAC The project is moved from FFY2022 to FF2019 but no earlier to Table changed
Improvements the TIP. is an economic engine in the community. avoid moving projects already designated as high priority.
Paul LeBlanc, Town of Bay Street Streetscape 2022 5286 :iWesterly Requests that the project be moved up in {The project was included in previous TIPs. The town has spent more Oral TAC The project is moved from FFY2022 to FF2019 but no earlier to
Westerly, Town Engineer Improvements the TIP. than $10 million in the area for drainage improvements. It will finish avoid moving projects already designated as high priority.
installing decorative streetlights for $350,000 in fall 2016. The project is
close to PS&E and is ready to be built.
Barry Schiller Bicycle Program General Statewide Not enough spent on bicycle program. More funds are available, and the bicycle program should be Oral RIDOT Moving forward into future years, there will be an opportunity to
comment accelerated. Connectivity is critical for bicycle paths and completing the review projects and progress on an annual basis, and projects not

Blackstone Bikeway is an economic opportunity. Many projects went
unfunded, including a connector to URI from the South County Bike
Path as well as projects in Burrillville, Smithfield, Johnston, and North
Smithfield.

included in the FFY2016 amendment or the FFY2017-FFY2025 STIP
may be included in a future revision or future years. At this time,
the FFY2016 amendment and the FFY 17-25 STIP are constrained
fiscally and no additional funding is available.
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PROJECT NAME

%MUNICIPALITY

"REQUEST

. COMMENTS

TYPE OF COMMENT

REVIEWING/

REQUESTED BY YEAR TIP ID EDITING ENTITY  RESPONSE CHANGE
Justin Boyan Bike Infrastructure General Providence Encourage earlier funding for bike Providence bicycle infrastructure deferred until 2023 - concerned, not Oral RIDOT The primary focus of the ten year TIP remains attaining a state of
comment infrastructure that is not strictly very safe for bicyclists. good repair: additional investments in many pipelines, including
recreational but transportation for TAP, will be made in future years. In addition, RIDOT and Statewide
people getting to work, shopping, etc. Planning will be updating the TIP on an annual basis: at this time,
bike infrastructure uses nearly half of the ten year funding in the
TAP program, but there are other projects, particularly
incorporating existing city streets, where bike-friendly design may
be incorporated in the future. State systems have been viewed as a
whole as part of the Ten Year Plan, instead of on a community by
community basis, and not every project can be funded in the first
few years.
RIDOT Blackstone River Bikeway - Segment 2018 5293 :Woonsocket Add STBG-SA funding of $1.21 Switching between available funding sources. Use of STBG set-aside Written RIDOT Table changed
8A funds (formerly TAP funds).
RIDOT Blackstone River Bikeway - Segment 2018 5293 :iWoonsocket Decrease RIHMA funding from $1.61 to  (Switching between available funding sources. Use of STBG set-aside Written RIDOT Table changed
8A $0.40 funds (formerly TAP funds).
RIDOT Blackstone River Bikeway - Segment 2019 5293 :Woonsocket Add STBG-SA funding of $1.21 Switching between available funding sources. Use of STBG set-aside Written RIDOT Table changed
8A funds (formerly TAP funds).
RIDOT Blackstone River Bikeway - Segment 2019 5293 :Woonsocket Move $1.4 from 2019 to 2021 Switching between available funding sources. Use of STBG set-aside Written RIDOT Table changed
8A funds (formerly TAP funds).
RIDOT Blackstone River Bikeway - Segment | 2022-2025 9013 iPawtucket Moved $0.8M from FFY 2024 to FFY2025 :Revised project funding schedule Written RIDOT Table changed
8A-2
RIDOT Blackstone River Bikeway - Segment 2017 5320 :Woonsocket Add STBG-SA funding of $1.18 Switching between available funding sources. Use of STBG set-aside Written RIDOT Table changed
8C funds (formerly TAP funds).
RIDOT Blackstone River Bikeway - Segment 2017 5320 :Woonsocket Decrease RICAP (HIP) funding from $1.41 Switching between available funding sources. Use of STBG set-aside Written RIDOT Table changed
8C to $0.23 funds (formerly TAP funds).
East Coast Greenway Blackstone River Bikeway - Segments | 2017 - 2019 5293, {Woonsocket, N. Supports projects Written RISPP Support noted.
Alliance 8A, 8C and 8B-1, and the Trestle 5318, :Smithfield, Coventry
Trails - West Section - 2 Bridges 5320,
9001
East Coast Greenway Blackstone River Bikeway, River Road Providence Find ways to fund and prioritize gaps in Written RIDOT This is Segment 1B/2. This Segment has been completed. There are
Alliance (Pitman Street to Irving Street) the greenway network, particularly 7 other segments of the Blackstone River Bikeway included in the
sections of the East Coast Greenway FFY2017-FFY2025 TIP.
East Coast Greenway Blackstone River Bikeway, Segment FFY 13-16 5212 iProvidence Find ways to fund and prioritize gaps in  iInclude in STIP Written RIDOT Funding for this project has already been obligated. The timeline
Alliance 1A STIP the greenway network, particularly for constructing this project is between 2016-2017.
sections of the East Coast Greenway
East Coast Greenway Blackstone River Bikeway, Segment 2023 9012 and iPawtucket Requests that the project be moved up in iFind ways to fund and prioritize gaps in the greenway network, Written TAC There is not sufficient funds to undertake all projects in the earliest
Alliance 3A (south of 95) 9013 the TIP. particularly sections of the East Coast Greenway years of the Transportation Improvement Program.
East Coast Greenway Blackstone River Bikeway, Segment Not in draft 5013 :Pawtucket Include in STIP Find ways to fund and prioritize gaps in the greenway network, Written TAC While certainly worthwhile, due to limited funding, this project did
Alliance 3B (north of 95) TIP particularly sections of the East Coast Greenway not make the Transportation Advisory Committee's priority list of
Transportation Alternatives projects.
East Coast Greenway Blackstone River Bikeway, Segment 2018 5293 :Woonsocket Requests that the project be moved up in iFind ways to fund and prioritize gaps in the greenway network, Written TAC This project is already slated to begin in the the earlier years of the
Alliance 8A the TIP. particularly sections of the East Coast Greenway Transportation Improvement Program.
East Coast Greenway Blackstone River Bikeway, Segment 2017 5318 :iWoonsocket Requests that the project be moved up in iFind ways to fund and prioritize gaps in the greenway network, Written TAC This project is already slated to begin in the the earlier years of the
Alliance 8B-1 the TIP. particularly sections of the East Coast Greenway Transportation Improvement Program.
East Coast Greenway Blackstone River Bikeway, Segment 2023 5319 :Woonsocket Requests that the project be moved up in iFind ways to fund and prioritize gaps in the greenway network, Written TAC There is not sufficient funds to undertake all projects in the earliest
Alliance 8B-2 the TIP. particularly sections of the East Coast Greenway years of the Transportation Improvement Program.
East Coast Greenway Blackstone River Bikeway, Segment 2017 5320 :Woonsocket Requests that the project be moved up in iFind ways to fund and prioritize gaps in the greenway network, Written TAC This project is already slated to begin in the the earlier years of the
Alliance 8C the TIP. particularly sections of the East Coast Greenway Transportation Improvement Program.
Bonnet Shores Fire District {Bonnet Point Road Causeway Not in draft Narragansett Support for the revised plan for the This plan would allow for reconstruction of the causeway, enhance the Written RIDOT RIDOT staff have reviewed this project, but it does not meet the
TIP Bonnel Point Road Causeway. safety of motorists and pedestrians in Bonnet, improve the water asset management based criteria for TIP inclusion. The road is a
quality in the Wesquage watershed and enhance substantially an all- Town road, and is not part of the National Highway System. In
important means of egress from Bonnet in the event of a natural addition, there is concern that the revised estimate is low, given its
disaster. scope and scale.
Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town ;Bonnet Point Road Causeway Not in draft Narragansett Include in TIP The causeway reconstruction project would have the effect of ensuring Written RIDOT RIDOT staff have reviewed this project, but it does not meet the
Manager, Town of TIP the safety of over 600 households to evacuate the Bonnet Shores asset management based criteria for TIP inclusion. The road is a

Narragansett

neighborhood in the event of a natural disaster. The Town
acknowledges that the high cost estimate makes it difficult to justify a
complete removal and reconstruction. In response, they have drafted a
lower cost alternative that they hope the SPC will consider as a
short/medium term improvement.

Town road, and is not part of the National Highway System. In
addition, there is concern that the revised estimate is low, given its
scope and scale.
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PROJECT NAME

TIP ID %MUNICIPALITY

"REQUEST

%COMMENTS

TYPE OF COMMENT

REVIEWING/

REQUESTED BY i YEAR i EDITING ENTITY  RESPONSE CHANGE
Michael Deluca, Planning Bonnet Point Road Causeway Not in draft Narragansett Reconsider Bonnet Shores Causeway - Submitted letter from Town Manager. Both Oral and Written RIDOT RIDOT staff have reviewed this project, but it does not meet the
Director TIP want to resubmit a "Plan B" for the asset management based criteria for TIP inclusion. The road is a
project. Town road, and is not part of the National Highway System. In
addition, there is concern that the revised estimate is low, given
the scope and scale of the project.
Residents of Bonnet Shores :Bonnet Point Road Causeway Not in draft Narragansett Reconstruction of the failing causeway The project will enhance safety of motorists and pedestrians in Bonnet, Written (E-mail) RIDOT RIDOT staff have reviewed this project, but it does not meet the
representing 132 TIP improve the water quality in the Wesquage watershed and enhance asset management based criteria for TIP inclusion. The road is a
households substantially an important means of egress from Bonnet in the even of Town road, and is not part of the National Highway System. In
a natural disaster. addition, there is concern that the revised estimate is low, given its
scope and scale.
Rep Carole Hagan McEntee :Bonnet Shores Causeway Not in draft Narragansett Reconsider Bonnet Shores Causeway - Substantially less. $788k. Services 600 of 900+ households in Bonnet Oral RIDOT RIDOT staff have reviewed this project, but it does not meet the
TIP want to resubmit a "Plan B" for the Shores. 930 bath houses and cabanas - 2-3k people a day to Bonnet asset management based criteria for TIP inclusion. The road is a
project. Shores beach. Only access to beach club is causeway. Pond on either Town road, and is not part of the National Highway System. In
side, culverts between/under road. Water level is very high. Need to addition, there is concern that the revised estimate is low, given
dredge West Bray pond - not included. Getting a permit from CRMC, the scope and scale of the project.
can dredge once a year. Causeway floods and no one can get through.
Fire chief - to go around the causeway, 5-7 minutes longer. Federal aid
highway, evacuation route. Reconsider and look at new plan -
submitted amended application. Bonnet Shores beach club planning on
putting a sewer line down causeway, timing perfect.
Terry Duffy, Chairman of Bonnet Shores Causeway Not in draft Reconsider Bonnet Shores Causeway - Reinforce Rep. McEntee's comments. Amended application removes Oral RIDOT RIDOT staff have reviewed this project, but it does not meet the
Bonnet Shores Land Trust TIP want to resubmit a "Plan B" for the some obstacles they had concerning the lesser reconstruction of the asset management based criteria for TIP inclusion. The road is a
project. causeway. Stable construction plan. Window of 15-20 years. Not a Town road, and is not part of the National Highway System. In
long-term amelioration of the hazards - vehicular danger, particularly in addition, there is concern that the revised estimate is low, given
the summer. 20 feet wide, no shoulder, pedestrians crossing, traffic in the scope and scale of the project.
both directions. Serious hazard. Without dredging, the overtaxed and
overloaded Wesquage watershed will continue to flood. Only two
roads in and out of BS, both subject to flooding with major rainfall.
Jorge Elorza, Mayor and Bridge Group 1 2018-2020 813 Providence Include elements of the I-95 Downtown ;The City submitted a new project entitled, "I-95 Downtown Overpass Written RIDOT Currently, the costs of the proposed project are not within the
Bonnie Nickerson, Planning Overpass Enhancement Project Enhancement Project" for inclusion in the STIP, but it was not funded. scope of Bridge Group 1, and may be more appropriately
Director (submitted by the City and not funded) |The application requested striping, traffic lane reconfiguration, sidewalk designated a TAP project or a traffic safety project. RIDOT partners
within the scope of work for Bridge widening and other streetscape enhancements. closely with the City and will review needs related to this project as
Group 1, and work with the City to part of the annual TIP update process.
generate initial ideas to make the
overpasses safer and more attractive to
pedestrians. In the Project Description,
added "bicycle and pedestrian
accomodations" as elements to be
evaluated as part of the project.
RIDOT Bridgetown Rd (US-1 to Rt 1A) 2020 1401 :S. Kingstown, Decrease STBG funding from $1.40 to Switching between funding sources. Written RIDOT Table changed
Narragansett $0.19
RIDOT Bridgetown Rd (US-1 to Rt 1A) 2020 1401 :S. Kingstown, Add RIHMA funding of $1.21 Switching between funding sources. Written RIDOT Table changed
Narragansett
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. TYPE OF COMMENT REVIEWING/
REQUESTED BY :PROJECT NAME YEAR : TIPID :MUNICIPALITY 'REQUEST :COMMENTS EDITING ENTITY  RESPONSE CHANGE

Jorge Elorza, Mayor and Broad St Bridge at I-95 2017-2019 6453 :Providence Request that RIDOT include The City Walk project has been ranked as a high priority and been given Written RIDOT RIDOT understands the concerns and will meet and coordinate at

Bonnie Nickerson, Planning improvements to the bridge to make it  ifunding in 2017-2018. the earliest stages of the project. RIDOT will coordinate with the

Director safer and more attractive for pedestrians City on the Broad Street Bridge project as it relates to the City Walk
and bicyclists, and meet with the City as project. The scope that emerges for the Broad Street Bridge must
soon as possible to generate ideas for maintain the functional integrity of the bridge. The sequencing of
how the bridge replacement could this project for implementation is recommended to remain as
enhance the City Walk project. proposed so the phasing of the 6/10 structural improvements and

Providence Viaduct improvements are taken into consideration. An
asset management based approach was used to develop the 10
year plan. The plan balances safety, budget, and the overall
improvement of the entire state’s infrastructure. The asset
management based approach allows us achieve a $950 million
savings by incorporating preservation type projects early on in the
plan. This allows us to prevent structures from becoming
structurally deficient. The reconstruction of a structurally deficient
bridge can be 4 to 6 times as expensive as a preservation project.
To move these reconstruction projects up in the program upsets
the balance of the program and reduces the savings and increase
the time it will take us to put our infrastructure into a state of good
repair. RIDOT will continue to monitor the structure to insure their
public safety till the time the structure is rehabilitated

Andrew Pierson, Pawtucket :Broad Street Regeneration 2018-2021 9007 :Pawtucket, CF, Support. Submitted letter from Broad Street Business Community. Vital for long Oral RISPP Support noted.
CF Development Corp Cumberland range sustainability of regional business economic development. Key
business routes, has a lot of strong support at the local, business and
resident level.

Broad Street Business Broad Street Regeneration Initiative | 2018-2021 9007 Support for the Broad Street Written RISPP Support noted.
Community - Northern RI Regeneration Program to repave, redrain

Chamber of Commerce, and redesign the corridor to a higher

Blackstone Valley Tourism standard.

Council, Pawtucket/Central
Falls Citizens Development
Group, Pawtucket
Foundation, Navigant Credit
Union Central Falls, Tai-O
Corporation, Colonial
Bakery, Lleras Grille, Subway
Central Falls, Garcia
Insurance, La Casona
Restaurant, Le Femme Salon

Mayor James A. Diossa, Broad Street Regeneration Initiative | 2018-2021 9007 :Central Falls, Support of the project and the funding Oral/Written RISPP Support noted.
Central Falls; Mayor Bill Pawtucket, plan as outlined.
Murray, Cumberland; Mayor Cumberland

Don Grebien, Pawtucket

RIDOT Broad Street Regeneration Project 2020 9007 :Central Falls, Add STBG-SA funding of $1.21 Switching between available funding sources. Use of STBG set-aside Written RIDOT Table changed
Pawtucket, funds (formerly TAP funds).
Crumhbharland

RIDOT Broad Street Regeneration Project 2020 9007 :Central Falls, Decrease RIHMA funding from $2.30to  {Switching between available funding sources. Use of STBG set-aside Written RIDOT Table changed
Pawtucket, $1.09 funds (formerly TAP funds).
Cumberland

RIDOT Capital Program Planning/Oversight 2017 7801 Add RIHMA funding of $0.40 Additional financing for planning purposes. Written RIDOT Table changed

Jorge Elorza, Mayor and Cathedral Square Enhancement 2023 5182 :Providence Request that the timeline be moved up toiThis project will include physical improvements to Cathedral Square. Written TAC There is not sufficient funds to undertake all projects in the earliest

Bonnie Nickerson, Planning :Project 2020 to accommodate construction of years of the Transportation Improvement Program.

Director this project.

Lewis Dana, Jewelry District :Citywalk Providence Pedestrian and 2017-2019 5183 :Providence Thanks for recognizing the value of the Oral RISPP Support noted.

Condominium District Bicycle Enhancement Project idea. Will unite 8 neighborhoods with

designated bike way and links to other
attractions.
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. COMMENTS

TYPE OF COMMENT

REVIEWING/

REQUESTED BY YEAR TIP ID EDITING ENTITY  RESPONSE CHANGE
Peter McCLure, Planning and:Citywalk Providence Pedestrian and 2017-2018 5183 :Providence Supports the project, and thanks the Oral RISPP Support noted.
Zoning Committee, Jewelry :Bicycle Enhancement Project state for its inclusion in the draft TIP.
District Association
Pheobe Blake, Chair, Citywalk Providence Pedestrian and 2017-2018 5183 :Providence Supports the project. Written RISPP Support noted.
Planning & Zoning Bicycle Enhancement Project
Committee, Jewelry District
Association
Bob Votava, Executive Commuter Rail to Kingston and Not in draft 5182 Include in TIP If our state participates in the national effort to reduce the dependency Written RIDOT Planning and analysis for potential commuter rail expansion is
Director, DOT Watch Westerly TIP on petroleum, which involves the automobile, we must continue to included in the TIP's Planning Program as additional corridor,
extend our commuter rail. Let's not be the state that drops the ball to operations, and ridership analysis is required. RIDOT continues to
achieve a network of commuter rail from New York to Boston. focus on boosting ridership on existing commuter rail services
south of Providence prior to advancing major capital investment
along the Northeast Corridor.
Nancy O. Dodge, Town Cooneymus Road - Pavement Not in draft 5100 :iNew Shoreham Fund project in early years of the TIP. The Town's submission targeted state roads in the greatest need of Written RIDOT Candidate for Pavement Preservation Program. The Department
Manager, New Shoreham TIP repair. In most instances, the shoulders of the roads are crumbling and will evaluate this project in conjunction with pavement
present dangerous circumstances for walkers and the numerous bicycle maintenance, operations, and capital funding, going forward.
and moped operators who share the narrow roads with vehicles. The
road cannot have work postponed until after 2025 based up on the
current road integrity. The road has been eliminated from
consideration with the comment that it is a "low volume roadway." The
Town questions this characterization. To Ms. Dodge's knowledge, no
volume study has been done on the road to support the determination
of "low volume," nor can she find any clear definition of how volume is
measured and over what time span. Considering that the useful life of
a paved surface is approximately town years, the volume of the road
has experienced cumulatively in the summer months of the last twenty-
five years (when the road was microscreened) should clearly earmark
the road for repair in the next two years and not another decade out.
There is a substantial amount of tourism dollars that travel upstate as a
result of the island's absorption of tens of thousands of people in the
summer, and that, combined with the safety concerns for visitors and
citizenry, should merit another look at the submission.
RIDOT Cross St (Main St to Granite St) 2017 1419 :Westerly Add RICAP (HIP) funding of $0.60 Switching between funding sources. Written RIDOT Table changed
RIDOT Cross St (Main St to Granite St) 2017 1419 Westerly Remove STPG funding ($0.60) Switching between funding sources. Written RIDOT Table changed
Jorge Elorza, Mayor and Delaine Street Bridge at 2023 6449 :Providence Request that bridge be included in earlier Written RIDOT

Bonnie Nickerson, Planning
Director

Woonasquatucket River - Bridge ID
04021

years of the STIP due to their current
condition and importance in transporting
heavy vehicle traffic, including buses,
trucks and emergency response vehicles.
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We understand the city’s concerns and will meet and coordinate
with them at the earliest stages of each project. An asset
management based approach was used to develop the 10 year
plan. The plan balances safety, budget, and the overall
improvement of the entire state’s infrastructure. The asset
management based approach allows us achieve a $950 million
savings by incorporating preservation type projects early on in the
plan. This allows us to prevent structures from becoming
structurally deficient. The reconstruction of a structurally deficient
bridge can be 4 to 6 times as expensive as a preservation project.
To move these reconstruction projects up in the program upsets
the balance of the program and reduces the savings and increase
the time it will take us to put our infrastructure into a state of good
repair. RIDOT will continue to monitor the structure to insure their
public safety till the time the structure is rehabilitated




REQUESTED BY
Barry Schiller

éPROJECT NAME
Downtown Providence Enhanced
Transit Corridor

YEAR
2016-2020

TIP ID %MUNICIPALITY

5184

Providence

REQUEST

The TIP description of the project doesn't
describe well enough how the $17 million
will be spent.

. COMMENTS
seem to include transit signal priority, improvements to state office

be rejected. The funds and project must be accounted for and
explained.

Where and how is the money going to be spent? The project doesn't

campus. If description is all that is going to happen, the project should

TYPE OF COMMENT

Oral

REVIEWING/
EDITING ENTITY
RIPTA

RESPONSE

Downtown Transit Connector (DTC) is an enhanced transit corridor
that will provide fast, frequent connections through downtown
Providence, between Providence Station and Rhode Island Hospital.
Comprised of 6 stops in each direction, the DTC will be anchored by
the Providence Station Hub in the north (constructed under
another project) and the Rhode Island Hospital Hub in the south.
Investments include: 6 hybrid electric vehicles, 8 custom-designed
shelters, seating, custom-designed signage including wayfinding,
cycling infrastructure, ticket vending machines, real-time display
panels, transit signal prioritization, and geometric roadway
improvements. In addition, this project will also create a new
southern operational hub for RIPTA in front of Rhode Island
Hospital. This hub will create a centralized place for transfer
activity, bus layovers, and improved passenger access.

CHANGE

Bob Votava, Executive
Director, DOT Watch

Downtown Providence Enhanced
Transit Corridor

2016-2020

5184

Providence

The TIP description of the project doesn't
describe well enough how the $17 million
will be spent.

$17 million in grant fund seems excessive for construction of a bus
route.

Written

RIPTA

Downtown Transit Connector (DTC) is an enhanced transit corridor
that will provide fast, frequent connections through downtown
Providence, between Providence Station and Rhode Island Hospital.
Comprised of 6 stops in each direction, the DTC will be anchored by
the Providence Station Hub in the north (constructed under
another project) and the Rhode Island Hospital Hub in the south.
Investments include: 6 hybrid electric vehicles, 8 custom-designed
shelters, seating, custom-designed signage including wayfinding,
cycling infrastructure, ticket vending machines, real-time display
panels, transit signal prioritization, and geometric roadway
improvements. In addition, this project will also create a new
southern operational hub for RIPTA in front of Rhode Island
Hospital. This hub will create a centralized place for transfer
activity, bus layovers, and improved passenger access.

Grant Dulgarian, Ecology
Action for R

Downtown Providence Enhanced
Transit Corridor

2016-2020

5184

Providence

Run a pilot bus route along the proposed
corridor before committing $17 million to
the project.

Combine Routes 6 and 49 on the proposed corridor, do a lot of

ground investments, we need data before we make investments.

promotion and see what kind of ridership we get, before we do in the

Oral

RIPTA

The DTC will be served by several routes that currently connect to
downtown Providence at Kennedy Plaza but will drastically improve
the connection between the northern (Providence Station) and
southern end of downtown (RI Hospital) by extending several of
these routes to continue all the way down to the southern hub. The
extension of service on these routes will create a transit corridor
with an average headway for service of five minutes, improving
connections between one of RI’s largest employers (Rl Hospital)
and the state’s largest regional connection (Providence Station).
The DTC will provide a one-seat ride to Prov Station for many RI
residents. In summary, six routes will serve the DTC. Routes 1 and
3 currently operate through this corridor and will require no
modification to serve the route. Routes 51, 58, and 72 will be
extended to provide service directly to Rl Hospital. Route 6 will be
modified slightly to serve Dudley St.

Jorge Elorza, Mayor and
Bonnie Nickerson, Planning
Director

Dudley Street Connector (Eddy St. to
Allens Ave.)

2017-2018

1425

Providence

Request project be put on hold and that
further discussions take place between
RIDOT, Providence and RIPTA to
determine how the project can better
advance the Downtown Enhanced Bus
Corridor project and whether there is an
opportunity to reduce the budget to
allocate funding to one of the City's
higher priority TAP projects.

allocated $3M for 2017-2018.

This project was ranked by the City as a low priority, however has been

Written

RIDOT

This project is one of the final contracts in the Relocation of 1-195
project. This project is primarily beneficial to help alleviate traffic
traveling northbound on Eddy St. from the |-95/Thurbers Ave off-
ramp to the hospital campus. It would provide a better connection
for those motorists to use Allens Ave and then turn left onto
Blackstone St. and new Dudley St. connector to access the hospital.
The project will also eliminate the old I-95/Eddy St. off-ramp and
could create more adjacent land. The cost of the project could be
discussed to see if there are possibilities to reduce the cost while
achieveing the benefits. RIDOT will continue to work with RIPTA
and the City on how best to coordinate this project with the
Downtown Providence Enhanced Transit Corridor Project.
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%MUNICIPALITY

"REQUEST

. COMMENTS

TYPE OF COMMENT

REVIEWING/

REQUESTED BY YEAR TIP ID ] EDITING ENTITY  RESPONSE CHANGE
Joseph DiPasquale, Chair East Bay Bike Path Extension 2022 5271 :Warren Wants the project moved up in the TIP.  iGlad it is programmed. But delay will bring an ongoing project to a halt. Oral TAC There is not sufficient funds to undertake all projects in the earliest
Town Council, Warren Has impacts on SRTS, visitors, and public health. The TIP proposes a years of the Transportation Improvement Program.
new feasibility study, but what is needed are engineering and design
studies that build on the already completed planning study.
Kate Michaud, Town East Bay Bike Path Extension 2022 5271 :Warren Wants the project moved up in the TIP.  {Would like to move the project up in the TIP. A feasibility study was Oral TAC There is not sufficient funds to undertake all projects in the earliest
Planner, Warren completed in 1997 and construction of the first section was complete years of the Transportation Improvement Program.
in 2009. The proposed path would schools and senior housing as well as
possible connections to bike paths in Massachusetts.
James Leffers, Planning East Bay Bike Path Extension and 2022 5271 :Warren Wants the project moved up in the TIP.  iRequests to move the project up in the TIP, specifically the bridge. He Oral TAC There is not sufficient funds to undertake all projects in the earliest
Board, Warren Bridge must travel on busy, unsafe Child Street to reach the East Bay Bike Path. years of the Transportation Improvement Program.
The.town.needs.a bridge across.the Kickemuit.so.that users.can. travel
Jorge Elorza, Mayor and Elmwood Ave Bridge at 1-95 2017-2019 6453 iProvidence Request that RIDOT include The City Walk project has been ranked as a high priority and been given Written RIDOT RIDOT will coordinate with the City on the EImwood Avenue Bridge
Bonnie Nickerson, Planning improvements to the bridge to make it  :fundingin 2017-2018. project as it relates to the City Walk project. The scope that
Director safer and more attractive for pedestrians emerges for the Broad Street Bridge must maintain the functional
and bicyclists, and meet with the City as integrity of the bridge.
soon as possible to generate ideas for
how the bridge replacement could
enhance the City Walk project.
FHWA - David Chandler, Civil {Equity Benefit Analysis Make clarifications within the Link special population groups with Title VI in a more pronounced way Written RISPP Incorporated the following changes within the Transportation STIP text changed
Rights Specialist - MA and Rl Transportation Equity Benefit Analysis and emphasize that the Environmental Justice population is a subset of Equity Benefit Analysis within the TIP Text: Page 60 - Changed the
Divisins (TEBA) within the STIP text related to Title VI. Explain that minority and limited english proficiency are title of the first section to "The TEBA, Environmental Justice and
Title VI, Limited English Proficiency, Safe iaddressed within Title VI via national origin. Add text references to Title VI" to incorporate the significance of Title VI, added a
Harbors, and Environmenal Justice. Title VI in TIP text. Provide additinal details about thresholds. Explain sentence in the first paragraph which links each of the select
that the "greater than or equal to" threshold functions as a screening population groups with the protection provided via Title VI,
tool that does not intend to exclude any readily identifiable population. added/modified text to emphasize the goal of the thresholds,
Add text which recognizes that the Safe Harbor thresholds apply to which are to identify significant populations without intentionally
written materials, however, for the purpose of identifying LEP overlooking any "readily identifiable" populations, and
populations, those thresholds have been adopted within the analysis. Added/modified text to explain that Safe Harbor thresholds
typically apply to written documentation, but were applied to the
TEBA to identify limited English proficiency individuals.
FHWA - David Chandler, Civil iEquity Benefit Analysis Make clarifications within the Link special population groups with Title VI in a more pronounced way Written RISPP Incorporated the following changes within the Appendix A: Page A- Appendix A text
Rights Specialist - MA and Rl Transportation Equity Benefit Analysis and emphasize that the Environmental Justice population is a subset of 4 - Inserted text linking the select population groups with Title VI in changed
Divisins (TEBA) within the STIP text related to Title VI. Explain that minoriyt and limited english proficiency are a more pronounced way, and emphasized that the EJ population is
Title VI, Limited English Proficiency, Safe :iaddressed within Title VI via national origin. Add text references to a subset of the Title VI, inserted text linking minority populations
Harbors, and Environmenal Justice. Title VIin TIP text. Provide additional details about thresholds. Explain addressed in E.O. 12898 to Title VI, inserted text emphasizing the
that the "greater than or equal to" threshold functions as a screening protection of limited English proficiency populations under Title VI,
tool that does not intend to exclude any readily identifiable population. in addition to E.O. 13166, and included summary text emphasizing
Add text which recognizes that the Safe Harbor thrsholds apply to that many of the populations are protected under additional
written materials, however, for the purpose of identifying LEP Federal Statutes, Authorities and Executive Orders. However, Title
populations, those thresholds have been adopted within the analysis. VI serves as a core Act, protecting several populations, directly or
indirectly from discrimination. Page A-5 - Additional text linking
minority protection under Title VI and E.O. 12898 and added text
specifying the populations protected and addressed under the Age
Discrimination Act of 1975.
FHWA - David Chandler, Civil iEquity Benefit Analysis Make clarifications within the Link special population groups with Title VI in a more pronounced way Written RISPP Incorporated the following changes within the Appendix A: Page A- Appendix A text

Rights Specialist - MA and Rl
Divisins

Transportation Equity Benefit Analysis
(TEBA) within the STIP text related to
Title VI, Limited English Proficiency, Safe
Harbors, and Environmenal Justice.

and emphasize that the Environmental Justice population is a subset of
Title VI. Explain that minority and limited english proficiency are
addressed within Title VI via national origin. Add text references to
Title VI in TIP text. Provide additional details about thresholds. Explain
that the "greater than or equal to" threshold functions as a screening
tool that does not intend to exclude any readily identifiable population.
Add text which recognizes that the Safe Harbor thrsholds apply to
written materials, however, for the purpose of identifying LEP
populations, those thresholds have been adopted within the analysis.

6 - Added text to specify the populations protected and addressed
under the ADA Act of 1990 and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973, added text to address populations protected and
addressed under Exectuive Order 13166, Improved Acccess to
Service Persons with Limted English Proficiency, and added a
Responsibility section for age, disabilities, national origin and
limited English proficienct federal statutes. Page A-7- added text
within the "Thresholds" section to emphasize that the thresholds
were developed as a metric to identify populations representing a
significant presence, without the intention of excluding or
overlooking any readily identifiable population.

changed
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%MUNICIPALITY
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. COMMENTS

TYPE OF COMMENT

REVIEWING/

REQUESTED BY YEAR TIP ID EDITING ENTITY  RESPONSE CHANGE
RIDOT Essex Rd and Post Rd Intersection - 2018 5128 :N. Kingstown Remove STBG funding (50.30) Double counted. Shows up in Drainage program in Draft TIP. Written RIDOT Table changed
Drainage
RIDOT Essex Rd and Post Rd Intersection - 2019 5128 iN. Kingstown Remove STBG funding (50.30) Double counted. Shows up in Drainage program in Draft TIP. Written RIDOT Table changed
Drainage
RIDOT Essex Rd and Post Rd Intersection - 2021 5128 :N. Kingstown Decrease funding from $1.4 to $0.70 Double counted. Shows up in Drainage program in Draft TIP. Written RIDOT Table changed
Drainage
RIDOT Essex Rd and Post Rd Intersection - 2022 5128 :N. Kingstown Remove funding ($0.70) Double counted. Shows up in Drainage program in Draft TIP. Written RIDOT Table changed
Drainage
Jorge Elorza, Mayor and Exchange Street Bridge at 2024 6455 iProvidence Request that bridge be included in earlier iCurrently posted for load restriction. The City is concerned that more Written RIDOT L . )
Bonnie Nickerson, Planning {Woonasquatucket River - Bridge ID years of the STIP due to their current restrictive load restrictions will be required between now and 2024. As W_e understand the C|t.y s concerns and will meet and coordm?te
Director 08740 condition and importance in transporting ia major RIPTA bus route and key element of the intermodal transit hub, with the@ at the repal.r an.d desgn stages of str.eetscapes p.I’Ojec.t.
heavy vehicle traffic, including buses it is important that this bridge project be moved up to earlier years in RIDOT will be contracting immediate need repairs to the bridge in
Yy ) 8 ) p ge proj p y . . - -
trucks and emergency response vehicles. ithe STIP. late 2016 to eliminate the weight restriction. We will incorporate
the modifications to the bridge as part of the streetscape project.
Also, during this project we will undertake some preservation
activities. We will perform the major rehabilitation work as
outlined in our 10 year plan in order to maximize the benefits of
using an asset management based approach.
Jorge Elorza, Mayor and Exchange Street Bridge at 2023-2025 6455 iProvidence Request that the major rehabilitation The STIP has allocated $400k to the Exchange Street Sidewalk Widening Written RIDOT We will perform the major rehabilitation work as outlined in our 10
Bonnie Nickerson, Planning {Woonasquatucket River in Bridge work for the Exchange Street Bridge be  iProject for the year 2018, and another $3.13M for year 2021-2023. The year plan in order to maximize the benefits of using an asset
Director Group 40 moved up to an earlier date to align with {Exchange Street Bridge is slated for major rehabilitation work, management based approach.
the Exchange Street improvements and  isuperstructure and/or total bridge replacement in years 2023-2025.
the construction of the multi-modal hub
near Providence Station.
Jorge Elorza, Mayor and Exchange Street Sidewalk Widening : 2018, 2021- 1460 :Providence Request that the $3.13M allocated in This project was ranked as a priority project by the TAC and is essential Written TAC RIDOT staff and leadership will be meeting with the City of
Bonnie Nickerson, Planning :Project 2023 2021-2023 be moved up to an earlier to improve connectivity between Kennedy Plaza and Providence Providence on bridge-related issues in early September. If
Director date. Station. scheduling changes and project description changes are necessary,
they will be made in a future TIP amendment or update. We are
committed to working with our partners, including the City and
RIPTA, to clarify any outstanding issues.
RIDOT Exchange Street Widening Project 2018 1460 :Providence Add Earmark funding of $0.40 Bus livability program for bicycle and pedestrian bus access Written RIDOT Table changed
improvements.
RIDOT Exchange Street Widening Project 2018 1460 :Providence Add RIHMA funding of $0.10 State match for project. Written RIDOT Table changed
RIPTA Fixed Route Vehicle Replacement 2017 7001 Decrease 5307 funding from $1.6 to $0. iSwitching between funding sources. E-mail RIPTA Table changed
Add $3.3 of FTA 5337 funding.
RIPTA Fixed Route Vehicle Replacement 2018 7001 Decrease 5307 funding from $4.32 to Switching between funding sources. E-mail RIPTA Table changed
$1.02 and add $3.3 of FTA 5337 funding.
RIPTA Fixed Route Vehicle Replacement 2019 7001 Decrease 5307 funding from $4.32 to Switching between funding sources. E-mail RIPTA Table changed
$0.92 and add $3.4 of FTA 5337 funding.
RIPTA Fixed Route Vehicle Replacement 2020 7001 Decrease 5307 funding from $4.32 to Switching between funding sources. E-mail RIPTA Table changed
$0.82 and add $3.5 of FTA 5337 funding.
RIPTA Fixed Route Vehicle Replacement 2021 7001 Decrease 5307 funding from $4.32 to Switching between funding sources. E-mail RIPTA Table changed
$0.14 and add $2.5 of FTA 5337 funding.
RIDOT GARVEE Debt Service - GARVEE 2017 7702 Decrease RIHMA funding from $15.05 to ;Debt service payments are estimated to be lower. Written RIDOT Table changed
Match $13.82
RIDOT GARVEE Debt Service - GARVEE 2018 7702 Decrease RIHMA funding from $15.03 to iDebt service payments are estimated to be lower. Written RIDOT Table changed
Match $14.10
Jorge Elorza, Mayor and Hawkins Street Bridge at West River - 2024 6466 :Providence Request that bridge be included in earlier iCurrently posted for load restriction and has concrete barrier placed in Written RIDOT We understand the city’s concerns and will meet and coordinate

Bonnie Nickerson, Planning
Director

Bridge ID 079601

years of the STIP due to their current
condition and importance in transporting

the road gutter to prevent vehicle loads close to the edge of the
structure. The City is concerned that more restrictive load restrictions

with them at the earliest stages of each project. An asset
management based approach was used to develop the 10 year
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TIP ID %MUNICIPALITY

"REQUEST

éCOMMENTS

TYPE OF COMMENT

REVIEWING/

REQUESTED BY YEAR EDITING ENTITY  RESPONSE CHANGE
William Lynn, ED Herreshoff iHerreshoff Marine Museum 2025 5007 :Bristol Reconsider the timing of the funding and (1) This project is in progress. Over $386,000 of the original allocation Both Oral and Written TAC After discussion the TAC determined that the project's initial
Museum shift from 2025 to 2016-2017 with 50% iof $1.5 million has been spent to date. Phase 1 is complete and Phase 2 prioritization was appropriate.
available in each of those two years. is at the 10% stage. HMM has invested over $100,000 of its own
money and 100s of hours of staff time to date. If the project is
postponed until 2025, the historic building will further deteriorate,
increasing the cost of restoration in later years. (2) In the draft TIP, the
reason given for de-prioritization is "lack of support from the Town of
Bristol." A letter of support from the Town Administrator was
submitted with the project application, and such support has been
reaffirmed. (3) HMM has been awarded a grant of $150,000 from RIHP
for the restoration of additional windows in the Burnside Building, to
augment the RIDOT project. This grant requires a match and the
project must be started within one year. HMM intended to use the TIP
funds as the match, and without funding in 2016-2017, they are in
danger of losing the grant. (4) This project is a significant component
of a larger campus master plan, for which HMM has begun a capital
campaign. HMM has been meeting with prospective funders under the
assumption that this project would be executed in 2016-2017.
William Lynn, ED Herreshoff iHerreshoff Marine Museum 2025 5007 iBristol Review the agreement between RIDOT Based on the project agreement between HMM and RIDOT dated June Both Oral and Written RIDOT RIDOT understands the concern and will work with the Museum to
Museum and Herreshoff Marine Museum to 6, 2013, the total funding was to be $1.5 million, of which $1.2 million is ensure that all reimbursements are appropriately accounted for as
confirm the amount of state funding federally-funded and $300,000 is state-funded. the project(s) move forward.
available for re-prioritization.
East Providence Area I-195 Interchange Not in draft E. Providence Retain in STIP Economic development projects along the waterfront would benefit Written RIDOT The Department and the City have engaged in discussions
Chamber of Commerce TIP greatly from improved access that would be created by the interchange regarding public private partnership potential for this project, with
potential for the City to take the lead and move the project
forward. The Department is open to future discussions regarding
ways to develop this project. At this time, the project was not
included in the current Ten Year Plan. Once strategic and targed
investments are made in existing structures to insure the viability
of our transportation infrastructure into the future, additional
projects with economic develoopment significance must be
considered.
Senator Daniel DaPonte, D. il-195 Interchange Not in draft East Providence Strong objection to not including the This project is crucial to the future success of East Providence. Written RIDOT The Department and the City have engaged in discussions
14; Representative TIP project in the draft TIP. regarding public private partnership potential for this project, with
Katherine Kazarian, D. 63; potential for the City to take the lead and move the project
RIDOT I-95 Contract -1 (Rt 2 to Rt 113) 2019 1267 iWarwick Decrease STBG funding from $3.36 to Switching between funding sources. Written RIDOT Table changed
$2.15
RIDOT I-95 Contract -1 (Rt 2 to Rt 113) 2019 1267 :Warwick Increase RIHMA funding from $2.52 to Switching between funding sources. Written RIDOT Table changed
$3.73
Frank P. LaTorre, Senior I-95 Downtown Overpass Not in draft Providence Request that the STIP include elements of iOverpasses are major links between the rapidly growing West Side of Written TAC RIDOT staff and leadership will be meeting with the City of
Director, Providence Enhancement Project TIP the City's I1-95 Downtown Overpass the City and downtown Providence. Making the overpasses more safe Providence on bridge-related issues in early September. If
Downtown Improvement Enhancement Project within the scope of iand attractive for people to use will enhance economic vitality in the scheduling changes and project description changes are necessary,
District work for Bridge Group 1 and urge RIDOT :City. they will be made in a future TIP amendment or update. We are
to begin work with the City as soon as committed to working with our partners, including the City and
possible to generate initial ideas to make RIPTA, to clarify any outstanding issues. In the Project Description,
the overpasses safer and more attractive added "bicycle and pedestrian accomodations" as elements to be
for pedestrians and bicyclists evaluated as part of the project.
Town of Jamestown Ice Road Bike Path Not in draft 5062 :Jamestown This project was in the FFY 13-16 STIP andiTown has committed $120,000 towards the project over the past 5 Written TAC While certainly worthwhile, due to limited funding, this project did
TIP should be carried forward into the FFY 17-iyears and has completed project design, including the Reservoir not make the Transportation Advisory Committee's priority list of
25 STIP. spillway bridge and has also permitted the only wetland crossing for the Transportation Alternatives projects.
path through RIDEM. The Town has allocated $40,000 in the FY 16-17
capital budget for the next phase of the project, the construction phase
which is estimated at a total cost of $225,000.
RIDOT Improvements to Downtown 2017 2002 Add NHPP funding of $2.16 Project is moving forward from the FFY 13-16 STIP. Please add this Written RIDOT Table changed
Providence C-3 project as noted.
RIDOT Intersection Safety Improvements 2018 9601 Add STBG funding of $0.20 Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed

Statewide
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PROJECT NAME

éMUNICIPALITY

"REQUEST

éCOMMENTS

TYPE OF COMMENT

REVIEWING/

REQUESTED BY YEAR TIP ID EDITING ENTITY  RESPONSE CHANGE
RIDOT Intersection Safety Improvements 2019 9601 Add STBG funding of $0.30 Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
Statewide
RIDOT Intersection Safety Improvements 2020 9601 Add STBG funding of $0.25 Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
Statewide
RIDOT Intersection Safety Improvements 2021 9601 Increase funding from $0.21 to $1.16 Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
Statewide
RIDOT Intersection Safety Improvements 2022 9601 Increase funding from $1.23 to $1.33 Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
Statewide
RIDOT Intersection Safety Improvements 2023 9601 Increase funding from $1.45 to $2.45 Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
Statewide
RIDOT Intersection Safety Improvements 2024 9601 Increase funding from $2.57 to $3.07 Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
Statewide
RIDOT Long Term Transit Projects 2021 7151 Decrease funding from $1.00 to $0.37 Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
RIDOT Long Term Transit Projects 2022 7151 Increase funding from $7.70 to $8.50 Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
RIDOT Long Term Transit Projects 2023 7151 Increase funding from $8.70 to $9.50 Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
RIDOT Long Term Transit Projects 2024 7151 Increase funding from $8.70 to $9.50 Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
RIDOT Long Term Transit Projects 2025 7151 Increase funding from $9.20 to $10.00 Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
FHWA LTAP 2016-2025 7809 Funding should be $300,000 Oral RIDOT Funding is shown both under LTAP and within the Planning project
line.
RIDOT Main St (Rt 1) Resurfacing & 2017 5038 :E. Greenwich Decrease NHPP funding from $0.55 to Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
Sidewalk Rehabilitation $0.45
Joseph Duarte, Public Works iMain Street (Rt.1) Resurfacing & 2017 5038 :East Greenwich Requests more funding for the project Requests more funding for the project, that the project be managed by Oral RIDOT Suggest interim repair work by agreement with Town. Reconsider
Director, East Greenwich Sidewalk Rehabilitation (51.5 million instead of $550,000) and RIDOT or consultants, and that the project be moved up in the TIP. project for inclusion in future TIP.
that the project be managed by RIDOT or iMain Street is important to the economy of the town and state. The
consultants rather than by the Town. $550,000 in the draft TIP isn't enough to do what is needed. The cost is
closer to $1.5 million for paving, sidewalks, ADA ramps, and other
amenities.
Jorge Elorza, Mayor and Manton Avenue Bridge at 2024 6498 :Providence Request that bridge be included in earlier iCurrently posted for load restriction and has concrete barrier placed in Written RIDOT We understand the city’s concerns and will meet and coordinate
Bonnie Nickerson, Planning {Woonasquatucket River - Bridge ID years of the STIP due to their current the road gutter to prevent vehicle loads close to the edge of the with them at the earliest stages of each project. An asset
Director 51301 condition and importance in transporting istructure. The City is concerned that more restrictive load restrictions management based approach was used to develop the 10 year
heavy vehicle traffic, including buses, will be required between now and 2024. As part of a main RIPTA bus plan. The plan balances safety, budget, and the overall
trucks and emergency response vehicles. iroute, truck route and emergency response route, it is imperative that improvement of the entire state’s infrastructure. The asset
this bridge project be moved up to earlier years in the STIP. management based approach allows us achieve a $950 million
savings by incorporating preservation type projects early on in the
plan. This allows us to prevent structures from becoming
structurally deficient. The reconstruction of a structurally deficient
bridge can be 4 to 6 times as expensive as a preservation project.
To move these reconstruction projects up in the program upsets
the balance of the program and reduces the savings and increase
the time it will take us to put our infrastructure into a state of good
repair. RIDOT will continue to monitor the structure to insure their
public safety till the time the structure is rehabilitated
Mayor Bill Murray, Marshall Avenue Not in draft Cumberland The city asks that the project be Cumberland faces a lawsuit because of this issue. The project was Oral RIDOT This project is not designated for inclusion in the FFY2016
Cumberland TIP reconsidered for inclusion in the TIP. submitted but not included in the draft TIP. amendment, but will be reviewed for potential inclusion in future
TIP years. Recommendation for investigation in Traffic Safety
Program in Year 2020.
Cumberland PW Director Marshall Avenue Drainage Not in draft Cumberland Reconsider inclusion of project in TIP. Only new project submitted. 1,000 linear feet, older, corrugated metal Oral RIDOT This project is not designated for inclusion in the FFY2016
TIP pipe. Saw deterioration, water leaking out. In need of rehabilitation. amendment, but will be reviewed for potential inclusion in future
Principal primary, state road, connecting Mendon Rd (122) and High St TIP years. Recommendation for investigation in Traffic Safety
(114). In need of investigation and maintenance. Flooding and Program in Year 2020.
inundation of property at the corner.
RISPP Metropolitan Planning 2017-2025 11003 Further refine funding source to FTA 5303iMore specificity in funding source Written RISPP Table changed
Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town {Mettatuxet Road Reconstruction Not in draft Narragansett Include in TIP The relatively low-cost enhancements projected for the Ocean Road Written RIDOT The Ocean Road application was a mid-level priority of the Town’s
Manager, Town of TIP segment near the Town Beach would have had enormous bang-for-the - that was evaluated in the sub-committee process as a TAP project,
Nancy O. Dodge, Town Mohegan Trail - Pavement Not in draft 5104 :iNew Shoreham Fund project in early years of the TIP. The Town's submission targeted state roads in the greatest need of Written RIDOT Candidate for Pavement Preservation Program. The Department
Manager, New Shoreham TIP repair. In most instances, the shoulders of the roads are crumbling and will evaluate this project in conjunction with pavement
RIDOT Oaklawn Avenue/Wilbur Avenue 2020 5024 iCranston Remove STBG funding (50.25) Double counted. Shows up in Drainage program in Draft TIP. Written RIDOT Table changed

Drainage Project
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RIDOT Oaklawn Avenue/Wilbur Avenue 2021 5024 :iCranston Decreasefunding from $0.50 to $0.25 Double counted. Shows up in Drainage program in Draft TIP. Written RIDOT Table changed
Drainage Project
RIDOT Oaklawn Avenue/Wilbur Avenue 2023 5024 :iCranston Remove funding ($1.00) Double counted. Shows up in Drainage program in Draft TIP. Written RIDOT Table changed
Drainage Project
RIDOT Oaklawn Avenue/Wilbur Avenue 2024 5024 :Cranston Decrase funding from $1.00 to $0.50 Double counted. Shows up in Drainage program in Draft TIP. Written RIDOT Table changed
Drainage Project
Nancy O. Dodge, Town Ocean Avenue - Pavement Not in draft 5099 iNew Shoreham Fund project in early years of the TIP. The Town's submission targeted state roads in the greatest need of Written RIDOT Candidate for Pavement Preservation Program. The Department
Manager, New Shoreham TIP repair. In most instances, the shoulders of the roads are crumbling and will evaluate this project in conjunction with pavement
present dangerous circumstances for walkers and the numerous bicycle maintenance, operations, and capital funding, going forward.
and moped operators who share the narrow roads with vehicles. The
road cannot have work postponed until after 2025 based up on the
current road integrity. The road has been eliminated from
consideration with the comment that it is a "low volume roadway." The
Town questions this characterization. To Ms. Dodge's knowledge, no
volume study has been done on the road to support the determination
of "low volume," nor can she find any clear definition of how volume is
measured and over what time span. Considering that the useful life of
a paved surface is approximately ten years, the volume of the road has
experienced cumulatively in the summer months of the last twenty-five
years (when the road was microscreened) should clearly earmark the
road for repair in the next two years and not another decade out.
There is a substantial amount of tourism dollars that travel upstate as a
result of the island's absorption of tens of thousands of people in the
summer, and that, combined with the safety concerns for visitors and
citizenry, should merit another look at the submission.
Michael Deluca, Planning Ocean Rd Phase 1 and 2 Not in draft Narragansett Asks that the projects be reconsidered forilmprovements for sidewalks and amenities near Narragansett's ocean Both Oral and Written TAC While certainly worthwhile, due to limited funding, this project did
Director, Narragansett TIP inclusion in the TIP. walk and Narragansett Towers. It would offer a high return on not make the Transportation Advisory Committee's priority list of
investment. Transportation Alternatives projects.
Jorge Elorza, Mayor and Orms Street Bridge at RR - Bridge ID 2019 6482 iProvidence Request that bridge be included in earlier {Currently posted for load restriction. The City is concerned that more Written RIDOT
Bonnie Nickerson, Planning 092901 years of the STIP due to their current restrictive load restrictions will be required between now and 2024. We understand the city’s concerns and will meet and coordinate
Director condition and importance in transporting iOrms St is an important arterial roadway and emergency response with them at the earliest stages of each project. An asset
heavy vehicle traffic, including buses, route that carries a significant amount of heavy vehicle traffic from [-95. management based approach was used to develop the 10 year
trucks and emergency response vehicles. iFurther weight restrictions will direct truck traffic onto adjacent streets plan. The plan balances safety, budget, and the overall
and intersections creating congestion issues and access problems for improvement of the entire state’s infrastructure. The asset
large trucks. management based approach allows us achieve a $950 million
savings by incorporating preservation type projects early on in the
plan. This allows us to prevent structures from becoming
structurally deficient. The reconstruction of a structurally deficient
bridge can be 4 to 6 times as expensive as a preservation project.
To move these reconstruction projects up in the program upsets
the balance of the program and reduces the savings and increase
the time it will take us to put our infrastructure into a state of good
repair. RIDOT will continue to monitor the structure to insure their
public safety till the time the structure is rehabilitated
Jorge Elorza, Mayor and Park Street Bridge at 2024 6354 iProvidence Request that bridge be included in earlier ;Steel road plates have been placed over areas of failed bridge joints, Written RIDOT We understand the city’s concerns and repair to the backwall and
Bonnie Nickerson, Planning {Woonasquatucket River - Bridge ID years of the STIP due to their current and according to bridge engineers, the bridge joint deterioration will bridge joint has been moved into the Providence Viaduct North
Director 070401 condition and importance in transporting ilikely spread over the next several years, requiring additional steel project with complete preservation work to be done in Group 40.
heavy vehicle traffic, including buses, plating and potential load restrictions. Park St serves as a major access
trucks and emergency response vehicles. ipoint to Providence Place Mall especially during special events in
Downtown when the mall is used for parking. Vehicular restrictions on
the bridge would shift significant amounts of traffic to Francis Street
which already is congested during special events. RIDOT has indicated
that as a part of I-95 North Viaduct project, minor improvements to the
RIDOT Pavement Program Planning 2020 1265 Add NHPP funding of $1.80 Switching between funding sources. Written RIDOT Table changed
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Peter Brassard, Rl Pawtucket CF Commuter Rail/Other 2016-2020 5011 iPawtucket, CF Commend for inclusion. Ask to include aniInfill station has minimal added cost to the state because trains are Oral RIDOT Staff acknowledges this comment. The FFY2017-FFY2025 Draft TIP
Association of RR Passengers:iTrain Stations allocation for preliminary study for other ialready running by. Possible locations - Cranston, Olneyville, West includes project development for longer term projects such as in-fill
infill train station locations, due to time iGreenwich. stations. Planning and analysis for potential commuter rail
involved in developing. Suggest that the expansion is included in the TIP's Planning Program as additional
TAC include multiple train station corridor, operations, and ridership analysis is required. RIDOT
proposals concurrently. continues to focus on boosting ridership on existing commuter rail
services south of Providence prior to advancing major capital
investment along the Northeast Corridor.
Barry Schiller Pawtucket/Central Falls Train Stationi 2016-2020 5011 iPawtucket, Central iThe funds listed in the TIP are not enough :Depending on a grant, nervous about not having enough money to Oral RIDOT The FFY2016 TIP amendment only includes federal and state funds
Falls to build the station. ensure the station will be built. Nothing in State Rail Plan about infill for FFY2016. The FFY2017-FFY2025 Draft TIP includes additional
stations, should be studying electrification of rail, as MBTA is for 10 FTA funds. The TIGER grant RIDOT received will be included in the
years out. TIP as part of a future amendment. In addition, other prior year
FTA funds have not been obligated yet. The FFY2017-FFY2025 Draft
TIP does include project development for longer term projects such
as in-fill stations and electrification of commuter service.
Dylan Zelazo, Chief of Staff, iPawtucket/Central Falls Train Station{ 2016-2020 5011 :iPawtucket, Central iln support of the project. The project is critical to advancing multi-modal transportation Oral RISPP Support noted.
Pawtucket Falls, Cumberland throughout the state. There are 1 million square feet of vacant mill
FTA Pawtucket/Central Falls Train Stationi 2016-2020 5011 ;Pawtucket/Central iThis project is ineligible for 5337 funds as E-mail RIDOT FTA 5337 funding removed from this line item Table changed
Falls it is a new station. The funding source
should be corrected to an eligible federal
program or to state funds.
Mayor James Diossa, Central iPawtucket/Central Falls Train Stationi 2016-2020 5011 iCentral Falls, Thanks TAC for considering the project. iThe project is important to the city and the region. Oral RISPP Support noted.
Falls Pawtucket,
Cumberland
Representative Carlos Pawtucket/Central Falls Train Stationi 2016-2020 5011 :Pawtucket, Central iln support of the project. The project would have significant positive impacts on the state. Oral RISPP Support noted.
Tobon, District 15 Falls, Cumberland Important for economic development in Pawtucket and Central Falls.
RIDOT Pawtucket/Central Falls Train Station 2017 5011 iPawtucket, Central :iDecrease FTA funding from $2.70 to Revised project estimate, funding source and schedule. Written RIDOT Table changed
Falls $1.62 and change source from FTA 5337
to FTA 5307
RIDOT Pawtucket/Central Falls Train Station 2017 5011 iPawtucket, Central iAdd RIHMA funding of $0.83 Revised project estimate, funding source and schedule. Written RIDOT Table changed
Falls
RIDOT Pawtucket/Central Falls Train Station 2018 5011 iPawtucket, Central ilncrease FTA funding from $2.70 to $3.30 :Revised project estimate, funding source and schedule. Written RIDOT Table changed
Falls and change source from FTA 5337 to FTA
5307
RIDOT Pawtucket/Central Falls Train Station 2018 5011 iPawtucket, Central (Add RIHMA funding of $0.83 Revised project estimate, funding source and schedule. Written RIDOT Table changed
Falls
RIDOT Pawtucket/Central Falls Train Station 2019 5011 iPawtucket, Central ilncrease FTA funding from $2.70 to $3.40 :Revised project estimate, funding source and schedule. Written RIDOT Table changed
Falls and change source from FTA 5337 to FTA
5307
RIDOT Pawtucket/Central Falls Train Station 2019 5011 iPawtucket, Central iRemove CMAQ funding ($0.18) Revised project estimate and funding schedule. Written RIDOT Table changed
Falls
RIDOT Pawtucket/Central Falls Train Station 2019 5011 iPawtucket, Central iDecrease RICAP (HIP) funding from $2.02 iRevised project estimate and funding schedule. Written RIDOT Table changed
Falls to $0.85
RIDOT Pawtucket/Central Falls Train Station 2020 5011 iPawtucket, Central ilncrease FTA funding from $2.70 to $3.50 ;Revised project estimate, funding source, and schedule. Written RIDOT Table changed
Falls and change source from FTA 5337 to FTA
5307.
RIDOT Pawtucket/Central Falls Train Station 2020 5011 iPawtucket, Central iDecrease RICAP (HIP) funding from $2.70 :Revised project estimate and funding schedule. Written RIDOT Table changed
Falls to $0.88
RIDOT Pawtucket/Central Falls Train Station 2021 5011 iPawtucket, Central }Add funding of $4.18 of FTA 5307 funding iRevised project estimate, funding source and schedule. Written RIDOT Table changed
Falls
RIDOT Pawtucket/Central Falls Train Stationi 2016-2020 5011 :Pawtucket Change project name to "Pawtucket Written RIDOT Table changed
Central Falls Transit Center"
RISPP Program Planning 2017-2025 7811 Further refine funding source to FTA 5304:More specificity in funding source Written RISPP Table changed
RIDOT Projects Currently Under 2017 1264 Decrease STBG funding from $14.49to  {Switching between funding sources. Written RIDOT Table changed
Construction $13.91
RIDOT Projects Currently Under 2017 1264 Decrease NHPP funding from $12.54 to  {Switching between funding sources. Written RIDOT Table changed
Construction $6.48
RIDOT Projects Currently Under 2017 1264 Increase RICAP (HIP) funding from $2.83 iSwitching between funding sources. Written RIDOT Table changed

Construction

to $3.41
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RIDOT Projects Currently Under 2018 1264 Increase NHPP funding from $2.76 to Revised project estimate. Switching between funding sources. Written RIDOT Table changed
Construction $7.25
RIDOT Projects Currently Under 2018 1264 Increase STBG funding from $4.14 to Revised project estimate. Switching between funding sources. Written RIDOT Table changed
Construction $4.24
RIDOT Projects Currently Under 2018 1264 Add RIHMA funding of $1.21 Revised project estimate. Switching between funding sources. Written RIDOT Table changed
Construction
Jorge Elorza, Mayor and Providence Bicycle Infrastructure 2023-2025 5199 :Providence Request that the $1.8M allocated be The project will include design and construction of approximately 20 Written TAC There is not sufficient funds to undertake all projects in the earliest
Bonnie Nickerson, Planning {Enhancements moved up to earlier years to miles of on road bicycle lanes, bicycle boxes, bicycle loops, bicycle ranks years of the Transportation Improvement Program.
Director accommodate full construction of this and other infrastructure.
project in a more reasonable timeframe.
Lewis Dana, Jewelry District ;Providence River Dredging Not in draft Providence Reconsideration of dredging. Oral RIDOT This project did not neatly fit into a specific category for TIP
Condominium District TIP selection: it is a complex project which will likely require multiple
funding sources to develop and complete. Furthermore, the ability
to use FHWA funds for this project is currently subject to review.
At this time, further discussion with stakeholders to determine
potential approaches and funding for the project is necessary.
Peter McCLure, Planning and;Providence River Dredging Not in draft Providence Requests that the project be Has impacts for the city and state because of events like WaterFire. The Oral RIDOT This project did not neatly fit into a specific category for TIP
Zoning Committee, Jewelry TIP reconsidered for inclusion in the TIP. mud is a visible problem, and the river needs to be dredged. selection: it is a complex project which will likely require multiple
District Association funding sources to develop and complete. Furthermore, the ability
to use FHWA funds for this project is currently subject to review.
At this time, further discussion with stakeholders to determine
potential approaches and funding for the project is necessary.
RIDOT Railroad At-Grade Crossing - Poplar 2018 9010 ;Newport Add $0.10 in Railway Program funding in Correct an error in total funding for project in FFY 2018 E-mail RIDOT Table changed
and EIm Streets 2018
RIDOT Reconstructing Pell Bridge 2019 9201 :Newport Decrease NHP funding from $0.80 to Revised project funding schedule E-mail RIDOT Table changed
Approaches $0.70.
RIDOT Reconstructing Pell Bridge 2020 9201 :Newport Decrease NHPP funding from $1.80 to Revised project funding schedule Written RIDOT Table changed
Approaches $0.50
RIDOT Reconstructing Pell Bridge 2022 9201 ;Newport Increase funding from $9.3 to $9.4. Revised project funding schedule E-mail RIDOT Table changed
Approaches
RIDOT Reconstructing Pell Bridge 2023 9201 :Newport Increase funding from $10.8 to $12.1 Revised project funding schedule E-mail RIDOT Table changed
Approaches
RIDOT RISTARS - Localized Bottleneck 2022 1531 iCranston Increase funding from $1.50 to $1.80 Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
Improvements to I-295 NB
Pam Sherrill, TAC Member ;RISTARS - Localized Bottleneck 2020 - 2022 1531 iCranston Please include a better description of this Oral RIDOT We are planning to add an additional lane to 295 North between
Improvements to 1-295 Northbound project Route 37 WB on ramp and the Scituate Avenue overpass.
RIDOT RISTARS - Localized Bottleneck 2022 1532 iCranston Increase funding from $1.50 to $1.80 Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
Improvements to |-295 SB
RIDOT Roadway Departure Mitigation - 2018 1470 Add STBG funding of $0.10 Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
Systemic Bridge Blunt
Dorald Beasley, South Route 138 2017-2022 1397, iSouth Kingstown Wants to know if the project is now only iPreviously, the town had worked with RIDOT to plan a project with a Oral RIDOT This project scope remains as discussed with the project area
Kingstown Rt 138 1399 a 2-part paving project. broader scope including roundabouts, sidewalks, and drainage. The committee and is fully funded in the 10-year plan.
RIDOT Rt 107, Main St (Rt 100 to Union 2017 2006 Add NHPP funding of $0.80 Project is moving forward from the FFY 13-16 STIP. Please add this Written RIDOT Table changed
Ave) project as noted.
RIDOT Rt 108, Kingston Rd & High St 2017 2007 Add NHPP funding of $3.80 Project is moving forward from the FFY 13-16 STIP. Please add this Written RIDOT Table changed
project as noted.
Joseph DiPasquale, Chair Rt 114, Main St (Warren Bridge to 2023-2025 1408 i{Warren Wants the project moved up in the TIP.  iGlad it is programmed in the TIP, but the projects is already delayed. It Oral RIDOT RIDOT will continue to monitor pavement condition.
Town Council, Warren Child St) Involves public safety issues, including bad pavement and crumbling
sidewalks.
Kate Michaud, Town Rt 114, Main St (Warren Bridge to 2023-2025 1408 iWarren Wants the project moved up in the TIP.  iA road with heavy traffic and serves multiple, important uses. On a Oral RIDOT RIDOT will continue to monitor pavement condition.
Planner, Warren Child St) RIPTA route. Sidewalks are impassable.
Senator Daniel DaPonte, D. iRt 114, Pawtucket Ave (Taunton Ave ;| 2022-2023 1325 iEast Providence Strong objection to the timeline set forth {The repaving of Pawtucket Avenue - a state managed roadway about Written RIDOT Add $0.10 in NHPP funding in 2019 and $1.3 in NHPP funding in Table changed

14; Representative
Katherine Kazarian, D. 63;
Representative Gregg
Amore, D. 65; Senator
William J. Conley Jr., D. 18;
Representative Helio Melo,
D.64

to Warren Ave)

in the TIP.

which we've previously written to urge a priority status - is not
scheduled to occur for many years to come. The Draft TIP does not
even attempt to address the immediate and ongoing safety/vehicular
concerns we've continued to raise to RIDOT and others, both in public
and private.

2020. Remove $0.10 in funding from 2022 and $1.30 in funding
from 2023.
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Richard Kirby, City Manager iRt 114, Pawtucket Ave (Taunton Ave 2022 1325 iEast Providence Wants the project moved up in the TIP.  iThe project was in the 2011 TIP. Submitted photographs of the project Oral RIDOT Add $0.10 in NHPP funding in 2019 and $1.3 in NHPP funding in Table changed
to Warren Ave) Resurfacing and area. It is heavily traveled but in dangerous condition. Since 2011, the 2020. Remove $0.10 in funding from 2022 and $1.30 in funding
Sidewalks school department expanded the minimum walking to school distance - from 2023.
major concerns about public safety. Pawtucket Ave serves as access to
the waterfront district, and the city anticipates a 1,000 unit residential
development within the next 2-3 years and medical facility employing
250 people.
East Providence Area Rt 114, Pawtucket Ave. (Taunton 2022-2023 1325 iE. Providence Move construction year up from FFY 2022 :Pawtucket Ave is the vital link between Taunton Ave and Vets Parkway. Written RIDOT Add $0.10 in NHPP funding in 2019 and $1.3 in NHPP funding in Table changed
Chamber of Commerce Ave. to Warren Ave.) to FFY 2018 Serves the business community as well as residents. Caused excessive 2020. Remove $0.10 in funding from 2022 and $1.30 in funding
vehicle damage over the years and is especially treacherous during the from 2023.
winter months and rainstorms. There are few places along Pawtucket
Ave. that have handicapped accessibility.
Joseph DiPasquale, Chair Rt 136, Market St/Kickemuit 2023-2025 1409 iWarren Wants the project moved up in the TIP.  iGlad it is programmed but wants it moved up. Project is already Oral RIDOT RIDOT will continue to monitor pavement condition.
Town Council, Warren St/Metacom Ave delayed. Involves public safety issues. Bad pavement and crumbling
sidewalks. Wastes the work done on a Metacom Avenue Corridor
Study.
Kate Michaud, Town Rt 136, Market St/Kickemuit 2023-2025 1409 :iWarren Wants the project moved up in the TIP.  iWould like to move the project up in the TIP. A busy street with 24,000 Oral RIDOT RIDOT will continue to monitor pavement condition.
Planner, Warren St/Metacom Ave AADT. Corridor plan completed in 2012 with recommendations to build
sidewalks and ADA ramps.
Peter Roberts Rt 138, East Main Rd (Turnpike Ave 2019-2023 1379 iPortsmouth Rotary is not the right solution for this Watched the intersection, 12 people ran the redlight. No one will stop Oral RIDOT RIDOT will revist the project scope with the Town.
to Hedley Ave) intersection. Need to fix other roads in at the rotary yield sign. Town Council doesn't want anything to happen
poor condition first. until the roads are fixed. Dangerous condition. E Main and W Main are
a disaster, need to be fixed (resurfaced) before intersections are
changed. Rotary not needed. Turnpike Ave resurfaced, not one pot
hole before resurfacing, cracks in the road filled with tar. Spring St, at
the end of Turnpike, terrible and never resurfaced. Other roads need
to be resurfaced. Causing damage to cars, expensive.
Peter Roberts Rt 138, East Main Rd & Park Ave 2017-2018 1378 iPortsmouth No reason to change the intersection. No reason to change the intersection (heard they were changing it at a Oral RIDOT Since the Town Council meeting, the intersection has been
previous Town Council meeting). No accidents, no speeding, no modified to include an access to Chase Rd. the modified
problem with the intersection. Fix E Main Rd and W Main Rd and leave intersection will improve vehicular and pedestrian safety.
everything else alone. Want to dead-end Chase Rd because of run-off.
Run-off cannot come off that street because it is higher than the
intersection - 3" higher. Chase Rd is important to people who are going
to the post office. Never had a problem with the intersection - want to
make it one road going in and one road going out.
RIDOT Rt 138, East Main Rd & Park Ave 2017 1378 iPortsmouth Remove NHPP funding ($3.00) Switching between funding sources. Written RIDOT Table changed
RIDOT Rt 138, East Main Rd & Park Ave 2017 1378 iPortsmouth Add Earmark funding of $3.00 Switching between funding sources. Written RIDOT Table changed
RIDOT Rt 138, East Main Rd & Park Ave 2018 1378 iPortsmouth Remove NHPP funding ($2.29) Switching between funding sources. Written RIDOT Table changed
RIDOT Rt 138, East Main Rd & Park Ave 2018 1378 iPortsmouth Remove STBG funding ($0.71) Switching between funding sources. Written RIDOT Table changed
RIDOT Rt 138, East Main Rd & Park Ave 2018 1378 iPortsmouth Add Earmark funding of $3.00 Switching between funding sources. Written RIDOT Table changed
Shawn J. Brown, Town Rt 138A, Aquidneck Ave (East Main 2019, 2023- 1355 :iMiddletown Add sidewalks and stormwater runoff This project is the Town's top priority. Written RIDOT Project intended to improve pavement condition. Any increase in
Administrator Rd to Green End Ave) 2025 control and treatment to the project. scope will significantly increase project cost. RIDOT would be willing
to consider Town cost participation.
Shawn J. Brown, Town Rt 138A, Aquidneck Ave (Valley Rd. 2019-2020 5070 :Middletown Add improvements identified in the 2007 iInclude roadway crossection improvements, including sidewalk Written RIDOT Project intended to improve pavement condition. Any increase in
Administrator to Purgatory Rd.) Atlantic Beach District Master Plan, improvements and travel lane reconfiguration. scope will significantly increase project cost. RIDOT would be willing
including roadway and sidewalk to consider Town cost participation.
improvements, to the project.
RIDOT Rt 146 (1-95 to 6 Miles South of 2018 1291 iProvidence, N. Decrease NHPP funding from $6.10 to Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
Sherman Ave) Providence, Lincoln {$4.50
RIDOT Rt 24 (Rt 114 to Hummocks Ave) 2018 1286 iPortsmouth Decrease NHPP funding from $4.40 to Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
$4.00
Michael Asceola, Assistant  {Rt. 114, West Main Road (John 2019-2020 1360 :iPortsmouth Wants to move project up in the TIP. The project is vital to the community and Aquidneck Island as a whole. Oral RIDOT RIDOT will continue to monitor pavement condition.
Town Planner, Portsmouth {Kesson To Mill Ln.)
Michael Asceola, Assistant  {Rt. 114, West Main Road (Rt. 24 to 2022-2024 1376 iPortsmouth Wants to move project up in the TIP. The project is vital to the community and Aquidneck Island as a whole. Oral RIDOT RIDOT will continue to monitor pavement condition.

Town Planner, Portsmouth

Turnpike Ave.)
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Michael Asceola, Assistant  {Rt. 138, East Main Road (Hedly St. to i 2021-2022 1380 :iPortsmouth Wants to move project up in the TIP. The project is vital to the community and Aquidneck Island as a whole. Oral RIDOT RIDOT will continue to monitor pavement condition.
Town Planner, Portsmouth iMiddletown T/L)
Ron Wolanski Rt. 138A, Aquidneck Ave. (East Main i 2019-2025 1355 iMiddletown Include more than resurfacing in project - {Included in draft TIP as resurfacing, was in 13-16 TIP as study and Oral RIDOT Project intended to improve pavement condition. Any increase in
Road to Green End Ave.) sidewalks, drainage. development. Resurfacing will not solve the problem. Needs sidewalks, scope will significantly increase project cost. RIDOT would be willing
dangerous situation. Needs improved stormwater drainage. Currently to consider Town cost participation.
informal system, series of ditches. In watershed of Bailey Brook, part of
Newport water supply, no current treatment. Top priority project.
Ron Wolanski Rt. 138A, Aquidneck Ave. (Valley Rd. i 2019-2020 5070 :Middletown Request inclusion as a reconstruction Intersections included for resurfacing, needs sidewalk repair/upgrade. Oral RIDOT Project intended to improve pavement condition. Any increase in
to Purgatory Rd.) project. Important tourist area. scope will significantly increase project cost. RIDOT would be willing
to consider Town cost participation.
Town of Jamestown Sidewalk and Curbing Replacement Not in draft 5063 iJamestown This project was in the FFY 13-16 STIP and:This project will make the walking route from Jamestown's Village to Written TAC While certainly worthwhile, due to limited funding, this project did
on Walcott Avenue (Hamilton TIP should be carried forward into the FFY 17-iFort Wetherill State Park. Much of the curbing is in failing condition not make the Transportation Advisory Committee's priority list of
Avenue to Fort Wetherill State Park) 25 STIP. and would not support handicap usage. Transportation Alternatives projects.
Barry Schiller Snow Removal Equipment Not in draft North Providence Safety funds should be spent on projects Oral RIDOT Snow removal is not a capital expenditure: it is considered an
TIP such as snow clearance that improve operating expense and does not qualify for federal funding or state
conditions for pedestrians. capital funding.
Friends of the William C. South County Bike Path Extension 2016-2023 5089 iSouth Kingstown Amend the project description to read, :iOn- and off-road alternatives for the bike path extension have already Written RIDOT Suggest that language be modified to insure that if there are Text changed
O'Neill South County Bike "Design and construction of the final been evaluated. The description given creates an opening for another permitting problems with the off-road route chosen, due to
Path segment of the William C. O'Neill (South iround of delay. After a presentation to the Town Council on December environmental issues, the project could still move forward.
County Bike Path) to Narragansett Town {7, 2015, which described seven possible routes for the path extension, Otherwise, the change in description is appropriate. Amend the
Beach using an off-road route through the Town Council voted to maintain its earlier recommendation that project description to read, "Design and construction of the final
Canonchet Farm." the bike path be completed using an off-road route through Canonchet segment of the William C. O'Neill (South County Bike Path) to
Farm. The $1.62 million in FY 2017 and FY 2018 should be used for Narragansett Town Beach using a permittable off-road route
design and permitting of the selected route. through Canonchet Farm".
Friends of the William C. South County Bike Path Extension 2016-2024 5089 iSouth Kingstown Change the title of the project to, "South (This title is more indicative of the work to be done. Written RIDOT This would be an acceptable title change. Text changed
O'Neill South County Bike County Bike Path Completion."
Path
Rep Carol Hagen-McEntee, {South County Bike Path Extension 2016-2025 5089 iNarragansett Appreciates the inclusion of the project in Oral RISPP Support noted.
District 33 the TIP.
Nancy O. Dodge, Town Spring Street - Pavement Not in draft 5103 iNew Shoreham Fund project in early years of the TIP. The Town's submission targeted state roads in the greatest need of Written RIDOT Candidate for Pavement Preservation Program. The Department
Manager, New Shoreham TIP repair. In most instances, the shoulders of the roads are crumbling and will evaluate this project in conjunction with pavement
present dangerous circumstances for walkers and the numerous bicycle maintenance, operations, and capital funding, going forward.
RIDOT State of Good Repair 2019 7150 Add CMAQ funding of $0.18 Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
RIDOT State of Good Repair 2019 7150 Add RICAP (HIP) funding of $1.17 Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
RIDOT State of Good Repair 2020 7150 Add RICAP (HIP) funding of $1.82 Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
RIDOT State of Good Repair 2021 7150 Decrease funding from $2.70 to $1.00 Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
Ellen Waxman, Town Summer Service 2016 7109 iNorth Kingstown Requests weekend passenger rail service iWickford Junction Train station is under utilized. How can we leverage Both Oral and Written RIDOT Prior to introducing weekend train service, focus should be on
Councilor, North Kingstown at Wickford Junction. the station to revitalize our economy and improve access to Southern increasing the core weekday service first. Ridership data at
Rhode Island and its beaches? It should be a transportation asset for Providence and along Connecticut’s Shoreline East shows that
non-work related commutes with weekend service all year. Attitude weekend service typically attracts half the weekday ridership.
that rail is only for commuting is short sighted - weekend ridership Weekend service did not start at Providence until 8 years after the
could exceed weekday ridership. Page 309 - excited to see ID 7109, weekday service started in 1988. Also, Baltimore to Washington
summer service; also pg 32 and 308. RIDOT staff informed that 7109 is DC commuter rail did not introduce weekend service until last year,
not weekend service to Wickford Junction - will be ferry to Newport. 25 years after weekday service began. Moving forward, we would
Gave specific language changes to Chair. look at event-based weekend service for next summer season as a
way of introducing it and testing its potential ridership, which is the
similar approach to the pilot ferry service this year.
Senator Daniel DaPonte, D. iTen Mile River Greenway, Segment 1- 2025 5045 iEast Providence Strong objection to the timeline set forth iThis project is crucial to the future success of East Providence. Written TAC There is not sufficient funds to undertake all projects in the earliest
14; Representative 4 in the TIP. years of the Transportation Improvement Program.
Katherine Kazarian, D. 63;
Representative Gregg
Amore, D. 65; Senator
William J. Conley Jr., D. 18;
Representative Helio Melo,
D. 64
RIDOT Thames and Spring Street 2021-2025 5105 :iNewport Move $1.4M from FFY2021 to FFY2022  :Revised project funding schedule Written RIDOT Table changed

Streetscape Improvements
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Peter Roberts Tolls Not in draft Portsmouth Weight of the trucks not hurting the Weight of the trucks not hurting the bridges, weight of the cars on the Oral RIDOT Scientific studies have shown that one fully-loaded tractor trailer
TIP bridges, weight of the cars on the bridges ibridges much more than the trucks - not being taken care of. can do the damage of 9,600 passenger cars. The Ten Year Plan
much more than the trucks - not being Deterioration has nothing to do with the trucks. Spending money on allocates funding to ensure that Rhode Island transportation
taken care of. Deterioration has nothing ithe wrong things. infrastructure is brought into a state of good repair.
to do with the trucks. Spending money
on the wrong things.
Peter Roberts Traffic Signals Not in draft Portsmouth Request light at Caution Hill, near Need a light at Caution Hill near assisted living facility, also at facility Oral RIDOT A traffic control device (flasher, traffic signal, signs etc.) falls under
TIP assisted living facility and near Town hall. inear Town Hall. Someone he talked to said no one would stop at the the jurisdiction of the State Traffic Commission, which is
light. People get off the bus at the far side and can't get across the responsible for all traffic control devices on State roads. An elected
road. official or Town representative could request such a device and it
would be added to the STC agenda for consideration. If approved, it
would be forwarded to RIDOT's traffic engineering section to be
added to a design project.
Barry Schiller Transportation Alternatives General Statewide Too little is spent on TAP projects. They have significant benefits for the state, and more should be spent Oral RIDOT There are a number of components of robust transportation
comment on them. infrastructure. Unfortunately, we do not have unlimited resources:
by the end of the Ten Year Plan, funding for Transportation
Alternatives Program (TAP) projects will have increased
significantly. Bicycle and bicycle-related infrastructure is allocated
more than 60% of the FFY2017-FFY2025 TAP program. As we move
toward developing asset-based project selection, we will ensure
that projects, once in the TIP, are delivered. It is important to
ensure a state of good repair for our existing infrastructure before
we are able to apply a greater percentage of available funds to TAP
projects.
Bob Votava, Executive Trestle Trail - West Section - 2 2016-2017, 9001, :Coventry Complete the Trestle Trail Written RISPP Two bridges of the Trestle Trail (West Section) are included in the
Director, DOT Watch Bridges 2023-2024 9002 TIP for 2016-2017. The paving for the west section is included in
the FFY 2017-2025 in 2023-2024.
East Coast Greenway Trestle Trail - West Section - Paving 2023-2024 9002 (Coventry Accelerate project timeline Find ways to fund and prioritize gaps in the greenway network, Written TAC There is not sufficient funds to undertake all projects in the earliest
Alliance particularly sections of the East Coast Greenway years of the Transportation Improvement Program.
RIDOT Two Mile Corner 2017 1356 :Middletown Add NHPP funding of $3.40 Error: FY 2017 did not receive funding for this project. Written RIDOT Table changed
RIDOT Two Mile Corner 2018 1356 :iMiddletown Decrease STBG funding from $3.40 to Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
$2.80
Jorge Elorza, Mayor and US-44, Smith St. (Lyndhurst Ave. to I-i 2018-2019 1384 iProvidence Request RIDOT work with the City to Project is resurfacing and replacing sidewalks and handicapped ramps Written RIDOT The roadways curblines will remain as-is. Bicycle lanes would affect
Bonnie Nickerson, Planning (95) improve bicycle infrastructure as part of {on Smith Street between Lyndhurst Ave and I-95. parking along road. Coordination/direction from city is needed.
Director this project.
RIDOT US-6 Harford Pike and Harford Ave 2017 1393 iScituate, Johnston Decrease NHPP funding from $6.00 to Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
(Danielson Pk to 1-295) $5.00
RIDOT US-6 Harford Pike and Harford Ave 2018 1393 iScituate, Johnston Decrease NHPP funding from $1.50 to Revised project estimate. Written RIDOT Table changed
(Danielson Pk to I-295) $1.30
Jorge Elorza, Mayor and Veazie Street Bridge at West River - 2019 6502 (Providence Request that bridge be included in earlier iCurrently has a posted load restriction. Written RIDOT We understand the city’s concerns and will meet and coordinate
Bonnie Nickerson, Planning |Bridge ID 089001 years of the STIP due to their current with them at the earliest stages of each project. An asset
Director condition and importance in transporting management based approach was used to develop the 10 year
heavy vehicle traffic, including buses, plan. The plan balances safety, budget, and the overall
trucks and emergency response vehicles. improvement of the entire state’s infrastructure. The asset
management based approach allows us achieve a $950 million
savings by incorporating preservation type projects early on in the
plan. This allows us to prevent structures from becoming
structurally deficient. The reconstruction of a structurally deficient
bridge can be 4 to 6 times as expensive as a preservation project.
To move these reconstruction projects up in the program upsets
the balance of the program and reduces the savings and increase
the time it will take us to put our infrastructure into a state of good
repair. RIDOT will continue to monitor the structure to insure their
public safety till the time the structure is rehabilitated.
East Coast Greenway Washington Secondary Bike Path 2022 5215 :Providence Accelerate project timeline Find ways to fund and prioritize gaps in the greenway network, Written TAC There is not sufficient funds to undertake all projects in the earliest
Alliance Extension particularly sections of the East Coast Greenway years of the Transportation Improvement Program.
Jorge Elorza, Mayor and Washington Secondary Bike Path 2022, 2024 5215 :iProvidence Request that the timeline for this project iThis is a critical connection that is currently missing from the regional Written RIDOT As part of RIDOT's latest planning for the 6/10 Interchange, bike

Bonnie Nickerson, Planning
Director

Extension

be moved up.

bike trail network. Appropriate study and planning to determine the
best path for the bike path extension must be completed prior to full

design of the 6-10 Connector so that we can ensure that the 6-10

connections from the Washington Secondary Bike Path to
Downtown were incorporated into the concept plans. Several
possible alignments were proposed and will continue to be
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Senator Daniel DaPonte, D. iWaterfront Drive Not in draft East Providence Strong objection to not including the This project is crucial to the future success of East Providence. Written RIDOT At this time, the project was not included because of the emphasis
14; Representative TIP project in the draft TIP. on state of good repair in the current Ten Year Plan. Once strategic
Katherine Kazarian, D. 63; and targeted investments are made in existing structures to insure
Representative Gregg the viability of our transportation infrastructure into the future,
Amore, D. 65; Senator additional projects with economic development significance must
William J. Conley Jr., D. 18; be considered.
Representative Helio Melo,
D. 64
Jorge Elorza, Mayor and West River Street Bridge at West 2019 6506 iProvidence Request that bridge be included in earlier iCurrently posted for load restriction. The City is concerned that more Written RIDOT We understand the city’s concerns and will meet and coordinate
Bonnie Nickerson, Planning (River - Bridge ID 088301 years of the STIP due to their current restrictive load restrictions will be required between now and 2019. with them at the earliest stages of each project. An asset
Director condition and importance in transporting iWest River St is an important truck route that is also used by the management based approach was used to develop the 10 year
heavy vehicle traffic, including buses, Central Post Office. It is imperative that this bridge project be moved plan. The plan balances safety, budget, and the overall
trucks and emergency response vehicles. iup to earlier years. Any further load restriction may shift truck traffic improvement of the entire state’s infrastructure. The asset
onto adjacent roads such as Branch Avenue, Charles Street, Corliss management based approach allows us achieve a $950 million
Street, and Silver Spring Street, which are already congested roadways. savings by incorporating preservation type projects early on in the
plan. This allows us to prevent structures from becoming
structurally deficient. The reconstruction of a structurally deficient
bridge can be 4 to 6 times as expensive as a preservation project.
To move these reconstruction projects up in the program upsets
the balance of the program and reduces the savings and increase
the time it will take us to put our infrastructure into a state of good
repair. RIDOT will continue to monitor the structure to insure their
public safety till the time the structure is rehabilitated.
Nancy O. Dodge, Town West Side Road - Pavement Not in draft 5102 :New Shoreham Fund project in early years of the TIP. The Town's submission targeted state roads in the greatest need of Written RIDOT Candidate for Pavement Preservation Program. The Department
Manager, New Shoreham TIP repair. In most instances, the shoulders of the roads are crumbling and will evaluate this project in conjunction with pavement
present dangerous circumstances for walkers and the numerous bicycle maintenance, operations, and capital funding, going forward.
and moped operators who share the narrow roads with vehicles. The
road cannot have work postponed until after 2025 based up on the
current road integrity. The road has been eliminated from
consideration with the comment that it is a "low volume roadway." The
Town questions this characterization. To Ms. Dodge's knowledge, no
volume study has been done on the road to support the determination
of "low volume," nor can she find any clear definition of how volume is
measured and over what time span. Considering that the useful life of
a paved surface is approximately town years, the volume of the road
has experienced cumulatively in the summer months of the last twenty-
five years (when the road was microscreened) should clearly earmark
the road for repair in the next two years and not another decade out.
There is a substantial amount of tourism dollars that travel upstate as a
result of the island's absorption of tens of thousands of people in the
summer, and that, combined with the safety concerns for visitors and
citizenry, should merit another look at the submission.
Nancy O. Dodge, Town West Side Road - Sidewalks 2018 5096 iNew Shoreham Move funding to this year ("before next :iThis request has been part of the town's submission in the past and has Written TAC This project is already slated to begin in the the earlier years of the
Manager, New Shoreham summer"). been identified as a critical public safety issue every summer for the Transportation Improvement Program.
past ten years. There is no sidewalk along this stretch of state road and
pedestrian traffic keeps increasing each summer. The absence of
sidewalks here is a critical safety concern.
Alicia J. Lehrer, Executive Woonasquatucket Greenway 2017-2021 5178 iProvidence Move the $1.88m shown for years 2021- iCurrently ranked as a high priority by the TAC. Will include the Written TAC There is not sufficient funds to undertake all projects in the earliest
Director, Woonasquatucket iCorridor Enhancements 2025 to 2020 to accommodate full development of a higher quality extension of the Fred Lippit years of the Transportation Improvement Program.
River Watershed Council construction of the project in a more Woonasquatucket River Greenway bike path that provides a safer
reasonable timeframe connection along Promenade and Kinsley Avenue between downtown
Providence, the westside of the city and Olneyville Square. Has been
allocated $4.1m for years 2017-2020 and another $1.88m for years
2021-2025.
Jorge Elorza, Mayor and Woonasquatucket Greenway 2017-2025 5178 iProvidence Request that the $1.88M shown for years iThe project was ranked high priority by the TAC and will include the Written TAC There is not sufficient funds to undertake all projects in the earliest

Bonnie Nickerson, Planning
Director

Corridor Enhancements

2021-2025 be moved up to 2020 to
accommodate full construction of this
project in a more reasonable timeframe.

development of a higher quality extension of the Woonasquatucket
River Greenway bike path to connect Downtown to Olneyville Square
and the west side of the city along Promenade and Kinsley Streets.

years of the Transportation Improvement Program.
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Alicia J. Lehrer, Executive Woonasquatucket River Greenway Not in draft Add this segment of the (1) For the first time in history, all the communities in the northwest Written TAC While certainly worthwhile, due to limited funding, this project did
Director, Woonasquatucket :Extension through Johnston, from TIP Woonasquatucket River Greenway to the ipart of the state are showing staunch support for extending the not make the Transportation Advisory Committee's priority list of
River Watershed Council Cricket Field to Allendale Avenue 10-year TIP. Greenway, as there are very few safe places to bike and walk in this Transportation Alternatives projects.
quarter of Rl. (2) Rl has already invested significant funds on design
and construction of this section of bike path. The WRWC and RIDOT
completed major improvements to Cricket Firled in Johnston in 2015
using earmark funds for the Northwest Trail. RIDOT completed and
updated a preliminary design study for the next section of path using
hundreds of thousands of dollars in earmark and state funding. (3)
WRWC has in hand a proposal from an on-call design and engineering
firm to move the project forward to the next step immediately. Other
paths have been included in the TIP that both lack existing funds and
preliminary design. (4) Over 700 residents from Johnson signed a
petition or wrote letters supporting the expansion.
Robert V. Russo, President, {Woonasquatucket River Greenway Not in draft Request that funding that had previously iEarmark funding of $1.5 million has been allocated to designing the Written RIDOT This project was not intended for inclusion in the FFY2016
Johnston Town Council Extension through Johnston, from TIP been designated for the project not be next phase of this project. The Woonasquatucket River Watershed amendment and was not incorporated into the FFY2017 to
Cricket Field to Allendale Avenue reallocated, and that this project be Council met with Town residents and reached a compromise on the FFY2025 STIP: the project was not a high priority, as established by
included in the TIP. location of the extension through Johnston. Over 700 Johnston the TAC and its subcommittees. In addition, concerns remained
residents have written letters or signed a petition indicating support for regarding the level of support from all municipal partners. RIDOT
this project. and the TAC may reexamine this project as future annual updates
to the TIP are undertaken.
Bari Freeman, TAC Member General How are HSIP projects chosen? What is  iThere are specific bike projects in the later years of the STIP that are Oral RIDOT HSIP projects are identified by RIDOT staff or municipalities
question the semi-annual safety review? What is  itargeted safety issues and would like those projects evaluated through through an application process and must tie to specific locations
this process? How does a project become ithe HSIP process to see if they can be implemented sooner using this and/or systemic risk facilities identified annually by RIDOT, based
a candidate? source, specifically Mount Hope Bay Bicycle Improvements (TIP ID on historical fatal and serious injury crash trends. Requests are
5162) and East Main Road Shared Use Path - Hedly St. to Enterprise Dr. reviewed semi-annually (May & Sept.) by a Committee. Projects
(TIP ID 9005) approved for further study depend on funding, rank and potential
to reduce fatal and serious injury crashes. All eligible locations
must meet one of the following: 1. In HSIP Annual Report Top Lists
based on program categories (i.e. Roadway Departure, Signalized
Intersection, Older Drivers, Vulnerable Road User, etc). Ped/Bike
improvements are incorporated systemically through the other
HSIP programs/projects. Stand-alone ped/bike projects are
possible but a project must show a benefit-cost ratio of 1.0 or
greater with a projected reduction in fatalities and injuries. 2.
Location exhibits features of a systemic high risk facility, i.e.
intersections with a lack of lighting and high traffic volumes can be
considered a high risk location for vulnerable users. Improvements
are generally limited to $100,000 per location/mile. New projects
must outrank existing projects for inclusion.
Dan Baudouin, TAC Member General Can the Transportation Alternatives Oral RIDOT A thorough analysis conducted by RIDOT has not shown the
comment Program be level funded year to year availability of any excess fundsto be allocated to the TAP program.
with the same total funding shown in the At or before the July 2016 TAC meeting, RIDOT will provide a
draft STIP? summary of impacts by year as ba result of level-funding the TAP
program.
Myrna George, South General Encourages the expansion of strong Passenger rail service is a main economic generator. Missing an Written RIDOT Staff acknowledges this comment. The Department continues to
County Tourism Council Comment commuter rail service to Kingston and opportunity as current trains are not running frequently nor late work with its partners in Rhode Island and in neighboring states to
Westerly, including increased frequency. ienough. provide and optimize commuter rail service.
RI Bike Coalition General Increase the percentage of funding that (Needed to reverse the financially and environmentally unsustainable Written RIDOT There are a number of components of robust transportation
comment goes to TAP projects. dependence on motor vehicle transportation. infrastructure. Unfortunately, we do not have unlimited resources:

by the end of the Ten Year Plan, funding for Transportation
Alternatives Program (TAP) projects will have increased
significantly. Bicycle and bicycle-related infrastructure is allocated
more than 60% of the FFY2017-FFY2025 TAP program. As we move
toward developing asset-based project selection, we will ensure
that projects, once in the TIP, are delivered.
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RI Bike Coalition General Design all bridge and pavement projects :If we want to build a transportation network in our state that makes Written RIDOT The Department will continue to look at accommodating complete
comment as "complete streets". people and jobs want to locate here, we cannot continue dismissing streets principles as much as possible, commensurate with the
vulnerable road users as an aberration when we design our streets. scope of work for each project and given budgetary, temporal, and
physical constraints.
RI Bike Coalition General Include more bike projects, including the Written RIDOT The Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) and its
comment eight bike projects included in the

previous TIP that were omitted from the
draft, and the segment of the Blackstone
River Bikeway through Central Falls that
the RI Bike Coalition prioritized as "high"
in their submission.

subcommittees reviewed all current and new TAP projects and
ranked more than 55 projects for inclusion in the TIP. The bike
projects not included did not rank highly compared to other bike
projects and were a lower priority, either for the communities or
based on subcommittee discussion.
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May 26, 2016 Public Hearing Notice

e English
e Spanish



RHODE ISLAND STATE PLANNING COUNCIL
One Capitol Hill
Providence, RI 02908-5870

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

State of Rhode Island
FFY 2017-2025 Draft State Transportation Improvement Program
and
Amendment #7 to the
FFY 2013-2016 State Transportation Improvement Program

The Rhode Island State Planning Council will conduct two (2) public hearings. These hearings will be
held to accept comments on the FFY 2017-2025 Draft State Transportation Improvement Program
(STIP) and Amendment #7 to the FFY 2013-2016 STIP.

Opportunity for Public Comment - FFY 2017 — 2025 Draft STIP

The State Planning Council is developing the State Transportation Improvement Program for federal
fiscal years 2017-2025. The STIP is a nine-year program which includes Bridge Capital, Bridge
Maintenance, Debt Service, Contingency-Inflation, Drainage Capital, Drainage Maintenance,
Headquarters Operations, Maintenance Capital, Maintenance Operations, Pavement Capital, Pavement
Maintenance, Planning — Program Development, Toll Operations, Traffic Safety Capital, Traffic Safety
Maintenance, Transit Capital (RIPTA & RIDOT), Transit Operations (RIPTA & RIDOT), Other Transit
Initiatives (RIPTA), Route 6/10, and Transportation Alternatives projects that are eligible to receive
federal funding. The TIP must be updated at a minimum of every (4) years in accordance with federal
requirements and the State Planning Council’s Rules of Procedure and the first four years of the STIP
(FFY 2017-FFY 2020) must be fiscally constrained. This STIP update included a full solicitation of new
projects from Rhode Island state agencies, municipalities, organizations, and individuals. These projects
were reviewed by subcommittees of the State Planning Council’s Transportation Advisory Committee,
Rhode Island Department of Transportation, and Rhode Island Public Transit Authority staff.
Recommendations were incorporated into the full draft FFY 2017-2025 STIP document. A complete
description of the STIP development process is outlined in the draft STIP document. The public
comment period for this document begins on April 25, 2016, includes the two (2) public hearings
outlined below, and closes on June 26, 2016. All comments on the draft FFY 2017-2025 STIP must be
received by June 26, 2016.

The draft FFY 2017-2025 STIP is available for review online at
http://www.planning.ri.gov/statewideplanning/transportation/tip.php or at the R.I. Statewide Planning
Program, One Capitol Hill, 3rd floor, Providence, Ri between 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through
Friday. :




Opportunity for Public Comment - Amendment #7 to the FFY 2013 — 2016 STIP

Amendment # 7 is being proposed to the FFY 2013-2016 STIP for the State of Rhode Island, as adopted
by the State Planning Council on July 12, 2012. The amendment has been requested by the Rhode
Island Department of Transportation and the Rhode Island Public Transit Authority. This proposed TIP
amendment realigns the FFY 2016 projects of the STIP with additional available state and federal
funding sources and with RIDOT’s Ten Year Strategic Plan (FFY 2016 to FFY 2025). In addition, this
amendment includes new transit and highway projects not included in the FFY 2013-2016 STIP. This
amendment will affect all programs of the STIP. The public comment period for this amendment begins
on April 25, 2016, includes the two (2) public hearings outlined below, and closes at the conclusion of
the second public hearing on May 26, 2016. All comments on Amendment #7 to the FFY 2013-2016 STIP
must be received by the close of the hearing on May 26, 2016.

The proposed amendment is available for review online at
http://www.planning.ri.gov/statewideplanning/transportation/tip.php or at the R.l. Statewide Planning
Program, One Capitol Hill, 3rd floor, Providence, Rl between 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

Informational presentations and formal public hearings for both FFY 2017 — 2025 Draft STIP and
Amendment #7 to the FFY 2013 — 2016 STIP will be held:

Thursday, May 26, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. Thursday, May 26, 2016 at 6:30 p.m.
Department of Administration Department of Administration
William E. Powers Building William E. Powers Building
Conference Room A, 2" Floor Conference Room A, 2™ Floor

One Capitol Hill, Providence, R One Capitol Hill, Providence, Rl

Each public hearing will include the same informational presentation. All persons may present their
views on the draft FFY 2017-2025 STIP or Amendment #7 to the FFY 2013-2016 STIP documents in
person, through a representative, or by filing a written statement with the Secretary of the State
Planning Council. Written statements may be submitted at the hearings noted above or mailed to Jared
L. Rhodes, Secretary (Acting), Rhode Island State Planning Council, One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI
02908.

This meeting place is accessible to individuals with disabilities. Any individual requiring a reasonable
accommodation in order to participate in this meeting should contact Thomas Mannock, Ph.D at 401-
222-6377 (voice) or #711 (R.1. Relay) 5 business days in advance of the meeting. Any individual requiring
the services of an interpreter to participate in this meeting should contact Michael Moan at 222-1236
(voice) at least five (5) business days prior to the meeting. Any individual requiring the services of a
spoken language interpreter to participate in this meeting should contact Michael Moan at (401) 222-
1236 (voice) at least five (5) business days prior to the meeting. Public transit schedule information for
the public hearings is available from RIPTA at (401)781-9400 or www.ripta.com.

{signed) &m ~ <
Jared L. Rhedes

Secretary (Acting), State Planning Council



CONSEJO DE PLANIFICACION ESTATAL DE RHODE ISLAND
One Capitol Hill
Providence, RI 02908-5870

NOTIFICACION DE AUDIENCIAS PUBLICAS

Estado.de Rhode Island.
FFY 2017-2025 Boceto del Programa de Mejora del Transporte Estatal
y
Enmienda #7 al
FFY 2013-2016 Programa de Mejora del Transporte Estatal

El Consejo de Planificacién Estatal de Rhode Island realizara dos (2) audiencias publicas. Estas audiencias
tendran lugar con el fin de aceptar comentarios al FFY 2017-2025 Boceto del Programa de Mejora del
Transporte Estatal (STIP, por sus siglas en inglés) y a la Enmienda #7 al FFY 2013-2016 STIP.

Oportunidad para comentarios del ptblico - FFY 2017 — 2025 Boceto del STIP

El Consejo de Planificacion Estatal esta en proceso de desarrollar el Programa de Mejora del Transporte Estatal
para los aiios fiscales 2017 a 2025. El STIP es un programa de hueve afios que incluye capital para puentes,
mantenimiento de puentes, servicio de deudas, contingencia - inflacion, capital para drenaje, mantenimiento del
~ sistema de drenaje, operaciones de la oficina central, capital para mantenimiento; operaciones.de
mantenimiento, capital para el pavimento, mantenimiento del pavimento, planificacion - desarrollo de
programas, operaciones de peaje, capital para la seguridad del trafico, mantenimiento de la seguridad del
tréfico, capital para el transito (RIPTA y RIDOT), operaciones de transito (RIPTA y RIDOT), otras iniciativas de
transito (RIPTA), Ruta 6/10 y, proyectos de alternativas de transporte que cumplen con los requisitos necesarios
para recibir financiamiento federal. Cada cuatro (4} afios, como minimo, se debe actualizar el TIP, de acuerdo a
los requisitos federales y las Normas de Procedimiento del Consejo de Planificacion Estatal, y los primeros cuatro
afos del STIP (FFY 2017 - FFY 2020) deben ser fiscalmente restringidos. La actualizacion al STIP incluyé una
solicitud completa de proyectos nuevos a las agencias estatales, municipalidades, organizaciones e individuos de
Rhode Island. Subcomités del Comité Consultivo del Transporte del Consejo de Planificacién Estatal, el
Departamento de Transporte de Rhode Island y personal de la Autoridad del Transito Pablico de Rhode Island,
revisaron estos proyectos. Se incorporaron recomendaciones al documento de boceto completo FFY 2017-2025
STIP. El boceto del STIP resume una descripcién completa-del proceso de desarrollo del STIP. El periodo de
comentarios del publico sobre este documento comienza el 25 de abril de 2016, incluye las dos (2) audiencias
publicas especificadas a continuacion, y concluye el 26 de junio de 2016. Se deben recibir todos los comentarios
al boceto FFY 2017-2025 STIP antes del 26 de junio de 2016.

El boceto FFY 2017-2025 STIP esta disponible para su revision en linea en
http://www.planning.ri.gov/statewideplanning/transportation/tip.php o en el Programa de Planificacién Estatal
de R.l., One Capitol Hill, 3er piso, Providence, Ri, entre las 8:30 a.m. y las 4:00 p.m. de lunes a viernes.
Oportunidad para comentarios del publico - Enmienda #7 al FFY 2013 — 2016 STIP

Se propone la Enmienda #7 al FFY 2013 — 2016 STIP para el Estado de Rhode Island, tal y como la adopté el
Consejo de Planificacion Estatal el 12 de julio de 2012. El Departamento de Transporte de Rhode Island y la




Autoridad del Transporte Publico de Rhode Island solicitaron la enmienda. Esta enmienda propuesta al TIP
realinea los proyectos FFY 2016 del STIP con fuentes de financiamiento estatales y federales adicionales
disponibles y con el Plan Estratégico de Diez Afios del RIDOT (FFY 2016 al FFY 2025). Adicionalmente, esta
enmienda incluye nuevos proyectos de transito y autopistas que no estaban incluidas en el FFY 2013 - 2016
STIP. Esta enmienda afectara todos los programas del STIP. El periodo de comentarios del publico sobre esta
enmienda comienza el 25 de abril de 2016, incluye las dos (2) audiencias publicas especificadas a continuacién, y
concluye al culminar la segunda audiencia pablica el 26 de mayo de 2016. Se deben recibir todos los
comentarios sobre la Enmienda #7 al FFY 2013 —2016 STIP al concluir la audiencia el 26 de mayo de 2016.

La enmienda propuesta esta disponible para su revisién en linea en
http://www.planning.ri.gov/statewideplanning/transportation/tip.php o en el Programa de Planificacién Estatal
de R.l., One Capitol Hill, 3rd floor, Providence, RI, entre las 8:30 a.m. y las 4:00 p.m. de lunes a viernes.

Las presentaciones informativas y las audiencias publicas formales tanto para el Boceto de STIP FFY 2017 — 2025
y la Enmienda #7 al FFY 2013 —2016 STIP tendran lugar el:

Jueves, 26 de mayo de 2016 a las 2:00 p.m. Jueves, 26 de mayo de 2016 a las 6:30 p.m.

Department of Administration Department of Administration
William E. Powers Building , : William E. Powers Building
Sala de Conferencias A, 2% piso Sala de Conferencias A, 2% piso
One Capitol! Hill, Providence, RI One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI

Cada audiencia pdblica incluira la misma presentacién informativa. Todas las personas pueden presentar sus
opiniones sobre el boceto al FFY 2017-2025 STIP o la Enmienda #7 FFY 2013-2016 STIP en persona, mediante un
representante o mediante documento escrito presentado al Secretario del Consejo de Planificacién Estatal. Se
podran presentar declaraciones escritas durante las audiencias antes mencionadas o se pueden enviar por
correo a Jared L. Rhodes, Secretary (Acting), Rhode Island State Planning Council, One Capitol Hill, Providence, Ri
02908.

Individuos con discapacidades pueden acceder el lugar de las audiencias. Cualquier individuo que necesite
adaptacion de acceso razonable para poder participar en esta reunién, debera contactar a Thomas Mannock,
Ph.D al -222-6377 (voz) o #711 (Relevo de R.1.) cinco dias hdbiles antes de la reunién. Cualquier individuo que
requiera los servicios de intérprete para participar en esta reunion, debe contactar a Michael Moan al 222-1236
(voz) al menos cinco (5) dias hdbiles antes de la reunién. Cualquier individuo que requiera los servicios de
intérprete de un idioma hablado para participar en esta reunién, debe contactar a Michael Moan al (401) 222-
1236 (voz) al menos cinco (5) dias habiles antes de la reunién. La informacién sobre el horario del transporte
publico para acudir a las audlenuas publicas se puede abtener de RIPTA llamando al (401) 781-9400 o en

wWww. npta com.

R s YN

(flrmado)
Jared L. des
Secretario (Interino), Consejo de Planificacién Estatal




Attachment #2

Written comments related to the draft FFY 2017-2025 STIP



OFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER

May 23, 2016

Jared L. Rhodes, Secretary
RI State Planning Council
One Capitol Hill
Providence, RI 02908

RE: 2017 Transportation Improvement Program
~ Dear Mr. Rhodes:

I am writing to thank the State Planning Council’s TIP Review Subcommittee for acknowledging
the need for roadway infrastructure improvement in Narragansett by placing nine (9) projects on
its draft 2017 — 2025 STIP list. The roads, bridges and bike path projected in your list are all
worthy projects and notably in need of attention.

We are, however, dismayed at the omission of our two Ocean Road enhancement projects,
Mettatuxet Road reconstruction and the Bonnet Point Road causeway replacement from the list.
The relatively low-cost enhancements projected for the Ocean Road segment near the Town
Beach would have had enormous bang-for-the-buck benefits in this primary tourist area for
hundreds of thousands of visitors Narragansett receives annually from out of state. We ask that
you reconsider these two requests.

The causeway reconstruction project would have the effect of ensuring the safety of over 600
households to evacuate the Bonnet Shores neighborhood in the event of a natural disaster. On
this submittal we acknowledge that the high cost estimate makes it difficult to justify a complete
removal and reconstruction. In response we have drafted a lower cost alternative that we hope
the State Planning Council will consider as a short/medium term improvement. That application
is attached to this letter and we ask that you review and consider placing the new Bonnet Point
Road Causeway project request on the 2017 TIP program.

On behalf of the Town of Narragansett, I thank you for your consideration of our transportation
needs. Please contact Michael DeLuca, Community Development Director at 782-0602, or via
email at mdeluca@narragansettri.gov , should you or your staff need additional information.

Acting Town Manager

25 Fifth Avenue ® Narragansett, Rhode Island 02882 » (401) 782-0652




New Project Application RI

Transportation Improvement Program | AR

PROJECT INFORMATION

Contact Information
Agency/Organization Town of Narragansett

Contact Person Michael DeLuca Title Community Development Director

Mailling Address 23 Fifth Avenue

City Narragansett, RI Zip Code 02882

Phone _401-782-0602 Email _mdeluca@narragansetiri.gov

Type of Project  select all that apply

] Bridge IZI Pavement IZI Drainage 1 planning
D Traffic D Transit IZI Bicycle m Pedestrian
] Transportation Enhancement m Other Evacuation Route

Project Description
Project Title Bonnet Point Road Causeway Rehabilitation - AMENDED APPLICATION

Location by Street Name Bonnet Point Road

Project Limits - From Allagash Trail To Dunes Road

Please include an 8.5” x 11” map of the site, indicating project limits.

Provide a brief description of the proposed project:

This section of road, a Federal Aid highway, is prone to periodic flooding and associated closures.
Reclaiming and repaving of 1,850+/- feet of Bonnet Point Road between Allagash Trail and Dunes
Road. Total reconstruction of an elevated structure has been eliminated for a limited repair and
resurfacing project.

This revised project will include planning, design, permitting, and the physical repair of the causeway
road surface including installation of permeable geotextile and polypropylene geogrid base reinforcement
over the subgrade, reclaimed granular subbase material, and four (4) inches of hot asphalt applied in two
2-inch layers. It will not increase the elevation or width of the roadway.

The proposed funding will cover the estimated cost of design, permitting, and repair for the 0.35 mile
section of Bonnet Point Road and associated dredging of the southeastern corner of Wesquage Pond that
will serve to lower the water level and extend the life span of the new roadway surface.

The element of the project to fund dredging of the sand delta in the southeast corner of Wesquage Pond is
necessary to ensure the viability of this project. Successful dredging will result in a lowering of the pond
elevation by 2-3 feet. The Bonnet Shores Fire District currently has a permit to dredge a channel of 300
feet into the pond to achieve this result. The cost of this dredging project is in the $150,000 - $200,000
range and is incorporated within the cost estimate shown on page 3. The Town requests this cost be
considered as a part of the TIP project.

STATE PLANNING COUNCIL | One Capitol Hill, Providence, Rl 02908 | www.planning.ri.gov




PROJECT INFORMATION

Describe need for proposed project:

This project is needed due to the age and condition of the existing causeway which was built in the early
20th century. Documents available through the Bonnet Shores Fire District indicate the original
causeway was constructed of several thousand yards of unconsolidated fill. The make-up of that fill is
unknown. This causeway provides one of only 2 roadways for access and egress of the Bonnet Shores
neighborhood. Severe rain events in the recent past have resulted in numerous incidences of Wesquage
Pond over-topping the roadway with flood waters. Town DPW has closed the causeway in numerous
winters when the pond water has flooded over and frozen on the roadway surface making it unsafe for
vehicular travel. This condition limits access to and from a large portion of Bonnet Shores serving
upwards of 600 households. A re-constructed road will provide for improved regular and emergency
access for this densely-populated neighborhood.

The cost and effectiveness of adding fill to raise the causeway or build an elevated structure 4-6 feet
higher has been determined to be cost prohibitive. ~This alternative proposal seeks funding to repair and
repave the causeway to ensure its continued use for the next 10 - 20 years.

Describe anticipated municipal or state transportation network or economic development benefits:

Over 600 of the 900+ households in Bonnet Shores rely on this road as their primary route to and from
Boston Neck Road. As such it also serves as a primary evacuation route in the event of a hurricane.
Added to this is the reliance placed on the causeway by the Bonnet Shores Beach Club, (BSBC). The
BSBC has 930 cabanas in addition to a restaurant and other facilities that attract 2,000 - 3,000 visitors on
a typical summer day. This facility is in the process of pursuing local and state permits to install a sewer
force main to replace its current on-site sewerage treatment system. This commitment of funds along
with the site's appraised value in excess of $70 million for its tangible assets alone make the BSBC one of
the major commercial entities in the Town.

Is the project consistent with the local Comprehensive Plan? |Z| Yes [] No
Is the project on the Federal Aid System? M Yes D No
Is the project on the National Highway System? D Yes m No




Evaluation Criteria

Please address the following topics as they relate to the project. Refer to “An Overview of TIP Guiding

g Principles” for more information. Submission must not exceed 2 pages, single-spaced, 12-point font.
E 1. Mobility' Benefits 5. Supports Local and State Goals
S 2. Cost Effectiveness 6. Safety and Security

3. Economic Development 7. Equity

4. Environmental Impact

Project Estimates

Design Construction Total
Estimated Project Costs $63,100 $725,600 $788,700
g Total Cost | $788,700
g Amount Requested through TIP Process | $788,700
? Is there funding from other sources committed to this project? m Yes EI No
[
| Town TBD
Bonnet Shores Beach Club, Bonnet Shores Fire District TBD
Total] TBD

Estimated date of construction 2018

Appllcant Cerhﬁcatlon

Mmat th n Q gvided on this application is in true and accurate.
May 24, 2016

's Slgn Date
May 24,2016

Chfef %(ecu:ive Officer’s Signature Date
[4

CERTIFICATION

ALL APPLICATIONS ARE DUE BY 3:00PM ON FRIDAY, JANUARY 8, 2016




NARRAGANSETT TIP PROJECT DESCRIPTIONS - EVALUATION CRITERIA
HIGH PRIORITY — BONNET POINT ROAD — CAUSEWAY REPAIR

- Mobility Criteria

O

Travelers served — Bonnet Point Road serves as a minor arterial roadway carrying traffic between the outer
Bonnet Shores Peninsula and Route 1A. While no traffic counts are available through RIDOT, Town staif
estimates between 1,600 — 3,200 vehicle frips per day are generated by properties located in this area. This
figure more than doubles in the summer when the Bonnet Shores Beach Club (BSBC) is open to its 900+
cabana owners.

Planning staff estimates the ambient ADT to be 2,500 and the summer ADT to be 5,000.

Modes — This road carries a great deal of vehicular traffic. It also serves as a favorite bicycling and
pedestrian route and should accommodate a wider mutti-use curb lane.

Transit mobility - This area of Town supports a high percentage of elderly residents which create significant
demand for special service buses (i.e., RIPTA/Flex).

Walkability / Bikeability ~This roadway is currently less than 20 feet wide with no sidewalk or useable
shoulder. A modest widening of the lane width would significantly improve conditions for bicycling. Addition
of a sidewalk on at least one side of the road would enhance the pedestrian users safety and comfort
significantly.

Activity Centers — With its 930 cabanas, in-ground pool and restaurant ,the BSBC attracts thousands of
people on a hot summer day. Without this improvement these beach goers and the 600+ households on the
outer Bonnet peninsula would be relegated to a single access corridor on nearby Bonnet Shores Road.
Connectivity — This road segment is a key piece in the primary road loop road that serves Bonnet Shores’
2,000 + residents.

- Cost Effectiveness

O

Capital Cost —Staff estimates 5,000 trips per day of summer traffic would directly benefit from this project.
Using the figures noted above and estimating the lifespan of the causeway to be at least 15 years, the cost
per person benefitted is very low; about $10/ user. This figure does not address tourists and their guests
renting in Bonnet Shores in the summer. It would be lowered even more when this population is calculated
into the result.

Budget — The project budget anticipates removal and replacement of the paved surface over a stabilized
sub-base. This $590,000 budget is considered efficient when the safety benefits are factored into the
equation.

Infrastructure efficiency - This roadway has served as a primary route to Bonnet Shores since the 1920's.
The road base has deteriorated over time and would be exceedingly expensive to expand and elevate to
address current standards and sea level rise.

Complements other projects — Construction of the elevated roadway would allow for placement of a sewer
pipe within the structure to serve the BSBC, which is currently engaged in design and permitting for said
facility.

Resiliency —

Economic Development Impact

Employment Centers & Opportunities — Rebuilding the causeway will ensure ease of access to the BSBC
which seasonally employs 100+ individuals.

Movement of Goods — Reconstruction of this road will significantly enhance the movement of goods. Along
with Bonnet Shores Road, this road is an essential component of the primary roadway network serving
Bonnet Shores




o

Tourism — This project will vastly improve tourist access to the BSBC and the Bonnet Shores neighborhood
beach on Dunes Road along with the access trail to Bonnet Point which is a CRMC-designated right-of-way
to the water.
o Urban Services Boundary - This road is located within the USB.
Environmental Impact
Air Quality & Energy Conservation— Improved conditions will enhance use of this roadway by pedestrians
and bikers, which will translate into a small reduction in vehicle miles travelled.
Water Quality — Dredging of the outlet channel in the SE corner of the pond will allow for more frequent
flushing of the pond water therefore, reducing eutrophication and stagnation.
Protect Natural Resources /Greenways — This road will protect Wesgquage Pond by eliminating the intrusion
caused by the current causeway and including updated stormwater management components.
Support to Local and State Goals
Priority —High (1 of 4)
Comprehensive Plan —This project will respond to the goal of improving and maintaining a safe convenient
traffic circulation system and the goal to correct road deficiencies and improve traffic safety. (See
Comprehensive Plan at page 90).
State Transportation Plan - This project addresses and implements the following goals and policies from
Transportation 2035: B.2.d, B.3.a, D.1.b, D.1.d, D.2.a, D.2.d, D.2f, ED.1.a, ED.2h, ER.1.a, ER.2f, ER.3.b,
EN.1.b, En.2.d, EN.2.e, EN.2.f, EQ.1.a, EQ.2b, H.1.b, H.2.b, LU.1.c, PE. 1.b, PE. 2.3, PE.2.c, PE.3},
PL.2.g,S.1b,S.1.¢,S.2¢c,S.3.g, S4.h.
Public Support — This project was heard on December 7, 2015 and was supported by the public and the
Town Council.
Safety, Security & Tech
Enhances Safety — Project will replace a roadway that is past its useful fife with a new stabilized road
surface that will enhance safety for drivers, bikers and pedestrians.
Public Safety & Emergency Response — This roadway serves as one of only two immediate and direct
routes for emergency response vehicles into and out of the Bonnet Shores district. Fire, EMS, & Police
response is often diverted around this flooded-closed causeway resulting in delayed on scene emergency
services and extended EMS patient transports to the hospital.
Improves Evacuation Route - In its current unreliable condition due to over-flooding, and/or ice coverage,
there are many times when the road is closed to vehicular traffic. As a result, this roadway cannot be
designated as a local evacuation route.  Its replacement and associated channel dredging will improve
public safety and dramatically enhance the evacuation routes for the Bonnet Shores residents and BSBC.
Passenger safety — This will improve safety for vehicle passengers and walkers by replacing the narrow,
deteriorated surface with a new facility designed to 21t century standards. Biking safety will vastly improve.
- Equity

o Elderly and Disabled - This replaced roadway will enhance access to the transportation network for persons
aged 65 and older and those with disabilities by ensuring that a safe, secure and well-constructed roadway
is in place to serve daily and emergency travel needs.
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ENGINEERING SUCCESS TOGETHER MEMORAN DUM

Date: May 23, 2016 Job No.: 4511-2
To: Michael DeLuca
) Narragansett Director of Community Development
Cc:
From: BETA Group, Inc.
Subject: Bonnet Causeway — Reconstruction/Reinforcement Conceptual Plan & Cost Estimate

Project Summary Statement

In the spring of 2016, the Town of Narragansett submitted an application to the Rhode Island Department of
Transportation (RIDOT) for Transportation Improvement Program (TiP) funding for the replacement of the
Bonnet Shores Causeway, which carries Bonnet Point Road across and between two sections of Wesquage
Pond. The initial approach contemplated by the Town was to convert the existing fill-supported causeway
and roadway with an elevated bridge causeway between Allagash Trail to the north and the entrance to the
Bonnet Shores Beach Club to the south. The initial comprehensive cost estimate for this project (design,
permitting and construction) was $15M; the funding request for that amount was rejected.

RIDOT, however, did indicate to the Town that it would be eligible to receive some level of TIP funding to be
applied to a less comprehensive shorter-term project involving the roadway over the causeway. To that
end, the Office of Community Development requested that the Department of Pubiic Works, in conjunction
with BETA, develop a conceptual plan and construction cost estimate for reconstructing and reinforcing the
causeway section of Bonnet Shores Road.

Existing Conditions

The Bonnet Shores Causeway was constructed in the early 1920’s over dumped/placed fill material across
Wesquage Pond. It runs for =1,850 feet between the Bonnet Shores Beach Club (BSBC) driveway to the
south and Allagash Trail to the north, and carries Bonnet Point Road, an existing =21-foot wide bituminous
concrete roadway that provides access to the Bonnet Shores Beach Club and the Point section of Bonnet
Shores further to the east. Bonnet Point Road is one of only two designated emergency evaluation routes
from the Bonnet Shores neighborhood, and is therefore a critical element of the Town’s road system.

The pavement structure of the roadway consists of approximately four (4) inches of bituminous concrete
pavement over a variable-thickness sandy/gravelly granular base material; the subgrade consists of the
original fill material used to construct the causeway. The causeway has two concrete culverts that connect
the eastern and western sections of Wesquage Pond; they are intended to equalize the water elevations
between both sections of the pond.

Wesquage Pond is a tidal pond, connected to Narragansett Bay by a natural breachway just east of the
BSBC. There is an elevation control structure at the outlet from the breachway that is intended in part to
maintain the levels of Wesquage Pond below the elevation of the causeway; however, in recent years the
pond side of the breachway and the outlet control structure have been filled/buried by a significant volume
of sediment, mostly from deposition of sand carried by tidal movement through the breachway. As a result,
during even moderate storm events, water levels in the pond rise high enough to overtop and submerge the
causeway, resulting in road closures and accelerated deterioration of the roadway structure.

BETA GROUP, INC.
www.BETA-Inc.com




Michael Deluca

Narragansett Director of Community Development
May 23, 2016

Page 2 of 2

Proposed Project

The goal of the prospective reconstruction/reinforcement project is to “harden” the roadway across the
causeway to be less susceptible to structural damage when the pond water surface elevations rise to or
close to the roadway subgrade/subbase. This will be achieved by reclaiming the existing roadway pavement
structure and reconstructing the road with permeable geotextile and polypropylene geogrid base
reinforcement over the subgrade, reclaimed granular subbase material, and four inches of hot-mix asphalt
(two inches base and two inches surface). The reconstruction shall not increase the footprint (width) of the
roadway or causeway, nor shall it increase the elevation of the roadway or causeway.

It is anticipated that a separate comprehensive breachway maintenance project shall also be undertaken to
alleviate, or at least moderate, the frequency and severity of Wesquage Pond surcharging and causeway
flooding. The combination of the breachway maintenance project and hardening the causeway roadway will
enhance the durability and life cycle of the road, which is a critical element of the Town’s road system.

BSBC Participation

The BSBC is in the process of designing and permitting the installation of a seasonal sanitary sewer force
main in the causeway from its property to the Town’s Allagash Trail sanitary sewer pump station; this
project was going to include full-width resurfacing of Bonnet Point Road along the sewer service installation
area. However, in light of the potential causeway reconstruction project, the BSBC has agreed in principle to
assist the Town with its project by providing the funds that would have been allocated for the resurfacing to
the Town for use in the reconstruction/reinforcement project.

Budgetary Cost Estimate

A budgetary cost estimate for the proposed reconstruction of the causeway was prepared, based on existing
information gathered from various sources. The estimate is attached hereto; the total project cost
(including soft costs and construction costs) is approximately $590,000.

Ref: N:\4500s\4511 Narragansett Roads\Correspondences\Phase 2\Memos\Bonnet Causeway Reconstruction Memo 5-23-16.docx

BIETA
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WWW.WIwc.org

May 23, 2016

Jared L. Rhodes

Secretary (Acting)

Rhode Island State Planning Council
One Capitol Hill

Providence, RI 02908

Re: FFY 2017-2025 Draft State Transportation Improvement Program
Dear Mr. Rhodes:

'The Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council (WRW(C) is extremely disappointed
and concerned that Johnston Extension of the Woonasquatucket Greenway/Northwest Trail
from Cricket Field to Allendale Avenue was not included in the RI’s new 10-Year TTP. It seems
like an opportunity for which the time has arrived. '

For the fitst tine in histoty, all the communities in the northwest part of the state are
showing staunch support for extending the Woonasquatucket Greenway/Northwest Trail to
connect the historic mill towns along this former rail corridor. Currently, there are very few safe
places to bike and walk in this quarter of RI.

In addition, the state of RI has invested significant funds already on design and
construction for this section of bike path. The WRWC and RIDOT completed major :
improvements to Cricket Field in Johnston in 2015 using earmark funds for the Northwest Trail,
specifically to create a destination for the future bike path. In addition, RIDOT completed and
updated a preliminary design study for the next section of path using hundreds of thousands of
dollars in earmatk and state funding. We have in hand a proposal from an on-call design and
engineering firm to move the project forward to the next step immediately.

Thete is also local suppott from Johnston for this project and earmark funds ready for
use. Over 700 residents from neighbothood in Johnston where the bike path will be constructed
signed a petition or wrote letters supporting the expansion of the bike path into Smithfield.

It seems unusual, and certainly sparks out dismay, that the T'AC prioritized other paths
in the 10 year TIP that lack both existing funds and preliminary designs.

Waiting 10 years to continue work that is already underway would be the same as
wasting funds alteady spent on feasibility and design. We encourage you to rethink your decision
and add this segment to the 10 year TIP to embrace the momentum that we currently see with
the present town administrations.

Sincerely,

Alicia J. Lehrer
Executive Director
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June 1, 2016

Jared L. Rhodes

Secretary (acting)

Rhode Island State Planning Council
One Cépitol Hill

Providence, R1 02908

Dear Mr. Rhodes,

The Woonasquatucket River Watetshed Council (WRWC) respectfully submits the
following comments on the STIP for Federal 2017-2025.

Our Providence TIP submission titled: Notrthwest Bike Trail/ Woonasquatucket River
Greenway: Providence Woonasquatucket Greenway Cotridor Enhancements is currently
ranked as a high priority by the Transportation Advisory Committee. This project will
include the development of a higher quality extension of the Fred Lippitt
Woonasquatucket River Greenway bike path that provides a safer connection along

Promenade and Kinsley Avenue between downtown Providence, the westside of the
City and Olneyville Square. Through the STIP, RIDOT has allocated $4.1 M for years
2017-2020 and another $1.88M for years 2021-2025.

We are requesting that the $1.88M shown for yéars 2021-2025 be moved up to 2020 to
accommodate full construction of this project in a more reasonable timeframe.

We thank you for your consideration of our request. Please don’t hesitate to contact me
if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Alicia J. Lehrer 7
Executive Ditector
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Prarag Argawal, Associate Director
Rhode Island State Planning Council
One Capital Hill
Providence, Rhode Island 02908
May 23, 2016
Dear Mr. Argawal,

Our organization takes this opportunity to compliment all involved in the arduous task to
prepare the 580 page Transportation Improvement Plan. Certainly, a compliment to the
municipalities and citizens who have had to decipher this document. Several concerns, which
we describe as omissions, include the following.

If read correctly, there is no reference for commuter rail being extended in South County to
Kingstown and Westerly. If our state participates in the national effort to reduce the
dependency on petroleum, which involves the automobile, we must continue to extend our
commuter rail. The attached letter which we have sent to our South County legislators as
well as the South County Tourism Council Director, Myma George, who also sent a letter to
the Governor soliciting their leadership to achieve this goal. Meanwhile, Connecticut is
working to extend their Shore Line Train to Rhode Island, and a third rail is presently being
installed at the Kingston Station to assist in maintaining Acela efficiency. LETS NOT BE
THE STATE THAT DROPS THE BALL TO ACHIEVE A NETWORK OF COMMUTER
RAIL FROM NEW YORK TO BOSTON.

We understand the national concern for restoration of infrastructure. Economic development is
also a powerful voice being heard in our state's planning objectives. Unfortunately building
bike paths, a major contributor to our tourism industry is being ignored in this TIP document.
Meanwhile Connecticut is soon to award a bike path contract which will bring the East Coast
Greenway to our state line. Lets complete the Trestle Trail, our link to Connecticut. I have
included an article which recently appeared in the Providence Journal regarding the national
economic success of building bike and pedestrian paths.

Supposedly the defense of this omission of bike paths is lack of funding. Meanwhile, the
$17m Federal Tiger grant for the light rail project in Providence is now being reconfigured
for a bus route. It is difficult to grasp how all of this money would be spent to construct only
a “bus route”. It would appear that major consultant contracts would be awarded to expedite
this expenditure of dollars which seems to contradict the recent Providence Journal article
about RIDOT's excessive consultant spending? Prioritizing infrastructure is understandable.
Waste of money is no excuse for lack of dollars to build bike paths.

Please help Governor Raimondo work toward achieving her goals to expand a unique quality
of life in our wonderful state. This is what attracts business to achieve job growth and also

encourages our young people to stay in our state and become leaders in making Rhode Island
a major player in the north-east.

Sincerely, 0% //

Bob Votava, Executive Director
CC: Jack Reed, Senator

Sheldon Whitehouse, Senator
David Cicilline, Congressman
James Langevin, Congressman
Gina Raimondo, Governor
Peter Alviti, RIDOT Director
Janet Coit, RIDEM Director
Ed Achorn, Providence Journal
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Winston Stadig
Co-Founder

DOT Watch, Inc.

Dot-Watch
481 Post Road
Wakefield, Rl 02879
{401) 7838885

May 9, 2016

Dear South County State Senators, Representatives, and Town Managers,

Now that RIDOT has prepared their ten year transportation plan (approximately
480 pages), we have noticed that South County towns have not requested
expanding commuter rail in this part of the state. However, there is a request for a
Pawtucket train station.

In terms of priority, over the past decades, there has been movement to bring
commuter rail south. First, the new airport station in Warwick, then the new
Wickford station, and supposedly Kingstown and Westerly are next. Certainly are
organization as well as Myrna George at the South County Tourism Council have
contacted the Governor to bring the train south. However, with the re-birth of
Pawtucket, they have campaigned for a stop in their city, unfortunately they don't
have a building or funding for the project. This means many years before service
could be in place.

Both Kingstown and Westerly have a station and are ready to accept service.
Meanwhile, Connecticut is thinking about bringing the Shore Line Train up to the
Rhode Island line. This would complete a network of commuter rail from Boston
to New York City. In Kingstown, a third track is being constructed to allow the
Acela to move more efficiently. Meanwhile there is important investment taking
place in Westerly which is generating a loud drumbeat. Help bring commuter rail
south to Kingstown and Westerly. Please contact the Governor and voice your
concern, and have this put on the ten year plan.

- e

Bob Votava,

Executive Director
CC:  Jack Reed, Senator

Sheldon Whitehouse, Senator
James Langevin, Congressman
David Cicilline, Congressman
Ed Achorn, Providence Journal
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MY TURN BOB VOTAVA

Bike paths pay off
for Rhode Island

conomic developmentisa

top priority for most towns

and cities, Though com-~
munities might like to attract a Jarge
company, they have discovered
that bike and pedestrian paths are
important economic generators for
tourist dollars. In addition, these
paths pay dividends by promoting
exercise, good health, beautification
and appreciation of thelandscape.

One example is the former Flagler
Rail Line, which once conmected
Miami to Key West, Fla, it was built
to take people to the Key West ferry
to Cuba, Hurricane damage ended
the rail use and it was converted
to an autoroute. After new traffic
bridges were built, some sections
of therail bridge sat abandoned
until about a decade ago, when local
officials recognized their potential
for a bike path that would stimulate
economic development. ltisnow
in construction and will be the Iast
south-bound leg of the East Coast
Greenway, which starts in Calais,
Maine, and connects major sea~
board cities, including Providence.

Closer tohome is
N.Y., where atwo-track aban-
doned rafl bridge over the Hudson
River now serves pedestrians and
cyclists. The bridge is called “Walk
Across the Hudson,™ and it has
boosted tourism. Philadelphiaused
afederal grant to build a $17 million
bike boardwalk over the Schuylkill
River as part of the Schuylkill Banks
River Trail. London is considering a
multimillion-dollar floating walk-
‘way in the Thames.

Everybody, it seems, has heard -
of the HighLine in New York City,
anabandonedelevated freight rail
viaduct that stood ahandoned for
many decades, Former Mayor Rudy
Ginliani wanted totear it down.
Thanks to the wisdom of citizens,
it was saved and furned into a park,
with Mayor Michael Bloomberg's
support. It mimics an elevated train
line in Paris that was converted into
apark several decades ago, called
the Promenade Plantee, whichgoes
from the new operahouse out to
the Park Vincennes. It is a major
tourist draw to abeattiful Parisian
neighborhood.

Giventhe success of the High
Line, afourth section is nowbeing
completed that will take people
tothe Convention Center on 34th
Street. This project hasbecome

the second-highest tourist draw in
the city. Inaddition, New York has
just completed the $61.8 million

reconstruction of the elevated High

the Bronx. This architectural gem
sat abandoned for over four decades
before local officials recogmzed’that
it could serve as amajor economic
generator as a pedestrian bike path
connecting communities.

Herein Rhode Island, the Wil-
liam O'Neill South County Bike
Path, which connects the Kingston
Amntrak station to Wakefield (and
soan the beaches in Narragansett),
is amajor economic development
success stary. 1995, the project
was suggested by state Sen. William
O'Neill on the sbandoned Narra-~
gansett Pier rail easemnent, and the
state Department of Transportation
usedfederal funds tobuild it. Itis
the town’s most heavily used park
and a major tourist draw.

Thanks to theleadership of
former Gov. Lincoln Chafee and
former DOT Director Michael
Lewis, the old masonry Washing-
‘ton Bridge on Route 195 between
Providence and East Providencé has
been restored and converted into
apedestrisnbikepathcalledthe
George Redman Linear Park, It was
recently dedicated by Gov. Gina
Raimondo and Janet Coit, director
of the Department of Environmen-
tal Management, and named fora
longtime environmental activist.
Construction onthe Providence
Bike Pedestrian Bridge is scheduled
tobegin socm. That will be another
success story for Rhode Island.

Asstate legislators fine-tune the
recentlyimveiled 10-yeartranspor-
tation plan, they should prioritize
bike path and pedestrian projects.
Transportation dollars can generate
economic development. Since Gov-
ernor Raimondois a cyelist, Thope
she will take note of this economic
generator that can improve the
quality oflife here in Rhode Island
by building on gur state’s incredible

-assets,

— Bob Votava (bobvotava@mac.
com)is qretired architect who
worked in the New York may-
or’s Office of Development. He

1s chairman of the Friends of the
Willlam C. O’Neill South Cotmty
Bike Path.




May 24, 2016

Mr. Jared L. Rhodes

Secretary (Acting)

Rhode Island State Planning Council
One Capitol Hiti

Providence, Rl 02908

Dear Mr. Rhodes:
Re: Public Comment on ID 5089 SOUTH COUNTY BIKE PATH EXTENSION

This Jetter is in response to State of Rhode Island Transportation Improvement Program FY 2017-2025
Public Review Draft - April 25, 2016 as posted on the http://www.planning.ri.gov/ for public review and
comment.

On behalf of the Friends of the William C. O’Neill South County Bike Path, we are commenting on:
ID 5089 SOUTH COUNTY BIKE PATH EXTENSION
on page 316 under Transportation Alternatives Program.

On January 7, 2016, we submitted a New Project Application for the FY2017-2025 Transportation
Improvement Plan titled Completion of the South County Bike via Canonchet Farm, Narragansett, R.I. A
similar application, though described with less detail, was included in the Town of Narragansett TIP
submission as a High Priority. These two submissions followed a R.l. Department of Transportation
presentation before the Narragansett Town Council on December 7, 2015 of:

FEASIBILITY STUDY

SOUTH COUNTY BIKE PATH - PHASE 4

CANONCHET FARM EXTENSION
NARRAGANSETT/SOUTH KINGSTOWN BICYCLE FACILITY
RHODE ISLAND CONTRACT NO. 89111

The study provided a thorough review of seven possible routes (both off-road and on-road) to complete
the bike path. (A similar study was done in 2000.)

In its regular meeting immediately following the presentation the Narragansett Town Council voted to
maintain its earlier recommendation that the bike path be completed using an off-road route through
Canonchet Farm.

We are pleased to see that the work on the path completion is in the Highway Maintenance Account in
the first four years of the plan.

However, the description of the project as “evaluation of on-road and off-road alternatives for the final
segment of the William C. O'Neill (South County Bike Path) to Narragansett Town Beach” is not
acceptable. The alternatives already been evaluated. Twice. The description creates an opening for
another round of study and delay.




Rhode Island State Planning Council May 24, 2016
Comment on FY2017-2025 TIP, ID 5089 Page 2

The $1.62 million allocated for FY2017 and FY2018 should be used for design and permitting of the off-
road route through Canonchet Farm. The project should be described accordingly to remove any
ambiguity:

Design and construction of the final segment of the William C. O'Neill (South County Bike Path)
to Narragansett Town Beach using an off-road route through Canonchet Farm.

Such a description would communicate readiness and commitment and be helpful in securing funding
from other public and private sources.

We also recommend that the title of the project be changed to “South County Bike Path Completion,”
as the project is not to extend an already completed bike path, but to finish development of this
valuable state transportation and recreation asset.

We realize that the title and project description may be holdovers from previous TIPs carried forward for
convenience, but they should not stand.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.

Sincerely,

DU Guumass i
David and Rosemary Smith

24 Castle Road

Narragansett, Rl 02882

401 783-5344
dsmithmark@cox.net

Copies:
Bob Votava, Friends of the William C. O’Neill South County Bike Path

R.l. Legislators

Sen. Mark Gee, R.l. Senate District 35

Rep. Carol Hagan McEntee, R.1. House District 33
Sen. James Sheehan, R.l. Senate District 36

Sen. Susan Sosnowski, R.l. Senate District 37
Rep. Teresa Tanzi, R.l. House District 33

Town of Narragansett

Town Council

lJeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager

Michael Deluca, Director of Community Development




=\ RHODE ISLAND BICYCLE COALITION

May 26, 2016
To: Members of the Rhode Island Transportation Advisory Committee

From: Alex Krogh-Grabbe
Executive Director, Rhode Island Bicycle Coalition

Dear members of the TAC:

The RI Bicycle Coalition has been paying close attention as the 2017-2025 Transportation Improvement Plan has
been in development, and we would like to provide comment as you consider the approval of the draft plan
today.

The Bike Coalition was supportive of the RhodeWorks proposal because the resulting increase in funding for the
Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) was significant. However, this increase has still only resulted in four
bike projects that are scheduled to be constructed in the next ten years: Blackstone River Bikeway Segments
8A, 8C, and 8B-1 (all in Woonsocket), and the two bridges (not even the paving) of the final section of the Trestle
Trail in Coventry.

Disparity of Pedestrian and Bicycle

‘ . . L . Mode Share, Fatalities, and Fundin
Furthermore, this plan's funding of bike and pedestrian infrastructure is even &

more out of step with usage than the national average. Nationally, 11.4% of

all trips are taken by bike or by foot, 14.9% of all roadway fatalities are 12%

pedestrians & bicyclists, but only 2.1% of transportatior{ funding goes to 10%

projects designed for these users. In our four-year TIP, only 1.9% of funding ::

goes to TAP. We must increase that number if we want to reverse the ]

financially and environmentally unsustainable dependence on motor vehicle ;: % |
transportation. ™ comrnes (oo,

bicycleoronfoot ;0 pedestrlans  funding goss o bleycling

One reason the Bike Coalition nonetheless found it palatable to support ,.m.,:....mm,.m.,.,m.,m::::l:;m it
RhodeWorks was that we expected that all of the bridge & paving projects

consuming the bulk of the funding would be constructed with complete streets in mind. if you're not familiar with
the term, “complete streets” means streets that are built to be safe and comfortable for all road users, with the
inclusion of sidewalks, bike lanes, and real transit accommodation in addition to basic motor vehicle striping.
However, it is concerning to us that the phrase “complete streets” only appears twice in the draft TIP. If we want
to build a transportation network in our state that makes people and jobs want to locate here, we cannot

continue dismissing vulnerable road users as an aberration when we design our streets.

While the most obvious shovel-ready bike projects around the state, as well as several vital bike improvements in -
the City of Providence and on Aquidneck Island are present in the draft plan, beyond that we are disappointed
with how statewide bike priorities were included or not included. Eight bike projects included in the previous TIP
were completely omitted from this draft plan, and a critical segment of the Blackstone River Bikeway through
Central Falls prioritized as “high” in our submission is also absent.

www.ribike.org | info@ribike.org | PO Box 2454 | Providence, RI 02906 | 401-297-2153
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A few final notes about process:

* | know the Bike Goalition is not alone in frustration about the timetable forced on municipal and other
submitters by the late release of RIDOT's recommendations last fall. That imbalance was too much like
the historical practice of back-room decisions and token public meetings that RIDOT is known for. if the
new RIDOT administration truly seeks to change those perceptions of the agency, that timetable must be
more collaborative in the future.

* In this transition year to a ten-year TIP, there were a few confusions that are worth mentioning here. First,
in subcommittees, a “low” prioritization was interpreted more like “do not recommend” than like an
overflow “medium” prioritization. Had that interpretation been clearer before submissions were due, we
would have submitted many more projects with “low” priority and upgraded all our “lows” to “mediums”.

« In general, the subcommittee decision-making process could be made much more objective. In
meetings | attended, prioritization was often made merely by members' statement of their personal
priority, which usually met with no comment or at least unfamiliarity from other members. Perhaps
greater education about the universe of potential’f, projects before the decision-making meetings would

help.

In sum, if we wish to increase the proportion of Rhode Islanders who get around by bike, we must stop treating
this mode choice as an “alternative” and instead consider it an equally valid transportation decision. As Rhode
Island is particularly vulnerable to climate change, it is our responsibility to change the conversation to
encourage more sustainable transportation decisions such as bicycling. In the Transportation 2035 plan, we
articulated a multimodal vision for the state. This TIP does not put us adequately on track for that vision, and we
encourage future updates of the TIP to include a more fair funding allocation.

Thank you,

Alex Krogh-Grabbe
Executive Director, Rhode Island Bicycle Coalition.

www.ribike.org | info@ribike.org | PO Box 2454 | Providence, Rl 02906 | 401-297-2153



State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantutions

@ofin of Johmston

Rocheri' V’ Russo ' May 23, 2016 | |
District 4 20177 - 2005 Johnstc}:, iﬁlﬁ?z iland 02919
Amendment #7 to the FFY 2013-2616 STIP Tel: (401) 233-9099
Jared L. Rhodes
Secretary (Acting)
Rhode Island State Planning Council
One Capitol Hill

Providence, Rl 02908
Dear Mr. Rhodes:

I am writing to show my support for the extension of the Woonasquatucket River
Greenway through the Town of Johnston. Mayor Polisena asked that the
Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council meet with a small group of residents at the
end of Lyman Avenue and the Tyler Avenue area who were opposed to having the bike
path go behind their homes on land that is owned by National Grid or go on road in front
of their homes on Lyman Avenue due to various issues.

The WRWC reached a compromise with the residents where we will focus on
completing the bike path off road from Cricket Field to Allendale Avenue and will
continue on road in North Providence connecting Lyman Avenue with a bridge over the
Woonasquatucket River. This compromise will provide access to the residents in North
Providence and to commuters from R] College to downtown Providence.

Over 700 Johnston residents have written letters or signed a petition indicating
that they are excited and support the continuation of the bike path into Smithfield. The
Northwestern part of the state is lacking safe routes to bike, jog and walk. For the first
time in history, there is support from all of the in the Northwestern towns to design the
expansion of the Northwest Bike Path through the towns of Johnston, Smithfield, North
Smithfield and Burrillville. ’

Earmark funding of 1.5 million dollars has been allocated to this effort to design
this next phase. We are strongly requesting that the funding that is designated for this
purpose, not be reallocated to another RIDOT project and that we move forward with
the project as the money was intended.

Thank you for the consideration.

Very truly yours,
U
éoge# K’; Russo

President — Johnston Town Council

« €D 180C




State nf Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
(GENERAL ASSEMBLY

May 26, 2016

VIA HAND DELIVERY

Rhode Island State Planning Council
One Capitol Hill
Providence, RI 02908-5870

To the Rhode Island State Planning Council:
It is with great frustration and disappointment that we hereby submit for the hearing record this letter

strongly objecting to the FFY 2017-2025 Draft State Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), which is
scheduled for public hearing today, Thursday, May 26, 2016.

The timeline set forth in the TIP for addressing projects we consider crucial to the future success of East
Providence—such as Waterfront Drive, the 1-195 Interchange, and the Extension of the Ten Mile River
Greenway—is simply unsatisfactory to us and to the residents of East Providence whom we’re honored
to represent.

Even worse, the repaving of Pawtucket Avenue—a state managed roadway about which we’ve
previously written to urge a priority status (see enclosure)—is not scheduled to occur for many years to
come. Given this dreadful determination, we must ask with all sincerity: Does the Draft TIP even
attempt to address the immediate and ongoing safety/vehicular concerns we’ve continued to raise to
RIDOT and others, both in public and in private? It would seem that the answer is a resounding, “NO.”

Kindly ensure this letter and enclosures are included as part of the formal hearing record today,
Thursday, May 26"’, the scheduled timing of which is disappointing to all of us, as well as to our
constituents—the vast majority of whom work for a living, and in any case should not be compelied to
take time out of their busy schedules in order to voice their objection to such a blatantly flawed plan.

As taxpayers, we all deserve better than this.

Sincerely, %&—/
Sen. Daniel Da Ponte Rep” Katherine S. Kazarian Rep. Gregg Amore
D. 14 (E. Providence) D. 63 (E. Providence) ~ D. 65 (E. Providence)
‘ 4]
Sen. Willia ley, Jr. Rep. Helio Melo
D. 18 (E. Provieefice, Pawtucket) D. 64 (E. Providence)

Encl. November 2, 2015 letter to DOT Director Alviti
December 18, 2015 response letter from DOT Director Alviti

StaTE House ProvIDENCE RHODE IsLanDp 02903




State of Rhode Island and Provideuce Plantations
(GENERAL ASSEMBLY

November 2. 2015

Peter Alviti. Jr. P.E.

Dircctor, R Department of Transportation
Two Capitol Hill
Providence, R1 02903

-

Dear Director Alviti.

As you are aware, the districts we represent cover substantial portions of East
Providence. In recent manths. each ol us has been inundated with complaints regarding
the deplorable condition of Pawtucket Avenue—a state managed roadway and the
primary thoroughlare which residents must traverse to get tfrom Point A~ to-Point B in the
City. In shor, Pawtucket Ave. might otherwise be referred o as “Townie Highway.™

In order to be responsive to our constituents’ safety aud vehicular concerns, we are
writing to jointly and respectfully request that the Depavtment provide us with a
detailed update on RIDOT’s plans for repairing and resurfacing Pawtucket Avenue
in East Providence,

As state legislators. we certainly appreciate the ovenvhelming demand for improvement
of our state’s roadways. However, we must insist that a priority status for Pawiucket
Ave, is truly warranted. due to the level ol deterioration that both we and many, many
city residents see and “feel” on a daily basis,

Thank vou in advance for your timely consideration of this request. Please know that we
will make ourselves available 1 lurther discuss this maiter if you should have any
concerns.

Sincercly Yours,

Do D 2L, lhtiseHpma

Senator Daniel Da Ponte  Representative Gregp Amore  Representative Katherine Kazarinn
D. 14 - East Providence  D. 63 - East Providence D. 63 - East Providence

Stare House Provipence Ruope Istano 02903




OT QFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

Driven fo get you there
gery Department of Transportation

Two Capitol Hill
Pravidence, Rl 02903

Fax  401-222-2086
) www.dot.ri.gov
Senator Danial DaPonte

District 14 - East Pravidence
Slate House
Providence. Rhode island 02803

Subject: Pavement Condition of Pawtucket Avenue {Route 103, Rout 114 and Route 1A
From Willett Avenue (Route 103} to City of Pawlucket
Schedule for Upcoming Repairs to Pawtucket Avenue

Honorable Senaior DaFonle,

Thank you for the November 2, 2015 letier bringing attention to the pavement condition of Pawtucket

Avenue in the City of East Providence. As you know, Pawiucket Avenue begins as Route 103 at the

intersection with Willett Avenue and extends nonh to the border with the City of Pawiucket pecoming
mréons of Route 114 and Route 1A along the way.

Using an asset management approach and wilh current funding levels, the Depariment has developet
a 10 Year Paving Pipeline that utilizes an objective method {pavement condition, surface type and
raffic volumes) to plan and schedule future resurfacing projects. Based on anticipated funding, the
following table shows various seclions of Pawtucket Avenue that are included in Roadworks program
for resurfacing:

Eeqgin End Year io be Paved
Newport Ave (Rt 1A) Beverage Hill Ave 2016 ‘
Warren Ave (LS-6) Taunton Ave (US-44) 2023
Alincks Point Ave Wampannag Tr (Pt 114) 2024

The proposed 10 Year Plan can be accessed on our websile. Comments on the proposed 10 Year
Paving Pipeline may be submitted through the Divisinn of Plamning {(www.planning.ri.gov), as this is
the process for approval of all Federal funds. The condition of all Stale roads will be evaluated every
year and the 10 Year Paving Pipeline will be updated as welt. Should you have any questions or
require additional information please contact me.

Sihegrely,

AASX

fer V. Alvits, Jr, P.E.
Director
Rhode Island Depariment of Transpartation




Broad Street Regeneration Initiative 2.0
c/o Blackstone Valley Tourism Council Inc
175 Main Street
Pawtucket, Rl 02860
401 724 2200

May 25, 2016

T0: . Rhode Island Transportation Advisory Council
Rhode Island Division of Statewide Planning

FROM: Broad Street Business Community
: Pawtucket, Central Falls and Cumberland

We, the undersigned, support the $11.45 million requested in the Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) for the Broad Street Regeneration Program 2.0 to re-pave, re-
drain and re-design to a higher standard this important corridor.

This community and regional based regeneration effort impacts the community, social and
economic development of the cities of Pawtucket and Central Falls and the town of
Cumberland. o '

Broad Street, the three-mile road from Main Street in Pawtucket to Mendon Road in
Cumberland, has important small business and culturally ethnic implications that will have a
positive benefit on the municipalities and the region, now America’s 402™ National
Historical Park, recognized for being the birthplace of America’s Industrial Revolution.

The first Broad Street Regeneration Project began in 2009. It saw a successful effort in
banding together the small businesses, cultural organizations and the creation of new small
businesses through this unique collaboration.

Now, with plans by Pawtucket and Central Falls underway for a proposed commuter rail
hub, along with using the Broad Street corridor as a major access point to social, cultural
and visitor destinations, and intermodal connections to the Biackstone River Bikeway in
Cumberland, and in the Blackstone River Valley itself, this project is vital for the long-range
business sustainability of regional development.

We respectfully urge approval of this funding, as it is a vital, long-term investment in the
future of our communities and its residents.

Since ely,
hn Gregory,l Pre?&f&f/
_Northern Rhode Island Chamber of Commerce

4., President
Blackstone Valley Touris




Broad Street Regeneration Initiative 2.0
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Linda Weisinger, Executive Director
Pawtucket/Central Falls Citizens Development Group

J rodie, Executive Director
Pawtucket Foundation

TtmD er, Vice President, Marketing
Navigant Credit Union Central Falls
. \\‘-

Louis Yip ident, Tai-O Corporation
Broad Street Business Owner Pawtucket

Angelina Melo, Proprietor
Colonial Bakery
185 Broad Street, Cumberland

SeeCe
Sandra Cano, Owner

-Lleras, Grille, LLC
1252 Broad Street, Central Falls

Russell Long, Owner

Subway Central Falls
310 Broad Street

>Page 2




Gardia pnsurance
539 Broad Street
Central Falls,-RI 02863

“

Cristtari Tabares, Owner
La Casona Restaurant
768 Broad Street
Central Falls, Rl 02863

“Maria Defiizard, £wner

Le Femme Salon .
180 Broad Street
Cumbertand, Ri 02864
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THE CASE FOR OPTION #2
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An Analysis of Options #1, #2 and #3

Below is the RIDOT response of 2/14/2014 to a 138 PAC requeston 2/10/2014 for additionalinformation on
the three options presented to committee on 12/10/2013.

BETA investigated options for installing an opposing left hand turn lane for the left turns into South Road and
OId North Road. Each of the options (including the current configuration in the draft 90% plans) requires some
land taking. As discussed at the last PAC meeting, Options #1 & #2 were dismissed due to insufficient room to
develop taper and stacking lengths necessary to meet design standards ond to reflecta natural driving

path. Since there is not enough room for vehicles to adequately position themselves in the turn lane, movement
in the through travel lane will be impacted. Attached for your information is a more in-depth discussion on the
evaluation.

We support Beta’s recommendation to implement Option #3 because it seems to best accommodate the needs
expressed by the committee members in past meetings. Since we do not consider, Options #1 & #2 to be
suitable, it doesn’t seem necessary to further analyze the land taking areas associated with them. Irecognize
your concern for how such changes would affect the taking area for the individual properties you listed. The
good news is...of the three options investigated, Option #3 requires the least amountof additional land taking
area compared to the others.

Although we concur with the explanation as to why dedicated opposing left hand turn lanes cannot be
included in the final design we disagree with the conclusion that Option #3 is the only viable choice. After
reviewing all three options in more depth we would rank them in the following orderin regards to the benefit
each brings to the village — 2/1/3. Encapsulated assessments would describe them as follows: the addition of a
bypass lane at the intersection of 138 and South Rd. for northbound vehicles on South Rd. in #3 is the only
change to the current 90% design; #1 can best be described as trying to stuff 101bs. of designin a5 Ib. bag;
leaving #2 as the choice with the greatest potential for adding value to this project. The following slides explain
our position.

Note: The details shown oneach slide are explained in the notes pages.

An Analysis of Options #1, #2 and #3

Below is the RIDOT response of 2/14/2014 to a 138 PAC request on 2/10/2014 for additional information
on the three options presented to committee on 12/10/2013.

BETA investigated options for installing an opposing left hand turn lane for the left turns into South Road
and Old North Road. Each of the options (including the current configuration in the draft 90% plans)
requires some land taking. As discussed at the last PAC meeting, Options #1 & #2 were dismissed due to
insufficient room to develop taper and stacking lengths necessary to meet design standards and to reflect a
natural driving path. Since there is not enough room for vehicles to adequately position themselves in the
turn lane, movement in the through travel lane will be impacted. Attached for your information is a more
in-depth discussion on the evaluation.

We support Beta’s recommendation to implement Option #3 because it seems to best accommodate the
needs expressed by the committee members in past meetings. Since we do not consider Options #1 & #2 to
be suitable, it doesn’t seem necessary to further analyze the land taking areas associated with them. |
recognize your concern for how such changes would affect the taking area for the individual properties you
listed. The good news is...of the three options investigated, Option #3 requires the least amount of
additional land taking area compared to the others.

Although we concur with the explanation as to why dedicated opposing left hand turn lanes cannot be
included in the final design we disagree with the conclusion that Option #3 is the only viable choice. After
reviewing all three options in more depth we would rank them in the following order in regards to the
benefit each brings to the village — 2/1/3. Encapsulated assessments would describe them as follows: the
addition of a bypass lane at the intersection of 138 and South Rd. for northbound vehicles on South Rd. in
#3 is the only change to the current 90% design; #1 can best be described as trying to stuff 10 Ibs. of
design in a 5 Ib. bag; leaving #2 as the choice with the greatest potential for adding value to this project.
The following slides explain our position.




Route 138/108 Intersection and Sidewalk to Robert’s Court
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A. Route 138/108 Intersection and Sidewalk to Robert’s Court

1. Option #2 puts into direct alignment the Eastbound and Westbound travel fanes of
138 at the intersection with 108 eliminating the “joggles” which Options #1 and # 3 have
and which been a feature of every design going back to the beginning of this project. It
also creates a more defined dedicated right turn only lane for E-bound traffic heading
south on 138.

2. The amount of land taking, shown now to be 2734 sq. ft., could be reduced by
approximately 1000 sq. ft. to around 1750 sq. ft. if the sidewalk servicing Robert’s Court
ended at the crosswalk spanning 138 as shown here. In fact this was the BETA design in
May, 2008 on Signing & Striping Plan No. 28. It would require an “ali-red” phase with
countdown timer of the signalization to allow a handicapped person(s) to cross but
would place pedestrians on the north side of 138 which is apt to be their preferred
option with access to the Kingston Free Library, the U.S. Post Office, URI, two churches,
and the Emporium. We also think activation of this “all-red” phase will be a rare
occasion.




Land Taking

B. Land Taking

Now is the time to invite the owners of the three lots most affected by Option #2 - AP
23-3 Lot 41, AP 24-4 Lots 1 and 2, and the owner of the business on AP 23-3 Lot 40 into
the S.K. Planning Office to explain where we're at and what we're trying to do here. If
they concur then another box has been checked off, but if they have objections it would
certainly be to everyone’s advantage to find what they are and see if they can be
resolved now, instead of months from now, or in court, which would push the
construction start date out even further than it already is.




Turning Movements at Old North and South Roads

County Ad,
Barrington, Ri

P

Route 2,
NorthKingstown, Rl

C. Turning Movements at Old North and South Roads

1. Even without defined turning bays, the 10 ft. wide median (whether striped, cobbled
or stamped concrete) which this realignment creates on both entrance points of the Old
North/South Rd. intersection definitively separates the E and W travel lanes of 138, and
in and of itself provides a “crossover space” for queued vehicles waiting to turn onto Old
North or South Rd. It should include left turn arrows for both E and W bound vehicles.

2. Traffic volumes in the village center increase exponentially when URI is in session with
vehicles travelling to and from campus. Likewise, the instances when westbound and
eastbound vehicles on 138 turn onto Old North Rd. simultaneously also increase.
Because of this it may be better to show the turning movement of the eastbound vehicle
using the left lane, leaving the right lane for westbound vehicles. This is also the case
today for vehicles on South Rd. which “shoot across” 138 onto Old North Rd.




Parking - The Village Well - Existing Brick Sidewalk - Cyclists
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D. Parking - The Village Well - Existing Brick Sidewalk - Cyclists

1. The realignment of the eastbound travel lane(s) in Option #2 also creates 2 to 3 new
parking spaces for the village on the south side of 138 in front of Tavern Hall.

2. Alithough Option #2 necessitates cutting back the well island approximately 4 ft. to
accommodate the lane realignment, the revered village well structure will remain where
it is today.

3. There is no need for a new sidewalk on the south side of 138 from the Kingston Hill
Store parking lot to the crosswalk at the village well. The meandering existing brick
sidewalk is sufficient. ‘

4. If there isn’t enough room at the two bump-outs for cyclists to ride alongside traffic
then signs such as the one shown above will need to be posted.




Conclusion

The additional 1000 sq. ft. of land needed for Option #2 provides many
advantages over the other two choices. The symmetry of Option #2 will
make this section of the reconstruction ascetically more pleasing and
functional at the same time, traits which are certain to be appreciated
when the projectis finally completed.

E. Conclusion

The additional 1000 sq. ft. of land needed for Option #2 provides many advantages over
the other two choices. The symmetry of Option #2 will make this section of the
reconstruction ascetically more pleasing and functional at the same time, traits which
are certain to be appreciated when the project is finally completed.
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PROVIDENCE

Downtown
IMPROVEMENT
District

June 13, 2016

Mr. Parag Agrawal

Secretary of Rhode Island State Planning Commission
One Capitol Hill

Providence RI 02508

Dear Mr. Agrawal,

On behalf of the Providence Downtown Improvement District, representing all
the property owners in downtown Providence, | want to voice our strong
support for a section of the program of work being established through the
Rhode Island State Transportation Program (STIP).

The City of Providence submitted a new project entitled “I-95 Downtown
Overpass Enhancement Project” for inclusion in the STIP . This was not allocated
any funding through the STIP, however, RIDOT has indicated that the issues
listed in the City of Providence’s new project application, including restriping,
traffic lane reconfiguration, sidewalk widening and other streetscape
enhancements, will be evaluated as part of their work to extend the useful
service life of the I-95 overpass structures for which they have allocated
$11.54M from years 2018-2020 (BRIDGE GEROUP 01). This project will inciude
Washington, Broadway, Broad and Westminster bridges over I-95. On behalf of
the Providence Downtown Improvement District, | request that the STIP include
elements of the City’s “I-95 Downtown Overpass.Enhancement project” within
the scope of work for Bridge Group 1 and urge RIDOT to begin to work with the
City as soon as possible to generate initial ideas to make the overpasses safer
and more attractive for pedestrlans and blcychsts

These overpasses are major I|nks between the rapldly growing West Side of the
City and downtown Providence. To make the overpasses all the more safe and
attractive for people to use, will enhance economic vitality in the Capital City.

Thank you for your consideration.

Yours truly,
(,.,,_."
y e C W 72\&
Frank P. LaTorre
Senior Director
Providence Downtown Improvement District

3]




Miyor of Providence

Jorge O. Elorza
May 24, 2016

Mr. Parag Agrawal

Secretary of the Rhode Island State Planning Council
One Capitol Hill

Providence, Rl 02908

Dear Mr. Agrawal,

Thank you for your partnership in advancing so many important projects throughout the City of Providence to
be constructed over the next several years, and for the opportunity to help shape the program of work through
the Rhode Island State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). After careful review of the STIP for federal
fiscal years 2017-2025, | submit the following comments on behalf of the City of Providence for your
consideration.

The STIP includes a project titled “Dudley Street Connector”, which involves the construction of a new roadway,
with sidewalks and handicapped compliant ramps, between Allens Avenue and Eddy Street. in our rankings of
projects that were submitted to Statewide Planning, the City ranked this project as low priority. Despite this low
ranking, RIDOT has allocated $3M to this project for years 2017-2018. On behalf of the City of Providence, |
request that this project be put on hold and that further discussions take place between RIDOT, the City of
Providence, and RIPTA to determine how this project can better advance the Downtown Enhanced Bus
Corridor project and if there is an opportunity to reduce the three-million dollar project budget in order to
allocate funding to one of the higher priority Transportation Alternatives projects that have been identified by
the City, but which have not received adequate or timely funding from through the STIP.

The STIP includes a project titled “Allens Avenue Arterial Traffic Signal Improvements”, which involves signal
improvements to the Allens Avenue corridor. In our rankings of projects that were submitted to Statewide
Planning, the City ranked this project as a low priority. Despite this low ranking, RIDOT has allocated $1.75M to
this project for years 2019-2020 plus an additional $1.45M for the year 2021. On behalf of the City of
Providence, | request that this project be put on hold and that the $3.2M in funding for this project be
allocated to one of the higher priority Transportation Alternatives projects that have been identified by the
City, but which have not received adequate or timely funding from RIDOT through the STIP.

‘The City submitted a new project entitled “City Walk” for inclusion in the STIP. This project, which was ranked as
a high priority by the STIP review committees and the Transportation Advisory Committee as a whole, will
~include pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure, streetscape improvements and signage to connect eight
Providence neighborhoods from Roger Williams Park on the southwest through Downtown to India Point Park
on the east: The STIP allocates $1.88M from years 2017-2018 to begin design and construction of this prBject
and another $16.58M from years 2017-2019 for “major rehabilitation work, superstructure, and/or total bridge

City Hall, 25 Dorrance Street, Providence, RI 02903
Phone (401) 421-7740 Fax (401) 274-8240




replacement” of the EImwood Avenue and Broad Street Bridges over I-95 near Roger Williams Park (TIP ID
6453). On behalf of the City of Providence, | request that RIDOT, as part of their STIP scope for the ElImwood
and Broad bridges over 1-95, include improvements to make the bridges safer and more attractive for
pedestrians and bicyclists and meet with the City of Providence as soon as possible to generate initial ideas
for how the bridge replacements projects could enhance the City Walk project. Both bridges are essential
connections for the City Walk project.

The City of Providence submitted a new project entitled, "I-95 Downtown Overpass Enhancement Project," for
inclusion in the STIP. This was not allocated any funding through the STIP, however RIDOT has indicated that the
issues listed in the City of Providence's new project application, including restriping, traffic lane reconfiguration,
sidewalk widening and other streetscape enhancements, will be evaluated as part of their work to extend the
useful service life of the -95 overpass structures for which they have allocated $11.54M from years 2018-2020
(BRIDGE GROUP 01). This project will include the Washington, Broadway, Broad, and Westminster bridges over
I-95. On behalf of the City of Providence, | request that the STIP include elements of our "I-95 Downtown
Overpass Enhancement Project” within the scope of work for Bridge Group 1 and urge RIDOT to begin to work
with us as soon as possible to generate initial ideas to make the overpasses safer and more attractive for
pedestrians and bicyclists.

The City of Providence submitted a new project entitled “Exchange Street Sidewalk Widening Project” for
inclusion in the STIP. This project will include pedestrian enhancements following a Complete Streets approach
to Exchange Street, between Kennedy Plaza and Providence Station. Through the STIP, RIDOT has allocated
$400,000 to this project for the year 2018, and another $3.13M to this project for years 2021-2023. The
Exchange Street Bridge over the Woonasquatucket River is also slated for major rehabilitation work,
superstructure, and/or total bridge replacement (TIP ID 6455) as part of Bridge Group 40 in years 2023-2025. On
behalf of the City of Providence, | request that the major rehabilitation work for the Exchange Street Bridge
be moved up to an earlier date in order to ensure the safety of those who use this important bridge within
Downtown and better align with the Exchange Street improvements and the construction of the multi-modal
transit hub near Providence Station. | also request that the $3.13M allocated for years 2021-2023, be moved
up to an earlier date. This project was ranked as a priority project by the Transportation Advisory Committee
and is essential to improve connectivity between Kennedy Plaza and Providence Station.

The City of Providence submitted a new project entitled “Woonasquatucket Greenway Corridor Enhancements”
for inclusion in the STIP. This project, which was ranked as a high priority by the Transportation Advisory
Committee, will include the development of a higher quality extension of the Woonasquatucket River Greenway
bike path to connect Downtown to Olneyville Square and the west side of the city along Promenade and Kinsley
streets. Through the STIP, RIDOT has allocated $4.1M for years 2017-2020 and other $1.88M for years 2021-
2025. On behalf of the City of Providence, | request that the $1.88M shown for years 2021-2025 be moved up
to 2020 to accommodate full construction of this project in a more reasonable timeframe.

The City of Providence submitted a new project entitled “Providence Bicycle Infrastructure Enhancements” for
inclusion in the STIP. This project will include design and construction of approximately 20 miles of on road
bicycle lanes, bicycle boxes, bicycle signal loops, bicycle racks and other related bicycle infrastructure. Through
the STIP, RIDOT has allocated $1.8M to this project for years 2023-2025. On behalf of the City of Providence, |
request that the $1.8M allocated to this project be moved up to earlier years to accommodate full
construction of this project in a more reasonable timeframe.

The City of Providence submitted a new project entitled “Washington Secondary Bike Path Extension” for
inclusion in the STIP. This project will include the study, design and construction of an approximately 1-mile off-




road multi-use trail to connect Olneyville Square to the terminus of the Washington Secondary Trail in Cranston.
Through the STIP, RIDOT has allocated $1.71M to this project for years 2022-2025. On behalf of the City of
Providence, | request that the timeline for this project be moved up. This is a critical connection that is
currently missing from the regional bike trail network. Appropriate study and planning to determine the best
path for the bike path extension must be completed prior to full design of the 6-10 Connector so that we can
ensure that the 6-10 project can accommodate the preferred alignment of the bike path.

The City of Providence submitted a new project entitled “Cathedral Square Enhancement Project” for inclusion
in the STIP. This project will include physical improvements to Cathedral Square, a 1.8 acre city owned plaza on
the western edge of downtown Providence, and adjoining walkways leading to the plaza from surrounding
streets. Through the STIP, RIDOT has allocated $480,000 to this project for years 2021-2025. On behalf of the
City of Providence, | request that the $480,000 shown for years 2021-2025 be moved up to 2020 to
accommodate timely construction of this project.

" Through the STIP, RIDOT has included $4.2M in funding for the Smith Street project which involves resurfacing
to the roadway, and replacing sidewalks and handicapped ramps on Smith Street between Lyndhurst Avenue
and 1-95. The funding is allocated for years 2018-2019. On behalf of the City of Providence, | request that RIDOT
work with the City to improve bicycle infrastructure along Smith Street as part of this project.

On behalf of the City of Providence, | also request that the bridges listed below, ranked in priority order, be
included in earlier years of the STIP than they are currently listed due to their current condition and
importance in transporting heavy vehicle traffic, including buses, trucks and emergency response vehicles.
Many of these bridges are currently posted with load restrictions as indicated below.

Priority | Bridge ID | Facility Carried | Feature Intersected Planned STIP | Currently
Ranking Construction | Posted Load
Start Restriction

1 51301 Manton Avenue | Woonasquatucket River 2024 Yes

2 079601 Hawkins Street | West River 2024 Yes

3 08740 Exchange Street | Woonasquatucket River 2024 Yes

4 092901 Orms Street Railroad 2019 Yes

5. 070401 Park St. Woonasquatucket River 2024 No

6 088301 West River St. West River 2019 Yes

7 089001 Veazie St. West River 2019 Yes

8 04021 Delaine St. Woonasquatucket River 2023 No

+ The Manton Avenue Bridge over the Woonasquatucket River is currently posted for load restriction and
has a concrete barrier placed in the road gutter to prevent vehicle traffic loads close to the edge of the
structure. The City of Providence is concerned that more restrictive load restrictions will be required
between now and the STIP construction date of 2024. As part of a main RIPTA bus route, truck route
and emergency response route, it is imperative that this bridge project be moved up to earlier years in
the STIP.

e The Hawkins Street Bridge over the West River is currently posted for load restriction and has a concrete
-barrier placed in the road gutter to prevent vehicle traffic loads close to the edge of the structure. The
City of Providence is concerned that more restrictive load restrictions will be required between now and
the S TIP construction date of 2024. As a truck route, emergency response route, and school bus route




to the Rl School for the Deaf and other schools, it is imperative that this bridge project be moved up to
earlier years in the STIP.

e The Exchange Street Bridge over Woonasquatucket River is currently posted for load restriction. The
City of Providence is concerned that more restrictive load restrictions will be required between now and
the STIP construction date of 2024. As a major RIPTA bus route and key element of the planned
intermodal transit hub, it is important that this project be moved up to earlier years in the STIP.

e The Orms Street Bridge over the railroad right-of-way is currently posted for load restriction. The City of
Providence is concerned that more restrictive load restrictions will be required between now and the
STIP construction date of 2024. Orms Street is an important arterial roadway and emergency response
route that carries a significant amount of heavy vehicle traffic from Interstate 95. Further weight
restrictions will redirect truck traffic onto adjacent streets and intersections creating congestion issues
and access problems for large trucks.

e The Park Street Bridge over the Woonasquatucket River is not currently posted for load restriction,
however steel road plates have been placed over areas of failed bridge joints, and according to bridge
engineers, the bridge joint deterioration will likely spread over the next several years requiring
additional steel plating and potential load restrictions. Park Street serves as a major access point to
Providence Place Mall especially during special events in Downtown when the Mall is used for parking.
Vehicular restrictions on the bridge would shift significant amounts of traffic to Francis Street which
already is congested during special events. The Rhode Island Department of Transportation has
indicated that as part of the Route 95 North Viaduct project minor improvements to the bridge joint will
be performed to allow for construction of that project’s bridge structure. If the Park Street Bridge
project can be moved up to earlier years more permanent lasting repairs can be performed instead of
the minor repairs currently proposed under the Route 95 North Viaduct project. )

e The West River Street Bridge over the West River is currently posted for load restriction. The City of
Providence is concerned that more restrictive load restrictions will be required between now and the
STIP construction date of 2019. West River Street is an important truck route that is also used by the
Central Post Office. It is imperative that this bridge project be moved up to earlier years in the STIP.
Any further load restriction may shift truck traffic onto adjacent roads such as Branch Avenue, Charles
Street, Corliss Street, and Silver Spring Street, which are already congested roadways.

Thank you for your facilitation of the State Transportation Improvement Program process and for your
consideration of these requests. We appreciate your partnership to advance these important projects
throughout the Capital City. Please contact Bonnie Nickerson, Director of Planning and Development, at 401-
680-8400 if you have any questions regarding the City of Providence’s comments as provided in this letter.

Sincerely,

Jorge O. Elorza
Mayor
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June 15, 2016

RI Planning Council
Jared L. Rhodes
Acting Secretary

One Capitol Hill
Providence, RI 02908

Subject: Main St Resurfacing and Sidewalk Rehabilitation

Dear Mr. Rhodes:

This letter serves to advise that the Town of East Greenwich would like to
have the RIDOT provide the adequate capital improvements to the sidewalks and road
paving to Main Street in East Greenwich. Presently, Main Street is on ‘the
Transportation Improvement Program for 2017 at a project cost of $550,000. The
town does not feel that the funds noted for the project will be adequate to provide all
the improvements needed. The appropriate amount would be approximately
$1,500,000.

Additionally, the project would encompass the town to perform all the work
(including engineering) and RIDOT would reimburse the town. The reimbursement
will only be $450,000. As such, the town would like to have RIDOT undertake the full
project including engineering.

Main Street has not received any substantial maintenance in many years. As
such, the roadway is in need of resurfacing and the sidewalks are also in need of
rehabilitation in many areas. Additionally, the handicap sidewalk ramps need to be
brought-up to ADA standards.

Main Street prov1des extensive local and state economic benefits. With an

increase of pedestrian use, it is becoming a safety concern (see attached -photos).

Further deterioration of both the roadway and sidewalks will become very unsafe and
a deterrent for commercial viability.

If you have any questions relative to this matter feel free to con e at 886-
8621.
Sin ely? ~
eph C. Duarte, P.E.
irector of Public Works
Enclosures '

Cc: Thomas E. Coyle, 111, Town Manager
















TOWN OF WARREN

56 % %%

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM: 2017-2025 / STATUS OF TOWN’S PRIORITY LIST

WARREN’S | PROJECT DESCRIPTION TIMEFRAME | COMMENTS
PRIORITY DRAFT TIP
1 Water Street Sidewalks & n/a Included in 2016 — Thank you!
Streetscape
2 Main Street Curbs and 2023 & 2024 | TIP description: Main St (Warren Bridge to Child)
Sidewalks Resurfacing / Limited Sidewalk Replacement / Limited
Handicapped Ramp Installation
2019 & 2020 | TIP description: Bristol (Washington St to Dyer Ave)
includes Warren portion — Town line to Dyer — replace sidewalks
3 Market Street Curbs and 2023 & 2024 | TIP description: Route 136, Market St, Kickemuit St, Metacom
Sidewalks (Bristol Town Line to Mass. State Line) — Resurfacing / Limited
Sidewalk Replacement / Limited Sidewalk Extension &
Handicapped Ramp Installation
4 Belcher’s Cove Bridge at 2017-2025 Included in Bridge Group #15
Market St
5 East Bay Bike Path Split Safe Routes to School Infrastructure for Hugh Cole and KMS
Extension (2016)
Safe Route to School Final Design and Implementation
(2017-2021)
East Bay Bike Path Extension — Including “Broken Bridge” (2022)
6 Intersection Safety 2017 TIP description: Curbing / Signal Improvements / Geometric
Improvements for Main St. Improvements
at Market / Miller
7 Intersection Improvements Split TIP description: Signal Upgrades & Left Turn Lanes
to Metacom 2016 & 2017
8 Resurfacing Vernon Street 2024 & 2025 | TIP description: Vernon St from Rt. 114 to Rt. 136
9 South Warren Bridge at 2017-2025 Included in Bridge Group #15
South Main St
10 Kickemuit River Bridge at 2017-2025 Included in Bridge Group #15
Child St
11 Resurfacing Rt. 114, Seeitem #2 | Incorporated with Sidewalks and Curbs
Warren Bridge to Child 2023 & 2024
Street
12 Resurfacing Rt. 136 See Item #3 | Incorporated with Sidewalks and Curbs
2023 & 2024
13 Resurfacing Birch Swamp 2024 & 2025

Road & Schoolhouse Road
(Market to Long Ln)




' T 'j/] TIPID 1300 - MAIN STREET CURBS AND SIDEWALKS
ARREN RT 114 / WARREN TOWN LINE TO DYER STREET
/4L A : (COMBINED WITH BRISTOL)

Rbrardte Iand FUNDED IN FY 2019-2020
NCORDORRTED 1747

e Located within SPG area for aging households

e Located within an area with a high concentration of
disabled residents

e Many areas are not passable for those with disabilities

¢ Vital connection to the center of Town / services

e Sidewalk condition forces pedestrians into the street

e Sidewalks were programmed for completion with
repaving that was completed several years ago

Project has been in planning stages for a decade.

: s g

May, 2016 pﬁotos




MAIN STREET -

Jan H. Reitsma
Interim Town Manager
jreitsma@townofwarren-ri.gov

401.245.7554

BRISTOL TOWN LINE TO DYER ST

Kate Michaud
Town Planner
kmichaud @townofwarren-ri.gov

401.245.2469




T J TIPID 5269 - MAIN STREET CURBS AND SIDEWALKS
S e 9{

ARI{EN ‘ RT 114 / WARREN BRIDGE TO CHILD STREET
' LL AL FUNDED IN FY 2023
n%‘%ﬂdfb‘ uu%!-‘?’l'f{

INGORBORKTED 1747

e Located within Census Tract 305 / majority low and moderate income households

e Located within SPG area for Carless Households and Environmental Justice

e Within the SPG area containing a high percentage of disabled residents

e Non-ADA compliant crossings (curbs) and sidewalks

e Area of extreme importance for economic development

e Walkability and quality of experience is the key to the area’s economic recovery

e High traffic area, well used RIPTA route, many pedestrians

e Area contains the Corliss Institute, churches and the American Tourister Mill redevelopment.

e Critical infrastructure need.

May, 2016 photos




MAIN STREET - WARREN BRIDGE TO CHILD STREET

WARREN CONTACTS

Jan H. Reitsma Kate Michaud
Interim Town Manager Town Planner
kmichaud @townofwarren-ri.gov

401.245.2469

jreitsma@townofwarren-ri.gov

401.245.7554




7 v TIPID 5271 - WARREN BIKE PATH EXTENSION
e ty‘

7. . | EAST BAY BIKE PATH TO KICKEMUIT RIVER BRIDGE

/ A R ' R E,N (INCLUDES KICKEMUIT RIVER PEDESTRIAN / BIKE BRIDGE)
PRhods Felornd FUNDED IN FY 2022
[NOORIONATIED b7d7

e First submitted by the Town as a project in 1993.

e Feasibility study completed in 1997.

e First segment construction completed in July, 2009.

e Completion will connect KMS and Hugh Cole School to
the most densely populated areas of Town.

e Will connect eastern Warren to the East Bay Bike Path

/ Providence to Provincetown Bikeway
e Will divert bicycle traffic off of Child St / Route 103,
AN
which is not suitable for bike traffic.

e Study recently completed by RWU — now is the time to

act and move forward.

willj
gﬂ/ersi?;rm CE”"E",,':,.‘?'&"‘..”;“
WARREN — EAST BAY BIKE PATH ‘
CONNECTION FEASIBILITY STUDY pumnasuicut

uanar wicnEn v AR W VRO

ECORPID FRANK
'

DUUKUSKI STARLE Y Tovm of waare |

: SLORPO FRANK
'SCORBIO FRAKWARREN HOLDINGS LLC 1q

WARREN HOLDUIOS LLC

J— TONYH OF WARREN
Easement needed
;’ e

‘ ","// Z
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WARREN BIKE PATH EXTENSION

WARREN CONTACTS

Jan H. Reitsma Kate Michaud
Interim Town Manager Town Planner
jreitsma@townofwarren-ri.gov

401.245.7554

kmichaud @townofwarren-ri.gov

401.245.2469




Bhude Fbond

(NCORDOIATED 1745

Identified by Statewide Planning in 2003 as an

area in need of improvements.

Metacom Ave Corridor Plan completed in 2012. —>
Difficult to comment on a TIP project with such a
large scope.

The Town has received multiple complaints
regarding safety and the lack of ADA compliance.
Opportunity exists to work collaboratively with the

Town to expedite and facilitate improvements.

' %ﬂm j TIPID 1409 - ROUTE 136, MARKET ST / KICKEMUIT ST /
K g (39‘
: METACOM AVE (BRISTOL T/L TO MASSACHUSETTS T/L)

. ARRE ALSO, MARKET ST FROM RT 114 TO RT 136

FUNDED IN FY 2023-2025

Metacom Avenue Corridor Plan

Warren, Rhode Island
2012

METACOM AVENUE

TWO-WAY LEFT TURN LANE CONCEPT

WARREN, RHODE ISLAND




Jan H. Reitsma

METACOM AVENUE / MARKET STREET

Interim Town Manager

jreitsma@townofwarren-ri.gov

401.245.7554

Kate Michaud

Town Planner

kmichaud @townofwarren-ri.gov

401.245.2469




CrTY OI' CEENTRAL FALLS TOWN OF CUMBIRLAND CITY OIF PAWTUCKET
MAYOR’S OFFICE MAYOR’S OFIICH MAYOR’S OFFICE

May 26, 2016

Honorable Members of the Transportation Advisory Committee
RI Division of Planning

One Capitol Hill, 3rd Floor

Providence, RI 02908

Dear Honorable Members:

It 1s with great enthusiasm on behalf of Central Falls, Cumbetland, and Pawtucket, that we, the
Mayors of those respective communities offer our full support of the proposed funding of the i
Broad Street Regeneration Initiative introduced in the Transportation Improvement Program (TTP)
funding plan advised by this Committee.

In the proposed funding plan, our three communities stand to benefit from an $11.54 million
investment in much-needed improvements and maintenance on Broad Street, a critical main street
that links all three of our downtown distticts. This crucial funding will not only addresses current
infrastructure deficiencies, but also elevate a majot thoroughfare, which in tutn, will have major
economic development benefits. The Broad Street Regeneration Initiative represents an
unprecedented collaboration between three communities designed to leverage to power of
partnership to increase efficiency, maximize investment, and expand project impact.

We believe that through this strategic investment, our vision of a wotld-class, complete street will
become a reality, which will benefit the entire Blackstone River Valley. Outr communities have
already demonstrated commitment to elevating Broad Street through investments in fagade
improvement programs in Central Falls, an urban forestry program shated between Central Falls and
Cumberland, and recent road surface maintenance in Pawtucket. Funding the Broad Street
Regeneration Initiative will also alleviate significant infrastructure deficiencies effecting storm water
drainage, bridges, and road sutfaces.

We respectfully reiterate our support for the proposed funding plan of an initiative that will have a
wide-ranging positive impact upon an entire region. Please feel free to contact us if you have any
further questions or concerns.

Sincerely, .
-

James A. Diossa Don Grebien
Mayor, City of Central Falls Mayor, Town of Cumbetlan Mayor




TOWN of NEW SHOREHAM TELEPHONE (401) 466-3210
o ) Fax (401) 466-3219
OFFICE of the TOWN MANAGER Ty 711

EMAIL: townmanager@new-shoreham.com

June 1, 2016

Jared L. Rhodes _
Secretary of State Planning Council
Rhode Island State Planning Council
One Capitol Hill

Providence, R.I. 02908

Re: Town of New Shoreham TIPS submittals FY2017-2025
Dear Mr. Rhodes:

The Town of New Shoreham is forwarding this letter as commentary on the proposed New
Shoreham Status Report for the submissions we had for the FY2017-2025 Transportation
Improvement Program.

Our request for sidewalks on West Side Road #5096 is scheduled for funding in FY 2018. This
request has been part of our submissions in the past and has been identified as a critical safety
issue every summer for the past ten years. While we are glad it is part of the program going
forward, we are dismayed that it will not be addressed for at least two more summer seasons.
There is no sidewalk along this stretch of state road and pedestrian traffic keeps increasing each
summer. We ask that this item be reviewed in the hopes that it can be funded before next
summer, because the absence of sidewalks here is a critical safety concern.

Our other submissions all involved paving state roads throughout the island and we specifically
targeted those that are in the greatest need of repair. In most instances, the shoulders of the roads
mentioned are crumbling and present dangerous circumstances for walkers and the numerous
bicycle and moped operators who share our narrow roads with vehicles.

Project #5101 can be removed from the list because that road will be repaved this fall under the
National Grid/Deepwater project project. But #5100 Cooneymus Road, #5104 Mohegan Trail,
#5099 Ocean Ave., #5013 Spring Street, and #5102 West Side Road are all roads that cannot
have work postponed until after 2025 based upon the current road integrity. They are eliminated
from consideration with the comment that they are all “low volume roadways” and we question
this characterization and its basis.

PO. Box 220
BLOCK ISLAND = RHODE ISLAND o 02807




Page 2
Jared L. Rhodes, Secretary
Rhode Island State Planning Council

To our knowledge, no volume study has been done on these roads to support the determination
of “low volume”, nor can I find any clear definition of how volume is measured and over what
time span. Considering that the useful life of a paved surface is approximately ten years, the
volume these roads have cumulatively experienced in the summer months over the last twenty
five years (when they were only microscreened) should clearly earmark them for repair in the
next two years or so and not another decade out. As part of our submission and our presentation
during the initial hearings, we provided pictures of the roadways in question and will willingly
provide more pictures and video of the crumbling shoulders and sinking parts of these state roads
if that will help put this work front and center.

While usage here may pale in comparison to mainland roadways, I would be curious to know if
mainland roads have gone without any upgrade at all as is the case on island. There is a
substantial amount of tourism dollars that travel upstate as a result of the island’s absorption of
tens of thousands of people in the summer time; and that, combined with the safety concerns for
our visitors, as well as of our own citizenry, should merit another look at the submissions made
in our application and addressed at the first round of hearings.

Please let me know if you need any further information at this time.

Sincerely,

Nancy O. Dodge
Town Manager

NOD/sjg

cc: Town Council
Michael Shea, Highway Superintendent
James J. Geremia, P.E.




May 9, 2016

Karen Scott, Assistant Chief

Rhode Island Statewide Planning Program
One Capitol Hill, 3" Floor

Providence, Rhode Island 02908

Dear Ms. Scott:

The Jewelry District Association writes with enthusiastic support for the draft
Transportation Improvement Program and its funding of CiTY WALK in fiscal
years 2017 and 2018.

Recognizing that connectivity is critical to Providence's appeal and development
potential, Mayor Elorza and many City Departments, along with Neighborhood
Associations and organizations such as Grow Smart Rl, the Children's Museum,
- Rl Foundation, Southside Community Land Trust and the RI Bicycle Coalition
have endorsed CiTY WALK, which will serve several diverse neighborhoods.

We thank you for recognizing CiTY WALK's value to the City and the State.

Respecitfully,

i Tolobe

Phoebe Blake, Chair
Planning & Zoning Committee
Jewelry District Association

cc: Bonnie Nickerson, Director of Planning + Development

116 Chestnut Street

Suite H

Providence, Rl ‘

02903 Setting a Sparkling Example for Providence



Expenditure Changes to STIP

FFY 2016

$1.80

o
Revised Project Estimate.

0165X 2007 Rt 108, Kingston Rd & High St Pavement $0.40 $2.20
0078U 2002 Improvements to Downtown Providence C-3 Pavement 2016 NHPP $1.90 ($0.80) $1.10  Revised Project Estimate.
0079G 1269 1-95 {US-1 To Eddy St} Pavement 2016 NHPP $0.05 $0.13 $0.18  Revised Project Estimate.
0173N 1277 US-1 Commodore Perry HWY Pavement 2016 NHPP $0.07 $0.03 $0.10  Revised Project Estimate.
0081R 1286 Rt24 (Rt114 To Hummaocks Ave) Pavement 2016 NHPP $0.07 $0.03 $0.10 Revised Project Estimate.
0061A 1330 US 44 and Rt 100 Intersection Pavement 2016 NHPP $0.30 $0.04 $0.34  Revised Project Estimate.
0173X 1393 US -6 Hartford Pike and Hartford Ave (Danielson PK to I-295; Pavement 2016 NHPP $0.20 $0.09 $0.29  Revised Project Estimate.
0076N 2006 Rt 107, Main St (Rt 100 to Union Ave}) Pavement 2016 NHPP $2.40 (50.08) $2.32  Revised Project Estimate.
0007C 2009 Rt 138, East Main Rd & Park Ave Pavement 2016 NHPP $0.09 $0.05 $0.14  Revised Project Estimate.
0081W 2010 Rt 146 (I-95 to 6 Miles South of Serman Ave) Pavement 2016 NHPP $0.19 $0.07 $0.26  Revised Project Estimate.
0007F 1356 Two Mile Corner Pavement 2016 NHPP $3.50 (50.10) $3.40 Revised Project Estimate.
New Main St. in East Greenwich (First Ave to Division St) Pavement 2016 NHPP $0.00 $0.05 $0.05 New Proposed Project.
1264 Projects Currently Under Construction Pavement 2016 NHPP $5.44 $0.09 $5.53  Revised Project Estimate.
0172Y 2005 Rt 102, Victory Hwy (Harkney Hill Rd to Old Plainfield Pk)  Pavement 2016 Gas Tax $0.50 {$0.50) $0.00 Project has been completed. All funds previously authorized.
1264 Projects Currently Under Construction Pavement 2016 Gas Tax $0.00 $0.07 $0.07  Revised Project Estimate.
0172Y 2005 Rt102, Victory Hwy (Harkney Rd to Old Plainfield Pk)  Pavement 2016 RICAP (HIP) $S.60 ($5.60) $0.00  Project has been completed. All funds previously authorized.
0172B 2014 Woonasquatucket Ave {Fruit Hill Rd to US Rt 44) Pavement 2016 RICAP (HIP) $4.50 {$0.20) $4.30 Revised Project Estimate.
1264 Projects Currently Under Construction Pavement 2016 _RICAP (HiIP) ] mo.oo $5.97 $5.97  Revised Project Estimate. Switching Between Available Funding Sources.
Total Pavement Pipeline $56.01 {$0.26) $55.75. .
9610 State Traffic Commission - Ped and Inter Safety Imprv. Traffic 2016 STPG $1.60 (51.18) $0.42  Switching Between Funding Sources.
9610 State Traffic Commission - Ped and Inter Safety Imprv. Traffic 2016 RIHMA $0.00 $1.18 $1.18  Switching Between Funding Sources.
Total Traffic Safety Pipeline . $27.00 $0.00 $27.00
5011 Pawtucket/Central Falls Train Station Transit Capital 2016 FTA $2.80 $0.50 $3.30 Revised Project Estimate and Funding Schedule.
5011 Pawtucket/Central Falls Train Station _ Transit Capital 2016 Gas Tax $0.00 $0.43 $0.43  Revised Project Estimate and Funding Schedule.
Total Transit Capital Pipeline - $50.20 $0.93 $51,13 o S
9001 Trestle Trail - West Section -2 Bridges TAP 2016 RICAP (Projects) $1.56 ($0.17) $1.39  Switching Between Availabie Funding Sources.
9001 Trestle Trail - West Section -2 Bridges TAP 2016 Earmark $0.00 $0.17 $0.17  Switching Between Available Funding Sources.
Switching Between Available Funding Sources. Use of STPG Setaside Funds
5320 Blackstone River Bikeway - Segment 8C TAP 2016 STPG $0.00 $1.18 $1.18  (Formerly TAP funds).
Switching Between Available Funding Sources. Use of STPG Setaside Funds
5320 Blackstone River Bikeway - Segment 8C TAP 2016 RIHMA $1.39 (51.18) $0.21  (Formerly TAP funds).
Total TAP Pipeline : $11.00 $0.00 $11.09
Total FFY 2016 Changes $144.30 $0.67 $144.97

Transit

Project Name n:m,_._Nmm

to STIP

Rhode Island Department of Transportation




Funding Changes to STIP

FFY 2016

FTA (Fixed Guideway)
Total FTA Funding

Total Earmark Funding

$0.50

- $3.43 $0.50

SAFETEA-LU High Priority Projects 3677-5173 2016 $0.00 $0.17
- $0.00 $0.17

Total FFY 2016 Funding Changes $3.43 $0.67

$3.93 Error: FY 2016 Did not ﬂmnm_<m;¢_m correct maop._._z.;t,oﬁ FTA Funding available .,8 x_..;
$3.93

$0.17 Available Earmark Funds for Trestle Trail Project.
$0.17

$4.10

Rhode Island Department of Transportation



Town of Middletown

350 East Main Rd., Middletown RI 02842

May 20, 2016

Rhode Island State Planning Council
ATTN: Jared L. Rhodes, Secretary (Acting)
One Capitol Hill

Providence, Rl 02908

Re: Middletown FFY 2017-2025 TIP submission

Dear Mr. Rhodes,

Enclosed | am providing a resolution of the Middletown Town Council dated May 16,
2016 requesting that two of Middletown’s highest priority road improvement projects be
afforded additional consideration for inclusion in the FFY 2017-2025 TIP. The following
projects have been submitted by the town for consideration during past TIP rounds, and
they continue to be two of the town’s highest priority requests:

Aquidneck Ave. (Rt. 138A) reconstruction from Green End Ave. to East Main
Rd. (Rte. 138) (including drainage and sidewalks). While this segment of state
highway is included in the draft TIP pavement capital program for funding in FY 2019
for resurfacing, the pressing needs for sidewalks and storm water runoff control and
treatment are not addressed. This project continues to be the Town’s top priority.

Atlantic Beach District - Aquidneck Ave./Purgatory Road — Improvements in
the beach area as identified in the 2007 Atlantic Beach District Master Plan,
including roadway and sidewalk improvements. As with upper Aquidneck Ave,
this segment is included in the draft TIP for resurfacing only. And while safety
improvements to three intersections in the area are included in the TIP traffic safety
capital program for FY2017-18, the town's request for roadway crossection
improvements, including sidewalk improvements and travel lane reconfiguration, are
not included. ‘

Attached | am again providing documentation previously submitted in support of these
projects which demonstrates how the projects address each of the seven TIP guiding
principles. | hereby respectfully request that the State Planning Council consider
including the projects in the FFY 2017-2025 TIP. Thank you for your attention to this
matter, and please feel free to contact me with any questions or additional information

Town Ad'm vistrator




THE TOWN OF MIDDLETOWN

RESOLUTION
OF THE

COUNCIL
No. 2016"35 .

WHEREAS: The State Planning Council, the Metropolitan Planning

WHEREAS:

Organization {MPO) for the State of Rhode Island, Is
responsible for development of the Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) for FFY 2017-2025; and,

The Middletown Town Council held & public hearing
on December 7, 2015 regarding the Town’s proposed
project submissions for the TIP, and subsequently
authorized submission of the town’s project
priorities, submitted to the Statewlde Planning
Program on January 4, 2016; and,

WHEREAS: The State Planning Council has now released the draft

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

FFY 2017-2025TIP for public review and comment;
and,

Two of the Town’s highest priority projects due to
their public safety and economic development
benefits are not included in the draft TIP; now,

THEREFORE, BE IT

That the Middletown Town Council hereby opposes
the adoption of the FFY 2017-2025 TIP as currently -
drafted, and requests that the following projects be
added to the TiP:

1. Aquidneck Ave, (Rt. '138A) reconstruction from
Green End Ave. to East Main Rd. (Rte. 138)
(including drainage and sidewalks).

2, Atlantic Beach District - Aquidneck
Ave./Purgatory Road ~ Improvements
identified in the 2007 Atlantic Beach District
Master Plan, including roadway and sidewalk
improvements.
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New Project Application RI
SPP

Transportation Improvement Program @

Contact Information

Bl Agency/Organization Town of Middletown
E Contact Person Ronald M. Wolanski Title Planning Director
Al Mailing Address 390 East Main Road
© city Middletown Zip Code 02842
Phone _401-849-4027 Email _rwolanski@middletownri.com

Type of Project  select ail that apply

|:| Bridge Pavement Drainage |:| Planning
Traffic [ Transit Bicycle Pedestrian
IZI Transportation Enhancement O other

Project Description
Project Title Aquidneck Ave. (Rt. 138A) Reconstruction

Location by Street Name Aquidneck Avenue
Project Limits - From Green End Avenue ‘ To East Main Road

Please include an 8.5” x 11” map of the site, indicating project limits.

Provide a brief description of the proposed project:

This project proposes reconstruction of Aquidneck Avenue from East Main Road to Green End Avenue
(approximately one mile), including the implementation of appropriate stormwater drainage control and
treatment, sidewalks, and shoulder and/or bike lane on both sides of the road.
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Describe need for proposed project:

Aquidneck Avenue in the subject area is a densely developed business corridor, that also serves abutting
residential neighborhoods and the Gaudet Middle School. Over the past several years concerns have been
expressed locally about the need for improvements, particularly to address pedestrian safety. Currently
there are no sidewalks in this area. The level of activity resulting from the school and local businesses
appears to warrant the installation of sidewalks. Due to the nature of the stormwater system, including the
use of ditches along the roadway, and the lack of curbing, installation of sidewalks and bike lanes is not
possible without reconstruction of the roadway. Implementation of appropriate stormwater drainage
control would also provide for the installation of BMP's to address the Town's and RIDOT's
responsibilities relative to the Bailey Brook and North Easton's Pond TMDLs.

The proposal would increase mobility for physically handicapped residents of Middletown as well as
residents without access to automobiles. The facilities are particularly important in this respect as
Aquidneck Avenue is not serviced by RIPTA.

Describe anticipated municipal or state transportation network or economic development benefits:

Creating comprehensive bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure along Aquidneck Avenue encourages wider
adoption of more environmentally friendly multi-modal and/or active transportation by providing
increased safety for motorists, pedestrians, and cyclists. In addition to directly supporting the goals
outlined in the 2014 Middletown Comprehensive Plan, these proposed facilities would tie directly into
existing infrastructure on East Main Road, creating a more broadly useful multi-modal transportation
network in Middletown.

Is the project consistent with the local Comprehensive Plan? Yes D No
Is the project on the Federal Aid System? Yes D No
Is the project on the National Highway System? [V Yes D No




Evaluation Criteria
Please address the following topics as they relate to the project. Refer to “An Overview of TIP Guiding

g Principles” for more information. Submission must not exceed 2 pages, single-spaced, 12-point font.
= 1. Mobility Benefits 5. Supports Local and State Goals
S 2. Cost Effectiveness 6. Safety and Security

3. Economic Development 7. Equity

4, Environmental Impact

Project Estimates

Construction Total
$1.8 million | $1.8 million

Design

Estimated Project Costs

Total Cost | $1.8 million

Amount Requested through TIP Process | $1.8 million

Is there funding from other sources committed to this project? I:l Yes No

State Highway

PROJECT ESTIMATES

Total

Estimated date of construction Summer 2017

j» :y n;;m?this application is in/t%,y/d;ccurate.
s Date
aﬁb»\ o , 4 ! 1%

N
Chief ExecﬁT‘n‘VE'O\?f{cer'¥ ignature Date

CERTIFICATION

\;

_ ALL APPLICATIONS ARE DUE BY 3:00PM ON FRIDAY, JANUARY 8, 2016




Town of Middletown
New Project Request
Aquidneck Avenue Reconstruction

Mobility benefits

According to the Aquidneck Island Transportation Study, the section of Aquidneck Avenue connecting
Green End Ave. and East Main Rd. serves approximately 12,000 vehicles daily. Currently, pedestrians
and cyclists are required to share this space with motorists, discouraging all but the most dedicated and
experienced users. The construction of sidewalks and bicycle lanes along Aquidneck Avenue allows for
greater mobility among those unable, unwilling, or simply not interested in using automotive
transportation but understandably uncomfortable with the current street configuration.

Cost Effectiveness

Restructuring Aquidneck Avenue with regards to stormwater management and pedestrian/cyclist safety
would allow the Town of Middletown to solve two problems in a single project, effectively eliminating
the need to reconstruct the road a second time. This alone makes the project worth pursuing with
regards to cost effectiveness. With the presence of Gaudet Middle School on Aquidneck Avenue, the
project creates a safe route to school. Increasing the safety of Middletown school children cannot be
valued, but nonetheless provides a valuable incentive for completing this project.

Economic Development

Home to ~40 retail and restaurant businesses, nearly all of them locally owned, this area would benefit
greatly from increased foot and bicycle traffic. These road users are often slower moving and less
rushed than drivers and are more likely to visit local shops they stumble upon. Offices located on the
same stretch of Aquidneck Ave. provide a number of potential patrons for the restaurants during the
lunch hour and construction of pedestrian facilities has the potential to greatly reduce mid-day vehicular
activity in a congested area.

Located immediately outside of the focus area and already home to sidewalks, the Aquidneck Corporate
Park employs approximately 2,500 additional potential customers lacking only this link to frequent the
Aquidneck Avenue. Looking further, Aquidneck Ave. is the primary connection to the Atlantic Beach
District of Middletown, home to hundreds of hotel rooms and full of summer tourists who, due to a lack
of current connectivity, may be totally unaware of the plethora of local businesses within a thirty minute
walk (10 minute bicycle ride) of the beach.

Environmental Impact
The removal of automobiles from the road, such as results from the increased availability of active
transportation facilities, has an immediate impact on the generation of CO2 emissions. It also reduces

the level of contaminated runoff from roadways due to automobile leakage and the creation of litter
from motorists.

The reconfiguration of stormwater management facilities along Aquidneck Avenue will improve current
runoff issues. Currently, untreated surface runoff flows into ditches and stormwater drains, ultimately
flowing into Bailey Brook and Easton’s Pond, both of which are subject to TMDLs, Bailey Brook for




bacteria and Easton’s Pond, a drinking water reservoir, for phosphorus. Reconfiguration of drainage
would allow for the regeneration of these degraded water resources.

Supports Local and State Goals

Identified as a high-priority project, this proposal directly supports objectives outlined in the 2014
comprehensive plan which was fully accepted by the State in November 2015. Specifically, the Town of
Middletown’s Transportation Vision Statement, “Town of Middletown will strive to provide a safe,
efficient, and sustainable multi-modal transportation system that reduces reliance on the automobile
and meets the diverse mobility needs of residents, workers, and visitors while maintaining the scenic
quality of our community.” Community-identified goals of: Promote livable and sustainable communities
through coordinated transportation/land use strategies and Provide a safe, convenient, and pleasant
network of walkways are also addressed by this proposal.

On a state policy level, this project is consistent with Transportation 2035. Specifically, the project
addresses implementation of the following goals: B: Increased bicycle facilities, ED: Economic
development, EN: Environmental, H: Highway, PE: Pedestrian, and S: Safety.

Safety and Security

By providing infrastructure for pedestrians and cyclists, these groups become far safer than if they were
required to share the road with cars as is currently the case. Motorist safety is also increased by
reducing the likelihood of accidents, either from striking pedestria ns/cyclists or striking traffic/obstacles
in an attempt to avoid doing so.

The section of Aquidneck Ave. in question also serves as a primary means of accessing Gaudet Middle
School. Construction of pedestrian and bicycle facilities in this area creates a safe route to the school.
In addition to its primary function as an educational institution, Gaudet is an approved emergency
shelter with Aquidneck Ave. serving as an important evacuation route.

Equity

Reconfiguring Aquidneck Avenue will open a range of mobility options for those without access to an
automobile. These groups are currently unable to safely travel down Aquidneck Ave. The proposal
increases mobility equity. Unfortunately, no RIPTA service currently operates along Aquidneck Avenue,
further restricting the mobility of economically stressed populations in this part of Middletown.
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New Project Application RI

Transportation Improvement Program
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Contact Information

Agency/Organization .Lown of Middletown

Contact Person Ronald M. Wolanski Title Planning Director
Mailing Address 350 East Main Road

City Middletown Zip Code 02842

Phone _401-847-4027  Email rwolanski@middletownri.com

Type of Project  select all that apply

|:| Bridge Vil pavement D Dfainage I:l Planning
Traffic [ Transit O sicycle Pedestrian
Transportation Enhancement [ other

Project Description
Project Title Atlantic Beach District Streetscape and Cross-section Improvements

Location by Street Name Aquidneck Avenue (Route 138A)

Project Limits - From _Valley Road To Purgatory Road

Please include an 8.5” x 11” map of the site, indicating project limits.

Provide a brief description of the proposed project:

The existing layout of Aquidneck Avenue, currently comprised of two 12 foot travel lanes, two 2-10 foot
buffers, and two 0-5 foot sidewalks, is decidedly autocentric and does not allow for comfortable use by
pedestrians. Additionally, the sidewalk and parking areas are the same material and elevation in many
places, leading to cars parking on the sidewalk. Many utility poles are located within the sidewalk,
creating obstacles at least and in many places making the sidewalk unusable.

The proposal calls for reconfiguring the roadway to maintain the two travel lanes, create an 8 foot parking
lane on the eastern side of Aquidneck Avenue, expand the eastern sidewalk to a contiguous, differentiated
6 foot sidewalk, and expand the western sidewalk to a contiguous, differentiated 10 foot sidewalk with
street furniture and plantings. The western sidewalk would allow for a pedestrian scale transportation
system connecting the hotels in the area with local shops and the beaches. The new sidewalks will be
ADA compliant, unlike the current sidewalks. By removing the “shoulder” on both sides of Aquidneck
Avenue, this proposal will not involve the acquisition of any additional right of way and will maintain the
current width of the roadway.

STATE PLANNING COUNCIL | One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 02908 |.www.planning.ri.gov




PROJECT INFORMATION

Describe need for proposed project:

The current configuration of Aquidneck Avenue in the Atlantic Beach District is unwelcoming to
[pedestrians and unusable by the handicapped. It serves as an unattractive and uninviting gateway to the
district and may dissuade potential visitors staying at the numerous hotels in the area from venturing out
without a car.

Describe anticipated municipal or state transportation network or economic development benefits:

The ability of pedestrians, including disabled and low income populations, to access the Atlantic Beach
District will be greatly improved. The experience of tourists visiting the beaches in the area and staying
in adjacent hotels will also be improved. Creating pedestrian infrastructure to accommodate these groups
will reduce congestion during the busy summer months.

Is the project consistent with the local Comprehensive Plan? Yes D No
Is the project on the Federal Aid System? Yes [] No
Is the project on the National Highway System? Yes D No
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CERTIFICATION

Evaluation Criteria

Please address the following topics as they relate to the project. Refer to “An Overview of TIP Guiding
Principles” for more information. Submission must not exceed 2 pages, single-spaced, 12-point font.

1. Mobility Benefits 5. Supports Local and State Goals
2. Cost Effectiveness 6. Safety and Security
3. Economic Development 7. Equity

4. Environmental Impact

Project Estimates
ROW Study Design Construction Total
Estimated Project Costs $300K $1 million $1.3 million

Total Cost | $1.3 million

Amount Requested 'through TIP Process | $1.3 million

Is there funding from other sources committed to this project? [] Yes No
Source Amount

Intersection improvements in the Atlantic Beach District have already been funded

with construction slated to start this year,

Total

Estimated date of construction 2017 forward

Applicant Certification
| attest tha i ormanoyﬁ on this application is in true and,accurate,
]

6/ é
IH!(Q

Applicant’s:Sig Date

Chief Executive Dfficer’s Signature Date

\

- ALL APPLICATIONS ARE DUE BY 3:00PM ON FRIDAY, JANUARY 8, 2016




Town of Middletown
New Project Request
Atlantic Beach District Roadway Improvements

Mobility benefits »
According to data collected for the Aquidneck Island Transportation Study, daily traffic volume is roughly
12,000 on Aquidneck Avenue between Green End Lane and East Main Road. Similar volumes are
projected for the section of Aquidneck Avenue in the Atlantic Beach District. While the area can become
congested during the summer months, this project is primarily aimed at improving safety and pedestrian !
access.

Roadway improvements and sidewalk optimizations will allow for this residentially and commercially
dense area to become a pedestrian-oriented neighborhood, a status it is perfectly suited for but
presently unable to obtain given safety concerns. Additionally, increasing pedestrian friendliness will
allow greater access to the water and a proposed park immediately adjacent to the neighborhood.

Cost Effectiveness

The safety and utility of the Atlantic Beach District intersections will be greatly improved by this project.

These changes will be especially evident to visitors to the area, ideally resulting in increased tourism

numbers and increased capture of tourism dollars by the increased walkability of the district. When

taken in conjunction with other submitted proposals, including the extension of pedestrian

infrastructure on Aquidneck Avenue and Purgatory Road, as well as proposals for increased park space

in the Atlantic Beach District, this proposal is capable of turning the Atlantic Beach District into the

vibrant tourist destination it has the potential to be. E

Economic Development

Tourism is the primary economic driver for the Atlantic Beach District given its proximity to the beach
and Downtown Newport. Increased walkability would certainly increase the attractiveness of this
economically strong area, as well as reduce traffic and open parking facilities to visitors not staying in
one of the many neighborhood hotels. Furthermore, the presence of the Aquidneck Corporate Park
immediately north of the project area provides ~2,500 employees who may be willing to travel the
approximately half mile to visit the Atlantic Beach District restaurants for lunch, further increasing
investment in the local economy as no chain establishments currently exist in the district.

Environmental Impact .

Providing facilities that allow for non-vehicular transportation options decreases the vehicles miles
traveled and the corresponding emission of CO2 and other air pollutants. Fewer chemicals are
distributed on the road surface, reducing polluted surface water and limiting the potential of these
pollutants to contaminate groundwater, particularly important given the proximity of Easton Pond, the
largest drinking water reservoir on Aquidneck Island.

Supports Local and State Goals
Identified as a high-priority project, this proposal directly supports objectives outlined in the 2014
comprehensive plan which was fully accepted by the State in November 2015. Specifically, the Town of



- Middletown’s Transportation Vision Statement, “Town of Middletown will strive to provide a safe,
efficient, and sustainable multi-modal transportation system that reduces reliance on the automobile
and meets the diverse mobility needs of residents, workers, and visitors while maintaining the scenic
quality of our community.” Community-identified goals of: Promote livable and sustainable communities
through coordinated transportation/land use strategies and Provide a safe, convenient, and pleasant
network of walkways are also addressed by this proposal. In addition to the comprehensive plan,

improvements in this area were shown broad support during the creation of the Atlantic Beach District
Master Plan.

On a state policy level, this project is consistent with Transportation 2035. Specifically, the project
addresses implementation of the following goals: D: Design, ED: Economic development, EN:
Environmental, H: Highway, PE: Pedestrian, and S: Safety.

Safety and Security

This proposal corrects a significant safety problem with the reconfiguration of four intersections:
Aquidneck Ave./Valley Rd., Aquidneck Ave./Newport Ave., Aquidneck Ave./Briarwood/Crescent, and
Aquidneck Ave./Purgatory Rd. Currently, the intersections are unsafe for pedestrians and motorists,
both of which would see increased safety with the corrections via improved sight lines, intersections,
and traffic calming measures. As an area of high residential density and high tourism activity, there are
a large number of families with children in the area. Improving pedestrian safety is of the utmost
concern with regards to the safety of minors.

Additionally, Aquidneck Ave. serves as an evacuation route and a primary emergency shelter, Gaudet
Middle School, is located along it.

Equity

Any project aiming to improve pedestrian utility inherently supports greater transportation equity by
permitting individuals without access to or preference for automobiles to take full advantage of their
community. As a project targeting both a high density residential area and a tourism heavy area, this
proposal also provides for a high degree of social equity between locals and visitors to the area.
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HERRESHOFF . ONE BURNSIDE STREET ~ P.O. BOX 450

Marine Museum ' BRISTOL, RHODE ISLAND 02809 U.S.A.
: !
AMERICAS CUP Phone 401.253.5000
Hall of Fame Fax  401.253.6222
Email INFO @ HERRESHOFF.ORG
May 27’ 2016 Web WWW, HERRESHOFF, ORG

Mr. Jared L. Rhodes

Secretary, RI State Planning Council
One Capitol Hill

Providence, R1 02908

Re: Herreshoff Marine Museum Rehabilitation Project
Mr. Rhodes:

] appreciate the opportunity to have addressed the Council on Thursday, May 26t. This
letter will serve as a follow up to that presentation, and it includes the relevant
attachments as referenced in my comments.

Built in 1855, the General Ambrose Burnside Building at 22-26 Burnside Street has a rich
and colorful history. Between 1858 and 1870, the building served as the headquarters for
the Burnside Rifle Company (later the Bristol Firearms Company), manufacturers of the
Burnside Carbine which saw widespread use during the Civil War. In the late 1800s, the
building was expanded and became the Machine Shop for the Herreshoff Manufacturing
Company. It is currently the largest building on the Herreshoff Marine Museum campus
which straddles SR 114 halfway between Providence and Newport, and the building is the
focus of a planned expansion of the museum’s exhibit space to accommodate HMM’s
growing collection including the newly completed 1/6%-scale model of the 1903 America’s
Cup defender RELIANCE, arguably the greatest yacht built in Rhode Island.

Key Points

1. Based on the project agreement between the HMM and RIDOT dated June 6%, 2013
(attached), this project was funded by transportation enhancement funding from
the USDOT administered by the FHWA. The total funding is $1.5 million of which
$1.2 million is federally-funded and $300K state-funded. While the federal funding
is subject to obligational authority limitations, we are not aware of a sum of $815K
that is available for re-prioritization by RIDOT.

2. The projectis in progress and over $386K of the $1.5 million has been spent to-date.
Phase 1, the stabilization of the building’s cupola and replacement of several areas
of the roof to keep the water out, is largely prep work for Phase 2 which involves the
restoration of the building’s envelope. Phase 1 is now complete and Phase 2 is at
the 10% stage. HMM has invested over $100K in this project to-date and hundreds
of hours of staff time. This project is geared to restore a seriously deteriorating
asset which is a major component of the museum’s expansion plans, and if we aren’t




able to undertake Phase 2 in 2016/17, the building will continue to deteriorate
further which will increase the cost of saving it in later years.

3. In the draft TIP, a reason given for de-prioritizing our project was a “lack of support
from the town of Bristol”. Evidence of a lack of support was that our project was not
on the town’s list of priority projects. Further investigation has revealed that, for
whatever reason, our project was omitted from the list of projects sent to the town
for prioritization, so that fact that it did not show up on their list is not an indicator
of a lack of support - rather it’s an indicator of an omission on the part of Statewide
Planning. We met with Bristol Town Administrator Anthony Texiera, and he
reaffirmed that the town fully supports our project - support that was provided in a
letter from Mr. Texiera as part of our submission (attached).

4. HMM applied for and was awarded a $150K grant from RIHP for the restoration of
additional windows in the Burnside Building and to augment the RIDOT project.
This grant requires a match, and the project must be started within one year. We
are now in danger of losing the matching funds and therefore also the $150K grant,
all of which would have gone to Rhode Island-based contractors.

5. This project is a key driver for our Strategic Plan and a significant component of a
larger campus master plan both of which are geared to make the HMM campus a
major destination. We have recently kicked off a capital campaign to raise funds for
this project. HMM has directly spent over $20K getting Phase 2 to the 10% stage,
and we have been meeting with prospective funders under the assumption that we
can execute this projectin 2016/17.

To reiterate the two requests I put to the Council:

1. Review the agreement between RIDOT and HMM (attached) to confirm the amount
of state funding available for “re-prioritization” as we believe it is $300K, not $815K.

2. Reconsider the timing of that funding, and shift from 2025 to 2016/17 with 50%
available in each of those two years.

Again, I appreciate the fact that our project is in the 2017-2025 Draft TIP, and I also
appreciate the opportunity to address the Council on this matter. On behalf of the museum
staff and my board of directors, I remain hopeful that the Council will reconsider the timing
of the funding,.

- Kind regards,
Bill Lynn
President & Executiye Director




O% HERRESHOFF MARINE MUSEUM
(, REHABILITATION PROJECT AGREEMENT

@ By and Between

RHODE ISLAND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
And the
HERRESHOFF MARINE MUSEUM

AGREEMENT made and entered intc by and between the State of Rhode Island and Providence
Plantations acting through its Deprtment of Transportation (hereinafier the State) and the Herreshoff Marine
Museum (hereinafter the Museum), (collectively the “Parties™), a 501(C) (3) domestic non-profit corporation
doing business at One Bumside Street, Bristol, Rhode Island.

WHEREAS, the Parties entered into an Enhancement Project Agreement dated June 7, 2007; and

WHEREAS, the Enhancement Projcct Agreement dated June 7, 2007 encompassed an ngreemem to
build the America’s Cup Hall of Fame building; and

WHEREAS, due to the costs of maintenance of this new building the Musuv:m no longer wishes to
proceed with the Enhancement Project Agreement dated June 7, 2007; and

WHEREAS, the Museum wishes to reallocate the remaining project funds from the Enhancement
Project Agreement dated June 7, 2007 to the Herreshoff Marine Museum Rehabilitation Project (hereinafter
the Project) specifically the rehabilitation of General Ambrose Burnside building at 22-26 Bumside Street
and, if funding permits, other adjacent historic buildings on the Herreshoff Marine Museum campus; and

WHEREAS, the Parties hereby agree that the Enhancement Project Agreement of June 7, 2007 is
terminated in its entirety and is replaced with and is subject to the terms and conditions of the Herreshoff
Marine Museum Rechabilitation Project Agreement; and

WHEREAS the State is the rccnplent of transportation enhancement funding from the United States
Department of Transportation, administered through the Federal Highwy Administration (hereinafter
FHWA) under catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number 20.205; Highway Planning and
Construction; and

WHEREAS, the State has approved enhancements and maritime heritage site improvements to
include restoration under Federal Aid Project NumbersSTP-TEA.(O42), STP-TEA:(OGO) and SAFE-TEA-
LU Earmarks HP-4854 and HP-1318; and

WHEREAS, the Muscum agrees 1o be responsible for the design and coﬁstr-uction of the Project; and
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WHEREAS, the Museum will pay for the full cost of the design and the State will reimburse the
Museum for construction of the project up to the amount of One Million Five Hundred Thousand and 00/100
(81,500,000) dollars; and s

WHEREAS, the Project will be implemented under the provisions established in the Federal-Aid
Policy Guide of the FHWA, and comply with the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 23, highway and State
requirements and procedures; and

WHEREAS, the State and Museum recognize that Project funds may be reduced based upon
obligational authority limitations. The State will work with the Transportation Enhancement Advisory
Committee and/or Transportation Advisory Committee to set priorities based on limitations on available
funding; and ‘ : :

WHEREAS, of the One Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($1,500,000), eighty percent
(80%) or up to OneMillion Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($1,200,000) is federally funded and twenty
percent (20%) or up to Three Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000) is State funded.

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing premises and the mutual obligations contained
herein, the State and the Museum hereby agree as follows: '

1. The Herreshoff Marine Museum Enhancement Project Agreement dated June 7, 2007 is terminated.

2. The authorized start date of the Herreshoff Marine Museum Rehabilitation Project for reimbursement
purposes shall be the State's Notice to Proceed to construction.

3. One Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars $1,500,000 in remaining State and Federal funds will
be used solely for construction of the Herreshoff Marine Museum Rehabilitation.

4. Of the One Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars (§1,500,000), eighty percent (80%) or up to
OneMillion Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($1,200,000) is federally funded and twenty percent
(20%) or up to Three Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000) is State funded.

5. The Museum will be responsible for the full cost of design of the Burnside building rehabilitation
subject to the review and concurrence of the State and the Rhode Island Historic Preservation and
Heritage Commission under its responsibilites as outlined in Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966, amended.

6. The Museum will select a consultant to design the Project and develop the bid documents in
accordance with federal requirements.

7. The deéign of the Project will confonﬁ to all State design standards, specifications and policies.
A. The Museum will submit the design plans to the State for review and approval at the

preliminary stage of design and submit the plans, specifications, and estimates (hereinafter
PS&E) at the 90% stage of design and at the PS&E stage of design. Such submissions shall
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12.

14,

include not be limited to all engineering, landscaping, and permitting requircments , as
applicable to the Project.

B. Review by the State is for the limited purpose of confirming that final design documents will
be acceptable to the State and is not intended to relieve the Museum of full responsibility with
respect to errors and omissions.

The Museum will be responsible for construction of the Project in accordance with the plans and
specifications approved by the State.

All costs for the work on the Project, including construction, materials testing, building and site
related. certificates of compliance and construction inspection that exceed the $1,500,000 of State and
Federal funding will be the responsibility of the Museum.

. The Museum will develop a preliminary restoration program with cost estimates for cach step,

sequenced so as to ensure that the building will be in a habitable condition should the funds be
exhausted before all the restoration steps are complete. The work sequence is prioritized as follows:
Roof, cuppola, gutters and downspouts, base masonry repairs, windows, doors, east wall
reconstruction, front facade, siding, painting, wiring, sprinklers, fire alarm and interior restoration.

The Museum will select a Project Manager to administer the Project. Such administration shall
include but not limited to the maintenance of a Praject account, as well as processing invoices,
change orders and contract addenda. The Museum shall maintain all financial records.

Pursuant to the provisions of 49 CFR, the State reserves the right to apply additional consideration to
ensure that Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBE) as defined therin have the maximum
opportunity to compete for and perform contracts and subcontracts under this Agreement. The
Museum and its contractors shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin or sex in
the award and performance of work under this Agreement.

. Prior 1o construction of the Project, during the post-qualification process, the Museum’s contractor

shall submit a Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Plan for review and approval by the State.
The Plan shall demonstrate the manner in which the City’s contractor will achieve participation rates
established by the State. The State shall not authorize the construction by the Museum to proceed
until such Plan has been approved by the:

Vanessa Crum, Administrator

Office of Business & Community Resources
- Two Capitol Hill '

Providence, R102903 -

The State will be responsible for reimbursement to the Museum: of all costs associated with
construction of the Project; up to and not exceeding One Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars
($1.500,000). Costs in excess of said reimbursement are the responsibility of the Museum.
Supporting documentation of payment will be required for all reimbursements.
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15. Upon execution of this Agreement, if the Museum is subject to the single audit requirements
established in the Office of Management and Budget Circular A-133, the Museum will be rcguircd to
submit a copy of the singie audit report for cach year in which work was performed.

16. 1f the Museum is not subject to the audit requircments of OMB Circular No. A-133, the Museum
shall perform a final audit of the contract(s) in accordance with OMB Circular No. A-133. The State
will not make final pavment 1o the Museum until the State has reccived a completed copy of the

audit.

17. The Museum will work with the State to obtain an Environmental Determination of no significant
impact for the project in accordance with FHWA regulation at 23 CFR Part 771.117. Construction of
the Project may proceed only after receipt of said Environmental Determination.

18. The Museum will construct the Project using the design approved by the State.

A. In awarding the construction contract to the lowest qualified bidder, the Musem will usc
competitive bidding for the Project in conformance with 23 CFR Part 635 and
will comply will all provisions of Title 37, Chapter 2 of the Rhode Island General
Laws.

B. The Museum shall be responsible for ensuring that materials incorporated into the
Project are in conformance with State Standards and Specifications.

2.

(523

~No

The State and the Museum will develop a Materials Testing Schedule baséd upon the
Department’s Master Materials Testing Schedule before commencing construction.

Stieel, agprepate, soils, Portland cement concrete, and bituminous concrete utilized in
construction of the Project shall be obtained from State approved sources and sampled and
tested by personnel certified by either the Northeast Transportation Training and
Certification Program, the National Institute for Certification of Engineering Technologies
or American Concrete Institute, whichever may be applicable for the materials being
sampled and tested.

Steel used in permanent placements shall comply with Buy America Requirements.

The Museum shall obtain certificates of compliance and mill certifications in accordance
with the approved Materials Testing Schedule.

The Museum must certify that all materials used as part of the Project comply with the
design specifications established for the Project.

Contractor test results shall not be used for materials acceptance.

All samples shall be random samples and all sampling and all testing shall meet the
requirements of 23 CFR Part 637, Construction Inspection and Approval.

Manufacturer certificates of compliance must accompany each shipment of product and
must be received and accepted by the Project Manager prior to incorporating the product
into the work. Under no circumstances will the State reimburse costs for items where a
Certificate of Compliance is required and has not been received,
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C. The Museum must certify that prevailing wage (Davis Bacon) rates have been paid during
construction of the Project. Certifications of prevailing wage rates must be provided with
each invoice, subject to review and acceptance by the State in accordance with State
procedures.

D. For any work required within the State highway right-of-way, in accordance with 23
CFR Part 635.105, the State shall assign an engineer to ensure tht the Project receives
adequate supervision and inspection to insure that the Project is completed in
accordance with approved plans and specifications

19. The following are the General Program Requirements for the submision of reimbursment
requests by the Museum: .

A. The Museum shall invoice the State for work completed by the contractor on the
Project and the cost of materils supplicd bhy the contractor to the Project in
accordance with State requirements and procedures.

B. The Museum shall submit reimbursement requests with a cover letter signed by the
Project Manager containing the following language and provisions:

“I hereby certify that the materials nd work for which payment is being requested
meets the requirements of the contract documents and approved change orders in
all respects, except as noted below. This certification is made in full cognizace of
the Federal False Statement provision under United States Code, title 18, Section
1020, and I am duly authorized to certify on behalf of the Museum.”

20. The following are the General Program Requirements for the finalization and closcout of the

Project.

A. Finalization and acceptance of the Project shall be performed by the State. The
following items are required to finalize and close the Project:

e 8 & & o

Final inspection report

Corrective action plan(s) and Punch List resolutions

Letter of Project acceptance certifying that the Project has been completed in
accordance with the contract documents

MBE/DBE certification

Prevailing Wage Certification (Davis Bacon)

Anti-collusion Certification

Materials Testing Certification

Certification by the Project Manager that all certificates of compliance and mill
certifications are on file S :

Copy of Single Audit Repori(s) issued in years in which work was performed ora
copy of the program specific audit ir applicable

Equal Employment Opportunity Statement
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23.

24.

e Completed DBE Verification form signed by the DBE contractor(s) and the prime
contractor

»

The Project shall be subject to inspections by the State in accordance with State-funded
procedures. All findings must be satisfactorily addressed before final reimbursement by the State.

Upon completion of the Project, the Museum will be responsible to maintain all aspects of the
Project in accordance wit the plans and specifications developed for the Project at its own cost and
expense.

All costs billed under this Agreement are subject to audit. The Muscum agrees to maintain all
“records pertaining to the costs incurred in perfermance of the Project and this Agreement for a
period of three (3) years from the date of final payment and all other pending matters are closed.

The State reserves the right to terminate this Agreement if state or federal funds are rescinded or
not authorized.

This Agreement may not be altered or amended except by written agreement signed by all the
parties.

The State has provided the Museum the federal award information for this Project and the
Museum agrees to comply with all applicable requirements under OMB Circular A-133 as
designated on the Sub-Recipient Fact Sheet, which is attached hereto as Appendix A and
incorporated herein by reference. '

The Museum will take all necessary steps to reccive authority by its Board of Trustees and execute
this Agreement for ratification; submission of proof of such authority to the State prior 1o issuance
of a Natice to Proceed to construction.

(Intentionally Blank)
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IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, The Rhode Island Department of Transportation and the Herreshoff Marine
Museum hve caused this Agreement to be executed by duly authorized officials on the __ [, {/ *day of
Taat) ,2013.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL:

Voo Tl

CHIEF ENGINEER
DATE:___4/( /(™

TV Pty

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER HERRESHOFF MARINE MUSEUM
DATE: 5-32-/3
APPROVED AS TO FORM APPROVED AS TO FORM:

. é%

LEGAL COU SEL
DATE: 43z / / %
APPROVED: APPROVED:

T (-
paTE b @s ! f;i%i‘“’;/)g//f

EXAMINED AND APPROVED:

1

/,L DIVISION ADMINISTRATOR

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
DATE:_"] ~(§ -/ 2
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TOWN OF BRISTOL, RHODE ISLAND
OFrrICE OF TOWN ADMINISTRATOR :

ANTONIO A. TEIXEIRA
Town Administrator

January 8, 2016

Ms. Karen Scott

Assistant Chief

RI Statewide Planning Program
1 Capitol Hill

Providence, R1 02908

RE: Herreshoff Marine Museum Rehabilitation Project

Ms. Scott:

This letter is to inform you and the other members of the Project Evaluation
Subcommittee that the Town of Bristol is aware of, and supports the restoration of
the Burnside Building at 22-26 Burnside Street in Bristol.

I can also attest that the project conforms to the Town of Bristol Comprehensive
Plan as it is directly intended to protect the historic and cultural resources that link
Bristol’s present with Bristol’s past.

As the Herreshoff Marine Museum is located in one of Bristol’s historic districts, any
exterior renovation project must secure a permit from the Brlstol Historic District
Commission.

'Kind regards,

Antonio A. Teixiera
Town Administrator

10 CourT STREET, BrisToL, RI 02809 401-253-7000 Fax 401-253-1570 EMAIL ATEIXEIRA@BRISTOLRI.US
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RIDOT Public Hearing

Background

Built in 1855, the General Ambrose Burnside Building at 22-26 Burnside Street has a rich
and colorful history. Between 1858 and 1870, the building served as the headquarters
for the Burnside Rifle Company (later the Bristol Firearms Company), manufacturers of
the Burnside Carbine which saw widespread use during the Civil War. In the late 1800s,
the building was expanded and became the Machine Shop for the Herreshoff
Manufacturing Company. It is currently the largest building on the Herreshoff Marine
Museum campus which straddles SR 114 halfway between Providence and Newport,
and the building is the focus of a planned expansion of the museum’s exhibit space to
accommodate HMM’s growing collection including the newly completed 1/6%-scale
model of the 1903 America’s Cup defender RELIANCE, arguably the greatest yacht built
in Rhode Island.

Key Points

1. Based on the project agreement between the HMM and RIDOT dated June 6,
2013, this project was funded by transportation enhancement funding from the
USDOT administered by the FHWA. The total funding is $1.5 million of which
$1.2 million is federally-funded and $300K state-funded. While the federal
funding is subject to obligational authority limitations, we are not aware of a
sum of $815K that is available for re-prioritization by RIDOT.

2. The project is in progress and over $386K of the $1.5 million has been spent to-
date. Phase 1, the stabilization of the building’s cupola and replacement of
several areas of the roof to keep the water out, is largely prep work for Phase 2
which involves the restoration of the building’s envelope. Phase 1 is now
complete and Phase 2 is at the 10% stage. HMM has invested over $100K in this
project to-date and hundreds of hours of staff time. This project is geared to
restore an important but seriously deteriorating asset, and if we aren’t able to
undertake Phase 2 in 2016/17, the building will continue to deteriorate further
which will increase the cost of saving it in later years.

3. Inthe draft TIP, a reason given for de-prioritizing our project was a “lack of
support from the town of Bristol”. Evidence of a lack of support was that our
project was not on the town’s list of priority projects. Further investigation has
revealed that, for whatever reason, our project was omitted from the list of
projects sent to the town for prioritization, so that fact that it did not show up on
their list is not an indicator of a lack of support — rather it’s an indicator of an
omission on the part of Statewide Planning. We met with Bristol Town
Administrator Anthony Texiera, and he reaffirmed that the town fully supports




our project — support that was provided in a letter from Mr. Texiera as part of
our submission.

HMM applied for and was awarded a $150K grant from RIHP for the restoration
of additional windows in the Burnside Building and to augment the RIDOT
project. This grant requires a match, and the project must be started within one
year. We are now in danger of losing the matching funds and therefore also the

$150K grant.

This project is a significant component of a larger campus master plan for which
we have begun a capital campaign. HMM has directly spent over $20K getting
Phase 2 to the 10% stage, and we have been meeting with prospective funders
under the assumption that we can execute this project in 2016/17.

Conclusion

HMM therefore makes two requests:

1.

Review the agreement between RIDOT and HMM to confirm the amount of state
funding available for “re-prioritization” as we believe it is $300K, not $815K.

Reconsider the timing of that funding, and shift from 2025 to 2016/17 with 50%
available in each of those two years.



401.438.1212 phone + 401.435.4581 fax

1011 Waterman Avenue * East Providence, Rhode Island 02914
email: office@eastprovidenceareachamber.com
www.eastprovidenceareachamber.com

June 17, 2016

Rhode Island Statewide Planning
One Capitol Hill, 3" Floor
Providence, Rl 02908

RE: FFY 2017-2025 State Transportation Improvement Program

The East Providence Area Chamber of Commerce respectfully requests that the project
for Pawtucket Avenue from Taunton Avenue to Veterans Memorial Parkway be
advanced from its current FY2022 construction year to 2018.

Each of these roads are major thoroughfares for the City of East Providence, and
Pawtucket Avenue is the vital link between Taunton Avenue and “Vets Parkway.” This
road serves the business community as well as our residents on a daily basis. It has
also caused untold numbers of flat tires and damage to our vehicles over the years. (|
speak from personal experience.) Pawtucket Avenue is especially treacherous and
nerve-wracking, in the winter months and during rainstorms, when the pot holes and tire
trenches are filled and covered with water or snow. For those without access to a
vehicle, there are few places along Pawtucket Avenue to use the sidewalks with
handicap accessibility. They are in serious disrepair as well. These roads and walkways
have become a negative topic of discussion regarding conducting business in the City
and being dangerous.

We would also like to request that the [-195 Taunton Avenue/Warren Avenue
Interchange project be retained in the Study & Development Project Category for the
reasons that the City of East Providence has noted in previous testimony.

The East Providence Area Chamber has been actively involved in promoting this
section of the City, also known as Watchemoket Square. For the last five years, we
have coordinated the Annual Watchemoket Square Day event to bring awareness
among the public to this area. The major economic development projects along the
waterfront would benefit greatly from improved access that would be created by the
Interchange.

Thank you for your consideration and attention to these projects. They are of great
interest and benefit to our business community and residents.

ncerety, v
5

ura A. McNamara, executive director
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Representative
Curbin

Pawtucket Avenue Sidewalk and
g Condition Photographs

Intersection in Kent Heights area
of Pawtucket Avenue
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on Pawtucket Avenue
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Representative Pawtucket Avenue Sidewalk and
Curbing Oo:n_:_o:é _u:oﬁo.oﬁm_u:m

Pedestrian in Kent Heights section Bicyclist in Kent Heights section
of Pawtucket Avenue of Pawtucket Avenue

Pavement and curb condition Curb, sidewalk and water valve in
near walkover bridge vicinity of Senior Center
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Representative Pawtucket Avenue Sidewalk and

Curbing Cond

g

N

_um.m_.mn_mn_ m.mn_mim_x and curbing
in the vicinity of High School,

mmsmo_.Omsﬂm_.
f< : E

in the vicinity of High School,
Senior Center

“Degraded sidewalk and curbing

ition Photographs

-

Degraded sidewalk and curbing in
the vicinity of High School, Senior
Cente

Hydrant restricting access for
handicapped pedestrians



Bonnet Point Rd Causeway Rehabilitation

June 23, 2016 . ) . .
Re: Bonnet Point Road Causeway Rehabilitation-Amended Application

Dear Mr. Rhodes,

we, the residents of the Bonnet Shores Fire District, strongly support the Town of
Narragansett's amendment to the TIP application.

The granting of this proposal would allow for reconstruction of the currently
failing causeway, enhance the safety of motorists and pedestrians in Bonnet, improve
the water quality in the wesquage watershed and enhance substantially an
all-important means of egress from Bonnet in the event of a natural disaster.

Bonnet Point Rd. is one of only two roads that lead in and out of Bonnet Shores. The
causeway section is easily flooded with heavy rains and often impassable in the
winter months. This greatly impedes emergency vehicles from reaching homes on that
side of Bonnet in a timely and urgent manner.

we would 1like to thank Mike DeLuca and his planning staff from the Town of
Narragansett for recognizing this important issue and their great efforts to help
our community. We also thank carol Hagan McEntee, our State Representative, who has
been very supportive of this project.

Thank you and the board very much for your consideration of this proposal.

Sincerely,

Rep. Carol Hagan McEntee (District. 33), Col John Gardner Rd.
Dale G. and Nancy P. Cordy, 240 Bonnet Point Rd.
David H. And Carol M. Stenmark, Lake Rd.
Terry and Carole Duffy, Richard Smith Rd.
Mary E. McGinn, 63 Fairway Dr.
Janice and Robert McClanaghan, 178 Treasure Rd.
Lloyd P. And Jean Albert, Camden Rd.
Eliot and Kathy Gersten, Camden Rd.
Jessica, Rebecca and Mike Blinn, Treasure Rd.
Rick and vicki Gersten, Camden Rd.
Liz and Nagi Osta, Bonnet Point Rd.
Kevin L. Masse, 233 Bonnet Shores Rd.
Brad and benise Sellon, 236 Bonnet Point Rd.
Paul and Margaret Haas, 245 Bonnet Point Rd.
Muriel and william Dickinson, 246 Col. John Gardner Rd.
Anita J. Langer, 241 Col. John Gardner Rd.
James and Nancy Riccitelli, 7 Cross Rd.
Joe and Rosemary Pariseault, 5 Dunes Rd.
Elayne and Bernie Casey, 37 Lake Rd.
Joseph H. and Judith A. McGinn, 60 Fairway Dr.
Lawrence & Linda Marcello, 5 Namcook Rd. :
Terence and Alison Fracassa, 30 withington Rd.
Michael 3. vendetti, 29 Muratore Lane
Richard and Mary Mercier, 169 Col. John Gardner Rd.
Hugh and Mary Dunlap, 38 Richard Smith Rd.
Nicholas P. Mocciolo & Alyssa D. Benedict, 10 Tom walsh Lane
Anthony and Ann Marie vitale, 19 Webster Ave.
Shelley Parness, 205 Col. John Gardner Rd.
Dr. Spiros and Niovi Constantinides
Mark & Karen Connor, 3 Oswego Trail
Robert Crossley, Allagash Trail
Maureen McMahon, 60 Treasure Rd.
Lynne & Douglas Stotz, 33 Anchorage Rd.
Robert woloohojian, 234 Bonnet Shores Rd.
Mark & Leisha Simon, 14 Fairway Drive
Mark and Denise McNamara, Col. John Gardner Rd.
sheila & Richard Mulcahy, King Phillip Rd.
Carol & Kevin Ryan, 3 Roxbury Ave.
Stephen Nugent, 158 Treasure Rd.
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Bonnet Point Rd Causeway Rehabilitation

Peter & Paula Brunelli, 85 Treasure Rd.
Alisa L. Ruggiero,
Kathleen & David Murphy, 9 01d Town Trail
Diane & Jeff Kendall, 16 Fairport Rd.
Richard J. Murphy, 268 Bonnet Point Rd.
Andy Kushner, 97 Allagash Trail
Marie & winifred Kelley, Bonnet Point Rd.
Judith & Richard Hoyer, 7 oOnondega Rd.
Matt & Joanne Listro, 9 Salem Trail
susan Alukonis, 15 Huron Ave.
carolyn Churnside, 24 Dunes Rd.
Giuseppe & Lynn Giordano, 1001 Boston Neck Rd.
Sarah O'Hare, 52 Leonard Bodwell Rd.
Nancy McFeeley, 161 Camden Rd.
Mary Hogan, 239 Bonnet Point Rd.
Steve Rotenberg/Roseanne DiCenso, 131 Col. John Gardner Rd.
susan & David Resnick, 162 Camden Rd.
Robert H. Ryan, 232 Bonnet Point Rd.
James L. Sheridan, Esq., 3 Cavalier Rd.
Theresa M. Murphy, 56 Camden Rd.
Richard w. & Arlene Stauffer, 70 Camden Rd.
Judi D. Braman & Sidney S. Braman, MD, 8 Dunes Rd.
Raymond F. Collins, 210 Col. John Gardner Rd.
william J. Cassidy, 132 Camden Rd.
Donna Sinel & Diane Martin 12 Algonquin Trail
Steve & Joy Ryder, 35 Lilly Lane
Buz & Cynthia Gardiner, 120 Allagash Trail
Sharon Ford, 123 camden Rd.
David DiPrete, 24 Fairway Dr.
Thomas walsh, 138 Treasure Rd.
Richard sylvestre, 18 mohawk Trail
Patricia Davis & Mary Mason, 54 Gardenia Lane
Joan Croce, 92 Lake Rd.
Madeleine and Bob Stepanian, 47 Ottawa Trail
Maria Golden, 7 Anchorage Rd.
George Short, 64 King Phillip Rd.
Joe Steigauf, 34 Muratore Lane
Carol Cotter, 204 Bonnet Shores Rd.
Vvictor & Rebecca Primavera, Col. John Gardner Rd.
Carol 0'Donnell & Salvatore Moio, 278 col. John Gardner Rd.
Alfred G. Vvuono
Brenda & John Moriarty, 165 Treasure Rd.
Paul & Jule Brennan, 128 Col. John Gardner Rd.
Edward P. Ready, 54 Bayberry Rd.
Henry Marciano, 19 Treasure Rd.
Lionel G. Archambault, 186 Treasure Rd.
Phil & Pat Kuehne, 235 Col. John Gardner Rd.
Patricia 0'Brien, 176 Col. John Gardner Rd.
Jeff case, 40 King Phillip Rd.
Anthony, Marie, Adam Lupino, 25 Lake Rd.
Frank & Eileen Baker, Burbank Ave.
Thomas Natale, MD, 27 Fairway Dr.
Geraldine DelSesto, 14 Presque Isle Trail
Joe Badaracco, 176 Col. John Gardner Rd.
Sharon Dou?herty & Joseph Iannucci, 57 Onondega Rd.
PJ DePetrillo, 36 Joy Lane
Lynne Pi-Sunyer, 34 Muratore Lane
Hal Torman, 8 Merriweather Ave.
Jim & Betty Ann O'Shaughnessy, Camden Rd.
Joanie wieleba, 117 Col. John Gardner Rd.
ETlizabeth M. Dalton, 105 Treasure Rd.
wally & Julie Collins, 42 Bayberry Rd.
Jane & Paul williams, 8 Penobscot Trail
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Bonnet Point Rd Causeway Rehabilitation
Charles & Paulette Brousseau, 1 Cross Rd.
Margaret C. Ford, 132 Treasure Rd.
Adrien & Kristen Deberghes
Paula child's & Mark Rose, 55 Lake Rd.
Raymond T. Bush, 20 stratford Rd.
Elaine & Albert J. Perrotta, 91 Camden Rd.
Robert & Mary Patterson, 43 Lake Rd.
william DelGizzo, 182 col. John Gardner Rd.
Thomas Cody, 28 stratford Ave.
Donna & Jim Benedict, 30 Bonnet Point Rd.
Andrea Falcione, 25 Maywood Rd.
Edward & Paula Fratelli, 26 Aroostook Trail
Kathryn shanley, 55 Treasure Rd.
Mr. & Mrs. Dana E. Carter, 173 Treasure Rd.
Leona Keeley, Bonnet Point Rd.
Steve Randal]l & Kathleen McDonald, 47 Burbank Ave.
John & Meghan vitale, 47 withington Rd.
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Scott, Karen (DOA)

To: Rhodes, Jared (DOA)
Subject: RE: In favor of raising the cause way , adding our names

From: Bonnie Fiske [mailto:bonniefiske@cox.net]

Sent: Sunday, June 26, 2016 10:49 AM

To: Rhodes, Jared (DOA) <Jared.Rhodes@doa.ri.gov>
Subject: In favor of raising the cause way, adding our names

Charles H. Fiske and Barbaralee Fiske
9 Maywood Rd. Narra. R.I. 02882
Sent from my iPhone




Scott, Karen (DOA)

From: Rhodes, Jared (DOA)

Sent: Monday, June 27, 2016 8:08 AM

To: Scott, Karen (DOA); Siefert, Chelsea (DOA); Witt, Chris (DOA)
Subject: FW: signature request

Jared Rhodes

Chief, Rhode Island Statewide Planning Program
One Capitol Hill

Providence, RI 02908

(401) 222 5731

CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION and/or work product. This e-mail and any attachments contain confidential and/or
legally privileged information from the office of the State of Rhode Island, Department of Administration, Division of
Planning, Statewide Planning Program. It is intended solely for the use of the named addressee(s). If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this e-
mailed information is strictly prohibited and unauthorized. If you receive this e-mail in error, please immediately notify
the sender by e-mail or telephone and permanently delete all copies of this e-mail and any attachments.

From: wysock@comcast.net [mailto:wysock@comcast.net]
Sent: Sunday, June 26, 2016 11:33 AM

To: Rhodes, Jared (DOA) <Jared.Rhodes@doa.ri.gov>
Subject: signature request

Please feel free to use my name shown below to include on any correspondence in pursuit of
support for the causeway road in Bonnet.

Best,
Len

Len Wysocki Ph.D.LLC

licensed Psychologist

49 Finley Hill Rd.

Marlborough, Ct. 06447

(860) 798-4913
http://www.newhaven.edu/Faculty-Staff-Profiles/Leonard-Wysocki/




Scott, Karen (DOA)

From: Rhodes, Jared (DOA)

Sent: Monday, June 27, 2016 8:12 AM

To: Witt, Chris (DOA); Siefert, Chelsea (DOA); Scott, Karen (DOA)
Subject: FW: Bonnet Shores causeway

Jared Rhodes

Chief, Rhode Island Statewide Planning Program
One Capitol Hill

Providence, Rl 02908

(401) 222 5731

CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION and/or work product. This e-mail and any attachments contain confidential and/or
legally privileged information from the office of the State of Rhode Island, Department of Administration, Division of
Planning, Statewide Planning Program. It is intended solely for the use of the named addressee(s). If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this e-
mailed information is strictly prohibited and unauthorized. If you receive this e-mail in error, please immediately notify
the sender by e-mail or telephone and permanently delete all copies of this e-mail and any attachments.

From: Carolyn DiLeo [mailto:carolyn.dileo@gmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, June 25, 2016 9:22 AM

To: Rhodes, Jared (DOA) <Jared.Rhodes@doa.ri.gov>
Subject: Bonnet Shores causeway

June 23, 2016

Re: Bonnet Point Road Causeway Rehabilitation-Amended Application

Dear Mr. Rhodes,

We, the residents of the Bonnet Shores Fire District, strongly support the Town of Narragansett's amendment to the TIP application.

The granting of this proposal would allow for reconstruction of the currently failing causeway, enhance the safety of motorists and
pedestrians in Bonnet, improve the water quality in the Wesquage watershed and enhance substantially an all-important means of egress from
Bonnet in the event of a natural disaster.

Bonnet Point Rd. is one of only two roads that lead in and out of Bonnet Shores. The causeway section is easily flooded with heavy rains and
often impassable in the winter months. This greatly impedes emergency vehicles from reaching homes on that side of Bonnet in a timely and
urgent manner.




Scott, Karen (DOA)

From: Rhodes, Jared (DOA)

Sent: Monday, June 27, 2016 8:12 AM

To: Witt, Chris (DOA); Siefert, Chelsea (DOA); Scott, Karen (DOA)
Subject: FW: Causeway

Jared Rhodes
Chief, Rhode Island Statewide Planning Program One Capitol Hill Providence, RI 02908
(401) 222 5731

CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION and/or work product. This e-mail and any attachments contain confidential and/or
legally privileged information from the office of the State of Rhode Island, Department of Administration, Division of
Planning, Statewide Planning Program. It is intended solely for the use of the named addressee(s). If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this e-
mailed information is strictly prohibited and unauthorized. If you receive this e-mail in error, please immediately notify
the sender by e-mail or telephone and permanently delete all copies of this e-mail and any attachments.

From: Margie [mailto:margiemanning@verizon.net]
Sent: Saturday, June 25, 2016 9:06 AM ]
To: Rhodes, Jared (DOA) <Jared.Rhodes@doa.ri.gov>
Subject: Causeway

Please add my name ... Marjorie Manning.... 57 Colonel John Gardner Road to the list of people in favor of Causeway
reconstruction ... Thank You ...
Sent from my iPhone




Scott, Karen (DOA)

From: Rhodes, Jared (DOA)

Sent: Monday, June 27, 2016 9:04 AM

To: Witt, Chris (DOA); Siefert, Chelsea (DOA); Scott, Karen (DOA)
Subject: FW: Bonnet Point Road Causeway Rehabilitation Proposal

Jared Rhodes
Chief, Rhode Island Statewide Planning Program One Capitol Hill Providence, Rl 02908
(401) 222 5731

CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION and/or work product. This e-mail and any attachments contain confidential and/or
legally privileged information from the office of the State of Rhode Island, Department of Administration, Division of
Planning, Statewide Planning Program. It is intended solely for the use of the named addressee(s). If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this e-
mailed information is strictly prohibited and unauthorized. If you receive this e-mail in error, please immediately notify
the sender by e-mail or telephone and permanently delete all copies of this e-mail and any attachments.

From: Nancy Cordy [mailto:npcordy @verizon.net]

Sent: Monday, June 27, 2016 8:25 AM

To: Rhodes, Jared (DOA) <Jared.Rhodes@doa.ri.gov>

Subject: Re: Bonnet Point Road Causeway Rehabilitation Proposal

Good morning Jared,

| received a few more names since last night. Thanks again for your assistance. When will the application be reviewed
and when will we be able to learn if it was approved?

Have a great day,

Nancy

Bonnet Shores residents in favor of TIP application (cont'd.):
Nina Petrarca, 255 Bonnet Point Rd.

John & Maria Andrews, 78 Leonard Bodwell Rd.

Frances Girardi, 10 Camden Rd.

Karen Beauchesne, Lake Rd.

Barbara Feeley, 151 Treasure Rd.

Ted & Kathy DiStefano, 94 Col. John Gardner Rd.

Patricia & Charles Cole, 20 Bayberry Rd.

Michael & Marcia Mills, 39 Joy Lane

Sent from my iPad

> OnJun 27, 2016, at 8:05 AM, Rhodes, Jared (DOA) <Jared.Rhodes@doa.ri.gov> wrote:
>

> Dear Nancy,
>




> Thank you so much for coordinating this submittal. Your efforts are greatly appreciated.

>

> Jared Rhodes

> Chief, Rhode Island Statewide Planning Program One Capitol Hill

> Providence, Rt 02908

> (401) 222 5731

>

> CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION and/or work product. This e-mail and any attachments contain confidential and/or
legally privileged information from the office of the State of Rhode Island, Department of Administration, Division of
Planning, Statewide Planning Program. It is intended solely for the use of the named addressee(s). If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this e-
mailed information is strictly prohibited and unauthorized. If you receive this e-mail in error, please immediately notify
the sender by e-mail or telephone and permanently delete all copies of this e-mail and any attachments.

> From: Nancy Cordy [mailto:npcordy@verizon.net]

> Sent: Sunday, June 26, 2016 9:47 PM :

> To: Rhodes, Jared (DOA) <Jared.Rhodes@doa.ri.gov>

> Cc: Nancy Home <npcordy@verizon.net>

> Subject: Bonnet Point Road Causeway Rehabilitation Proposal

>

> HiJared,

> Attached please find a letter of support for the Bonnet Point Rd. Causeway proposal.

> | reached out to the residents of Bonnet Shores and received an overwhelming response of support from 190 residents
(from 123 residences) who are very supportive and hopeful that this project comes to fruition. | also gave them your
email address in case they wanted to say something in addition to what is in this letter.

> Again, thank you and the board very much for your consideration.

> Sincerely,

> Nancy Cordy

>

>
>
>
>



Scott, Karen (DOA)

From: Rhodes, Jared (DOA)

Sent: Monday, June 27, 2016 9:05 AM

To: Siefert, Chelsea (DOA); Scott, Karen (DOA); Witt, Chris (DOA)
Subject: FW: Bonnet Point Road, Narragansett, RI

Jared Rhodes

Chief, Rhode Istand Statewide Planning Program
One Capitol Hill

Providence, R1 02908

(401) 222 5731

CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION and/or work product. This e-mail and any attachments contain confidential and/or
legally privileged information from the office of the State of Rhode Island, Department of Administration, Division of
Planning, Statewide Planning Program. It is intended solely for the use of the named addressee(s). If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this e-
mailed information is strictly prohibited and unauthorized. If you receive this e-mail in error, please immediately notify
the sender by e-mail or telephone and permanently delete all copies of this e-mail and any attachments.

From: Richard Mercier [mailto:richard.d.mercier@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, June 24, 2016 3:06 PM

To: Rhodes, Jared (DOA) <Jared.Rhodes@doa.ri.gov>
Subject: Bonnet Point Road, Narragansett, Rl

Please work to include the Bonnet Point Road repair / replacement in the TIP funding program or find other
funding to complete an upgrade.

The road is the primary ingress / egress point for the Bonnet Shores Community as well as the Bonnet Shores
Beach Club. In the summer, it serves a steady stream of cars both to the community and to the Beach

Club. Flooding of this road has been a continuing problem for the residents of Bonnet, and Rhode Island
residents who come to the beach club, which can imperil both walkers and riders alike. One often sees cars
slide into the marshland or ponds because of flooding and the road's low elevation.

In the winter, it becomes even more treacherous when the community is home to many URI students, who often
because of their youth are less cautious than they are likely to be later in life. As a result, please work to keep
these young people safe.

For the health and safety of the Narragansett and Rhode Island residents and URI students, please work with our
community leaders to find a way to fund a major upgrade to this dangerous road, either through TIP or other
funding mechanism.

Thank you
Richard D Mercier

169 Col. John Gardner Road
Narragansett, R1 02882




Bonnet Shores Fire District

130 Bonnet Shores Rd.
Narragansett, Rl 02882

June 23, 2016

Mr. Jared L. Rhodes

Secretary

Rhode Island Statewide Planning Council
One Capitol Hill

Providence, Rl 02908

Dear Mr. Rhodes:

On behalf of the Council for the Bonnet Shores Fire District, Narragansett, RI, | would like to extend
our support for the revised plan for the Causeway, (Bonnet Point Road), for consideration. Mike
Deluca, Narragansett Town Planner submitted this revised plan and the Bonnet Shores Fire District
Council is very much in favor of the revised plan.

This revised plan would allow for reconstruction of the causeway, enhance the safety of motorists and
pedestrians in Bonnet, improve the water in quality in the Wesquage watershed and enhance

substantially an all-important means of egress from Bonnet in the event of a natural disaster.

For years, the residents of Bonnet have been concerned about the condition of the causeway and it's
ability to support use year round.

Thank you for your consideration and know that the Bonnet District is in favor of it moving forward.
Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 978-852-9550.

Sincerely,

Qe VUV g
Leonard J. Mercie
~ Chairman, Bonnet Shores Fire District

Paul Farley
Vice Chairman, Bonnet Shores Fire District

LJM:mb
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Thair: Robert Spiegeiman, NH

June 24, 2016

To: Members of the Transportation Advisory Council

Re: East Coast Greenway Alliance Comments on 2017-2025 Transportation
Improvement Plan

Dear members of the TAC:

Vice Chair: Robert Busso, s 1€ following comments are in response to the draft 2017-2025 Transportation

Secretary: Brandon Douglass,

Treasure v Tom Katden, YA
Date Allen, FL
Elizabeth Brady, NY
Jean Crowther, SC
Jason Lane, WA

Anne Maleady, CO
Catherine McCaw, NY
Stave Mitchell, CT

Al Nigrenherg, MA
David Read, A

Lastry Silver, PA

Addisory Board

Chair: Chuck Flirk, NC
Deborah Apps, Carada
Silviz Ascaralli, NJ

Mathan Burrall, VA&

Wayne Clark, M0

Andly Clarke, DC

flarmzi Dabbagh, €O
Carnon Distunan, KC
Sarah Hancodk, f4A
Lauren Hefferon, B4A
Keyin Hicke, NC

Tony Hiss, NY

Wil Bylton, 0

Eller Johnson, PA

Patricia King, MA

Keith Laughtin, C

Ed McBrayer, GA

Dan Mclrady, 8D

Jeff satller, C

Fller: dover, #D

Joff Ulson, ¥Y

Bill Nl €T

tichael Oppenhelmer, NY
Shaurak
Jewn-Franceis Fronowost,

Capada
John Bucher, NC
[Hare Roberison, MU
sz Shattan, NY
abic Tarres, VA
Karern Votavs, Bl
Judy Walion, GOR
Henneth Withrowe, NE

Executive Director
Dennis Markatas-Soviane
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LINKING COMMUNITIES FROM MAINE TO FLORIDA 5826 Fayetteville Rd. £210, Durham, NC 27713 | 919-797-0619 | info@greenway.org | www.greenway.org

‘fhprovement Plan (TIP) which was published on April 25, 2016.

The East Coast Greenway Alliance (ECGA) is the non-profit 501 (c)(3) spearheading the
development of the East Coast Greenway (ECG), a developing 2,900 mile traffic-
separated bicycling and walking network connecting communities from the Canadian
border to Key West, Florida. Today, the entire network is 30% off-road; the remaining
70% is on carefully selected roadways. The ECG route in Rhode Island has a total of 48
miles, approximately 30 of those miles are completed ECG (63%).

The ECGA is pleased to see several segments of the ECG listed on the TIP including: the
Woonsocket sections of the Blackstone River Bikeway segments: 8A, 8C and 8B-1, and
the two bridges on the Trestle Trail in Coventry. We are also aware that our neighbors in
Connecticut and Massachusetts have made strong commitments to build out their
portion of the ECG and are quickly closing in on the state line.

We commend the State for passing RhodeWorks, which will result in more funding for
the Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP). And as members of the Paths to
Progress Coalition, we are hopeful that the Green Economy Bond will pass and provide
further resources for the bike-ped network. However, we understand that closing
critical gaps in the ECG network will require additional resources. We encourage
Statewide Planning to look beyond traditional means to fund and prioritize gaps in the
greenway network. One need not look much further than our neighbors in Connecticut
and Massachusetts for inspiration.

In 2015, Governor Dannel Malloy of neighboring Connecticut, released a five-year
transportation ramp-up plan which includes $101 million for planning, constructing and
maintaining the state’s trail network - of which the ECG is given priority because it
identified as a trail of national significance. The ECG in Connecticut is nearly 40%
complete (77 miles) and the State is projected to construct an additional 40 miles by
2020. According to the RI TIP — and if all goes as planned- the Ocean State will add a
meager 2.5 miles to the ECG system by 2020. Meanwhile, in Massachusetts the
Department of Transportation is setting aside $157 million to fund shared use paths




Fast Cost

Greenway.
ALLIANCE

Board of Trustees

Chain Acbert Splegalmen, NH
Wice Chalr: Bobert Busse, NI

June 24, 2016

listed on the MA TIP and an additional $60 million over the next five years for
construction and planning for those projects listed on the updated State Bicycle Plan

and State Pedestrian Plan.

Over the next few years, the gaps in the Rl network will become more pronounced at
the state lines. In Connecticut the six-mile Moosup River State Park Trail - connecting
Moosup Village to the Rl line - is projected to be complete by 2017/2018. The 3.7-mile

Blackstone River Greenway - connecting Uxbridge, Millville and Blackstone,

Secretary: Brandos Daugiass, {flassachusetts to the Rhode Island line — will open to the public in late summer/early

Troasurar: Tom Kaidon, ¥A
Ciale Allen, FL

Elizabeth Brogdy, NY

Jean Crowthar, SC

Jasor Lane, WA

Anna Maleady, (0
Catherine WMoCaw, NY
Steve Mitchell, (T

Al Miarenberg, MA
David Read, MA
Larey Silver, PA

fall of 2016.

We strongly encourage Statewide Planning to reconsider the TIP priorities for Rhode

Island’s multi-use path network and to pay special attention to those segments which
are part of the ECG and not included on the TIP or are scheduled far into the future.
These segments include the following:

Advsory Board Len gth Pri Ol'ity
sborah Apps Cona Project Segment City/Town (mi)
Silvia Ascateli N - B , ,
n Bureall, VA Washlngton High
;::;":;;;:‘_ o Secondary  Trestle Trail West  Coventry 4.7
o Dabbe Blackstone Med
Sarsh Hancock, M River Bikeway Segment 1A Providence 0.7
E’;:ff’;iii? . Blackstone  River Road (Pitman Med
River Bikeway St to Irving St) Providence 0.9 7
Blackstone High
River Bikeway Segment 8C Woonsocket 0.6
Blackstone High
»gafji%fewf% . River Bikeway Segment 8A Woonsocket 0.9
Jot o, 4 Blackstone High
o ey RIVer Bikeway Segment 8B-1 Woonsocket 0.6
Blackstone High
River Bikeway Segment 8B-2 Woonsocket 1
‘Blackstone Segment 3A (south High
= ‘River Bikeway of 95) Pawtucket 2 - B
;’“;&_f;@!‘“ff(s; Blackstone Segment 3B (north Pawtucket/Central High
Konnath Withrows, NC River Bikeway of 95) Falls/Cumberland 0.8
Exacutive Director Washington  Providence to High
Dentis Markatos-Sotiano Secondary Cranston Bike Path Providence 3
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LINKING COMMUNITIES FROM MANETO FLORIDA 5826 Fayettewlle Rd. £210, Durham, NC 277131 919-797-0619 | info@greenway.org | www.greenway.org
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Rhode Island is the heart of the ECG route in Southern New England. Commitment to
completing the ECG network in Rhode Island will result in closing critical gaps in the
network and connecting communities through active transportation and offer
recreation opportunities which create healthier citizens and sustainable local
economies. We’d hate for Rhode Islanders to seek locations outside the State to enjoy
these opportunities, or for tourists to turn around at the state line because the
resources necessary to complete this valuable network were not prioritized during the

Wice Chair: Robert Russo, fJ T| P p lanni ng process.

Secrevary: Brandon Doy
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[::aﬁ 34 I3
Jef Mifler, DO
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th Withrow, MO

Esacutive Director
Dennis Markatos-Sorlang
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Thank you for your consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact me at with any
questions.

Sincerely,

My gy

Molly Henry

New England Greenway Coordinator
East Coast Greenway Alliance

76 Dorrance Street, Suite 301
Providence, Rl 02909
molly@greenway.org

610.348.4931 (cell)
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June 23, 2016

Mr. Jared L. Rhodes, Secretary (Acting)
Rhode Island State Planning Council
One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 02908

Re:  TIP 2017-2025 Recommended Projects

Dear Mr. Rhodes:

The Town of Jamestown is appreciative of the projects proposed to be listed in the TIP. These
projects represent maintenance and replacement of critical linkage bridges, sidewalks to get
children off the busy roads and safely to school, and paving of the other half of our downtown
main street; all vital to Jamestown’s quality of life.

There are two projects that were listed in the 2013-2016 that were not recommended to carry -
through to the 17-25 TIP. The Town of Jamestown wishes at this time to formally advocate for
the following projects reentry into the 17-25 TIP:

¢ Ice Road Bike Path — TIPID 5062

* Sidewalk and Curbing Replacement on Walcott Avenue from Hamilton Avenue to F ort
Wetherill State Park

The Ice Road Bike Path was borne out of the Jamestown Bike Path Design Committee Final
Report in April 2010. The committee, led by Robert Sutton involved seven residents including
the Town Planner Lisa Bryer as well as the Town Administrator and Lambri Zerva, PE, from
RIDOT. The Town has committed $120,000 towards this project, over the last five years, and
has completed the project design, including the Reservoir spillway bridge and has also permitted
the only wetland crossing for the path through RIDEM. The Town is fully committed to
completion of this project as evidenced by the most recent allocation of $40,000 in the FY16-17
capital budget for the construction phase which has an total estimated cost of $225,000.




In October 2011, a meeting was held with then RIDOT Director Lewis regarding the critically
important bike path linkage in Jamestown and Director L.ewis noted in his letter (attached) that
“RIDOT supports the funding of this projects in the Transportation Improvement Program at the
appropriate time, subject to successful project development and permitting by the Town...” The
Ice Road Bike Path was first listed in the 13-16 TIP. The Town has successfully developed and
perm1tted this project and would respectfully request that this pI’O_] ject remain in the 17-25 TIP as
it is ready for construction.

The Sidewalk and Curbing Replacement on Walcott Avenue from Hamilton Avenue to Fort
Wetherill State Park was initially listed on the 13-16 TIP for construction in 2016 at a total cost
of $500,000. This project will make the main walking route from Jamestown’s Village to Fort
Wetherill State Park. Much of the sidewalk and curbing is in “failing” condition and would not
support handicap usage. The need for this project is even more relevant 3 years later and the
Town of Jamestown respectfully requests that this project remain in the 17-25 TIP.

Sincerely, J_/,,,z-“‘“)

ey

Andrew E. Nota, Town Administrator
Town of Jamestown

C: Jamestown Town Council
Robert Sutton, Chair, Jamestown Bike Path Design Committee
Lisa Bryer, Town Planner
Michael Gray, Public Works Director

Attachment: October 24, 2011 letter from RIDOT Director Lewis supporting the Ice Road Bike
Path



Michael P. Lewis

Director
Department of Transportation OFFICE (401) 222-2481
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR FAX  (401)222-2086
Two Capitol Hill TDD  (401)222-4971

Providence, R.I. 02903-1124

October 24, 2011

Mr. Bruce Keiser

Town Administrator

Town of Jamestown

P.O. Box 377

Jamestown, Rhode Island 02835-1199

RE: Proposed Jamestown Bike Path

Dear Mr. Keiser:

In reference to your September 28™ letter regarding our recent meeting to discuss
the proposed Jamestown Bike Path, we concur that the meeting was very productive and
provided the opportunity to gain a better understanding of the purpose and importance of
this bicycle link to the Town. RIDOT supports the funding of this project in the
Transportation Improvement Program at the appropriate time, subject to successful
project development and permitting by the Town and the availability of funding. We look
forward to working with the Town in the future on this exciting project.




ERoM : Ellen Wasxman, T own Counc«'lorl Norm K\'V\ﬁsb"‘m

From: Five Main <fivemain@verizon.net>
Subiject:
Date: May 26, 2016 5:47:43 PM EDT

As a member of the North Kingstown Town Council, I'm here to bring attention to Wickford Junction, one of Rhode
Istand's most significant transportation assets. Wickford Junction opened four years ago, and there is still no
service on weekends.

on page 32 of this TIP draft

Summer Service

The state is anticipating the further development of limited season bus/rail/ferry services connecting major tourist
attractions, recreational facilities and summer events along Narragansett Bay. Specific service locations include
but are not limited to Wickford Junction and (list other locations). 1t is anticipated that initial start-up service would
be limited at select locations but could be expanded based on demand and usage.

on page 309 funding tables

ID 7109 SUMMER SERVICE DESCRIPTION

This line item involves the start-up operations and further development of limited seasonal bus/rail/ferry services
connecting major tourist attractions and recreational facilities along Narragansett Bay. Specific service locations
include but are not limited to Wickford Junction and (list other locations). It is anticipated that the initial service in
FY16 will be limited to weekends during the summer season at select locations, and depending upon usage and
demand, could be expanded with additional locations and operations in subsequent years.

on page 308 funding tables

ID7108 T-LINK BUS SERVICE

Proposed RIPTA bus service connecting RI’s three commuter rail stations, Wickford Junction and (list other
locations) that would supplement MBTA service gaps, in addition to possible linkages to connect other regions of
the state to commuter rail, including but not limited to major tourist attractions, recreational facilities and summer
events along Narragansett Bay, with an emphasis on weekend bus service to test the commuter rail market.

Summer is the time of year when people want to get out of the city and come to the seashore to relax and cool off.
While visiting they will eat, shop and contribute to our economy. Let's act now and make it easy for people to visit
Beautiful Southern Rhode Island!

Improve access to southern Rhode island
Improve access to Boston

Improve access to TF Green Airport
Improve access to South County Beaches
Improve access to art and culture

Add options for shopping

Add options for dining out

Reduce traffic congestion

Reduce parking congestion

Reduce pollution

Preserve the environment




Improve health

Improve safety

Attract students

Attract seniors

Attract cyclists

Attract businesses
Generate jobs

Increase property values

The 2014 Rhode Island State Rail Plan that was published in December of 2013
6.1.1 SOUTH COUNTY COMMUTER RAIL PHASE |
The commuter rail station at Wickford Junction opened with MBTA commuter rail service in April 2012.

one of the goals of the overall transportation system in the State is to create an intermodal system with seamless
transitions between modes with aligned schedules to reduce congestion and emissions along the State’s
highways.

add system capacity without expanding the road network, and attract economic development.

The current service to the InterLink and Wickford Junction does not operate on weekends and provides less
frequent weekday service than MBTA service to Providence or within Massachusetts. Limited rail service between
the two stations and Providence is provided on the weekdays, with {wo inbound trips and three outbound trips
provided to and from Providence. Additional service is under consideration to fill the service gaps; however, any
added service needs to be examined for coordination with Amtrak and freight operations, as capacity on the NEC
is an issue.



Charlestown
Coventry

East Greenwich
Exeter
Hopkinton
Narragansett
North Kingstown
Richmond

South Kingstown
West Greenwich

Westerly

Her Excellency the Governor of Rhode Island
Gina Raimondo

State House, Room 224, 82 Smith Street
Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Dear Governor Raimondo, June 19, 2015
South County Tourism Council writes to encourage the expansion of a strong commuter
rail service to Kingston and Westerly be included in the planning process as Rhode Island
works to develop a ten year transportation plan. We assume that this is in the draft

presently being reviewed since the third track design is moving forward which we are told
includes a section in Kingston.

Passenger rail service on the eastern seaboard is the main economic generator for Amtrak.
One reason for success is ensuring the frequency of trains. Hopefully, the MBTA being
reviewed in Boston will bring opportunity of increased frequency to Rhode Island. Rail
passenger service historically, has not been a profitable operation. Many would say,
neither are roads which service the trucking industry at no charge even though trucks are
the main generator of wear and tear on the roads. Neither South County visitors nor
residents can enjoy an evening in Providence or Boston using rail service because trains
are not running either frequently or late enough.

Wickford station was a major victory in reducing our dependency on our overburdened
highways and byways throughout our state but more importantly, particularly, in South
County.

The happy consequence of restoration at Kingston Station has provided 180,000 people
use of the historic train station. The southern end of our state continues to grow and greet
visitors. Iimplore you to prepare for the next twenty years of growth both to residents
and visitors — view it as an imperative - we simply must provide alternative modes of
transportation to our southern region. One former RI DOT Director opined: “There will
be no more taking of land for new roads in South County.”

Passenger rail use is increasing worldwide with the installation of new infrastructure. Let
us seize the opportunity to unite our state from our northern border to southern border. Let
us be forward thinking and take bold action in planning now. After all, it is up to us to
write with vision and veracity our ten year transportation plan.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Myrna George
President & CEO

CC: DOT Director Alviti, Jr.
Senator Jack Reed
Senator Sheldon Whitehouse
Congressman James Langevin
Congressman David Cicilline

www.southcountyri.com | 4808 Tower Hill Road, Suite 101 | Wakefield, RI 02879 |
401.789.4422 | 800.548.4662 | Fax 401.789.4437
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FFY 2017-2025 STIP & FFY 2013-2016 STIP - My 26, 2016

( HEARI NG COMVENCED AT 2:10 P. M)

CHAI RVAN RHCDES: Good afternoon,
everyone. 1'd like to call this hearing to order.
| f you could please nmark the tine as 2:10, | would
appreciate it. Hello everyone. M nane is Jared
Rhodes. |I'mthe chief of the Rhode |sland
Statewi de Pl anning Program and | will be the
presiding officer for today's hearing.

Thi s hearing has been aut horized by the
Rhode Island State Pl anning Council, and we're
here today to accept your comments and your i nput
on two distinct actions that are proposed rel ative
to the state's Transportati on |Inprovenment Program
Those actions include a proposed anendnent to the
FY2013 to 2016 Transportation | nprovenent Program
and al so the proposed 2017 to 2025 Draft

Transportation | nprovenment Program

Before we get started, | have a couple of
qui ck housekeeping matters | just want to go over
wth you. First and forenost, | would |like you

all to note where the fire exits are. There's one
in the back of the roomthere. There's al so one
on the other side, and you can see one here and
behind me. In addition, if you happen to need the

restroons, you wll find those outside of the main

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters. com
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FFY 2017-2025 STIP & FFY 2013-2016 STIP - My 26, 2016

entranceway and to the right.

If you are here today to offer coment and
public input, please note that we do need you to
regi ster and sign in accordingly at the Wl cone
Desk. So, if you haven't done that, please do so,
so we can nmake sure we get your nane called and
get you the opportunity to speak. Last, but not
| east, | want to nake sure that you all realize
that there are additional opportunities to offer
comment on these two inportant actions.

W wi Il be having another hearing tonight
in this very sanme roomstarting at 6:30. And wth
particular reference to the proposed '17 to '25
TIP, we have -- the public comment period is going
to be open until June 26th, and you'll have the
opportunity to submt witten coments
specifically on that itemup until that date.

The action on the other item the 2013 to
2016 TIP, that wll be considered this evening by
the Transportation Advisory Commttee at their
nmeeting with final -- with potentially final
acti on being considered by the State Pl anning
Council in their June neeting. So with that said,
what we're going to do today is, we're going to

have about -- we're going to have kind of two

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters. com
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FFY 2017-2025 STIP & FFY 2013-2016 STIP - My 26, 2016

sections of our hearing.

First, you're going to have the benefit of
hearing a presentation from Ms. Linsey Call aghan,
supervi sing planner in our Transportation Unit, as
well as from Any Pettine fromthe Rhode Island
Transit Authority, and Meredith Brady fromthe
Rhode | sl and Departnent of Transportation.

They're going to take the tine to wal k t hrough
sonme of the basics of these two actions. W're
going to go over the devel opnent process and give
you a sunmary of what is contained. Once we are
conplete with that, we wll nove into the fornal
conmment period, and we wll start with the
customary recognition of the elected officials.
Fromthere, we will flowinto all of the other
comment s.

So, before | turn it over to everyone, are
you guys able to hear ne well and hear us well at
this point, even in the back of the roon?

AUDI ENCE SPEAKER: It's alittle quiet
back here, but | can hear you.

CHAI RVAN RHCODES: Ckay. So, we'll all try
and speak up a little bit. So, with that said,
let me turn it over to Linsey. And Linsey is

going to kick off our formal presentations for

4
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you, and this should take about fifteen or twenty
m nut es.

MS. CALLAGHAN: Thank you, Jared. As
Jared stated, the purpose of this hearing is to
receive public input on two separate, but rel ated
docunents. Amendnent 7 to the State
Transportation | nprovenent Program for federal
fiscal years 2013 to 2016, and the Draft State
Transportation | nprovenment Program for federal
fiscal year 2017 to 2025. Before | go into those
docunents, |I'd like to provide you with sone
background cont ext behi nd those docunents
t henmsel ves.

The STIP, as a docunent, is a |list of
transportation projects the State of Rhode Island
intends to inplenent using U S. Departnent of
Transportation funds. For transportation projects
to utilize federal funds, it nust be included in
the STIP. To provide sone contact on the STIP
docunent before us tonight, in 2012 when the
Federal Transportation Authorization Bill, Mp-21,
was enacted, it represented a najor policy shift
at the federal |level. Mp-21 focused on i nproving
the conditions of the nation transportation

system particularly the National H ghway System
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ot herwi se known as the NHS, which is conprised of
t he hi ghest order of functionally classified
roads, including, in Rhode Island, Interstate 95,
195, 295, Route 4, Route 2, et cetera.

Whil e Map-21 did not specifically specify
a federally established goal for pavenent
conditions on the NHS roads, it did specify a goal
of having no nore than 10 percent of the state's
NHS bri dge deck area in poor condition.

Currently, 22 percent of Rhode Island bridges are
deemed structurally deficient, which ranks Rhode
Island last in the nation in overall bridge
condition. In addition, states are now required
to show how these federal investnents in their
infrastructure i nprove the transportati on system
overall perfornmance and conditi ons.

Map- 21 focused on how each investnent w ||
result in inproving the systemas a whole. These
policy changes initiated wwth Map-21 are carri ed
forward into fixing Anerica' s surface
transportati on, otherw se known as the Fast Act,
whi ch was adopted in 2015. The state has been
preparing for this policy shift for several years
since Map-21 was passed. RIDOT forned an Asset

Managenent Council and engaged a consultant to
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start the mgration of transportation
infrastructure planning to an asset
managemnent - based approach, increasing the enphasis
on preservation and mai ntenance to keep
infrastructure in good condition and avoi di ng nore
expensi ve | ong-term costs.

This process accumul ated with a
devel opnent of RIDOT's 10-year strategic plan,
whi ch was rel eased in Cctober 2015; however, the
bi ggest i ssue facing the state and neeting the
federal requirenents was identifying appropriate
funding. A few years back, the state took sone
key steps to provide stateable transportation
infrastructure finding and brought in avail able
resources, including the redirection of the gas
tax to focus on transportati on needs, replacenent
of bi ennial bonds, bond borrowing with an increase
in vehicle registration, driver |icense fees,
along with Rhode Island Capital Plan or RI CAP
funds to provide the state match for the annual
federal transportation program

They al so reinforced the existing general
obl i gation bonds to soften the anticipated sharp
peak in debt service paynents. And they al so

created the creation of the Rhode |sland H ghway
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Mai nt enance Account and a shift of future funding
fromtransportated (sic) related sources that this
vehicle registration, title fees and gas tax
i ndexi ng and ot her accounts to establish a
state-funded pool for critical transportation
infrastructure projects.
The shift in avail able resources to neet
the state's critical infrastructure needs
cul mnated in the passage of Rhode Wirks in
February of this year. Rhode Wrks is a funding
pl an which calls for the repair of the state's
deteriorating bridges and the proposal funds
project in tw ways. |t borrows $300 nmillion
agai nst future federal highway funding while
refinancing old obligations to yield an additi onal
120 mllion, and it also i nposes a new tool on
| arge commerci al trucks, which is expected to
bring in 45 mllion a year when fully operational.
This increase in avail abl e resources,
along with the creation of an asset
managemnment - based plan for inproving the state's
critical infrastructure, has aligned the state
wth the policy direction set forth at the federal
|l evel in Map-21 and continue to the FAST Act. The

two docunents that are presented today represent
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the project inplenmentation of the policy shifts
outlined above. The renmining presentation wll
first focus on Anrendnent 7 to the 2013 to 2016
STI P.

As previously nentioned, RIDOT rel eased a
10-year plus strategic plan and covers years 2016
to 2025. Anendnent 7 realigns the FY -- the
federal fiscal year 2016 project of the STIP wth
addi ti onal avail able state and federal funding
sources with RIDOTl's 10-year strategic plan. In
addi tion, this anendnent includes new transit and
hi ghway projects not included in the 2013 to 2016
STIP. | wll nowturn the presentation over to
Any Pettine, Executive D rector of the Rhode
Island -- | nean the Executive D rector of
Pl anni ng for the Rhode |Island Public Transit
Authority to detail RIPTA's anendnent request.

MS. PETTINE: So we have, as has been
menti oned, federal funds nust be in the TIP before
they can be accessed. So we've got two projects
that we're requesting in this TIP anendnent. The
first, I"'msure nost of you have heard of it.
It's the circul ator project which was originally
the Providence Street Car, a project we had worked

on for many years in Providence. The city had --
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just to give you the short story -- we had worked
for years with them

W started with a study called the Core
Connector. |t even goes back before that.
Paranetric (inaudible) in Providence Transit
Enhancenent Study, when we were | ooking at ways to
connect key destinations in the downtown area.
The city went after a TIGER grant in 2014. That
was originally $100 million project. They asked
the federal governnent for the TIGER program for
26 mllion, they were awarded hal f that anount.
We were unable in the -- since the '14 TI GER Award
to cone up with the funds to do a full-blown rai
i nvestnent, so we circled the wagons and cane up
with what, | think, is, even a stronger project,
which is al ready enhanced by the corridor. So
running along a simlar alignnment, connecting the
Providence Train Station to the north through
Kennedy Pl aza. A couple of key locations in the
Jewelry District and then termnating in the Rhode
| sl and Hospital area at a new hub.

So, this becanme a $17 mllion project.
So, we were | ooking for an anendnent in the TIP to
put those federal funds in there with the state

match -- put the project in the TIP, identifying

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters. com




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o 00 M W N Rk O

FFY 2017-2025 STIP & FFY 2013-2016 STIP - My 26, 2016

11

those federal TIGER funds that are discretionary
funds being natched with state and | ocal
resources. So that's the first project. That's
t he bi gger project.

The second project is actually a snal
anount of noney. |It's nonies that were generated
by the mles that are accrued in our East Side Bus
Tunnel. These "mles,"” for |lack of a better word,
were m stakenly appoi nted by FTA to one program of
noney and, since, they have noved Fi xed CGui deway.
So we were notified by FTA this year. There was
roughly $50, 000 that needed to be obligated. W
have a State of Repair Project going on right now
in the bus tunnel. W have seven ot her
di scretionary grants that's already in the TIP to
make repairs to the bus tunnel.

So we're just going ahead and adding this
noney again, fornula funds, generated by mles
t hrough the bus tunnel to a | arger bus tunnel
renovation project. So those are RIPTA' s two
projects in broad strokes. Thank you.

MS. CALLAGHAN: | will now turn the
presentation over to Meredith Brady, Acting Policy
Director for the Rhode |sland Departnment of

Transportation to detail R DOI's specific request.
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MS. BRADY: Thank you very nuch, and thank
you all for being here. | just want to take a
quick mnute. | knowthat it's taking tinme out of
everyone's afternoon, and we really appreciate the
fact that you're taking tinme out of your day to
give us input and feedback. Not everything that
we have put into this plan is perfect, and | w |
be the first to admt it. |In fact, we have
submtted -- RIDOT has subm tted sone m nor
changes even to the '16 TIP Arendnent based on
shifts and fundi ng sources, things we may have
mssed initially.

There are no new projects added, but we
have sonme technical corrections that we needed to
make even to the '16 TIP Amendnent, and when
you're dealing with a database and project that
are this nunerous, | know the cities and towns had
a lot of projects to rank and a | ot of projects
that they wanted to put forward. So, obvi ously,
there's always going to be sonething that gets
m ssed, and part of the reason for these public
hearings is to nake sure that we have all the
information that we need to make the best deci sion
possi bl e. So, thank you again for your tine.

The federal fiscal year '16 TIP Anendnent
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that RIDOT has proposed is a big anendnment.

RI PTA's anendnent is a little anendnent. RIDOT' s
amendnent basically replaces the entire '16
programthat was in the previously enacted TIP,
and there are several reasons for this. Wen the
State Pl anni ng Council passed and Federal Hi ghway
approved the '13 through '16 TIP, at that tine we
had just gotten a new federal transportation

aut hori zation act, which is not the sane federal
transportati on authorization act we have today.
So we' ve been through two iterations of the

aut hori zati on.

We had not gone through many of the
changes that Linsey outlined, as far as what the
state has done for transportation funding, and we
al so now have a new admi nistration and a shift
t hat has been taking place for a while but has
really been pushed forward over the last year in
how we take a | ook at our assets and preservation
of assets, state of good repair for our system
So that's the "why" behi nd the anendnent.

The "what" of the anendnent -- and we have
repl aced what you used to be, which was just the
capital expenditures that the state nade with ful

accounting for both operational and capital
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expendi tures, state funds and federal funds, and
any ot her funding sources. So it looks like it's
a much bigger program |In reality, it's very
simlar to what you would have seen in the past if
we had seen all of the funding sources, with a
coupl e of notabl e excepti ons.

One of those is the $35 million transit
hub bond that was passed after the "13 to '16 TIP
was enacted and had not been accounted for
previously, is considered state funds, but we
wanted to account for it here. Another is $300

mllion in GARVEE funding froma new GARVEE Bond,

which we'll be working over the sunmmer to issue,
hopefully, in the early fall. And then $120
mllion in federal funds has been freed up as a

result of refinancing, refunding the existing
GARVEE Bonds.

And, just by way of background, for those
who may not have the transportati on background
t hemsel ves, the GARVEE is a grant antici pation
revenue vehicle. It's based on federal funds. So
we' re not pledging state funds in this case.
We' re pledging our future federal funds to be able
to do nore projects now so that we can save noney

|ater. So one of the principles behind Rhode
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Works is that by maki ng these expenditures now on
bridges in particular, we're saving $950 million
in getting to the sane point with 10 percent -- or

90 percent bridge sufficiency, 10 percent
defi ci ency by 2025.

In any case, those are the nmgjor changes
that we're seeking. W've also added -- as sone
may be aware, we have noney that has been set
aside fromthe GARVEE Bonds. 100 mllion has gone
towards bridges. 200 mllion is set aside
specifically for the 6/10 project. And, in
addition, we've got $3 mllion fromfunds --
unal | ocat ed bond funds set aside for the ranps on
295. Those are the major changes outlined in the
16 Amendnent, and we're | ooking forward to
heari ng what everyone has to say.

MS. CALLAGHAN: The next portion of the
presentation will focus on the draft 2017 to 2025
state Transportation | nprovenent Program Federal
regul ations require the State Pl anni ng Council,
acting as the single statew de netropolitan
pl anni ng organi zati on i n Rhode |sland adopt a new
STIP at a m ni mum of every four years. The STIP
must present a four-year program by year and may

present additional projects proposed for funding
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in future years.

This draft STIP includes the required four
federal fiscally constrained years. However, it
ext ends the planning horizon to 2025. This | onger
time franme better aligns with the state's shift to
a nore asset nanagenent approach to transportation
pl anni ng and offers nunicipalities and the general
public a better idea of when projects are noving
t hrough devel opnent into inplenentation.

The draft STIP also aligns with the years
2017 to 2025 of RIDOTI"s ten-year strategic plan
The devel opnent of this STIP began in Novenber of
2015 when the notice of projects of solicitation
was rel eased. The deadline for subm ssions for
the STIP was January 8, 2016. Statew de Pl anning
recei ved over 300 new applications containing over
$880 mlIlion in requests, and they were received
fromnmunicipalities, other state agencies, and
non-profit organi zati ons.

After all the projects were submtted,

St at ew de Pl anni ng conducted four regiona

nmeetings and invited applicants to present their
project applications to staff and nenbers of the
TAC. The projects were then reviewed and ranked.

As previously nentioned, a key focus of this STIP
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is to better integrate an asset nanagenent

approach into the overall transportation planning

process. To that end, projects in the categories

of bridge, pavenent, traffic and drai nage, and

Regionally Significant projects were referred to

RIDOT to be evaluated prinarily using data-driven

managenent systens, optim zing the inpact of the

total 1 nvestnent in Rhode Island' s transportation

networ k, especially projects |ocated on the NHS.
Al'l other projects, including transit,

bi cycl e, pedestrian, safe routes to school and

ot her transportati on enhancenent projects, were

eval uated by a series of subcommttees conpri sed

of staff of Statew de Pl anni ng, RI DOI, Rhode

| sl and Departnent of Environmental Managenent,

RI PTA, and nenbers of the transportati on advi sory

commttee. Although the projects were not scored

using a nunerical scoring process, the

subcomm ttee used the TIP guiding principles in

their decision-making. This defined set of

princi ples take into consideration such things as

mobi lity, cost-effectiveness, environnental

i mpact, econom c devel opnent, safety and security

and support for state and | ocal goals and equity.

Al l of the highest ranking projects were

17
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sent to RIDOT and RI PTA for refined project cost
estimates and scheduling over the tine period of
the STIP. Specific funding resources were
assigned to each project, and this process
resulted in the draft STIP tables before you
today. The Statew de Pl anning Programthen
conbi ned the data from RI PTA and RIDOT wth text
and analysis to create the full draft STIP that is
under consideration. | will now turn the
presentation back over to Any Pettine for the
RI PTA portion of this draft.

MS. PETTINE: Thank you. So the draft TIP
represents RIPTA's priorities noving forward.
"1l talk about it in broad strokes. It includes
ongoi ng operati onal support for our agenci es,
certainly with the focus on state of the repair.
It | ooks at increnental inprovenents to help with
operating nore safely and efficiently. W have an
eye on strictly going to the 10-year TIP | onger
terminvestnents, specifically in upgradi ng our
passenger facilities, and then it al so outlines
our priorities wiwthin the CMAQ program the
portion of funds that we are proposing to use to
identify sone of our other -- sone specific

initiatives.

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters. com




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o 00 M W N Rk O

FFY 2017-2025 STIP & FFY 2013-2016 STIP - My 26, 2016

19

So, if you look at the TIP -- just another
note on the FAST Act. | know there's been a | ot
of tal k about the increase in federal
transportation funding for the FAST Act. Huge
i mpacts for RIDOI, very mnimal inpact for R PTA
So not a huge boost in funding really, you know,
| ooki ng at sonmewhat simlar funding | evels that
we've seen in the past. The mgjority of our funds
are coming fromthe 5307 program So you'll see
t hat pot of noney outlined in the TIP, but there
are sone smaller pots of noney that are tied to
particul ar outcone, |ike focusing on rural
transportati on or on specific popul ati ons of
people. So you'll see that as we ook to identify
sonme of our initiatives.

The bul k of our nonies are going to Fl eet
Repl acenent, both on the fixed route and
paratransit side. You'll see the nonies in the
outer years sort of shift a little bit on the
fixtures. That's because we don't have a snoothly
repl acement program W don't replace the sane
amount of vehicles every year. It's a little bit
of a curve of up and down. Sonetines we're
actually | ooking at snoboth and outer years, but

that's why you'll see the nunbers junmp up and
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down.

We have a whole line or program of work
around I T investnents. This relates to back
office I T upgrades that we're naking in the next
several years to vehicle technol ogy upgrades. W
have a huge fare box system upgrade, for exanple,
com ng up in the next couple of years. And, as |
menti oned, operational support. Nearly one-fifth
of RI PTA' s annual operating budget -- so, you
know, a good portion of our operating budget -- is

getting rei nbursed through federal prograns. So
that's noney, preventative nai ntenance, that we
can use to pay nechanics, maintain the fleet that
we bought with our federal funds, to be paying for
pl anning staff, to help plan the work both in the
year termand the short-term

And then | nentioned passenger upgrades.
That was one project that we had put in during the
TIP solicitation process | ooking beyond our
four-year fiscal constraint long-term How can we
set a course to do inprovenents to bus stops and
major facilities around the state. W've got sone
key projects going on in Providence, but we al so
have our eye on upgrades in Pawtucket, the Cty of

VWarw ck, East Providence, and we're in the mddl e
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of devel opi ng bus stop design guidelines right now
and are getting proactive about maki ng passenger
anenities that are nearly 4,000 bus stops around
the state.

I dentifying the use of CMAQ map funds,
we' ve broken out our work into a few different
areas, again, going back to supporting our
operations. W're putting a significant anount of
that noney into our "R' line route. So, simlar
to the commuter rail, that's an ongoi ng route that
we are using federal dollars to support those
services, highest frequency, highest ridership
line in the state. W have sone noney set aside
for passenger initiatives that includes nmarketing
both bus but also rail, doing joint initiatives
wth RIDOT to pronote those services and help
create a nore inter-nodal system

Capital investnents, such as transit
signal priority. W have began work on an
expansi on study to ook at how to increase transit
signal priority around the state, and then the
Commut er Resource Rl program which is, again, in
addition to being your transit operator, we al so
manage the state's alternative transportation

resources program where we connect people to
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carpooling or van pooling, and basically anything
to reduce single occupancy vehicle, the wear and
tear on our roads and bridges. So, that's R PTA' s
pr ogram over vi ew.

CHAI RVAN RHODES: Thank you, Meredith. Do
you want to bring us to the other hal f?

MS. BRADY: Absolutely. And, again, |
Wwll to be brief here because | know people are
anxi ous to get started. The '17 through '25 TIP
represents a real change in the shift and focus,
and in ternms of going through the process with the
Transportati on Advisory Commttee and Statew de
Pl anning, there's actually been a couple of years
t hat we've worked on doi ng an educati onal program
for the Transportati on Advisory Commttee, because
we're making a real shift that's not going to
necessarily be pal atable to everyone.

And that is looking at the state as a
whol e system as opposed to | ooking at "Wat can
we give to individual comunities?" Rather, "Wat
can we do at the state level to get us to a
certai n goal s?" sonme of which are prescribed at
the federal |level, sone of which are state |eve
goals. Sone of which nay be prescribed in the

exanpl e of the drainage program by the Consent
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Decree in the court action. But in the case of
nost of the projects, we're |looking at a

dat a-driven program and instead of goi ng back and
| ooki ng at what projects do we have on the

books -- when we fornmul ated this particul ar
program we went back and said, "W have a finite
anount of noney. Where are we going to make the
investnents in order to get the best value for our
dollar in reaching the goals that we need to
neet ?"

So that was the phil osophy that was behind
devel oping this 10-year plan. One of the other
things to keep in mnd is, noving forward, we'l|
be | ooking to do frequent updates, annual updates,
to this 10-year plan, so that every year you're
addi ng a year further out. You're |ooking at the
program of projects and re-eval uating, "Has
sonet hi ng changed? 1|s there sonething we m ssed?"
as | talked a little bit about before. But sone
of the major thenes for '17 through '25 are
i nvestment in bridges.

We have additional -- over the regul ar
anmount that we woul d have invested in bridges, we
have an additional 220 mllion in our 10-year.

Much of that is up front. Some of it is in the
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16 Amendnent, but nmuch is in '17, '18 and '19 in
order to, in the future, invest less in bridges
and be able to invest nore in other types of
transportation options, in roads, in transit --
any transportation alternatives. But |I'mgoing to
keep this, as | said, very brief. One of the
things to keep in mnd, | know Any nentioned the
FAST Act and increases there.

For RIDOT, the increase averages to | ess
than 3 percent a year over the five-year life of
t he aut hori zation, and that is sonething that
we're very pleased wth because in the past --
bet ween 2009 and 2015 pretty nmuch had | evel
funding the entire tine, so finally getting an
i ncrease on an annual basis instead of positive
devel opnent. But |ooking at this program the
bi ggest changes, again, cone fromthe data-driven
approach. So we're looking at the state as a
whol e.

So, the worst road in one community nay
not be conparable to the worst road i n anot her
community or have the traffic flow. Another thing
to keep in mnd as we do this is we're | ooking at
a different managenent approach to the projects as

well. So, in the past, we may have only gotten a
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smal | er percentage of project out. W're | ooking
at what is actually achi evable in any given year.
CHAl RVAN RHODES: Thanks to each of you.
That was very hel pful in setting the context.
Wiat we will do nowis, we will start formally
accepting comment. | would like you all to note
that we're going to call people in the order in
whi ch you regi stered and you signed up today.
First, however, we will -- as is custonary, we
wll call the elected officials forward first.
| ' ve been asked to ask you that when you approach
the podium if you could please identify yourself
and spell out your nane and speak clearly. That
woul d be very helpful for all of the people we
have here trying to capture your input.
Also, I'mgoing to ask that you initially
[imt your comments to five mnutes. Once we nake
it through the first round, I wll touch base wth
everyone to see if anyone wants to nake any
addi tional comments, but we're going to try to use
this process to keep us on track. So, with that
said, | would first like to call Senator Dennis
Al giere fromWsterly. Good afternoon, sir.
SENATOR ALA ERE: Good afternoon, M.

Chai rman, and nenbers of the commttee. Thank
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you. |'mhere today with the town manager of
Westerly, Derrik Kennedy; the Town Counci
President, Janes Silvestri; Town Council Chris
Duhanel ; Grant Simons for the Watch HilIl Fire
District; Sharon O Hearn (phonetic), Executive
Director of the Washi ngton Conservancy; and Paul
LaBl anc, Town Engi neer.

Again, ny nane is Dennis Algiere
(A-l-g-i-e-r-e), the State Senator, District 38.
" m here today, M. Chairman and nenbers of the
committee, to specifically discuss the Bay Street
Westerly project, which is on the TIP schedul ed
for 2022 construction. This particul ar project
was listed as a priority with the Town of Westerly
as a nunber one on its TIP recommendati on. And,
today, |I'mrespectfully requesting that this
commttee forward to the Statew de Pl anni ng
reprioritization of this project.

The project scope is about a quarter mle

| ength of roadway in Watch Hill, which is a
seaside village in our community. |It's high
comrercial. It generates a |ot of revenue, not

only through hotel tax but also food and bever age,
and al so through the stores that are |ocated in

the project limts. Heavy pedestrian traffic,
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bicycle traffic and vehicular traffic on the
roadways, especially during the sumer nonths.

And, again, | cannot overenphasize the fact that
this is an econoni c engine to our comunity and to
our state.

Over the past few years, the Town of
Westerly, the fire district and the conservancy,
along with private donors, have invested a
consi derabl e anobunt of noney in this roadway by
burying all the utilities and upgrading the
drai nage. And they've al so purchased decorative
lighting. This particular district also is a
| ocati on where a nunber of historic |ocations are
present. However, the roadway, sidewal ks and
curbing are in disrepair, especially after the
construction. It was the understandi ng that we
woul d work hand in hand with the state in putting
in a new roadway, sidewal k and cur bi ng.

I*'masking that the commttee | ook
favorable on reprioritizing this project. 1It's
very inportant to our comunity. |t generates a
| ot of noney for our state and our | ocal
governnent. And | just thank you for your tine,
and I've made it as brief as possible, but thank

you very nmuch.
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CHAI RMAN RHCODES: Thank you, Senat or.

Next, I'd like to call Mayor Janes Diossa fromthe
City of Central Falls. Wl conme, Myor.

MAYOR DI CSSA: Thank you, Chairnman and
menbers of the commttee, for hearing our coments
| bring up. The chief of staff of Pawtucket and
al so the mayor of Cunberland -- there's two points
| would like to discuss on this TIP program The
first being the Central Falls -- or the Pawt ucket
and Central Falls Comuter Rail Station. The
second, which is a major project for three
communi ties, that being Cunberland, Central Falls
and Pawtucket. |It's the Broad Street Regeneration
Initiative.

I think you' ve heard a |lot since the |ast
time we were present about the train station and
how an investnent in this region will fully help
devel op both conmuniti es who we know need the
support. I'msure that you've al so been i nforned
that the TIGER grant has been submtted and we
hope to hear back by the end of the sumer. The
fact that this project is in an urban core wth
about al nost $100, 000 resi dents avail abl e, and
that's not even counting conmunities that have

signed on, such as Cunberl and and Lincoln and
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Nort h Provi dence.

So, again, | want to thank this commttee
for considering this project on the TIP program
and | assure you that this project is going to do
very well, not only in Central Falls and
Pawt ucket, but the whol e northern side of Rhode
| sl and. The second project and the proposed
funding plan is the Broad Street Regeneration
Initiative. W know that this is a major
comrercial thruway for three comunities, and the
i nvest nent are sidewal ks, roads. As far as the
three communities also chipping in to make it | ook
nore decorative and nore inviting, it's inportant
for us because we know t hat we have great
storefronts, great food, and we have a Bl ackstone
Ri ver Valley National Park now that will invite a
| ot of people into this region.

Havi ng this investnent on this Broad
Street |"'msure will nake it a pleasant visit for
not only people in the community but for the state
as a whole. So | want to turn it over to
Pawt ucket and Cunberl| and who al so want to talk
about Broad Street as well.

MR. ZELAZO  Thank you. M nanme is Dyl an,

| i ke Bob Dyl an, and Zel azo (Z-e-l-a-z-0). |I'm
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Mayor Grebien's chief of staff. He sends his
apologies. He had a famly commtnent, but we're
here today to talk, really, about two projects.
The first one | want to touch on, the Mayor of
Central Falls, Mayor Diossa did a nuch better job
than I wll, but the Pawtucket and Central Falls
Commuter Rail Station is a critical project, not
just to our communities but to the state as a
whol e, in advancing nulti-nodal transportation
t hroughout the state, specifically locally.

There's over a mllion square feet of
vacant mll space just next door to the site,
instantly beconmes prinme transit-oriented
devel opnent space. There's underutilized
properties also in the surrounding area. W have
a destination brewery going in one bl ock away from
the site. Train access will be huge for that
business as well. It's right on the outskirts of
our downt own.

The Pawt ucket Red Sox al so have been
| ooki ng for additional ways to access their
stadium This allows people frommnultiple ends of
t he spectrumto access Pawt ucket, and then it's a
short jaunt from downtown to McCoy Stadium So, a

really critical project. | won't bore you wth
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the rest of the details. | do also want to thank
everyone here for your |eadership on this
initiative and all of the projects. | know the
roads and the bridges are a little bit nore boring
than train stations and the like, but it's all
very inportant, and we appreciate it.

The other piece that we're here to talk
about today is the Broad Street project. This
l'inks three communities that are standi ng here
today in solidarity: Cunberland, Central Falls
and Pawtucket. This is a key business corridor.
There's also a |l ot of residential density al ong
the corridor. That connectivity, that access, is
a key corridor in our downtown fromthose
communities. |It's really a critical project to
link the communiti es together and just create
anot her ease of access for our residents as well
as our visitors. So, we thank you very much for
your consi derati on.

CHAI RMAN RHCODES: Thank you, M. Director.
Next, we have Mayor Murray.

MAYOR MURRAY: Good afternoon and thank
you for the afternoon. Do you want nme to spel
Mayor Di ossa nane? He forgot?

THE REPORTER: No, thank you.
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MAYOR MURRAY. | just want to -- ny nane
is Bill Murray (Mu-r-r-a-y). As | said, I'm--
actually, |1 don't know whether it's due anynore.
' mthe mayor for now a year-and-a-half, for
Cunberland. So, |I'mpretty new to the situation.
One of the nobst interesting and exciting things
that's happening that |I've seen is this
conbi nati on of Pawt ucket, Central Falls and
Cunber | and bringing together this revitalization
of the Broad Street area. Fromthe records, they
tried it once before a few years back. It got
shelved, and it was a shane because for all three
conmmunities, this neans so nmuch to our econony for
this thing to go forward

So we totally endorse it as the three
mayors endorsing this because it will do wonders
for the three comunities that are invol ved.
However, on the Cunberland side, | want to bring
to the attention of the commttee that where
everything is good, and there's noney going to
cone in, we've been fighting for a drai nage
correction on Broad Street. To ne, if you're
going to put noney towards this thing, fix the
roadways, and don't take care of the drainage,

you're wasting a | ot of noney.
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And | don't want to sit here and say that
-- | want to sit here and say that it wasn't done
correctly. So l'd like to bring that to your
attention. W've put it in. Every tinme we do, we
talked to the DOT director. W have a safety
problemw th the school there. They want to cone
in and fix the roadway, yet they don't want to do
it until the drainage is fixed. So Il'd like to
just bring that to your attention, and if we could
all get everything together, | think it wll
beconme an excellent programto get done. So, |
t hank you for consi dering.

If I could take the opportunity, we have
one nore project that I'mvery concerned about,
and it was elimnated, and | amgoing to call on
ny public works director and engi neer, Bob
Anderson, and it's Marshall Avenue. W' ve been
threatened with a suit on that roadway. W' ve
talked to the DOT about it. W' ve sent them
pi ctures about the problens. It seens to be
falling on deaf ears, and | hope that we can do
sonething to, again, bring that to the attention
that it has to be worked on. So, if you don't
mnd, I1'd like to have ny public works director

fill youinonit, if that's okay.
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CHAI RMVAN RHODES: Yes, Mayor.

MR. ANDERSON: Good afternoon, everyone.
Again, nmy nane is Bob Anderson. |I'mthe public
works director in the Town of Cunmberland. During
the TIP process and the subm ssion that was
prepared for January 8th, of all the projects that
we list and prioritize in the new projects, there
was only one that was a new project entirely.

It's called the Marshall Avenue Drai nage
| nprovenent. We devel oped that as a result of
subsurface drai nage conditions that have been
pl agui ng that road for nany, nmany years.

There nay be sone uni nvesti gated
subsurface conditions taking place, but one of the
ones that we think is contributory to it is -- |I'm
not sure, but it has about 1,000 feet of ol der
corrugated netal pipe that serves that roadway
from Garden Street down to Mendon Road. As a
result of a recent utility work, namely water nain
excavations, we were able to take a | ook at the
deterioration of that pipe and the | eaking of the
wat er that was | eaking out of it. So, that's
obvi ously contributory to that condition.

And as a result of that, | created this

sheet. It definitely -- it's definitely in need
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of rehabilitation. Again, that's about 1,000

| inear feet of the ol der corrugated netal pipe

dr ai nage pi ping. For those of you not famliar
with Cunberland, this is a road -- a principal
primary. It's a state road, by the way,

obvi ously, connecting Mendon Road, Route 122 and
Hi gh Street, 114. At the very -- the drai nage of
this road ends at Mendon Road. That is actually
tied into the state drai nage systemthat serves
Mendon Road and the old Mendon Road that's part of
that intersection there.

There are structures that are there that
we believe are -- nmaybe not necessarily in need of
repl acement but investigation and mai nt enance
because there is surcharging (sic) that takes
pl ace at those structures during very, very heavy
storm events, leading to inundation and sone
fl ooding of private property at that corner. That
was an ancillary comment | added as part of the
need for this project. But, again, the principal
need was the replacenent of that drai nage al ong
t hat roadway. So, thank you for your tine.

CHAI RVAN:  Thank you. The next i ndivi dual
| would like to call is Representative Caro

Hagan- McEnt ee from Narragansett. Representative?
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REPRESENTATI VE HAGAN- Mc ENTEE: M.
Chairman, | believe Representative Tobon wants to
speak on the issue that you just had before you.
So, | don't mnd --

CHAI RVAN RHCODES: If you're fine wth
that. He was up next, but by all neans.

REPRESENTATI VE HAGAN- McENTEE: I just want
to reserve ny spot next, though.

CHAI RVAN RHODES: Not a probl em

REPRESENTATI VE TOBON: Thank you so nuch.
See, chivalry does exist. So, ny nane is Carlos
Tobon. [|I'ma state representative, D strict 58,
in Pawt ucket. M/ last nane is Tobon (T-0-b-0-n).
|"mhere to -- 1'll be one nore to tal k about the
i mportance of the real project in Pawtucket. As
you guys know, or many of you know, it's been
t al ked about for 20 years. For the |ast 14 years,
t hey' ve put an enphasis on it, and just hundreds
of thousands of dollars have been spent on that,
and tal king about feasibility studies of what it
could do for that area. But |I'"'mhere to talk
about what it could do for the state |evel.

Pawt ucket is the gateway to Rhode | sl and,
comng fromthe north. As you guys see -- and you

guys were instrunental in wrking with us and
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maki ng the beautiful bridge that we have today --
and we al so want to put up a great stop that could
maybe be a station one day. As Mayor D ossa and
Dyl an Zel azo expl ained, there's two mllion square
feet of vacant mll space in that area that at one
point was a pillar to the industrial revol ution.
And, today, we could re-purpose it for conmerci al
busi ness space, but nore inportantly, our governor
is being very aggressive, going around the
country, trying to get business into Rhode Isl and,
and going after a conpany |ike G E. and PayPal

We m ght not get their CEO or their top
adm nistrative jobs, but if we get this spill age,
we need to house them sonmewhere. Pawtucket m ght
be the prime spot. W also -- if this train
occurs, then there's also the opportunity where
Worcester is going to put a private line right
into Pawt ucket, and it would nake it a hub.
Agai n, additional people comng in, into our city.
Slater MII| recently becane a national park. W
have four craft brewers, and just |i ke nopney
attracts noney, breweries mght attract nore
breweries. W'Il continue to expand on that area.

Central Falls has an anmzi ng cui sine that

peopl e are going to want to go and have a bite,
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and we are nmaking -- you know, our state has
invested a | ot of noney -- the Departnent of
Health with exploring built environments and all
that. We're well on our way to be able to address
that as well in that general area. So, the return
on investnent for our state would be huge. It's
nom nal what we're asking for, and this is

sonet hing that you invest now, but it's going to
bring dividends in for generation.

We | uckily kept the Paw Sox in place, and
we could only think the sky is the limt as we
continue to invest in that area. And, l|astly,
it's an area that's been heavily depend on our
city -- | mean, on our state and our federal
governnent, but it's popul ated by individuals who

have a lot of pride and who wi sh to contribute at

sonme point. So, if we lift the tide -- if you
guys help us lift the tide, like | said, it's
going to be a great return on investnent. Thank

you SsO nuch.
CHAI RMVAN RHODES: Thank you for taking the
time to join us Representative Tobon.
REPRESENTATI VE TOBON:  Thank you.
REPRESENTATI VE HAGAN- Mc ENTEE: H, I'm

Represent ati ve Carol Hagan- McEntee from D strict
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33. That's Narragansett and South Kingstown. 1'd
like to also bring up with ne ny town planner from
Nar r agansett, M ke DeLuca and Terry Duffy fromthe
Bonnet Shores Fire District and the Chairnman of
the Land Trust. So what you have al ready seen
fromus before is an application for a $15 nmllion
causeway rehabilitation project in Bonnet Shores
that was going to be a bridge. Now we understand
that that was financially prohibitive, and we
didn't nake the TIP list on the Bonnet Point Road
Pr oj ect .

So what we're comng forward with today is
a Plan B. It's not a permanent fix, which is what
we were | ooking at in the prior application, but
we have a new application -- an anmended
application, | should say, for the Bonnet Point
Road Causeway Rehabilitation. Now, this is
substantially |l ess. The anpbunt woul d be $788, 700,
which is a far cry fromthe 15 mllion of the
first project. This would include -- | don't know
how fam liar anybody is with the Bonnet Shores
Causeway. |It's a seriously dilapidated road. It
is waterl ogged. It services approxi mately 600 of
t he 900 pl us househol ds i n Bonnet Shores.

It also -- Iin addition to that, there's

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters. com




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o 00 M W N Rk O

FFY 2017-2025 STIP & FFY 2013-2016 STIP - My 26, 2016

40

930 bat hhouses and cabanas at Bonnet Shores Beach
Cl ub, which brings in two to 3,000 people a day to
Bonnet Shores beach. Now, the only access to that
beach club is that road. The roads in Bonnet
Shores are not nade to have peopl e going around
t hrough t he nei ghborhood. W seriously need sone
help with this. [If you're famliar wth the road,
there's a pond on either side, and there's
cul verts that run between them and there's an
opening to the beach that sonetines runs through
and sonetinmes does not, but the water level is
very high

In reality, to do this project, all the
resurfacing we're tal king about and all the
drai nage i ssues that we're tal king about, we
really need to dredge the Wesquage Pond. And
that, in addition to this, would cost sonewhere in
the area of 200,000. So that is included in the
project. | have been instrunental in hel ping
Bonnet Shores fire district get a permt that
conmes from-- with CRMC that starts fromthe road
and goes into the pond 300 feet. Once a year,
they're a allowed to dredge that, and then they
have a mai nt enance dredgi ng programthat's ongoi ng

constantly.

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters. com




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o 00 M W N Rk O

FFY 2017-2025 STIP & FFY 2013-2016 STIP - My 26, 2016

41

As the high tide cones in -- and these
guys can tell you way nore than | can; they know
the technical aspects. As the tide cones in, it
washes in the sand, and the culverts get stuffed
up, and then the water |evel rises, and then the
causeway fl oods, and nobody can get through. W
have -- the fire chief is on board. He has
explained to nyself and to the town council in
Nar r agansett that to go around and bypass the
causeway i s anywhere fromfive to seven m nutes
| onger to get to sonebody at the other end of
Bonnet Shores.

This is also a -- this is a section of

road which is a federal aid highway. So this is

an evacuation route. W just can't leave it |ike
this anynore. It closes off every winter. It
freezes over. It's in ny district. Everybody

wants it fixed, and | am pleading wwth you to
reconsi der and | ook at our new plan. And, wth
that, 1'd |like to have M ke DeLuca cone forward,
and he can give you all the details.
CHAI RVAN RHODES: Thank you.
REPRESENTATI VE HAGAN- McENTEE: Thank you.
And t hank you nenbers of the board and M.

Chai rman for having nme today.
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MR. DeLUCA: M nane is M chael DelLuca
(D-e-L-u-c-a). |I'mthe planning director in
Narragansett. | don't know that | can add nuch
nore. Qur Representative MENntee covered nost of
it. | amhere representing the town nanager,
Jeffrey Ceasrine and the town council and the
t axpayers of the Town of Narragansett. | have a
| etter from Manager Ceasrine and a copy of --
actual ly, three copies of the anended application
that representative MEntee has nmentioned. [|'m
wondering if | could bring themforward and hand
them off to you.

CHAI RVAN RHCDES: Yes, sir.

MR. DeLUCA: Thank you.

CHAI RMVAN RHODES: Thank you, M ke.

MR. DeLUCA: That application -- in the
letter, | should state that M. Ceasrine wants to
thank the conmmttee, the state TIP commttee for
all ow ng several of our applications -- our
requests to be placed on the TIP this year. |
want to say that in years past, we have felt that
the southern half of the state maybe didn't get as
much attention as it could have. W thought that
this year's sel ection was nuch nore beneficial,

and we thank you for that.
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Wth that said, though, the manager did
want to nmake note that there were a coupl e of
om ssions that we were sonewhat di smayed about,
and we wanted to just nake a short play to ask you
to reconsider. The first one was, in fact, the
Bonnet Poi nt Road Causeway, and for all the
reasons Representative MEntee nentioned, which |
will not reiterate we feel as though that the
reduced scope of the project is defendable, and it
w il also provided us a 10 to 20-year w ndow for
provi di ng adequate and safe travel through to the
Bonnet Shores Beach Club to the outer part of
Bonnet Point as an alternative to the el evated
nmore anbitious crossing that we had suggested
bef or e.

The | arger project would have had greater
envi ronnental benefits as well as pedestri an
bi cyclists anenities and woul d have accounted for
sea level rise, which this particul ar project
cannot do. The other projects that | wanted to
make a brief note of was -- we had two
beauti fication projects submtted, Ccean Road
Phase | and Phase Il. They are relatively
| ow cost projects.

In Narragansett, as you know, we are
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somewhat of an active tourist town for about
twel ve weeks a year or nore, and the area that
woul d have been inproved with that project would
have been the wal kways, the sidewal ks, and the
anmenities along the sidewal ks on Ccean Road in the
vicinity of the seawall, the historic towers and
t he Narragansett Town Beach. W would ask that
you gi ve sone consideration to | ooking back at
t hose beautification projects to potentially
reinsert theminto the TIP

Again, they're fairly low cost. W think
it's high bang for the buck. W see hundreds of
t housands of tourist visitors a year, and to have
I mproved sidewal ks, inmproved lighting, site
anmeni ties, such as benches and handi cap accessi bl e
curb ranps at intersections, would be very
hel pful. So, | thank you for your tine.

CHAI RMAN RHCDES: Thank you, M. DelLuca.

MR. DUFFY: Good afternoon, everyone. |'m
Terry Duffy. [|I'mthe chairnan and trustee of the
Bonnet Shores Land Trust. W are the direct
abutter to the Bonnet Shore Road, and we are the
princi pal owner of public land within the
conmmunity of Bonnet Shores. M/ purpose here today

is to reinforce the corments of Representative
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McEntee and M. DelLuca. W' ve worked | ong and
hard on this project, the first iteration, and,
agai n today, wth one that renpves sone obstacles
that we had had (past tense) in the comunity
concerning the reconstruction on a | esser |evel of
t hi s causeway.

The town has gone through great lengths to
devel op a nore stable construction plan, one
whi ch, again, gives us a wi ndow of 15 to 20 years.
That does not, in the long-term in any way
aneliorate the hazards that the residents of
Bonnet Shores face twel ve nonths of the year.
Those are vehi cul ar danger, particularly in the
summer nont hs when the causeway is an absol ute
free-for-all. It's 20 feet wide. There is no
shoul der and pedestrians crossing it, and traffic
going in both directions can take your breath
away. It represents a serious hazard, which has
been acknow edged by all the public safety
officers of the Town of Narragansett.

Critical to any consideration of this
programis the portion of it that suggests and
i ncorporates dredging into this project. Wthout
it, the overtaxed and overl oaded Wsquage

Watershed wll continue to flood. That's a given.
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We sonetine are isolated. There are only two
roads that go in and out of Bonnet Shores, both of

whi ch are subject to flooding with any sort of

major rainfall. | urge your consideration of the
construction of the causeway. It will give us a
wndow. I'Il finish wiwth a question, and it m ght

set a tone for the future: WII| there be a TIP
class that we may i ntroduce next year, M.
Chai rman? 1|s that an ongoing --

CHAI RVAN RHODES: |'Il follow up with you
after the renai nder of the hearing and try and get
you an answer to that question.

MR. DUFFY: Excellent. Thank you so nuch.

REPRESENTATI VE HAGAN- McENTEE: Coul d |
just say one other thing?

CHAI RVAN RHODES: O cour se,

Repr esent ati ve.

REPRESENTATI VE HAGAN- McENTEE: Thank you.
Also involved in this is the Bonnet Shores Beach
Club is in the process of planning to put a sewer
line down this causeway. So the timng is
perfect. Their working with the Bonnet Shores
fire district to cone up with an agreenent. |If
all -- I"'mvery optimstic that this wll happen.

| know that -- you know, DEM and all the agencies
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woul d i ke to see this barrier beach be connected
to a sewer as opposed to having hol di ng tanks

whi ch is what they have there now, and they punp
every single day. So this is a project that needs
real consideration, and | certainly appreciate
your tine.

The other thing I'd like to nention is |
know you did put the Narragansett bi ke path, the
end of the bike path, on the TIP, and | appreciate
that. And anything you could do for that, because
everybody wants that, too. So, thank you very
much for your tine, and good day.

CHAI RMAN RHCODES: Thank you,
Representati ve. Ckay, the next speaker | would
like to call is M. Derrik Kennedy, Town Manager
for Westerly, Rhode |Island. Wlconme, M. Kennedy.

MR. KENNEDY: Thank you, M. Conm ssioner,
and the panel. |[|I'mhere to tal k about the Bay
Street project in Westerly or the Watch Hi ||
section of Westerly, the road sidewal k and curbi ng
project. 1'd just like to reiterate that this was
the first priority on our application this year,
and this project was al ready approved on a prior
TIP application, the last TIP. The project is

al ready underway based on prior approval of funds
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fromthe state and was actually set for conpletion
this year based on the last TIP.

This area is a major commercial area for
the town, especially during the sumrer nonths, but
is a major thoroughfare for the section of that
town, and further deterioration could be
restrictive and detrinental. |It's vital to
conplete this project to reduce the inpact on the
busi nesses in that area and the econom c growth
that's currently happening. And nore, especially,
this project piggybacks on a town and conservancy
backed project that is al so underway that our
state senator tal ked about earlier.

Hol di ng back on this project has an effect
on related projects as well, further disrupting
this inportant commercial area. Understanding,
based on prior coments, especially in your
presentations earlier, that this state is | ooking
to be economical in this new TIP. Finishing this
project, which is already been underway based on a
prior TIP, is a quick win for the state and woul d
be a quick win for the TIP as a whole. So | just
ask that you pl ease consi der noving this project
up so that we can finish this project in tine, in

the tine projected by the state and fromthe town
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toits residents and its businesses. Thank you
very much.

CHAI RMVAN RHODES: Thank you for taking the
tinme to cone and share with us today. Next, |
would like to call M. R chard Kirby, Cty Mnager
for the Gty of East Providence.

MR. KIRBY: Good afternoon, M. Chairman.
Thank you for having ne here today. M nane is
Richard Kirby. I1'mthe city nmanager for the Gty
of East Providence. Today, | have with nme Stephen
Coutu, who is our public works director, as well
as M. Janes Moran, who is our econoni c devel oper
coordinator. W're here to speak to you about the
Route 114 Pawt ucket Avenue si dewal k i nmprovenent
project that was part of the TIP that was applied
for in the year 2011.

I would ask that while | make ny remarks
to you, that | submt to you sonme photographs that
| think are very inportant, and |I'd ask that they
be nade part of the record. | think we nade
enough copies for you to have. As you may be
aware, Route 114, Pawtucket Avenue, in the Gty of
East Providence, which is our state's fifth
| argest community is a heavily travel ed road, an

artery, over 20,000 cars per day.
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It is absolutely a dangerous, dangerous
condition that exists there. In fact, | would
have had nmy chief of police here today to support
this request for you to reconsider; however, he
was a little busy getting ready for Vice President
Bi den, who's visiting East Providence tonorrow.
But this project has been on the TIP in 2011 and
has now been rel egated to your year 2022 fi scal
year. And, quite frankly, the conditions of these
si dewal ks that exi st on Pawt ucket Avenue are --

t hey present a daily hazard.

Since 2011, the school departnent expanded
t he m ni mum di stance for students to walk to the
| ocal schools off of Pawtucket, and there are
maj or concerns as to public safety for those
i ssues. Also, Pawtucket Avenue serves as an
access point to an area that we in the Cty of
East Providence take great pride in called the
"Waterfront District,” which the | egislature
created sone over 10 or 12 years ago. Presently,
we anticipate 1,000 residential units wll be
built out within the next two to three years,
along with an 80,000 square foot nedical facility
enpl oyi ng over 250 people.

This is -- it's inperative that the board

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters. com




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o 00 M W N Rk O

FFY 2017-2025 STIP & FFY 2013-2016 STIP - My 26, 2016

51

take into consideration that this has been around
since the year 2011. These sidewal ks are in a
very difficult condition right now W understand
that you're in a difficult position in your

deci sion. W'd ask you to reconsider and take a

| ook at that project. W believe that the cost
benefit analysis, | think back in 2011, was about
-- the cost is around $2.1 mllion. Cbviously, it
woul d be greater now, but as each year goes by,

t hese sidewal ks are just deteriorating. There's
no ADA accessibility and disability access.

Al so, the second issue that | would |ike
to bring to your attention is the |I-195 Taunton
Avenue Warren |Interchange Study Project that is
bef ore you and was renoved. The project itself is
al so part of an earnmark that was federal
governnent for $4 mllion in inprovenents. W
woul d ask that you consider putting that study
back in. [It's inperative that this access point
and the renoval of a bridge, the Potter Street
Bri dge.

We're trying to work with a private public
partnership to help out. W net with the DOl on
that, but we think that this study obviously is

I nmportant because the Waterfront District is in
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the area of East Providence that wll expand in
growt h and econom c devel opnment beyond anyt hi ng
that the city has ever seen, and, in fact, it's
multiple tinmes larger than the 1-195 project or
the | and downtown. We're here to answer any of
your questions, and we just ask that the
phot ogr aphs be nmade part of the record. W
respect your decision. W'IIl look forward to
hearing from you.

CHAI RVAN RHODES: Thank you, sir. W'l
be sure to get the photographs into the hands of
the Transportation Advisory Commttee and the
State Pl anni ng Council.

MR. KI RBY: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN RHCODES: Thank you for your tine.
Next, 1'd like to call Lisa Nolan. Wl cone.

MS. NOLAN: Thank you, Chairnman Rhodes and
Commttee Menbers. |I'mLisa Nolan (N-o-I-a-n),
t he Executive Director of the Southeast Lighthouse
Foundation. | just have sone very brief prepared
remarks. My speaking today on behalf of the Bl ock
| sl and Sout heast Li ght house Foundati on in support
of the obligation of funding for the National
Hi storic Landmar k Sout heast Li ght house Miuseum

Rehabilitation Project in fiscal year 2016 as

52
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provi ded for by Anendnent 7 to the 2013-'16 State
Transportation | nprovenent Program

As requested by the Rhode Island
Departnent of Transportation, the realignnent of
priorities and funding in this anendment w ||
ensure that shovel -ready projects |like the
Sout heast Li ght house Rehabilitation wll proceed
in atinmly and cost-effective nmanner. And we
t hank the Transportation Advi sory Subcommittee
menbers for a project's inclusion into Arendnent 7
and strongly urge the Transportation Advisory
Conmttee to recommend its adoption to the Rhode
| sl and St atew de Pl anning Council at its neeting
in June. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN RHODES: Thank you. Next, 1'd
like to call M. Ron Wl anski on behal f of the
Town of M ddl etown. Good afternoon.

MR. WOLANSKI : Thank you. Good afternoon.
Ron Wl anski (Wo-1l-a-n-s-k-i), Town Pl anner for
the Town of Mddletown. So I'm here on behal f of
t he town adm ni strator, Shawn Brown, as well as
the town council. There's a letter submtted,
which | believe you have, so |'ll be very brief
and just reiterate sone of the points in that

letter. The town would first like to express its
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appreciation to the TAC and the pl anni ng counci l
for the inclusion of sone of the high priority
projects submtted by the town in the draft TIP,

i ncl udi ng sone inportant intersection

i nprovenments, as well as the sidewal k project. So
we appreciate that.

There are two projects, however, that are
also high priorities that the town is di sappointed
that did not get included in the draft TIP. The
town council has passed a resol ution requesting
that these two projects be given additional
consi deration, and | believe you have a copy of
that resolution as well.

CHAI RVAN RHCDES:  Yes.

MR, WOLANSKI: Both projects are on
Aqui dneck Avenue, which is Route 138A in
M ddletown. |If you're famliar, it's a very
heavily travel ed route, one of the inportant
entryways into Newport, traveling through
M ddl etown. There are two segnents invol ved on
that roadway. The first segnment, and really the
town's top priority project, is the northern end
of Aqui dneck Avenue, which is connecting from East
Main Road to Green End Avenue. This project has

been submtted for at |least the last two TIP
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rounds as a high priority project.
| understand that it is included in the
draft TIP as a resurfacing project. It was in the

current -- the 2016 TIP for study and devel opnent
but now has been shifted into pavenent managenent.
Unfortunately, that is not going to solve the
probl em of that roadway. As | said, the roadway
is very heavily traveled. There are no sidewal ks.
It's an i nportant business district in town.

There are fifty or nore small businesses al ong
Aqui dneck Avenue, residential communities, and

al so, and perhaps nost inportantly in ternms of
safety is the Gaudet M ddl e School is also
accessed on that stretch of Aqui dneck Avenue.

Wt hout sidewal ks, it's a dangerous
situation. W have children and others wal ki ng
along the sides of the road to get to various
| ocations. So, a second point related to that
segnent of roadway is stormaater drai nage.
Currently, there is very limted fornal drainage
control on that segnent of roadway. |It's
basically ditches along either side of the roadway
for that one-mle stretch. That roadway is within
the watershed of the Bailey's Brooke, which is

part of the Newport Water supply wat ershed.
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So this project, should it be added to the

TIP, would allow for inproved drai nage control and

treatnent. So that's sort of the second conponent
of the project in addition to safety -- pedestrian
safety, traffic safety, bicycle safety. 1It's also

water quality i ssue where that water, that

drai nage, is getting into the Bailey's Brook

W t hout any treatnment currently. So that's really
the town's top priority project.

The second segnent of Aqui dneck Avenue is
down by the beach. [It's what we call our Atlantic
Beach District area, and that area is, thankfully,
one of the areas that's included in the proposed
TIP. 1It's one of the town's high priority areas
for intersection inprovenents, and, again, we're
t hankful that those intersections are included.
However, simlar to the other segnent of Aqui dneck
Avenue, sidewal ks are -- while they do exist, they
are not in good condition. [It's an inportant
tourist area. Again, if you're famliar wth the
area, it's the location of the Atlantic Beach
Club, or the forner Atlantic Beach Cub. There
are several tourist-type businesses in that area,;
hotels, restaurants and retail shops.

So, again, that project is identified in
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the out years for resurfaci ng; however, we
respectfully request that that project be included
in the draft TIP as a reconstruction project to
all ow for those inprovenents to the sidewal ks and
al so drai nage i nprovenents. So, again, thank you
on behalf of the Town of M ddletown. Thank you
for your tinme, and we appreciate your
reconsi derati on.

CHAI RVAN RHODES: Thank you, M. Wl anski
Next, 1'd like to call M. Tom Gieb. Good
afternoon, sir.

MR GRIEB:. Good afternoon. M nane is
Tom Gieb (Gr-i-e-b). Thank you for giving me
the tinme. |I'mhunbled to talk after all the
illustrious elected officials. In Cctober of
2015, VHB Engi neering conpl eted a design study
review for a bi ke path through Portsnouth. It's a
needed bi ke path because there is no safe way to
get fromthe north end of the island down to
Newport. The town council subsequently approved
that route. It is in the 2017 to '25 TIP for 2024
construction. However, there are funds in the
present 2013 to '16 TIP for funding reserved for
bi ke path projects com ng from study and desi gn

There was $2,500,000 in '15 and anot her $5
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mllion this year. As far as | can find out, that
noney has never been used. As far as | can find
out, this bike path is the only one comng from
design -- a design study that is ready for
constructi on havi ng been approved by the town
council of that particular nmunicipality. | don't
know how to get this funded qui cker than 2024, and
' msort of asking the right way to do it, whether
it should be in the anendnent that you're | ooking
at right now in using the nonies that's there, or
a separate nethod of doing it, but | certainly
would like to be able to use that path sonetine in
ny lifetine.

So that's what |'m asking. The noney does
seemto be there, fromall the docunents that are
available, and I'd like to find out how to get
that funded in the noney that is there rather than
have t hat nobney evaporate and not be used. Thank
you very much.

CHAI RMAN RHCODES: Thank you, sir. |If
you' d like to | eave your phone nunber with the
staff at the welcone table, and we'll try and
foll ow up and answer sonme of those questions for
you. Thank you very nuch.

MR. GRI EB: Thank you.
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CHAI RVAN RHCODES: Next, I'd like to cal
M. Andrew Pierson. Wl cone.

MR. PI ERSON: Good afternoon. Thanks for
having me. My nanme is Andrew Pi erson
(P-i-e-r-s-0-n). |1'mthe assistant director of
real estate devel opnent at Pawt ucket/Central Falls
Devel opnent with the | ocal CDC Conmunity
Devel opnent Cor porati on Housi ng Devel oper in
Pawt ucket and Central Falls, also representing the
busi ness community of Pawt ucket, Central Falls and
Cunber | and, the Bl ackstone Vall ey Tourism Council,
and several | ocal businesses along Broad Street.

Echoi ng the three nmayors' coments
earlier, we're here to support the Broad Street
Regeneration Plan. | think it's I D 9007, 1307 and
1317. The business community has prepared a
| etter of support. Wth your permssion, I'd |ike
to distribute, if that's okay.

CHAI RMVAN RHCODES: By all neans.

MR PIERSON:. I'mjust going to briefly
read a couple of comments at the end. "W, the
under si gned, support the $11.45 nmillion request in
t he Transportation | nprovenent Programfor the
Broad Street Regeneration Programto re-pave,

re-drain and re-design to a higher standard this
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i mportant corridor.

This community and regi onal based
regeneration effort inpacts the comunity, social
and econom ¢ devel opnent of the cities of
Pawt ucket and Central Falls and the town of
Cunberl and. Broad Street, the three-mle road
fromMain Street in Pawtucket to Mendon Road in
Cunberl and has inportant small businesses and
culturally ethnic inplications that will have a
positive benefit on the nunicipalities and the
regi on, now Anerica's 402nd National Hi storical
Par k, recogni zed for being the birthplace of
Anerica's Industrial Revol ution.

The first Broad Street Regeneration Pl an
(sic) began in 2009. It saw a successful effort
i n bandi ng together small businesses, cultural
organi zations and the creation of new busi nesses
t hrough this uni que col | aborati on.

Now, the plans by Pawt ucket and Centr al
Fall s underway for a proposed conmmuter rail/hub,
along with using the Broad Street corridor as a
maj or access point to social, cultural and visitor
desti nations, and inter-nodal connections to the
Bl ackst one Ri ver Bi keway in Cunberland; and in the

Bl ackstone River Valley itself, this project is
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vital for the | ong-range business sustainability
of regional devel opnent.

We respectfully urge approval of this
funding, as it is a vital, long-terminvestnent in
the future of our communities and its residents.
It's signed by the Northern Rhode |sland Chanber
of Commerce and the Bl ackstone Valley Tourism
Council, Pawtucket/Central Falls Devel opnent, the
Pawt ucket Foundati on, Navigant Credit Union, Tai-O
Cor poration, Colonial Bakery, Lleras Gille,
Subway Central Falls, Garcia I nsurance, La Casona
Rest aurant and Le Fermme Sal on.

As you can see, there's a strong support
i n Pawt ucket, Central Falls and Cunberl and for
this inmportant corridor, and this serves as one of
our main streets, one of our key business routes.
These three cities, as the mayor has nenti oned,
has started this regeneration after back in 2009.
It's got a lot of strong, strong support at the
| ocal /resident and community level. W think
that, with sonme smart investnents in the
infrastructure, this street can really better
serve its businesses, its residents and its
vi sitors.

CHAI RMAN RHCDES: Thank you, sir.
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MR. PI ERSON:. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN RHCODES: Next, I'd like to call
M. Joseph Duarte.

MR. DUARTE: Good afternoon, M. Chairman,
and nenbers of the commttee. M nane is Joseph
Duarte (D-u-a-r-t-e). I1I'mthe public works
director with the Town of East G eenw ch, and
today |'mhere with regard to the Main Street
project. Main Street is very nuch one of our
econom ¢ engi nes of our comunity, and we feel --
right now, Main Street is on a 2017 TIP program
We feel that Main Street is, once again, |ikel
sai d, an econom c engi ne of our conmunity.

It has great |ocal benefits, the econony
as well as the state. It is either nearing its
life or has exceeded its life; the sidewal ks are
in substantial deterioration, as well as the
street. It wll need re-paving. It wll need
handi cap i nprovenents, ranp inprovenents, as well
as sidewal k rehabilitation. This project was
ear mar ked for $550, 000 on the program and there
was goi ng to be undertaken by the Town of East
G eenwi ch staff the assistance fromthe Rhode
| sl and DOT, and they were going to reinburse the

communi ty $450, 000 for this project.
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W feel that $450,000 is nowhere near what
is going to be required to do what | nentioned:
Sidewal k rehabilitation as well as the handi cap
ranps and the paving. W feel that the handi cap
ranps as well as the paving is closer to 800 to $1
mllion, and the rest of the repairs that need to
be done on the sidewal ks would be in excess of one
and a half mllion dollars. Main Street is very
important to the community. It's m xed-use with
residential, comercial and a wde array of
comrercial fromretail.

So, in the recent years, we've had an
i ncrease of many restaurants. |[It's becone a
destination for many people in the state to visit
our restaurants. |It's very popular. W do quite
a few activities, like Main Street Stroll on Min
Street, that people have an opportunity to visit
the restaurants. The nerchants have an
opportunity to have sanples for the residents and
so forth. So, wth an increase of the pedestrian
use, we feel that safety is a great concern to the
town, and if these neasures aren't -- inprovenents
aren't nmade, we feel that down the road it wll
becone a deterrent for our economc viability.

So, we're respectfully requesting that greater
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fundi ng be provided to the project.

Al so, as we have -- as ny staff has gotten
into the project and | ooked at, you know, the
engi neering or requirenent, we feel that it's far
beyond just the handi cap ranps alone. They wll
consune all our tine, and we wll not be able to
do that solely wth the staff |evel that we have
and the tine we need to devote to this project.

So, we woul d either have to seek out outside
resources fromconsultants, or better yet, we
woul d ask that this project be handed over to the
RI DOT and receive a high priority so that it can
be done in the very near future.

We believe it fits very nmuch in the near
goal s that the council has, such as paving, safety
concerns and econom c benefits, and we feel that
this would fit very nuch in that category, and it
could be done in a very near future wth
reasonabl e engineering. It could be a
shovel -ready project in the very, very near
future. So, we respectfully request once again,
if you could add an increased of funding towards
this project, and it could receive high prior so
that the RI DOT could undertake this project in the

very near future. Thank you very nuch.
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CHAI RMAN RHCDES: Thank you, sir. Next,
l'd like to call Alicia Leher (phonetic). Again,
that nane is Alicia Leher. Ckay. Seeing no one,
"1l call this one again before we wap up. Next,
|'"d like to call M. Mchael Asciola, and,
hopefully, | pronounced that properly.

MR. ASCIOLA: Not really.

CHAI RMAN RHCODES: My apol ogies, sir. Help
nme out.

MR. ASCI OLA: M chael Asciola with the
Town of Portsnouth, assistant planner. |'m here
today on behalf of the Town of Portsnouth and the
town council to comment on two itens in particular
of concern. The first is, we'd |like to align the
two construction projects in the sane area, the
resurfaci ng of East Main Road, which is from
Tur npi ke Ave. to Boyd's Lane, scheduled for '17
and ' 18, and the ADA conpliance sidewal k project
for that sanme area, which was on the previous TIP
as a high priority but is scheduled for 2021
conpl eti on.

W feel that it would be nore efficient if
t hey were conbined at the sane tinme period, limt
di sruption, and inpact on -- potentially negative

I npact on the previous resurfacing when the new
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si dewal ks were constructed. The second area is,
we'd |i ke to see the East Mai n/ Wst Mai n Road
Resurfacing Projects prioritized at a higher
construction date. It's a unique situation. It
goes to roadways in the nmgjor thoroughfare and
vital to the econom c devel opnent for the
conmmuni ty and Aqui dneck | sl and as a whol e.
They're heavily travel ed and al so support the
tourismindustry. That's all | have.

CHAI RVAN RHCODES: Thank you very mnuch.
Ckay, next, we have Patricia Raff (phonetic).

MR. SCHI LLER  She just left, sorry.

CHAI RMAN RHCDES: Do you know if she's
com ng back, Barry?

MR. SCHI LLER  Possibly this evening.

CHAI RVAN RHCODES: Fai r enough. Next, ']
call Alex G owGeib (phonetic). It |looks |like
Alex has left as well. Maybe we'll see him
tonight. That brings us to you, M. Schiller.

MR. SCHI LLER  Because |'m concerned about
being interrupted, I'll wait '"til everybody
speaks, and then could | speak w thout worrying
about interruption?

CHAI RMAN RHODES: Whuld you like to take

the first five mnutes, and then we can go from
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t her e?

MR. SCHI LLER 1'd rather not be worried
about interruption.

CHAI RVAN RHCODES: All right. In that
case, we will next call M. Peter MOC ure.

MR. McCLURE: Peter McClure
(Mc-Cl-u-r-e). | amwth the planning and
zoning commttee of the Jewelry District
Associ ati on here in Providence, and particularly
interested in the City Walk Project, which is your
5183, and we want to thank you for having it at a
high priority and encourage that it not be |let out
of sight because we do want to press for it.
Separately, | want to join in behalf, not on
behal f, in behalf of Dan Baudouin, Executive
Director of the Providence Foundation and a cl ose
friend, Barnaby Evans of the WaterFire,
encour agi ng you to consider or actually reconsider
t he dredging of the Providence River up through
the WaterFire area and into the downtown where it
ends in the circle.

This project, while it was di sm ssed
because it doesn't appear to have a public safety
I ssue, it does have such an inportance to the city

and to the state and the hundreds of thousands of
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people it attracts both from here and abroad, as
well as those of us who are residents of
Providence. | think we all know the attraction
and phenomena of the WaterFire, but now we are to
a poi nt where the new pedestrian bridge crossing
t he Providence River in the downtown area or the
| -195 parcels area, we're | ooking at nud. You

| ook over at the bridge, and you | ook at nud.

In fact, we joke we could set up a card
table in the river at low tides and have a neal.
So, for this reason, we are encouraging you to
consider -- actually, 1it's to reconsider the
i nportance of dredging of the river. | do not
know your intricacies of funding and budgets where
it would fit in, but darn it, we do need the river
dredged again. |It's a fact of life. So for both,
for Gty Wal k, which we thank you for very nuch
and encourage you to reconsider the dredgi ng of
the river up through the city. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN RHCDES: Thank you, sir. Next,
|'"d like to call M. Lew s Dana.

MR. DANA: (Good afternoon, M. Chairman.
My nane is Lewis Dana (L-e-wi-s) (D-a-n-a). |
represent a condom ni um associ ation in the Jewelry

District, and, in fact, ny colleague, M. MCdure
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is anot her resident, and he has said nmany of the
things | was going to say about the WaterFire, but
| really want to say sincere thanks for
recogni zing the value of the Gty Walk idea
because it really -- if you tal k about the bike
pat hs, East Bay Bi ke Path is a wonderful thing.
If you' ve ever tried to ride a bicycle from Fox
Point to Roger WIllians Park, it's pretty exciting
because there's no safe way to do it, and,
simlar, walking is entertaining, to say the
| east.

But, nore inportant, far nore inportant,
is the Gty Walk is going to unite eight
nei ghbor hoods across the city wth designated
bi keway with links to other attractions on the
way, and the funding will allow us to do the
si gnage and possi bl e park benches or m ni parks
and things like this. So, it's really wonderful,
and thank you very much. On the subject of
WaterFire, they're going to have to put wheel s on
t he boats any day now. So, reconsideration of
dredging the river would really be a great thing.
Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RMAN RHCDES: Thank you, sir. Ckay,

next, I'd like to call Dorald Besl ey.
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MR. BESLEY: | apol ogize for ny
appearance, but I'mfrom South County, so naybe
that explains it.

CHAI RVAN RHODES: | wish | had ny

tee-shirt on as well.

MR. BESLEY: | live in South Kingstown,
and since 2001, |'ve been a nenber of the Route
138 Reconstruction Commttee. |In January, M.

Al vedi (phonetic) cane down to South Ki ngstown
when they printed the regional comrents about the
regi onal aspects of the roadworks funding to
explain it to the town residents and our town
council. One of the statenents he nmade was t hat
he thought that the Route 138 project was over
desi gned.

| took that to nean that it was -- that
the DOT | ost control of it, there was too nany
details and whatever. So, |I'mhere to take
unbrage with that comment. | think that is
absolutely incorrect. This project runs through
the heart of two of South Kingstown's eleven or
twel ve vill ages that nake up the town. So, West
Ki ngstown and Ki ngston. And when it goes through
Kingston, it's actually the national historic

di strict of Kingstown.
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So our conmttee over the 15 years we've
been working on this project now have done our due
diligence. | can absolutely say that because |I'm
the | ast of the Mhicans fromthe origi nal groups.
Four of our nenbers are unfortunately no | onger
Wth us, but it's taken so | ong. W' ve done our
due diligence to nmake sure that this project --
and what we were asking the DOT to do was the
correct stuff, where the roundabouts were going to
be sited, sone of the details, the traffic vol unes
-- the traffic volume fromthe road traffic
studies that we were shown early in the project
are about 25,000 cars a day right in the center of
the village where all those roads, |ike South
Road, North Road, 108, 138 where they all
intersect wwth the university that, in fact, is
actual ly about a quarter of the daily traffic
that's been the nost heavily portions of the 6/10
connector, which I've noticed is getting sonewhere
around the $400 nmillion mark for inprovenents.

I n 2005, Senator Chafee was able to get a
$15 mllion earmark for that project. The |ast
time we inquired about it | think was when M.
Smth, Bob Smth, was still our coordinator before

he becanme the chief of engineering. W asked for
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an accounting of where we were with the noney, and

| think, if | remenber correctly, he said we had
about -- about 11.15 mllion was left in the
budget .

Now, when | | ook at the anobunts of nbney

that are now projected to be that are going to be
spent for the 138 project, it's now divided into
two parts, Route 2 to Fair G ounds Road, and then
we've got the railroad bridge, and that's there in
the mddle that you guys, | think, are starting to
wor k on next year; and then, after that, fromthe
other side of the railroad bridge to 108 and

Ki ngston. Now, there are $7 mllion shown in the
| at est version of the Rhode W rks thing for the
first portion, which just goes fromRoute 2 to
Fair Grounds Road. There's actually just a
straight flat road, very little drainage issues.
There's one bridge to go across.

CHAlI RMVAN RHCODES: Excuse ne, I'mgoing to
give you one nore mnute, and then you will have
an opportunity to finish up afterwards. |'m
trying to respect everyone's tine.

MR. PIERSON: Fine. And for the other
portion from Railroad Avenue to 108, we have $9.5

mllion. $9.5 million, | don't think is going to
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be enough, but 1'lIl cone back and pick it up from
t here.

CHAI RVAN RHCODES: Thank you for that, sir.
It should not be long. | only have a few other
speakers. Next, is M. WIliamLynn. Wl cone,
M. Lynn.

MR. LYNN: Thank you. It's WIlliamLynn
(L-y-n-n). I'mthe executive director of the
Herreshoff Mari ne Museum and we have -- |'m here
to tal k about the Herreshoff Marine Miseum
Rehabilitation Project. This project is focused
on the CGeneral Anbrose Burnside Building at 22-26
Burnside Street in Bristol. It's a building with
a fairly rich history between 1858 and 1870. It
served as the headquarters for the Burnside Rifle
Company, which |ater becane the Bristol Firearns
Conmpany. They were the manufacturers of the
Bur nsi de Car bi ne whi ch saw w despread use during
the Gvil War.

In the |ate 1800s the building was
expanded, and it becane the nmachi ne shop for the
Her reshof f Manuf acturi ng Conpany, which is
arguably the cradl e of Rhode Island' s vibrant
mari ne technology industry. It's currently the

| argest buil ding on the Herreshoff Marine Museum
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Canpus whi ch straddl es strai ght Route 114 hal f way
bet ween Provi dence and Newport, and the buil ding
is the focus of a planned expl anati on of the
museum s exhi bit space to accommobdate our grow ng
coll ection including our newly conpl eted one-si xth
scal e nodel of the 1903 America's Cup defender
Rel i ance, which was arguably the greatest boat
built in Rhode Island.

Qur project was included in the TIP;
however, funding was pushed out to 2025, and there
are just five key points that 1'd |i ke to nmake.
One is that, based on the project agreenent
bet ween the nmuseum and RI DOT dated June 6, 2013,
this project was funded by transportation
enhancenent funding fromthe U S. Departnent of
Transportati on adm ni stered by the FHWA. The
total funding is 1.5 mllion of which 1.2 mllion
is federally funded, and 300, 000 state funded.
Whil e the federal funding is obviously subject to
obligational authority limtations, the sum of
noney that was pushed out to 2025 was 815, 000,
whi ch, obviously, is the lion's share of the
budget, and we're unclear as to exactly how it was
815,000 that was re-prioritized versus 300.

Second secretary point I'd like to nmake is

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters. com




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o 00 M W N Rk O

FFY 2017-2025 STIP & FFY 2013-2016 STIP - My 26, 2016

75

that the project is in progress. Over 386,000 of
the 1.5 mllion has been spent to date. Phase I,
which is the stabilization of the building s
cupol a, and the replacenent of several areas of
the roof to keep the water out was really largely
prep work for Phase Il. Phase Il involves the
restoration of the building s envel ope. Phase |
is conplete as of Novenber 2015, and Phase Il is
at the 10 percent stage right now.

The nmuseum has i nvested over $100, 000 of
our own noney in this project to date and hundreds
of hours of staff time. This project is geared to
restore an i nportant but seriously deteriorating
asset. |If we aren't able to undertake Phase ||
sonetinme in 2016 and '17, the building is going to
continue to deteriorate further and wll increase
the cost of saving it in the future years. The
third point is in the draft TIP. A reason given
for deprioritizing our project was "limted
support fromthe city," evidenced by the fact that
our project was not on the town's |list of priority
pr oj ects.

Furt her investigation on our part has
reveal ed that, for whatever reason, our project

was omtted fromthe list of projects sent to the
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town for prioritization. So the fact that it
didn't show up on their list is not an indicator
of a lack of support; rather, it's an indicator of
om ssi on on sonebody's part. W net with Bristol
town adm nistrator, Tony Texeira, and he
reaffirmed that the town fully supports our
project, support that was provided in a letter
from M. Texeira as part of our subm ssion back in
January.

Four, each of them applied for and was
awar ded a 150, 000 grant fromthe Rhode I sl and
H storic Preservation for the restoration of
additional windows in this building and to augnent
the RIDOT funding. This grant requires a natch,
and the project nust be started within one year.
We're now i n danger of |osing the matchi ng funds,
and, therefore, also, this $150,000 grant, which
is a major grant for an organi zation of our size.
This project is a significant -- finally, this
project is a significant conponent of a |arge
campus nmaster plan, for which we have begun a
capi tal canpaign. The nuseum has directly spent
over $20,000 preparing to get at Phase Il to the
10 percent stage, and we've been neeting with

prospective funders under the assunption that we
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coul d execute this project in 2016 and ' 17.

Therefore, while | thank you for including
the project in the draft TIP, two points. One is,
|'d like to review the agreenent between RI DOT and
HW to confirmthe anount of state funding
avai l able for re-prioritization, as we believe
it's 300, not 815. And, two, to reconsider the
timng of that funding and shift from 2025 to
2016- 2017 with 50 percent avail able in each of
t hose two years. Thanks very nuch.

CHAI RVAN RHCODES: Thank you, sir. Next ,
|"d like to call M. Paul LaBl anc.

MR. LaBLANC: Good afternoon, M.

Chai rman, commttee nmenbers. A |lot of your faces

| ook famliar. For the record, ny nane is Paul
LaBl anc (L-e-B-1-a-n-c). |1'mthe Town of
Westerly, Town Engineer. | started shortly after

Super Storm Sandy. So it's been a busy three and
a half years. Back in January of 2013, | was in
front of the Transportation Advisory Conm ssion
for a TIP anendnent for the Bay Street Streetscape
Project. You' ve heard a prior request from
Senator Algiere and M. Derrik Kennedy, the
Westerly Town Manager. W' re |ooking for a

request to re-prioritize, really, the schedul e,
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and I will go into where we are with the project
itsel f.

The Bay Street Streetscape Project |ooks
like it's on the -- as a qualifying project for
somewhere around 2022. | was one of the
depart ment personnel representing the town that
cane in for an anendnent to the 2009 to 2012 TIP
project to include the Bay Street Streetscape
Proj ect as an anmended project back then in January
of 2013. | think that was approved April of 2013,
and a subsequent anendnent was nade, | think,
md-April or May in 2014 for additional project
fundi ng, which is up to around $1.3 mllion.

The town itself, as well as the Watch Hi |
Conservancy, to date, through their | oca
i nprovenments to the Bay Street area as well as
Larkin Road, drainage, water main utilities, the
under groundi ng project for the Watch Hi |
Conservancy, we've expended in excess of $10
mllion to date in that area. W have anot her
contract comng up for historic street lighting to
repl ace the overhead lighting that's going to cone
down probably this fall. That work was taken out
of the design scope and the construction scope for

the prior TIP qualifying project and wll be
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constructed this fall

So the town is noving forward for that.
That's an additional -- with assistance fromthe
Watch Hill Conservancy and a partnering group in
the area, that's an additional 300 to 350, 000.

So, right now, all of the drai nage has been

conpl eted. That was conpl eted about the tine that
| started with the town sonetine in the fall of
2012. Those drai nage i nprovenents were made to
the best good faith efforts to the new 2010 storm
wat er manual requirenents. Water main repl acenent
wor k has been conpleted. W're down to the | ast
10 or 12 or 13 poles left in the area for the
under groundi ng work to be conpleted, which wll be
started this fall.

This project is |listed as the nunber one
priority for the towmn. Right now, we're | ooking
at -- for the total wde project, including the
requested fundi ng, we're about 90 percent
conplete. R ght now, the design plan for the
project, just shy of the PS&E subm ssion. That's
why we're | ooking for a possible change in
schedul e. That's our request. W're probably
three or four nonths out fromgetting those

conplete and revise a CRMC permt. So the project
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has been continuing to go. Qur contact person
t hrough DOT was M. Thomas Queenan. He's been
great to work with so far, and, hopefully, he'l
consi der our request.

CHAI RVAN RHODES: Thank you, sir. [|I'm
guessing, you're M. Gant Sinmobns?

MR SIMMONS: Yeah. | just would like to
say thank you very, very much for hearing our
request, and, hopefully, we can nove this forward.
It's very significant to the conmunity of Watch
Hll and to the Town of Westerly because it is
such an econom ¢ engi ne that we have down there on
Bay Street. So, thank you again, for considering
it, and, hopefully, we can again nove this
forward. Thank you.

CHAI RMVAN RHODES: Thank you for taking the
time to be here today. M. Schiller, would you
care to let the other fol ks finish up?

MR, SCHI LLER  Sure.

CHAI RMAN RHCDES: Barry, I'mjust going to

rem nd you that, right now, that I'mgoing to
limt you to five m nutes. If you want to wait,
you're welcone to. It's your call. 1'll get
started. Maybe I'Il get through.

MR. SCHI LLER So, ny nane is Barry
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Schiller (S-c-h-i-l-I-e-r), and | just want to be
clear to everyone that |'m speaking for nyself,
although I"'maffiliated with a nunber of transit
advocacy groups. | do have a broader view, which

is why | was thinking of nore than five m nutes
because, as some of you know, | was on the
Transportation Advisory Commttee for many years.
So |'ve been involved in discussions on all these
issues. So | want to start by saying what | |ike
about what you're doing or what RI DOT and RI PTA
have done.

First of all, it's really a game-changer
about our basic bridge and, to sone extent,
pavenent infrastructure, which we were struggling
wth for so long, and Statew de Planning felt that
we were on the verge of sinking, as they put it,
and I comrend RIDOT for taking a | ot of political
heat to put roadworks forward and deal wth
especially the bridges and having the big heavy
commercial trucks that do a |lot of the damage and
also do a lot of the requirenents for bridges to

mai ntain to be able to handl e heavy weights. |

agree with the tolls. | agree with their 10-year
look. | think that's a step forward to | ook ahead
ten years.
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I like a few small innovative things about
how t he RI PTA suppl enented the commuter rail, sonme
seed noney for summer services, the Cty Walk
thing that really nmakes a difference in the city,
| hope. Comuter rail marketing, which is badly
needed. Those are all good things. So, what are
nmy concerns? | wouldn't need five mnutes; right?

CHAI RMAN RHODES: You woul d hope so.

MR. SCHI LLER  The bi ggest concern is the
6/ 10, which we're not ready, in nmy opinion, in
Amendnment Nunber 7 to give RIDOT $195 million at
this point when the basic design is still being
debated, and the Cty of Providence is still
putting out bids or requests for different visions
for what that mght |ook like, and that's so nuch
nmoney that if we could do it cheaper -- and RI DOT
said that the people who are tal king about a
boul evard that could be done a | ot cheaper, if it
could be done, and that's an "if." If it could be
done on a boul evard basis, which would help
reconnect the neighbors. It would help reduce the
cost, which woul d make funds avail able for sone of
the things |I've been hearing about in Wsterly, in
East G eenwi ch and Cunberl and, Pawtucket, Centr al

Fall s, East Provi dence.
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I know that all too well about the fiscal
restraint. So, we need -- if we're going to try
and add things, we need to cut things. And the
6/10 to really only be funded in 2016 as to what
RI DOT needs to keep the oversight to process their
Fast Lane (sic) application and so on. It
shouldn't be 195 mllion this year. W shouldn't
give them a bl ank check basically to go ahead
before we do this. And also related to saving
noney, if we could have a boul evard on the 6/10,
and it wasn't that |long ago we didn't have an
expressway between d neyville and |-95.

I have a map fromthe 1970s, which
basically Route 10 ended in the area around
A neyville, and then you were on Kinsley or Harris
Avenue to go the rest of the way, and you know
what, the world didn't end. And if we could do
that again and do it better than we used to have
it, then we wouldn't need to spend an extra 50 or
60 mllion on wdening |I-95 northbound when they
redo t he northbound viaduct. They want to w den
it substantially, and that's in the tens of
mllions extra.

So this is all very interconnected, and it

gives us an opportunity to save big noney to help
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the cities and towns and transportation
alternatives. | want to hold up your own picture
of what Providence has been sacrificing by having
this huge 1-95/ Route 6 interchange right now, and
they want to make it wider. This is only a snal

pi cture. Sonewhere in the docunents, you have a
whol e page of that interchange, and if you w den
it slightly to cover the Dean Street ranps, it's a
huge anmount of | and that Providence has sacrificed
for that interchange, and when you add that to the
6/ 10 i nterchange in dneyville --

When you think back to Providence of the
pi ctures of the 40s and 50s when it was a thriving
city, it didn't have any of that. The whole
busi ness of drive everywhere, drive fast through
the city, has hurt Providence so much. This is an
opportunity to be a gane-changer to start to
reverse the damage that the auto age has done to
our core city, and not just Providence, but other
core cities. So, |I'll hold off to the end at this
poi nt because with the noney saved, | have a | ot
of thoughts about what we m ght do.

CHAI RVAN RHODES: M. Schill er, please
know that | appreciate your yielding, particularly

given all your service to the TAC. W'Il get back
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to you.
MR. SCHI LLER  Thank you.
CHAl RVAN RHODES: Okay. M. DelLuca and
M. Duffy, | notice you're still with us. Wuld

you li ke an opportunity to say anything el se?

MR. DUFFY: M. Chairman, we're chipping
away for discussion with you about the next plans.

CHAI RVAN RHODES: | will follow up with
you after the neeting, then. Thank you very nuch.
M. Besley?

MR. BESLEY: 1'Il make this second part
bri ef.

CHAI RVAN RHCDES: Wl cone back, M.
Besl ey.

MR. BESLEY: Thank you. So, in 2011, when
Robert Smith was our coordinator fromthe DOI, he
cane to one of our neetings that year, and he said
that the DOT director -- they were | ooking for
shovel -ready projects, and 138 was deened a
shovel -ready project even though -- even up to
that tinme and as of today -- the archeol ogi cal
study, which we were told was going to have to
t ake place where Mnisterial Road intersects 138
for possi ble Narragansett/Indian Vill age.

We were given a start date. The project
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was -- you said the first shovel would go in the
ground in |ate 2012, early 2013, but as what
happened was, subsequent neetings took place, and
every time we went to the next neeting, it was
pushed down the road, and now it's pushed down to
2021. And | know the Town Pl anner, M. Mirray,
has spoken -- he spoke in January, and they've
witten a letter, and there are going to be sone
interimthings done to kind of work on the really
bad parts of it. But, really, what |'m nost
concerned is is the funding, because if $7 mllion
iIs now put in there for paving for the first mle
and a quarter with basically nothing other than a
little bit of drainage work, but then fromthe
rail road bridge into Kingston, you' re going
t hrough the two vill ages, the historic district.
We have sidewal ks we wanted. W have
maj or drai nage i ssues con ng down Kingston Hill
All the really heavy duty engi neering and
i mportant things that we want in a project are
fromthere up to 108. Now you only have $9 1/2
mllion. So it looks to ne like all it's going to
be is a pavenent. You know, we're going to go in
there; we're going to pave the highway and the

rest of the things, everything that we've tried to
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get into this project to nmake it a better place
for the residents of Kingston for the university
and everybody that travels to and fromthe
uni versity on a daily basis. For the peopl e that
use that highway to go across Sout hern Rhode
Island, it's like -- that's not going to happen.
So, | would just -- I"'mhoping that that's
not the case. And | guess ny last thing that I
want to be interested inis if in -- 2014 was the
last time | got an e-mail fromM. Smth before he
left the DOI, when he was now t he head of
engi neering, he said the earnarked noney was still
around. | don't know how nuch of it was stil
around in 2014. But if it is, where is it, you
know? It's not showing up in the roadworks thing
as, you know, possible funding for this project.
So | guess that was ny question. And the | ast
thing is -- the last tinme -- our conmttee
actually hasn't net since Decenber of 2013, for
sone reason. Maybe it's because | show up at the
nmeetings. But at that neeting, we were show ng
sonme -- three options for the |last part of the
project that we had questions on. W've never net
again, so we've never had any opportunity to

di scuss that with the DOl and BETA Engi neeri ng,
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but I'd like to leave this with you guys. These
were ny comments fromthere that | sent to the DOT
but never really got an answer on it.

CHAI RVAN RHCODES: Thank you very much,
sir.

MR. BESLEY: All right. Thank you very
much. | appreciate it. Thank you.

CHAl RMVAN RHCODES: M. Schiller? Take your
tinme, Barry.

MR, SULLIVAN. It is 4 or 500 pages
bet ween the two docunents. So, as | was sayi ng,
beli eve there's a gane-changer about our
infrastructure but it's not this plan, a
gane-changer in terns of our societal interest in
reduci ng vehicle mles travel ed and encour agi ng
people to wal k and bi ke nore and deal with climte
change em ssions. |It's not a gane-changer that
way. It's still a lot of the investnent for -- to
drive everywhere transportati on system

Besi des the 6/10 issue, it seens to ne
that the way we used to do the TIP, we tried to
guess what anmpbunts were needed each year for the
part of the project that we're in. So the 195 --
| mean the 195 mllion for the 6/10, | can't

believe, really, RIDOT plans to spend that in
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fiscal year 2016, which only has a few nonths. |
just don't understand that budgeting, why it's
such a | arge anmobunt for this fiscal year.

There's a couple of other things like that

that is in the formof a question. It doesn't
mean it's wong; | just don't understand it.
Besides the 6/10, | want for the record to oppose

the $3 mllion, supposedly, in highway safety for
the ranps on 295. That, you all know, is
subverting our |and use goals. In the Johnston
Sunrise, which I recommend you take a | ook at,

t hi s pushback in Johnston, the people that |ive on
Greenvill e Avenue don't want a commercial strip
mall the way it is on 44 or other roads wth

i nterchanges. The -- it cannibalizes -- it's not
like it's new econom c devel opnent. It
canni bal i zes what citizens already have in
Cranston, Providence, East Providence. So it's
not even econom c devel opnent.

I don't think I could tell Citizens Bank
what to do, but we can ask what we do w th our
public noney. And putting in at least $3 mllion
of public noney for subverting our | and use goals
so that our anti-land use, anti-environnmental bank

could build a canpus where they can have 3, 000
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enpl oyees wth 3,000 parking spots for each of
them | think is sonething that we should not go
along with. If we are taking | and use pl anni ng
seriously, here's the tine to draw the |line, and
you'll have plenty of support in Johnston people
al ongside it.

I was involved in the CRF C ub (phonetic)
when we did the new i nterchange for the Resource
Recovery, and there was a full environnental
i mpact statenent, which anong other things, to
avoid spraw. If you know that interchange wth
t he Resource Recovery, it doesn't connect to the
nei ghbor hoods. So you could only get off the
hi ghway there to go to the Resource Recovery
facility. So, an environnmental inpact statenent
should be required for this ranp. And one of the
t hings that you should be exploring is, you can
only go to citizens, so it doesn't have as nuch
sprawl inpact as | fear that it will. So that's
an i nportant issue, which has gotten attention in
t he environnent community as well as in Johnston.

Anot her thing on the highway side is the

-- sonewhere, there's 38 mllion for the tol
infrastructure. Now, | support the idea of tolls,
but | hope that the powers that be will make sure
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that that's not spent unless we know that it's
legal to do this. |1've always heard on the TAC
that you can't put newtolls on interstate

hi ghways, and, apparently, RI DOT now has found a
| oophol e where you can. That nmy be true, or
maybe it's not. | know the trucking industry is
going to challenge it.

We obviously don't want to spend 38
mllion and then find it's illegal. So | hope
that there's sone provision in the sequencing to
make sure that that doesn't happen. Now, on the
transit side, | already made a few coments about
sone things that | liked. | think -- oh, one nore
thing about the ranps. It's |isted under H ghway
Safety. To ne, that's very deceptive. | suppose
it's arguable that if you don't build a ranp for
citizens, and people have to get there from Route
44 or one of the other interchanges, there woul d
be sone danger on the back roads, but that's
di si ngenuous. It shouldn't be in highway safety.
That not where it is. Having additional on and
off ranps on 1-295 is actually highway unsafety
because you have nore nerging and exiting traffic.
That really should be changed.

The sane way on the transit side. The
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Hopki nton travel plaza is |listed under "Transit,"
whi ch, when you |l ook at the total transit nunbers,
it's m sl eadi ng because, | nean, there's only
three buses a day each way on weekdays, not
weekends or holidays. And there's already a Park
& Ride, | understand. It mght be a better Park &

Ride, but it's not really a transit proposal to
have a rest area primarily for notorists, and that
shoul d be correctly | abel ed.

It's 12 mllion. So it inflates the
transit part. What percentage of that use will be
for the people who actually do take a RI PTA bus,
that's the percentage that should be for transit.
That woul d be a nore accurate way to do that. The
-- | also have a question about RIPTA's 17 mllion
Enhanced Transit. Any Pettine said it was better
than the streetcar. | guess it's cheaper, but |
don't understand, and | don't think the public
understands what it's for. |1'mgoing to read what
it says the 17 mllion is going for in the Rl PTA
proposed amendment :

Bus stops along the corridor, six of them

w Il include a high |level of anenities, including
brandi ng, bus shelters -- sonme of them already had
that -- seating real-time arrival infornmation,
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i ncreased signage, ticket vendi ng machi nes, W -Fi
and i ntegrated bi ke-share anenities. O course,
Provi dence doesn't have a bi ke-share program now
and not for the foreseeable future. So | just
read what 17 mllion is supposed to buy, and
that's not pl ausible.

| assune that there's sonething el se going
on. The public has a right to know. \here is
that 17 mllion being spent? It doesn't even
prom se green light priority on the corridor. It
doesn't prom se that it would enhance the corridor
all the way to the State House, which, as you
know, there's an arny of people who cone up here
to work, to attend rallies, to | obby, to tourists
who go here to see our beautiful state capitol
buil ding, all the stuff that happens in the DOA
We don't even have a shelter, and here's one nore
stop in the six. There is an opportunity to
i nprove things here, but | don't see how this
could be 17 mllion, and if that's all they're
going to do, then it should be rejected as a TIP
amendnent because that doesn't justify 17 mllion.

Everybody | ask about this, they're saying
-- they're thinking this is just an excuse to

spend the federal TIGER noney but it's 4 mllion
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of state nbney. So, even if it was only federal
noney, it's still a lot of noney. So it's got to
be accounted for. It mght be a good thing, but
it needs to be explained. Also, on the R PTA
t hing, the bus hub noney, the way it's accounted
for -- again, like the 195, the 35 mllion is
attributed to -- it's listed under RIDOI, and then

under RI PTA only for the Providence bus hub, and
that's not the way the bond issue was st at ed,
which is eligible for bus hubs around the state,
and we have an issue in Pawtucket where it m ght
be a little bit useful.

It seens to ne that, since they're not
going to spend 35 mllion this year, that we
should do the budgeting for the bus hubs the way
we do the budgeting for the conputer rail stop
which is, you know -- in the 2016 anendnent,
there's a little bit for the next step of the
envi ronnental review going on now, and then in the
followng years, it tells you how we're going to
spend noney on the commuter rail stop in
Pawt ucket. | think we should do the sanme for the
bus hubs. Wat do you need this year to oversee
the process of putting it out to bid, and that's

all there should be because naybe we'll want sone
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of it not for Providence. Maybe we wll have it
all in Providence, but we don't know yet.

It doesn't seemto nme the way it's handl ed
in the existing amendnent that that's the right
way. So, | hope that you'll look at that. On the
commuter rail, of course | agree with -- always
have agreed with what you heard from Paw ucket,
Central Falls, Cunberland, and even a little bit
Nort h Provi dence on having better access to that
commuter rail system The problem | have here is
t hat the anount of noney for the comuter rail
isn't enough to build it. It's like 18 mllion
over the ten years. They're really depending on a
grant -- TIGER Grant or sone other kind of federal
grant.

| just want to comment that I'ma little
nervous about that one; over ten years and 5.6
billion, there isn't enough noney to be sure that
we could build that station, which | think should
be built. There is also nothing in the rail area.
The state rail plan tal ks about infill stations,
as a goal, there's nothing there. | believe,
especially with clinmate change, that we shoul d be
studying electrification of the conmmuter rail.

The MBTA said it's not in their five-year plan,
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but as soon as they | ook past that,
electrification is definitely on their docket, and
we're | ooking at a 10-year plan here, then we
ought, you know, be part of the conversation with
t hem about novi ng ahead.

There's a | ot noney going into subsidizing
electric vehicles, electric cars. W ought to be
t hi nki ng about electrification. The MBTA has to
electrify if they ever build a south coast rail,
if they ever build North Station/South Station
connection. So we have an interest in --
especially the second of those two things -- to
connect us to the North Shore and Northern New
England. It would have to be electrified. Let's
get the conversation started as soon as possi bl e.

Any Pettine nmentioned that RIPTA was
interested in the Green Light Extension, and |
hope that you are -- RI DOT has tal ked about 3 or
400 mllion for a bus rapid transit for a handful
of buses out Route 6/10. G een Light Extension
for much, nmuch | ess ought to help speed up all the
buses in all the key roots, not just a tiny
handful. On the pedestrian side, | only have one
comment. Being from North Providence, our North

Provi dence Environnent Conm ssion frustrated by
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North Providence's failure to clear sidewal ks
after snow both on public | and and on private

| and, we asked them-- and they did -- put in a
request for capital equi pnent that DPW woul d
operate for renoving snow from si dewal ks, which is
not even done on public property/town property in
Nort h Provi dence.

Those of you who know Evans Field, there's
an exanple. It's not done at that or at Stephen
A ney Park on the sidewal ks there, and they say
t hey don't have the equipnent, and it seens to ne
that we spend all this noney on traffic safety,
which is a huge programover ten years, but it
should be for safety for pedestrians al so, and,
for that matter, for bus passengers that have to
access bus stops using sidewalks. So I knowit's
not a normal thing. So ny question is: Wy can't
that be funded in the accounts transit -- in the
traffic safety capital programto get such
equi pnent, because it definitely is a safety
i ssue.

We got by this winter, fortunately, with
little snow, but people take their life in your
hands if you have to wait for a bus. | happen to

be on a curve on Smth Street where | wait for a
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bus, and there's not good visibility; the
sidewal ks are not cleared, and it's hard to see ne
when a notorist is comng around the curve. RI DOT
does a great job of clearing the streets, which
means the cars go real fast at these bus stops.
It's not just North Providence, so | hope to hear
an answer why that wasn't deened either eligible
or inportant in such a vast project.

And the |last part is on the bike program
whi ch | know Al ex was going to speak on; naybe he
wll tonight. The basic point on the bike road is
that it's advancing so slowy. |If you |look -- |
was i nvolved in preparing the 2013-'16 TIP, and
there's so many projects that were |isted for
construction that were not done. Section 8 of the
Bl ackst one, the Warren extension, the Western part
of Coventry, and it's projecting out ahead even
t hough there's so nmuch nore noney now with
i ncreased federal stuff and the GARVEE Bonds and
t he Hi ghway Mai nt enance Account and the truck
tolls. That ought to accel erate the bi ke program
especi ally when you think about the Bl ackstone
Vall ey, and it's a national park.

And when you're marketing to national park

people, having it all connected wth a bicycle,
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that's a marketing tool. But our bike path
doesn't go to the Museum of Work and Culture in
Downt own Woonsocket. |t doesn't go to Slater MII
in Pawtucket. Those are sites in the national
park, but it's not yet connected by the bikes. It
seens to ne that it's an econom c opportunity as
well as a quality of life thing to market the

nati onal park and the tourismindustry by really
novi ng ahead on that Bl ackstone bi keway all the
way as soon as possi bl e.

And there's other bike things that didn't
even nmake the TIP, which | want to call attention
to, and | hope that if noney is freed up to expand
the transportation alternatives, which is such a
smal | percentage of the program that | want to
call attention to the fact that sonething we
t hought was a high priority in study and
devel opnent are connected to the University of
Rhode Island with all its thousands of students,
staff and faculty from Wakefield, that didn't even
make the TIP, the new TIP draft, even though it
was a high priority in study and devel opnent in
the old TIP.

Al so, finally, the northwest towns of

Burrillville, which put in sonme of its own noney
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for a small bike path, but also North Smthfield
and, finally, Smthfield. | believe you'll hear
fromthe Wonasquat ucket WAt ershed Associ ati on
toni ght that now interest in Johnston are
interested in the northwest bike trail that is,
unfortunately, not even in the TIP at all. So
hope that as you reconfigure things, especially if
you coul d save noney fromthese huge nmega hi ghway
proposals on 6/10 and 1-95 North, they could do a
little bit to help the transportation
alternatives, which | believe is so underfunded.
Again, we have a societal interest in
havi ng peopl e wal k nore and drive | ess, and by
"wal k nmore," that includes carpool, use transit,
bi cycle. That woul d save us npbney that we ship
out of state for gasoline. It would help fight
climate change. It would help our econony. It
woul d hel p our health. So | hope that you can
find ways of inproving the funding at higher
| evel s, the transportation alternatives. So
that's ny overview about this vast thing, and
t hank you for your patience. | know everybody
wants to | eave, but you don't have to be back 'til
about 6, so you still have an hour and a half.

Thank you, Jared, for inviting nme to do this.
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CHAl RMAN RHCDES: Barry, if you could just
stick around so | could speak with you afterwards.

MR, SULLI VAN. Yeah.

CHAI RVAN RHODES: At this point, I'd like
to ask if there's anyone el se who would like to
make any comments at our hearing today. Seeing
none, I'll formally close this hearing at 4:20.
Thanks to all of you for your tinme and,
particularly, for the rest of the DOl and RI PTA
staff nenbers who are in the audi ence today.
Thanks for being here.

( HEARI NG CONCLUDED AT 4:20 P.M)
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CE-RT-I-F-I-CAT-1-ON
STATE OF RHODE | SLAND AND PROVI DENCE PLANTATI ONS
PROVI DENCE, SC.

I, SALLY BRASSARD, do hereby certify that
the foregoing is a true, accurate, and conplete
transcript of nmy notes taken at the above-entitled
pr oceedi ng.

IN WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand this 2nd day of June, 2016.

SALLY BRASSARD, CSKR/ RPR
NOTARY PUBLI C
My COW SSI ON EXPI RES: 1/16/ 17
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( HEARI NG COMVENCED AT 6:36 P. M)

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: Good evening, |'m
calling this hearing to order at 6:36. M nane is
Fran Shocket, and | amthe chair of the
Transportati on Advisory Commttee and wll preside
at this hearing, which has been authorized by the

COUNCI L MEMBER: You're going to have to
speak a little | ouder. M apol ogi es.

CHAl R\MOVAN SHOCKET: Ckay, I'll shout. My
nanme i s Fran Shocket, and | am chair of the
Transportation Advisory Commttee and will preside
at this hearing, which has been authorized by the
State Pl anni ng Council for the purpose of
accepti ng public comment on Anmendnent Number 7 to
the State Transportation | nprovenent Program for
federal and fiscal year 2015, 2016, and the Draft
State Transportation | nprovenent Programfor
federal fiscal years 2017 through 2025.

In getting us started today, | would Iike
to begin with a few housecl eaning itens. First
and forenost, please note the |ocation of the fire
exits. In addition, and should you need the
restroonms, know that you can find themdirectly

outside and to the right of the main entrance.
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Next, should you be here to offer testinony,

pl ease know that you must sign in and register
accordi ngly at the wel cone desk, which is back
there. O herwise, we will be unaware of your
desire and may not call your nane.

Last, but not least, | also want to make
sure everyone is aware that all comments,
including witten, related to Anendnment Nunber 7
must be received at the close of this public
heari ng toni ght; however, witten comments on the
proposed draft fiscal year '17-'25 STIP will be
accepted through June 26th as explained in the
official notice, which is posted on statew de
pl anni ng' s hone page.

Now, with those itens out of the way, and
prior to accepting public comment, | amfirst
going to turn the floor over to Linsey Call aghan,
supervi sing planner wth the Statew de Pl anni ng
Program then Any Pettine, Executive Director of
Pl anning for RI PTA, and, finally, Meredith Brady,
Acting Policy Director for RIDOI, who will provide
brief informational presentations overview ng the
proposed actions. Followng that, | will ask you
to hold any questions that you nmay have so that we

may begin the fornmal comment period. Linsey?
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MS. CALLAGHAN: Thank you, Madam Chair.

As Madam Chair expl ai ned, the purpose of this
hearing is to receive public comments on two
separate rel ated docunents: Amendrment Nunber 7 to
the State Transportation | nprovenent Program for
federal fiscal years 2013 to 2016 and the Draft
State Transportation | nprovenent Program for
federal fiscal years 2017 to 2025.

The STIP, as a docunent, is a list of
transportation projects the State of Rhode Island
intends to inplenent using U S. Departnent of
Transportation funds. For transportation projects
to utilize these federal funds, it nust be
included in the STIP. To provide sone added
context on the STIP, in 2012 when the Feder al
Transportati on Authorization Bill, Mp-21, was
passed, it focused on inproving the condition of
the nation's transportati on system

States are now required to show how t hese
federal investnents and their infrastructure
i nprove the transportati on systeni s over al
performance and conditions. The state has been
preparing for this shift for several years. RI DOT
started with the mgration of transportation

infrastructure planni ng, an asset managenent pl ace

4
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system of planning to avoid nore expensive
| ong-term costs. However, the biggest issue
facing the state in neeting the federal
requi rements was identifying appropriate funding.

The state has taken sone key steps to
provi de sustai nable transportation infrastructure
fundi ng and br oadeni ng avail abl e resources,
including the redirection of the gas tax on
transportati on needs, the replacenent of bond
borrowing with the increase of vehicle
registration and driver's license fees, along with
RI CAP funds, and al so the creation of the Rhode
| sl and H ghway Mai ntenance Account. The shift in
resources to neet the state's critica
i nfrastructure needs culmnated in the passage of
roadwork in February of this year, which inposes a
new toll on | arge comrercial trucks, which is
expected to bring in approximately $45 mllion a
year when fully operational.

These two docunents that are being
present ed today represent the project
i mpl enentation of the policy shifts | just
outlined. The remaining of the presentation wll
first focus on Anendnent Nunmber 7 to the 2013 to

2016 STIP, which realigns the federal fiscal year
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2016 projects with additional avail able state and
federal funding sources and wth RIDOT's 10-year
strategic plan. In addition, this anmendnent

i ncl udes new transit and highway funds. | wl|l
now turn the presentation over to Any Pettine to
detail RIPTA s specific anendnent request.

MS. PETTINE: So, tonight, we're
requesting an anmendnent to the current STIP for
two projects, one |arger one and one snuall er one.
So the first is: W're requesting to include the
Downt own Provi dence enhanced transit corridor in
the current STIP. This project is one that's been
going on for many years. RIPTA and the Gty of
Provi dence began several years ago to | ook to put
in a high capacity transit corridor in the
Downt own Provi dence area connecti ng heat
desti nati ons throughout a spine anchored in the
north by the Providence Train Station going to
Downt own Kennedy Pl aza to the hospital area.

The city was successfully awarded a Tl GER
di scretionary grant in 2014. W worked
col |l aboratively to pursue a potential streetcar.
That was a much |arger project, 100 mllion plus
project. Unable to pull the | ocal funds together,

however, through further effort, we were able to
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successfully get perm ssion fromU.S. DOT and the
FTA to nove forward with this enhanced bus
corridor.

So a lot of the features are very simlar
to the original goals of the project. W're
| ooking at high quality bus stops, real-tinme
information, really nice |large shelters, repairing
pavenent, coordinating with the city's potenti al
future bi ke sharing bi ke program and | ooki ng at
roadway and geonetric inprovenents, transit signal
priority, getting sone priority for the bus on
this 1.4 mle corridor. W're also purchasing siX
addi tional vehicles, hybrid diesel electric
vehicles, that will be part of our overall fleet.
And the approach that we're taking is, we're
taki ng six existing bus routes, and we're
basi cally extending them along the spine to create
nore one-seat rides for our entire statew de
transit network and nore connections to the train
station for people living not only in the downtown
but in the nmetro and state as wel |.

So we're really excited about this
project. It's a $17 mllion total project.
Again, the 13 mllion is a discretionary

conpetitive grant that has al ready been awarded,
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so we're looking to include it in the STIP with
the local match com ng from state sources. The
second project in the TIP that we're proposing is
we need to grant, or we'd like to grant, a smal
amount of noney generated from sone nl eage
associ ated with buses running through the eastside
bus tunnel. This is a one-tine apportionnent of
$54,000. It's federal formula funds through the
state to repair high intensity bus prograns.

These were nonies that we were notified by
FTA this year that had been apportioned to us, but
we hadn't been notified prior, so we need to get
t hem obl i gated before they | apse. Coincidentally,
RI PTA actually has a | arger discretionary grant to
do repairs. That project is already in the TIP
so we're basically going to just add this snall
amount of noney to a larger mllion plus project
for renovations to the bus tunnel.

MS. CALLAGHAN: Now we'll turn the
presentati on over to Meredith Brady of RI DOT.

MS. BRADY: Thank you very nuch, Linsey.
Thank you, Chairwonan, and thanks to everybody
who's taken the tinme out of their schedules to be
here tonight. | knowit's particularly difficult

com ng up on the holiday weekend, and I'd al so
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like to thank the RIDOT staff over here that's in
the audience listening. W're not going to be
answeri ng any specific questions, but they wll
listen to everything that's posed here and take
that into consideration.

Qur anendnent to the federal fiscal year
2016 TIP is a big amendnent conpared to Rl PTA' s
smal | er anendnents, and the reason for that is a
process that we started |last year with the change
in adm ni stration and new | eadershi p wi t hi n Rhode
| sl and DOT. W had al ready been pavi ng the way
for a nove towards an asset nanagenent - based
system of determ ning projects, but that was
accel erated. W al so noved froma four-year | ook
at projects to a 10-year plan. So, if you | ook at
t he proposed draft TIP, which is federal fiscal
year '17 to federal fiscal year 25, that's
actually only nine years.

Federal fiscal year '16 is the first year
of the 10-year plan, so we needed to have this
amendnent to align what had been proposed in the
10-year plan with what was included in the TIP
itself. It also is big for another reason, and |
have explained this to the TAC nenbers previously.

It | ooks at all funds as opposed to just federal
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funds. So, in past iterations of this TIP, you
w ||l have seen federal funding and then the state
mat ch, but not operating funds. That may have
gone towards ot her purposes.

Anot her change or anot her request is
approxi mately $300 million in new GARVEE funds.
GARVEEs are grant anticipation revenue bonds.
These are bonds drawn down on future federal
funds. We already have done this once, and we
actually are in the process of refunding the
current bond in order to have noney in the first
three years of the 10-year plan, about 120 mllion
to put towards bridges, specifically, to bring it
into a state of good repair, and another 100
mllion of that funding will cone from at | east
initially, fromthe new GARVEE fundi ng, which
we're planning to work towards issuing in the
fall.

That 300 mllion is shown in the TIP. It
woul dn't have been there before. So, it obviously
is a big change. And, as | said, about 100
mllion goes towards bridges, and about 200
mllion is being set aside for the 6/ 10 connector
project. That is not to say that all of it or

much of it wll get actually used in federa
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fiscal year '16, but we wanted to nmake sure that
it's allocated for that purpose, particularly in
conjunction with grant applications that we've
made recently.

Anot her project that you'll note in the
federal fiscal year '16 anmendnent is the $3
mllion for the ranp on 295 for the Ctizens
Project, the Geenville Avenue G ant, and that
project is limted to $3 mllion in unexpended
bond funds, which is a source that can be tapped
just for capital projects, and the | egislature has
directed us to tap that source specifically for
capital projects.

G herwi se, the projects in general that
are in our anendnent are aligned, as | said, with
t he 10-year plan, which may be different than what
had been in the -- in fact, quite different than
what had been in the prior federal fiscal year '16
of the current adopted TIP. But, as Linsey
nmenti oned, there have been two federa
aut hori zations in place. Since then, we've had a
slight increase in funds and, again, a whole new
met hod of | ooking at things froman asset
managenent perspective, which changed the way the

proj ects were sel ected.
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MS. CALLAGHAN: Thank you, Meredith. This
TAC is being requested to nake a recommendation to
the State Pl anning Council on Anendnent Nunber 7
tonight. 1'd like to provide a brief summary of
t he comments received, either in witing or at the
2 p.m hearing that was held today, related to the
anendnent. | also prepared a summary -- |'1|
provi de a general overview of the comments, but
al so as each TAC nenber sees, it's a summary of
the comments received. It's titled "FFY 2016
Summary of Comments Received."

But, generally speaking, the comments were
related to admnistrative reprogramm ng of titles
in the TIP, the Traffic Safety and Bri dge
Mai nt enance and al so federal funding sources, just
ineligibility or changes in anmounts. As the
comrents relate to specific projects, you can see
an outline of each comment that was provided for
the projects, but, generally speaking, the
conment s consi sted of general support for
inclusion in either the TIP anmendnent or in the
FY2017 to 2025 TIP. However, sone people would
like to see their projects advance earlier than
provided in the draft TIP or incorrect, or the

funding increased. So, if the TAC has any further
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questions, we can tal k about them when they
di scuss the anmendnent. And there's al so copies
provi ded on the back table there.

The next portion of the presentation wll
focus on the 2017 to 2025 TIP, which includes the
required four federally fiscally constrained
years, however extends the planning horizon to
2025. This longer tine frane better aligns with
the state shift to an asset managenent - based
approach to planning and offers nunicipalities in
the public a better idea of when the projects
woul d be noving forward from devel opnent into
i npl enentation and also aligns wwth R DOT" s
10-year strategic plan.

The STI P devel opnent process began in
Novenber of 2015 with the notice of project
solicitation. W' ve received over 300 new
applications containing over $880 mllion in
requests, which were received frommunicipalities,
state agenci es and non-profit organi zati ons. The
projects were then reviewed and ranked. Projects
in the categories of bridge, pavenent, traffic,
drai nage and Regionally Significant projects were
referred to RIDOT to be evaluated prinarily

agai nst data-driven managenent systens to optimze

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters. com




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o 00 M W N Rk O

FFY 2017-2025 STIP & FFY 2013-2016 STIP - My 26, 2016

14

their i npact of the total investnent in Rhode
| sl and' s transportati on network.

Al'l of the projects, including transit,
bi cycl e, pedestrian, safe routes to school and
ot her transportati on enhancenent projects were
eval uated by a series of subcommttees conpri sed
of staff, statew de planning, RIDOT, Rhode Island
Depart nent of Environnental Managenent, RI PTA and
menbers of the Transportation Advi sory Committee.
Al'l of the highest ranking projects were sent to
RI DOT and RI PTA for further project cost
refinenents and esti mates and schedul i ng over the
time period of this TIP. The resulting process --
the process resulted in the draft TIP tables and
its associ ated texts under consideration tonight.
| will now turn the presentation back over to Any
Pettine at RIPTA to describe RIPTA' s portion of
the 2017 to 2025 TIP.

MS. PETTINE: Thanks, Linsey. So RIPTA s
program-- projects in the TIP reflects our
priorities, and I will just talk to themin broad
st rokes, ongoi ng operational support with the
focus on state of the repair, increnental
I nprovenents to hel p us operate nore safely and

efficiently, and there's al so sone | arger scale
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past investnents, particularly in the outer years,
passenger facilities, and our ongoing fl eet
mai nt enance and repl acenent program

So, if you look at the TIP, you can see
t he fundi ng prograns that cone through FTA, a
portion that we programout. 5307 is the big one,
but there are sone smaller ones, |ike 5310 and
5311, and | just nentioned that to say that sone
of themare tied to specific outcones. They m ght
be focused on rural transportation, for exanple,
or they m ght be focused on working with
particul ar popul ations wth access chal |l enges, but
we are definitely, simlar to R DOI, focused on
the state of the repair. You'll see our | argest
programline is our fixed route fleet replacenent
program There's also a programline for our
paratransit fleet replacenent program

There's also an I T program of work. 1"l
just point that out because that is an area that
we're | ooking to advance to keep our facilities
open in the back end, as well as on the vehicles,
t o noderni ze our system For exanple, we have a
| arge fare box investnent comng in the next
couple of years. W are also proposing to

continue using a portion of the CMAQ funds that
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the state receives to support sone of our
operati onal operations such as our "R' line, which
i's our Rapid Bus Service.

W pay for a good majority of the
operations out of the CMAQ program That's our
hi ghest ridership service that actually w |l
connect nicely to help wwth any of the proposed
commuter rail stations in Pawucket in the future.
We al so use this programto support transit
pronotions; facility investnents -- transit signal
priority is an area that we're | ooking to advance
in the future. And it al so supports our commuter
resource RI program which is a programthat does
a lot of outreach on pronoting transportation
alternatives, not just bus but carpooling, van
pooling, et cetera, biking, in the state.

So, again, I'll just end with ongoi ng
operational support is certainly the biggest
priority for us. You know, 20 percent of our
annual operating budget at RI PTA, we're roughly
$100 m I lion annual budget. Roughly, 20 percent
of the op-budget is com ng fromfederal funds.
That's funds to pay our mai ntenance workers to
mai ntai n our vehicles, our preventative

mai nt enance program |It's paying staff. |It's
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payi ng for the operations of the different routes.
So it's a huge part of our work. I'Ill turn it
over to Meredith.

MS. BRADY: Thank you, again. There are a

ot of things that | could say about the '17 to

'25 proposed TIP. So, I'mnot going to keep at it
all night, but I'mjust going to pick a few choice
itens. |f people have further questions, 1'll be

happy to foll owup, but the federal fiscal '17 to
'"25 TIP, again, show a | ot nore than you're used
to seeing in terns of what you need to see for
transparency purposes. You'll be seeing the
operating funds and where they' re going. There
are a lot nore line itens than you m ght be used
to seeing in prior versions of the TIP

There's al so going to be an opportunity --
and this is sonething that | wanted to make very
clear. W're not doing this process for '17 to
'25 as, pardon the pun, end of the road or end of
the line, so to speak, for these projects. W're
going to be re-exam ning these projects as we nove
forward, hopefully on an annual basis. And one of
the very inportant things is with so many
different projects here, we can't have gotten

everything right. W admt that we nay not know
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everything there is to know about a project or
about a road. W have limted ability to really
del ve down into sonme of these projects that are
nmuni ci pal Iy sponsor ed.

So we're hoping to get nore information on
sone projects as we nove forward as well so that
we can appropriately schedule. W've heard
earlier today about sone projects that have
si dewal k and pavenent conponents that m ght not
have been scheduled at the best tines in order to
make t hose connections. So that's sonething that,
W th thousands of projects, it's great to have
sonebody draw that to our attention.

Sone of the conponents of our '"17 to '25
TIP that | just wanted to touch on are -- again,
we're | ooking at the state as a whole system and
this is sonething that the Federal H ghway
Adm ni strati on has been noving us towards slowy
over the last four years or so as we nove from one
short two-year authorization into a new
aut hori zation that's now finally five years.

The push has been towards a performance
managenent basis and an asset nanagenent basis.
The transportati on asset has -- managenent pl ans

are required. Bridge expenditures are based on
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bri dge asset managenent plans. There are a | ot of
different pieces that the federal governnent
requires. Anong that, those requirenents, the 10
percent were | ess structural deficiency for

bri dges, and that's one of the main conponents of
our Rhode Works proposal, which was passed by the
| egi slature in February. |It's a push to, by 2025,
be down to 10 percent fromthe 22 percent, which
again, right now, is the height in the nation.

So, | ooking at the system holistically,
it's not going to nake everybody happy,
unfortunately, but it is going to make a
difference in short-terminvesting where it m ght
be alittle nore painful to nmake those
i nvestnments. You're replacing your roof instead
of going on vacation. |It's not the npbst pleasant
choice, but it's a choice that makes a difference
because if you fix or replace your roof now, you
w ll avoid nore expenditures in the future.

Qur roadwor ks plan was to avoid about $950
mllion in future expenditures, which if we had
conti nued spendi ng the way we have in the past, we
woul d have been | ooking at a nmuch higher bill for
getting to the structural sufficiency and getting

to a state of good repair wth our infrastructure.
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So, with that in mnd, we'll be |ooking forward to
heari ng everybody's comments and heari ng

per spectives and al so getting information here
toni ght at the public hearing.

MS. CALLAGHAN: In conclusion, | would
just like to overview the next steps of the
process. The public comment period for Amendnent
7 to the 2013 to 2017 STIP ends at the cl ose of
this evening's public hearing. Al coments
received related to Anrendnent Nunber 7 will be
addressed and i ncorporated into a public hearing
report. At the conclusion of this evening' s
hearing, the TAC wll be asked to make a
reconmendati on on the anendnent to the State
Pl anni ng Counci | .

At their next neeting on June 9th, the
State Pl anning Council will be presented with this
public hearing report and the tax reconmendati on
and wll be asked to make a final decision on the
anendnent. The public comment period for the TIP
-- for the draft TIP for federal fiscal year 2017
to 2025 ends, however, on June 26th. Al comrents
recei ved at today's hearing and throughout the
public comment period will be addressed and

i ncorporated into a public hearing report.
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The TAC will neet to discuss the public
comment report and the draft TIP at their neeting
on July 25th and at their August 25th neeting, in
which the TAC will be asked to nake a
reconmendati on to the State Pl anning Council. The

State Planning Council wll be asked to make final
action on the draft 2017 to 2025 TIP at their
Sept enber 8t h neeti ng.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Thank you. Thank
you, Linsey, Any and Meredith, for those excell ent
presentations. As noted earlier, we will not be
t aki ng questions, but will now begin accepting
conments on both of these proposed actions. Those
W shing to comment will be called in the order in
whi ch they registered and after the customary
recognition of elected officials. |If you speak,
pl ease identify yourself and if you represent any
particul ar organi zati on, and address all conmments
to me as the presiding officer.

To ensure that all who wi sh to speak may
have an opportunity to do so, each speaker will be
limted to the initial presentation of five
m nutes. After all who wish to speak have had an
initial opportunity, those wi shing to nake

suppl enental statenments will be recogni zed after
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all who have regi stered have spoken, and others
W shing to comment wll be recognized. Witten
statenents will be given equal consideration
They may be read into the record or sinply
submtted to our staff at the wel cone.

Are there any elected officials who w sh
to present a statenent?

MS. DEPASQUALE: May | ?

CHAI RAMOVAN SHOCKET:  Yes.

MR, DEPASQUALE: Good eveni ng, Madam
Chair, Menbers of the Conmttee. M nane is
Joseph DePasquale. | amthe town counci
president for Warren. | want to start by thanking

you for giving us this opportunity to provi de our
comments, and | ook forward to your hopeful 2017
versus the '25, which is the tail end. W regard
-- with regard to both, I want to start by
expressi ng our appreciation that the commttee has
been responsive to the concerns we've raised in
the earlier round and has recogni zed several of
the town's priorities.

We are particularly pleased that funding
wll be restored in the current year for our
Wat erstreet Streetscape project. Instead of

having to interrupt this project, we can now
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continue with the Streetscape project itself. But
also with the coordi nati on of several other
construction projects on Water Street. These
projects are of great inportance to us for several
reasons, including public safety, handi cap
accessibility, beautification, needed
infrastructure i nprovenents, potential to reduce
negati ve i npacts from prol onged construction, and
to produce significant econom c benefits for our
| ocal businesses, the town as well as the state.
We al so appreciate that the proposed TIP
for 2017-'25 includes many projects that are of
high priority for the town, including inprovenents
to Routes 114 and 136, which will also extend into
our nei ghboring town, Bristol, as well as the East
Bay bi ke path extension. Like the Water Street
project, these all have significant public safety
community revitalizati on and econom ¢ devel opnent
aspects. Unfortunately, the proposed TIP
essentially nmeans for the Town of Warren that many
of these projects, notw thstandi ng how significant
and needed they are, are once agai n being
post poned. And, in sone instances, actually
interrupted and suspended for several nore years.

In the case of Route 114 and 136, these
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proj ects thensel ves have al ready been del ayed for
10 to 15 years. They involve serious public

safety issues, not only but al so between

intersections -- not at only intersections but in
bet ween as well. Because of the roadway
conditions and al so because crunbling -- and in
sone i nstances, mssing sidewalks -- it's becone,

in sone stretches, inpassible. W have had the
great project on the bridge between Barrington and
Warren, and the downtown area has been done, but
we have a few small sections that have not been
conpleted, and it's very di scouragi ng.

In the case of the bike path extension, it
woul d bring an ongoing project to a halt,
j eopardi zi ng i nvestnents both the town and the
state has already nade in the planning and
prelimnary design. This project is inportant in
part because of its safe routes to school aspects,
but al so to enhance the benefits the East Bay bike
path brings in terns of visitors and public
health. In each case, the disruption and del ay
are contrary to prom ses repeatedly nade in the
past, but also contrary to the concept of cost
efficiency.

In the case of Route 136, Mt acom Avenue,
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it seens to ignore, if not waste, the effort and
expense i nvol ved in devel opi ng the 2012 corri dor
devel opnent plan, which was a joint effort by the
town and DOT. In the case of the bike path, it
proposes a new expensive feasibility study instead
of building on the not-yet-so-old plan prelimnary
design that was conpleted a few years ago. The
noney woul d be better spent on nore detail ed

engi neering and design that is still needed to

i mpl enent that plan.

The additional delay also interferes with
pl anni ng by the town which is relying on earlier
prom ses for its own infrastructure inprovenents,

i ncl udi ng pavenent, curbing and si dewal k projects,
and for inproving the town's business districts.
Much of this work needs to be coordinated with the
state and pl anni ng, design and construction
phases, which brings nme to ny | ast general conment
and plea. Please communi cate and coordinate with
us. We need nore and better communi cation, and
what you have been doing is good, but we need to
hel p you understand and -- we respect the state's
priorities, which focus on state roads and
bridges, and we ask that you work with us, wth

our priorities, and work with us to align both the
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priorities and the projects as nuch as possi bl e.

These infrastructure projects are key to
our econom c growth, including continued growh of
our manufacturing sector. Wth ne is Kate
M chaud, our town planner, who will provide
suppl enental information. She has al so conpiled a
packet of information and coments for each
project, which we are submtting as part of our
formal testinony. Thank you again for the
opportunity, and | appreci ate the coordi nated
effort that we wll have, |I'msure. Thank you.

CHAIl RWOVAN SHOCKET: Thank you very nuch.
The next person to address the TAC is Ellen
Waxman. Thank you.

M5. WAXMAN: Hello, I'"mcouncilor Ellen
Waxman fromthe Town of North Kingstown. | do not
have a fornmal statenment such as this gentl eman
did, but I'"mhere to go to bat for North
Ki ngst own, specifically the Wckford Junction
train station. | was so excited when the train
station was finally opened in 2012. |It's such a
fantastic transportation asset, and | really feel
like it's underutilized. | can't inmagine there's
anyone in this roomthat would disagree with ne.

The question is how can we | everage the W ckford
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Junction train station to work for us and to help
revitalize our econony and hel p i nprove access to
Rhode | sl and and Sout hern Rhode I sl and, and
specifically, I mght add, to the beaches in

Sout her n Rhode | sl and.

| have really thought that even though
it's a commuter rail, | think we really need to
| ook at Wckford Junction as a transportation
asset that should be used for non-business-rel at ed
commut es such as weekends to visit the beach in
Sout h County. And, also, to allow -- that would
be during the summertine -- but what about weekend
service during the rest of the year when we all
want to get out of Rhode |Island and catch a show
at -- you know, the synphony in Boston or go
shopping in Back Bay? | know |l don't like to get
all the expense of parking tickets on Newbury
Street when | go shoppi ng.

Wien | used to live in Boston, it was --
you know, you just have to add $50 on to your day
for parking or parking tickets. So now that |I'm
l'iving out here, | do m ss shopping in Boston, but
| would like to hop the train and go shoppi ng and
catch a show and neet friends for dinner. So the

attitude that the commuter rail is just for

27
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commuting to and fromwork, | feel that that's
really shortsighted, and | hear it over and over
again. You know, "The ridership is down," and,
"Only a snall percentage of what the comrmuter
nunbers are will be refl ected on weekends," and |
don't really buy that. | think our weekend
ridership could even exceed our weekday commut er
ri dership.

| really want to just elevate this issue
when the STIP docunent cane out, | admt, | didn't

sit down and read the whole thing cover to cover,
but | did do a search for Wckford and North
Kingstown, and I"'mquite famliar with the content
in that area. Specifically, on page 32 of the
STIP draft, | was really excited -- well, I'm
sorry; I'll start with 309 -- | was really -- it's
a funding table. And | was really excited to see
I D 7109 when it said "Sumer Service Description,"”
and for a nmonment ny heart leapt and | said, "Oh,
this is it."

And | see that there's | anguage in there
that it says: "This line iteminvolves a startup
operations and further developnent of limted
seasonal bus rail ferry services connecting major

tourist attractions and recreational facilities
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al ong Narragansett Bay. |It's anticipated that the
initial service in FY'16 wll be limted to
weekends during the sumrer season at sel ect
|l ocations.” | amthinking surely this has to nean

W ckford Junction. "And dependi ng upon usage and
demand coul d be expanded with additional |ocations
and operations in subsequent years."

And | was just really happy to see that,
and | anguage simlar to that shows up on page 32
and al so 308. But after conversations with staff
fromR DOT -- who | have to say have been very,
very nice in openly conmmuni cati ng, and whenever |
call or e-mail to kind of gently check-in to see
how weekend train service is com ng al ong for
W ckford, they're always very nice and very
informative to keep ne i nformed on the status of
things. But | have to say | was really
di sappointed to find out that I D709 (sic), Sunmer
Service Description, is not at all tal king about
weekend service to Wckford, but it tal ks about
seasonal bus rail ferry services connecting major
tourist attractions.

And, specifically, | understand that it is
going to be a ferry connecting Providence to

Newport, and, unfortunately, weekend service to
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W ckford Junction is now postponed agai n.

W ckford Juncti on opened four years ago. | feel
that it's an underutilized asset. | would like to
request you all to please consider initiating
weekend train service, this right here in FY 16,
and | have specific | anguage changes for these
areas that | would like to submt to the chair.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Yes.

M5. WAXMAN: Thank you very nmuch for your
time.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET: The next person to
speak i s Kate M chaud.

MS. MCHAUD: M nane is Kate M chaud
(Mi-c-h-a-u-d). I'mthe town planer for the Town
of Warren. Thank you, Madam Chair, and nmenbers of
the TAC. First off, I would |Iike to thank
everyone for including the projects in Warren in
the TIP list. Every project inthe list is
critical to the Town of Warren, and we are
t hankful that we've been included in the process.
The second, I'ma little unusual because | am a
pl anner who is present tonight in support of |ess
pl anni ng and nore doi ng.

In the Town of Warren, we have three maj or

areas of concern with the current '17 through '25
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TIP. The first itemthat I'd like to address are
saf e and accessi ble streets and sidewal ks. The
specific projects that I1'd |ike to speak about
deal with Main Street which is Route 114. The
first project is TIP I D Nunber 5269. Just for a
little background, Route 114 in Warren is an urban
principle arterial roadway with 16 to 19, 000
average daily trips.

Project 5269 is the northern section of
Main Street, which is the Warren Bridge to Park

Street, and it's programed for year 2023 and

2024. I'"d like to note that this area is wthin
the environnental justice SPGtract. It is also
wthin the Carl ess Househol d SPG Tract. It is an

area wth a high volune of pedestrian traffic,
i ncl udi ng churches, the | arge American Touri ster
Redevel opnent Project; the Corliss Institute,
whi ch provides services for those wth
disabilities, specifically those with hearing
i mpairnents; a high residential density; and
mul ti ple R PTA bus st ops.

The sidewal ks within this area are
i npassi ble in places, and crosswal ks and
i ntersections do not have handi cap accessi bl e

ranps. So | would recommend and request that this
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project is noved up in priority on the '17 through
'25 TIP. The second project on Route 114 is ID
Nunber 1300. This is the southern section of Min
Street, which would be Dyer Street to the Bristol
town line. This is included in your TIP report as
part of a Bristol pavenent managenent program for
the year 2020 and Dyer Street to the Bristol Town
line. This is included in your TIP report as part
of a Bristol Pavenent Managenent Program for the
year 2020.

This portion of roadway has been in design
and planning for nore than a decade. The roadway
was re-paved several years ago, and the sidewal ks
were not conpleted wth the prom se that DOT woul d
return and conpl ete the sidewal ks. And, now, this
is not scheduled to be conpleted until 2020.

Again, this is an area with inpassible and m ssing
sidewal ks. There's a high traffic volunme, and
it's unsafe for people to with walk within the
roadway. The majority of segnents of this area of
si dewal ks are not accessible for the disabled, and
it is an area with a high percentage of elderly
persons and people with disabilities. There are
multiple trip hazards, and, again, it's an area

that's highly used by R PTA bus users.
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The third project that 1'd |ike to discuss
is the bi ke path extension, which is TIP I D Nunber
5271. This project was first submtted to DOT by
the Town of Warren in 1983. The feasibility study
for the project was conpleted in 1997, and the
first segnent was constructed in -- finished
construction in July of 2009. This project wll
connect the Kickenuit M ddl e School and Hugh Col e
School to the npost densely popul ated areas of
town, and further the goals of safe routes to
school .

It would connect Eastern Warren to the
East Bay bi ke path, and it would al so create
potential connections to bike paths in
Massachusetts as part of the overall plan for the
Provi dence to Provincetown Bi ke Path. It would
di vert bicycle traffic off of Child Street and
Route 103, which is not suitable for bicycle
traffic. Just last nonth, a study was conpl eted
by students at Roger WIllianms University, and they
assessed feasibility of certain aspects of the
plan, and nowis the tine to act and to nove
forward on inplenentation. So, again, we would
ask that this project is noved fromthe program

year 2022 two to a nore current year.
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The last thing that I'd Ii ke to speak
about it I D Nunmber 1409, which is Metacom Avenue,
Mar ket Street. The programyear is 2023 and 2024.
Again, this is an urban principle arterial roadway
w th approxi mately 24,000 average daily trips.
This area was identified by statew de planning in
2003 as an area in need of inprovenment. A
corridor plan was conmpleted in 2012 through the
st at ew de pl anni ng chal |l enge grant program |In
the plan, a high nunber of points of conflict were
identified and a nunber of renedi ati on acti ons
were recommended. One of the vital parts of this
project is to create handi cap accessibility and to
fill in the areas wth no sidewal ks that exi st
t oday.

So, in conclusion, | would |like to say
that we're here to be partners with you. The Town
of Warren | ooks forward to working with DOT and to
working with all state agencies in an effort to
get these projects done as quickly and
expedi tiously as possible, and we are here to help
and to share any information that we may have so
t hat we cannot duplicate effort and we can nove
forward with getting these projects construct ed.

| have packet for the TAC nenbers. Thank you.

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters. com




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o 00 M W N Rk O

FFY 2017-2025 STIP & FFY 2013-2016 STIP - My 26, 2016

MR. RHODES: Thank you very nuch, Kate.

CHAI RAMOVAN SHOCKET: Peter Roberts?

MR, ROBERTS: M nane is Peter Roberts. |
live at 80 Ornerod Avenue in the Town of
Portsmouth. | was at the town hall neeting | ast
-- | nmean, Monday night, and they nentioned this
was going on. It's ny first tinme here. But at
the town hall neeting one tine, we had
representatives conme in and explain things. They
did tal k about the intersection that | conme out of

on Park Avenue onto East Main Road, they're going

to change the intersection, and there was

absolutely no reason to change it.

As you cone up to it, there's a right-hand

turn that takes you down the hill. You don't have

to go through the light. Wen you cone out of

there, the only people that stop at that |ight are

t he peopl e going south down East Main Road. |If
you want to go north, there's an exit that goes
out; you do not use the light. And they were
going to change it all. There is no problemwt
that intersection. They said that there was a |
of speeding there and tickets and acci dents.
After | got down and sat down, the police chief

Portsnouth got up and said, "No, there are no

h

ot

i n
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accidents. There is no speeding, and there is no
problemwith this intersection,” but they want to
change it.

So what | ask is: Wiy don't we fix East
Mai n Road and West Main Road and | eave everyt hing
el se al one? There was anot her problem here. Wen
you go on Chase Lane, which goes to the post
office and stuff, they want to dead-end it right
there so you can't use it. Wen you cone up this
hill, you can turn down that road and go right to
the post office. There's a nedical facility
there. There's a few law offices, and it makes it
a lot easier to go to the post office, but they
want to stop it. Wat they said is because the
runoff that conmes off that street goes down the
hill.

| got up, and | pointed it out to them
The runoff cannot cone off that street. It is
hi gher than the intersection. And |I went over
there wwth laser lights and neasured it. Fromthe
side of Chase lane, it is 3 inches higher, so
wat er cannot go off the edge. So the people who
said they did this study did not do the study,
because they were wong. That water won't run

down the hill, and that is very inportant to
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peopl e who want to go to the post office.
QG herwi se, you've got to go out, wait for the
i ght or anything else; you go down and turn in
another road to go to the post office.

This is inconvenient. 1'm 68 years ol d,
and | have never had a problemat this
I ntersection, never once. There's no reason to
change it, and they want to nake it so it's one
road going in and one road conmi ng out, and we have
t hese extra entrances that save a lot of tinme. It
doesn't need to be done. Another thing, they're
going to put a rotary in where the turnpi ke cones
into East Main Road, which | pointed out at that
nmeeting. | sat there in the lawn chair and fil ned
it -- and filmed in a one-hour period, twelve
people ran that red |ight because when the |ight
is changing, they hurried up through it, okay.
And if you are going to run through a red light --
at rotaries, there's own a caution sign or a yield
sign. Nobody is going to stop. That is very
danger ous.

Anot her thing, as you go up this hill,
Quaker Hill it's called, there's an assi sted
living place at the bottomof the hill. They just

put a crosswalk in there, but what they need is a

37

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters. com




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o 00 M W N Rk O

FFY 2017-2025 STIP & FFY 2013-2016 STIP - My 26, 2016

38

I ight for handi cap people to be able to go across
in their wheelchairs or walkers. And | said the
same thing. About halfway up the hill, there's
anot her assisted living place. They have no way
to cross that road, and they need a light. At the
top of the hill, right at town hall, there's

anot her assisted living house in the A d Anthony
School that people have trouble getting across
there to get across the street and everything. |
asked about a light there.

When | went out in the hall to talk to the
person who presented this at the thing, he said it
woul d be a waste of tinme to put it there because
nobody would notice the red light. So,
personally, | said to him "Are you a nbron?
Because, yes, they will." And the problemthat
it's not there is because nobody has ever put it
there. These people get off the bus on the far
side of the road when they're com ng back, and
they can't get across the road. They start out on
t he road, and people don't stop. They need a
light there. These things need to be done, and
our town council did address this at the neeting
on Monday about -- they have asked that nothi ng be

done until all the roads are fi xed.
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Now, | have a pickup truck. M wfe has a
van. One of ny daughter has a Ford Taurus, the
ot her one has a Mercury Sable. Everyone of these
vehicles, two tines now, have had struts put in,
tie-rod ends and ball joints and everything el se
because when you're driving down these roads, you
are going down in these holes. Yes, they fill the

holes. Wthin three nonths, that stuff is com ng
back out of the holes. By the tine the season
ends, you have holes this deep, and what happens a
| ot too when you're going down the road, people
wll swerve out because they know there's a hole,
and they cut people off. This is very dangerous.
East Main Road and West Main Road are a
di saster, and they need to be fixed before anybody
goes in and puts rotaries in and changes
i ntersections because there's no sense to that.
And | did bring up at the neeting, and |I' m not
hiding this, that the only reason they' re doing
this is because sonebody wants to sign that and
say, "I designed that."” 1It's not needed. Let's
fix the roads. MNow, we know the way the roads
are; it's not your fault. |It's because our
gover nment spent the noney on other things and

woul dn't spend on it what they shoul d have. But

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters. com




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o 00 M W N Rk O

FFY 2017-2025 STIP & FFY 2013-2016 STIP - My 26, 2016

40

we really need to concentrate on getting the
safety part of this done and especially anywhere
where they need a crosswalk. |Is that five

m nut es?

CHAl RAMOVAN SHOCKET:  Yes.

MR. ROBERTS: Al right. Thank you very
much. | can cone back up in alittle while;
right?

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Yes, at the end of
t he comment period for the individuals, you can
cone back.

MR. ROBERTS: Thank you.

CHAI RAMOVAN SHOCKET:  Janes Leffers.

MR. LEFFERS: Janes Leffers
(L-e-f-f-e-r-s). I'mhere in ny capacity as a
vol unt eer nenber for the Town of Warren Pl anni ng
Board. | specifically want to tal k about one
el enent that M. DePasquale and Ms. M chaud
menti oned, which is the building of the bridge
across the Kickemuit River for the Warren bike
path. So, historically, there's a three-quarter
mle section of bike path that's east to west. It
begins at a | ocal road called Long Lane, which is
rural, and it ends at the Kickenmuit River in town.

Qur town geographically is basically
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di vided by the Kickemuit R ver and waterways north
of that and wetl ands north of that. So there's
one nmai n east/west road that traffic goes on to
link East Warren with West Warren, and that's
Child Street, a state road. So, |I'man avid
bicyclist, and I want to bicycle fromny hone into
-- connecting up to the East Bay bi ke path, | have
to travel down Child Street. The road narker on
Child Street, the white |line marker that woul d be
on your right side when you're travelling either
direction, has about 6 inches to the curb either
way .

So it's a high-risk way to travel, but
it's the only way to travel. So it's been a plan
of the town to build a bridge across the Kickenuit
Ri ver, specifically the bi ke path pedestri an
conbi ned use path that would then |ink up the
Warren bi ke path to the East Bay bi ke path, and
the critical elenment of that is the building of
the bridge. Not only does it enhance the
bi cyclists that want to have a safe route from
east to west and west to east, but it al so, as has
been nmenti oned, provides a safe route to school
It also -- there's a senior center and a housi ng

devel opnent for the elderly on the western side of
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the Kickemuit River.

It would terrifically enhance the ability
of those folks to have a safe off-road pedestrian
way of traveling; or if they're bikers, as well,
to use that. Fromthat point, it would be
east bound. There's another elenent that then has
to link that particular location to the East Bay
bi ke path, but the critical elenent, as has been
mentioned, is this building of this bridge. So ny
request would be -- that has a TIP target date of
2022, and if there's any ability to nove that up
to an earlier inplenentation and buil d-out date,

t hat woul d be wonderful for our town. Thank you
very much

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Thank you. Peter
Br assar d.

MR. BRASSARD: Thank you, Madam Chair. My
name is Peter Brassard. |[|'ma nenber of the Rhode
| sl and Associ ation of Railroad Passengers. | want
to commend the TAC for including and prioritizing
t he Pawt ucket/Central Falls train station. G ven
that the lead tine for train station devel opnent
is often 10 to 15 years, | ask the TAC to i ncl ude
an allocation for a prelimnary study for other

infill train stations as station | ocati ons. Al so,
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due to the tinme involved wth devel opi ng and

i mplenenting train stations, | suggest that the
TAC include nmultiple train station proposals
concurrently.

Beyond the cost of the train station
during the design of construction period, once
they're built, an infill station has m nimal added
cost to the state, since trains are already
passi ng by on schedul ed tinetabl e where they can
stop at these new stations. Possible station
| ocati ons could be Cranston, O neyville and East
Greenwi ch, although there would be others which
are within wal kabl e urban or town center
| ocations. These three stations would help
devel op | ocal and al so state econom es and, you
know, really help to develop the system which is
still kind of inits infancy as far as conputer
rail and train service.

Pl ease consi der addi ng these or another
groupi ng of urban infill train stations wth the
TIP. | appreciate you hearing nme and thank you.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: Bonni e Ni ckerson?

M5. NICKERSON: My nane is Bonnie
Ni ckerson. [|I'mthe planning director for the Cty

of Provi dence. W've submtted a formal letter
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from Mayor Elorza, and | just wanted to highlight
a few of the comments that we'd |ike to offer on
behal f of the Cty of Providence. First is the
Dudl ey Street connector. This is a project that
the City of Providence is requesting be put on
hold and further discussion take place between
RI DOT, the Cty of Providence, and RIPTA to
determ ne how this project can better advance the
downt own enhanced bus corridor that we heard a bit
about from RI PTA tonight, and to see if there's an
opportunity to reduce the $3 mllion budget in
order to allocate funding to one of the other
hi gher priority projects that the city has
request ed.

The second project I want to nention is
the All ens Avenue arterial traffic signal
i nprovenments. This was a low priority for the
City of Providence, but it has been allocated in
years 2019 to 2020. So the city is requesting
that we put this project on hold and that $3.2
mllion of funding for the project be allocated
for a higher priority project that's been
identified by the city. The next project | want
to highlight is a new project that we submtted

called Gty Wwalk. Gty Wlk is areally
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interesting project that includes streetscape
enhancenents t hroughout the city linking India
Point Park to Roger WIIianms Park.

It did receive funding in the STIP for
$1.8 miIlion for the years 2017 to 2018, which is
fantastic. | want to highlight that there's an
El mwod Avenue and Broad Street Bridge Repl acenent
Project that includes those two bridges near Roger
WIllians Park. So our request is that the
all ocation for that bridge replacenent project
i ncl ude i nprovenents to nake those bridges nore
safe and attractive for pedestrians and bicyclists
to enhance the Gty Wal k project that has a
separate allocation in the TIP.

The next project was a project we
submtted called the Downt own Over pass Enhancenent
Proj ect that was not allocated funding through the
TIP. However, RIDOT has indicated that many of
the elenments that we included in that project wll
be covered in a different bridge project that they
have identified $11.5 million of funding in the
years 2018 to 2020.

So our request tonight is that the
el enents of that overpass project that we

submtted be included in that scope of work again
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for that bridgework that is going to be funded.
And we'd like to start those conversations with
RI DOT as soon as possible to start to generate
i deas of how to nake those overpasses over 95,
agai n, safer and nore attractive for both
pedestrians and bicyclists. So those are the
over passes that cover 95 through the downt own.

The Exchange Street Si dewal k W deni ng
Project is a very inportant project for the city.
It's been allocated $3.13 nmillion in the years
2021 to 2023, and we're requesting that this be
noved up to an earlier date. This project is
really critically inportant because it connects
t he pl anned Providence inter-nodal hub at
Provi dence Station with Kennedy Plaza. That is
t he key pedestrian quarter |linking the two. So
t hose i nprovenents really need to be aligned with
the timng for the inplenentation of the
Provi dence i nter-nodal hub which RIDOT is planning
to advance nuch earlier than the date of these
i mprovenents.

Next, 1'd like to highlight the
Woonasquat ucket G eenway Quarter Enhancenent.
There has been funding allocated to this project,

but we'd like to nove it up earlier than the
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schedul ed 2021 to 2025. There's lots of other
critically inportant projects to the Cty of

Provi dence, but I'mrunning out of tine. So I
prom sed ny col |l eagues at DPWthat | would
specifically highlight eight bridges that are in
critical condition and that we believe are going
to see further |load restrictions prior to the

pl anned reconstruction date. So | just wanted to
qui ckly go over which bridges those are.

The Mant on over the Wonasquatucket. The
Hawki ns Street Bridge over the Wst River.
Exchange Street Bridge over the Wonnasquat ucket.
Ons Street Bridge over the Railroad. Park Street
over the Wonasquat ucket. West River Street
Bri dge over the Wst River. The Veazie Street
Bri dge over the West River and Del aney Street
Bri dge over the Wonasquatucket River.

Thanks very nmuch for your cooperation, and
we really appreciate the opportunity to provide
these comments. Thank you for your partnership to
improve the City of Providence. W appreciate it.
Thank you.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Thank you. Justin
Boyan.

MR. BOYAN. My nane is Justin Boyan

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters. com




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o 00 M W N Rk O

FFY 2017-2025 STIP & FFY 2013-2016 STIP - My 26, 2016

48

(B-o-y-a-n). I'mjust going to speak briefly in
support of bike infrastructure. Wat brought ne
here was just skimmng the |lengthy TIP and
observing that anything related to Provi dence

bi cycle infrastructure is sort of deferred until
2023. And as the parent of two daughters who bi ke
to school in Providence, that concerns ne because
their route is not super safe. | also bike from
t he East Side to downtown and back. Well, if
you've tried to bi ke around here, you've probably
noticed it's not super safe for us.

So Il'd like to encourage earlier funding
for bike infrastructure that isn't strictly
recreational, but is nore an actual transportation
alternative for people who are getting hone to
work or from-- you know, to do shopping or to get
to school. | just want to briefly rhapsodi ze
about the seven nonths | spent in the Netherl ands
in 2011, which if any of you have been there --
well, 1f you haven't, you should go and just see
what a difference it nakes in a culture when the
society is set up so that biking is actually safe.
It's a whole different way of thinking when, you
know, people are doing their grocery shoppi ng by

bi ke, and everybody is taking their kids to school
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by bi ke.

It's, you know, a way of designing
transportati on where there's a separate place for
the bikes to go that's protected fromthe cars.
It's nore |ike a an extension of the sidewal k than
an extension of the road, and it's not only in
Ansterdam it's throughout the snaller towns in
t he Net herl ands and now across Northern Europe.
So, | feel like they're 20 or 30 years ahead of
us, but if we sort of put our mnd to trying to
replicate, really, the higher standard of |iving
that they have in those places -- because they're
able to get fromplace to place, you know, w thout
usi ng gas and wi thout polluting and w t hout
traffic -- that it wll mke Rhode Island a nuch
better place to live. Thank you.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Thank you. Brian
Bi shop.

MR. BI SHOP: Thanks. 1'm going to speak
nostly to the anmendnents, since they seemto be
noving at relatively great neck speed. In these
publ i c hearings, obviously, if you're going to
make a recommendation tonight, | really al nost --
you know, a |l ast gasp, while | never really expect

to have nmuch effect on the outcone, at | east,
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think, | should speak to themat this point. 1In
particular, |I'mconcerned about - while it's been
-- | appreciate the explanation that there's been
a change in asset managenent phil osophy and
approach that requires sone of these anendments,
can't possibly see the probity in placing $200
mllion for the 6/10 connect project, which the
design is not conplete. And DOT has said the
design really needs to cone back to Rhode I sl and.
It's rushing forward for other, | think,
absurd reasons to get federal grants and so forth,
so that we have the cart conpletely before the
horse with this project. And | understand the
frustration. There was soneone here who said
we' ve a project on the books for 10 or 15 years
toni ght, and, of course, | know that people in DOT
know t hat that project has been on the books for
thirty years, some-odd. | nean, | don't celebrate
that, and | don't think that it sat there because
there are a bunch of people here, you know,
protesting the nature of what the 6/10 connector
was. It has given us an at opportunity to
re-examne that, and | don't celebrate the tine it
t ook.

If that had been rebuilt 20 years ago, we
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woul dn't be tal king about it. W are. | didn't
try to obstruct that 20 years ago. | have
absol utely nothing against cars, but | do think
good i deas have been brought forward, and | am
concerned two-fold. One is, there's tal k about
actually issuing the bonds this fall for a couple
of hundred mllion dollars on a project, and we
don't even have a project yet. | nean, |ast |
knew, that would be effectively a re-l1ook at how
we go about bonding in Rhode Island. And I
t hought that revenue and DOA would -- naybe you' ve
al ready had coomments on that. | haven't been to
every neeting, so | can't say. It's very
concer ni ng.

| nmean that funding nmay bel ong in out
years. It may even belong with sone nore directed
noney, you know, in those out years that are
fiscally constrained, i.e. the nearer portion of
the TIP you're hearing, but | cannot see putting
themin there. And having themin those others,
personally, | can't see how this has anything to
do with a grant application on the project. And,
additionally, it wasn't nentioned. It's a much
smal l er ampbunt. Only 30 sone-odd mllion is also

in this TIP anendnent for the toll gantries com ng
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fromthe GARVEE bonds again. And, you know, |
concede that the | egislatures, you know, did pass
sone | egi sl ation.

Last | knew, it was DOI's opinion that the

nost -- and this is a clairvoyant nonent -- the
nost practical thing to do would be to put up the
gantry that we already own and |let sone litigation
happen in order to see if this is the route down
which we want to go. And | actually think these
two comments are very closely |inked because

al t hough the GARVEE bonds are not toll noney, and
noney is fungible, the cost of the proposed i deas
for renovating the 6/ 10 or rebuilding the 6/10
were really driving the idea that the extra in a
di fferent approach to funding, including the
tolling, was necessary.

So, | think where the 6/ 10 connector, a
full rebuild was used as a reason to approach
fundi ng that way, and where we're not even sure at
this point of the constitutionality of that
funding, it's inappropriate for those itens to be
GARVEE bonded at this point, especially in the
2016 anendnent. Now, if sonebody -- if sone great
fiscal wzards have said, you know, interest rates

are going up, | think it's relatively marginal.
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It means we'd be paying for the noney while we're
not using it, and forgive ny cynicismfor thinking
t hat havi ng that anount of noney sitting around
when it's not ready to be spent is not a really
good i dea.

And this actually relates, wth all due
respect to folks who think that Wckford coul d be,

you know, the second com ng of transportation or

sonet hi ng, you know, | cannot | ook at the Wckford
train station as an asset. | look at it as an
enbarrassnment. It's evidence of what happens when

we spend on infrastructure instead of it service.
And the -- | was not here to try and lie in front
of those bul |l dozers, so, you know, |I'mas nuch to
bl ane as anyone el se that we own an expensive
train station to which relatively few trains and
rel atively few custoners go.

| bring this up because, at | east
semantically, that appears to be on page 87 of the
TI P amendnents what we're doing with the so-call ed
Travel Center, which is being put forward as a
transit hub. Huh, who knew? Now, | amnot a big
transit advocate, but, you know, | have to say
that -- you know, | feel that when projects are

i nproperly prem sed or when they sonehow are said
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to be -- aml| tine out?

CHAI RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Yes.

THE W TNESS: Ch, okay. That's fine.
"1l be back.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Grant Dul gari an.

MR. DULGARI AN: Grant Dul gari an
(D-u-l-g-a-r-i-a-n). A fewthings: One, the 6/10
connector. $800 mllion for a 6/10 connector is
amazing to ne. And before we even think about

spendi ng any of that nobney, we need to really sit

down and try to determ ne what nakes sense. |'ma
data-driven individual. 1'd like to see sone
data. | renenber, as a kid grow ng up, there was

no connection, and there was no nassive traffic
jamthat there exists now on 6/ 10 as you're
approaching 95, whether it's north, south. |If you
want to get off the Convention Center exit, it's
anmazing. And it's amazing throughout the day.
It's not, like, isolated norning or afternoon.

No, it's continuously slow. | don't know if we
have data from before we built this, but it would
be -- | perhaps m ght be instructive to | ook and
see what's going on -- what went on then as
opposed to what's go on now.

| say that because a few years ago, we
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repl aced the Uni on Avenue Bridge that overpasses
Route 10. And it didn't seemlike it was that big
a deal in ternms of traffic volune before they
replaced it. And, so, they replaced it by
actually shutting it down for the better part of
two years, and it had on/off ranps going both
north and south, and replaced the bridge. The
bridge is now back, and the traffic that uses that
is amazing. |'msaying, "Ww where did all this
traffic cone from and where were they before?”

So | figure you have the data on that, and
| would be very interested in know ng what the
data was before the bridge replacenent and what
the data was during replacenent and the
surroundi ng on and off ranps and what the data is
now. That mght informus as to what we ought to
be | ooki ng at and thi nki ng about when it cones to
the 6/10 connector. | say that because it's right
next door. So, that's nunber one. Nunber two,
when we were tal ki ng about spending $100 nillion
for a 1.6 mle rail line, | could not believe
anybody thought that was a bright idea.

Anyone who thought that was a bright idea
to me, you know, | couldn't trust anynore. |

remenber reading in the Boston G obe or the Wl
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Street Journal sone -- for a distance of a |ot
nore mles and a lot | ess cost were doing a rail
line, and | am saying, "Wiy is this costing so
much for such a short anpbunt of distance?" Well,
that's gone away because not enough fol ks bought
into that, thankfully. W wonder why Rhode | sl and
iIs in econom c doldrums Is because we spend noney
on stuff we shouldn't be spendi ng on.

Wien we were tal king about 195, and we
coul d have added a lane in each direction in the
sane |location for a fraction of the anmount of
relocating it in a new location, but which did we
pi ck? W picked the relocation and it cost even
nore than they said it was going to cost at the
publ i c hearings when they were first discussing
it. But the answer was, "Oh, it's going to uncap
| and for the devel opnent. "That's good." People
are going to be waiting in line to develop this
land it's so valuable, so inportant, and so it's
worth all this extra anount of noney. Well, what
happened? We did it. W spent it, and nobody
waited in line. Now we're giving tax incentives
for people to go there. Very distressing.

So we're now down to 17 mllion for an

enhanced bus, whatever we're tal king about, and
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according to what | heard tonight we're tal ki ng
about running six different bus lines in and out
of this extendi ng whatever. M thought is this,
two thoughts: One, the Route 6, which is the
Roger WIlians Park or Avenue, Rhode Isl and
Hospital and the Route 49, which is the Canp
Street. Marry those two together; have it run the
route that we're tal king about; do a | ot of
pronotion, and see what kind of ridership we get
bef ore we invest any noney in doing all these in
t he ground i nvestnents because we need sone data.
We need to know what's going on before we spend
mllions and mllions of dollars. |'ll be back
Thank you.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Thank you. Are there
any registered speakers who would |i ke to nmake
suppl enental conmment s?

MR. RHODES: M. Roberts, | think you were
first, if there's anything else you' d |like to say?

MR. ROBERTS: Peter Roberts, again. 80
Orer od Avenue, Portsnouth, Rhode Island. | want
to begin where | ended off tal king about ny
vehicles. On ny van, the rins cost $500 api ece.
Two had to be replaced both on the right-hand side

of the car because of the bunps. | believe the
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state only gives you $350. M van cost $2,600 to
have everything repaired, and | did not get the
rinms that were on it before. | went to a junkyard

and got old ones. The Sable was around $1, 700 and
t he Taurus was around $1,500. That's what it cost
to keep these cars going, and this is the second
time two of the cars had to be done in eight years
because of the roads.

Anot her thing, Turnpi ke Avenue, which goes
to the M. Hope Bridge, was resurfaced. | went
down that road and fil ned the whol e road when they
said they were going to do that. There was not
one pothole on that road, not one. There were
cracks in the road that they had filled wth the
tar. They resurfaced that road. R ght at the end
of that road is Sprague Street that goes across to
East Main Road, and it's |li ke a washboard goi ng
across there. | nean, terrible. |It's a state
road. They never did a thing toit, and it's not
that long. But they resurfaced a road that had
nothing wong with it, and East Main and West Main
Road have nore pothol es than you can i nmagi ne, and
they fixed a road that had nothing wong it.

If you go down by Boyd's Lane and head

south on East Main Road 'til you get to Turnpike,
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t hey changed the | anes on that road. You can
still see the old lines in it. They never
resurfaced that road. Wen you get to the end of
Bristol Ferry Road and turn right onto West Main
Road, they changes the lines in that. As you
drive down that, you can still see sone of the old
lines, and you can see the little squares in the
road where the reflectors used to be. They never
recovered that, but, yet, they did Turnpike
Avenue.

Then | found out there's a few people
i nvol ved with governnent that |live on that road,
and believe ne, | believe that kind of thing
happens in Rhode Island. And as far as bridges
go, they're putting tolls on trucks. |If you go to
bri dges during the rush hours in the norning and
t he eveni ng, the anpbunt of cars that's on those
bridges, the trucks don't even cone close to them
don't cone close. That weight is far nore than
any trucks on the bridge. The weight of the
trucks are not hurting those bridges.

If you | ook at everything, especially what
t hey show you on TV, or go to the old Sakonnet
River Bridge, it's all because of the rust and the

age. It had nothing to do with the wei ght.
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They're going after tolls, they want tolls,
because the state keeps spendi ng noney on the
wong things, and it even goes with the lottery.
They don't spend it on schools, they spend it on
other things. W need to get everything

strai ghtened out here and get it done right
because when they first built the M. Hope Bridge
-- excuse ne, the Pell Bridge, Newport Bridge,
every year they went al ong underneath of that and
sandbl asted it and painted it. There was never
going to be any trouble when they did it this way.
Then, all of a sudden, they quit doing that, and
the rust builds up under the paint. You don't see
it.

Every now and then, you'll see a section
fall that's three feet | ong or something because
the rust has let it go. That's the problemwth
them they haven't kept the maintenance up. And,
on the news, you'll see the pictures of the
di fferent overpasses and stuff. The stuff that's
falling off is the old concrete because it's so
old. It's on the handrails and everything el se.
It's not because of the weight; it's because it is
not being taken care of. So we don't need the

tolls. W need to just start taking care of
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things. And | honestly believe, you toll the
trucks, the next that's comng is the cars,
because | was involved in "no tolls" on the
Sakonnet Ri ver Bridge.

That was one of the biggest jokes in the
world, too, all right. And you go on the Tiverton
side, and you were down under the bridge. Every
sidewal k is brand new. Every street was redone.
You go on the Portsnouth side, none of them were
done. The overpass you go over that Anthony Road
road goes under, you can watch the rain comn ng
through it in the wet weather, which nmeans ever
since they did this, and they never repaired that,
that neans in the wntertine that noisture gets in
there, and it's cracking nore and nore. But, yet,
they did everything on the other side of the
river. They didn't do anything on the Portsnouth
si de.

Here they are comng in and wanting to put
rotari es and change intersections instead of
fixing the roads. Let's get the roads fixed
before you think about anything el se because it's
tearing our autonobiles up and causing | ots of
problens. |'ma disabled veteran. | cannot

afford having four cars that |I've got to pay for

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters. com




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o 00 M W N Rk O

FFY 2017-2025 STIP & FFY 2013-2016 STIP - My 26, 2016

62

to fix and have ny kids in school. | need the
roads fixed so we can rely on our vehicles and not
worry about accidents. M wife is driving on East
Mai n Road right near Stub Toe Lane, and the
tie-rod cone off on the car. That scared her to
death. Now, she did hang onto the steering wheel
and was able to stop, but if you ever think about
-- okay, but you | ose your steering, think about
that, and there's only one reason it happened,
because of the pothol es.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Thank you. Any ot her
regi stered speakers who w sh to nmake suppl enent al
comments? Brian Bi shop.

MR. BI SHOP: Ckay. That always rem nds ne
of blazing saddles. So we left off at the wel conme
center which is now a transit hub, and | don't
know t hat that designation has really changed
much, what anybody thinks it wll cost, but | just
want to point out at a tine when we're noving the
conmut er bus parking over to Wckford, you know,
just to -- so there's a few people there at the
train station taking the buses -- that we have a
commuter parking lot in Westerly, it's already
paid for, you know, and what | don't see and --

well, | say Westerly; that's really Ashaway.
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In meeting with the people in Ashaway who
ki nd of wonder how anybody got the idea that they
all thought this was a good idea, apparently,
sonebody sent a letter along with the TI GER grant
that it was, but they're not really clear on how
t hat happened, and they're a little confused
because, of course, they thought the transit hub
meant they were going to get a |lot nore transit.
So they thought that was an upside to this. |
mean, where's the service that goes with that? |
mean, is there sonmething that -- and | am not
begging for that, but |I'm saying, "Look, does that
mean you're going to run buses up out of Westerly
to the thing, or does it really nean you're just
going to take the relatively paltry, you know,
nodestly effective commuter rail parking service
that we already have, and the parking lot is
already paid for, and stick it in a highway pl aza
and call it a transit hub?

When the priorities at Westerly, you know,
whi ch again, | think, are fadingly far off, but I
woul d say transit-wi se are how to i nprove on the
results on commuter rail and for thenselves to be
reached in that way. And, so, | think it -- you

know, what possible interest there could have been
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semantically in putting this under transit capital
spending, | can't inmagine when we're tal king --

|l ook, it's a welcone center. The people who are
wel com ng are not the commuters com ng hone.

Maybe we're being nice to them naybe we're gl ad
they're there; but, you know, it's supposed to be
a wel cone center to enter the state.

Il mean, | don't do that as a transit
project. | don't think people are going to drive
from New York City to park there to get on a bus
to go to Providence. And, another thing that |
have a problemw thin this designation aside from
the fact that | think there's really not --
there's not the support for the scal e of endeavor
there. It appears, in a sense, to pay for it and
to make the thing operate, that the state wants
to, you know, wants to kind of conpete with truck
stops and gas stations and food in South County to
make this into sonething. | don't think anybody
thinks it's a bad idea to have a npdest wel com ng
center. |It's certainly not necessary.

Everybody is running around with their

i Phones these days. |It's not necessary to have it
to, like, pass out little tourist panphlets, but
it could still be a piece of the gateway to the
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state. But, as you can see, it conpetes wth
private businesses ranging fromright where | |ive
at Exit 5, right on down to the state |line, and of
course, it will be a tax-free facility. So I
think the idea of kind of making -- this idea has
gotten grander than it ought to.

And then to top matters off, | think it's
not a semantic that the line itemfor the state's
share cones out of the Bridge and H ghway
Mai nt enance Fund. How is building a wel cone
center part of bridge and hi ghway mai ntenance? |
mean, this is why we're having the argunent about
how to fund our roads because any tine that
sonet hi ng conmes al ong that sonebody wants to do,

t hey take the noney fromfixing the roads, and
they put it towards, you know, sone spl ashy
pr oj ect .

So, finally, I have sone serious actual

and semantical problens with the way a nunber of

t hese projects have been presented. And, finally,

what | would like to say is, you know, |I'm not at
all here in nany senses as a loud critic. |'mnot
here as a critic of highways or cars. | |ove

hi ghways and cars, and as nuch as | think the 6/10

could be different, I'mnot here saying, "Oh,
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let's rip 95 out of Providence because it doesn't
do South Providence a | ot of good," because |
think that part of transportation is
psychol ogi cal ; not only whether there's
congestion, but when peopl e stand back, and they
take a | ook at the state, can we get places?

The main -- one of the main
di sappoi ntnents | have is how we've got stuff to
fix. If we're going to use tolls, 1'"d like to see

t hem used for projects that have been tabled and
never done. Since that is open, since the |onger
TIP is open, I'll submt that stuff in witing. |
t hank you for your tine.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: Thank you. Are there
any other registered speakers who wi sh to nmake
addi ti onal coments?

MR, DULGARIAN: It would be nice -- seeing
this is balloonist docunent -- a lot of stuff is
in there, a lot of noving parts, that maybe once
every two or three years, we revisit it. |'mnot
saying we're not going to revisit it for enough
five or ten years. The tinme frane is a little too
far out. Nunber two, you know, we did GARVEE
bonds for five big projects a decade ago, a decade

and a half ago. And then under Chafee, it was
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deci ded that we were going to do pay as you go,
and the way we were going to acconplish that was
by raising the license fees, raising the
regi stration fees, raising the inspection fees.

| just got a renewal for the registration.
It went from61.50 to 91.50. But then we were
told |l ast year that wasn't enough, we're going to
have to borrow noney again. And so we're
borrowi ng nore GARVEE. |'m saying to nyself, "How
much GARVEE can we borrow over what period of
time?" |Is the sky the limt? |Is there a ceiling?

|"'mtroubled by all this borrowing. And the

argunent is, "Well, we've got to do so much right
away because if we wait, stuff wll be in worse
shape, and it will cost nore."

So nmy question is that the stuff that is
going to be deteriorating even nore than it is now
and cost us nore than it will be now, maybe that's
the stuff you ought to do first. And the stuff
that's already deteriorated that we have to spend
the full anount on, you ought to save that for
| ater because it's not going to get any nore
expensi ve, and nmaybe we don't have to borrow as
much noney and spend as nuch on interest. The

back -- so that was nunber three.
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Nunmber four, back when -- in the '70s, |
renmenber that Federal Hi ghway was doi ng sonme stuff
down i n Texas, | ooking at naintenance-free
| andscapi ng; what would work? Wat didn't work?
Different climates, different soils. It nade
sense, and | haven't heard anyt hi ng about that
since, and yet we're still doing a | ot of
mai ntenance. It's been a third of a century;
you'd think that we had this thing under control
by now, and we coul d be doing this and save
our sel ves sone noney on the operating side.

Finally, traffic signalization. | can't
believe that New York Cty can signalize their
traffic lights, and we can't in Rhode Island. |
have grown up in this state, and we haven't gotten
any better at it in all the decades that 1've
lived in this state. Part of the problemis that
we have two parallel transportati on nmai ntenance
operations. W have the individual cities and
towns, and we have the state. There isn't a | ot
of rhynme or reason because every so often the
state legislation will pass a bill that says, "Onh
we're going to add this to the state nai ntenance.
This street to the state maintenance list," and so

it grows |ike tunbl eneed.
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In any event, when it cones to traffic
signalization, it's a little unclear who's in
charge. Is it a state naintained road? |Is the
state in charge? If it's not a state maintai ned
road, that neans the state is not in charge? |If
there's an intersection, wll the state naintain
or the municipality maintain the road? Wo0's in
charge? | don't know, but it would seemli ke
sonet hing we ought to find out and fi gure out
because that |leads to traffic accidents, |'m sure,
because people are so frustrated. They get a
green light, but the next light in front of them
iIs about to turn red. So it's very troubling. W
ought to pay attention to that.

As part of that sort of 5A (sic), the
Provi dence Water Supply Board has decided it's
goi ng to spend a huge anount of nobney to rel ocate
their headquarters unnecessarily. At the sane
time, they're ripping up roads all over the pl ace
because they've got to do the Lead Repl acenent
Program Presumably, when they're done with that,
they're responsible for making the road -- fixing
the road back up again. The one junps out at ne
Is Reservoir Avenue in Cranston, which is a ness,

and it's been a ness for a couple of years.
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Provi dence Water was doing a lot of work on it

| ast year. | don't see themaround this year;
maybe they're done. But Reservoir Avenue is still
a mess.

I'd like to think that they're going to do
that; they're going to make it whol e again. But
who's i n charge of the traffic signals on
Reservoir Avenue in Cranston, as an exanple. It's
a state-maintai ned road, but Providence Water has
been doing all this work, and the signals are not
coordi nated. That's a subset. That's an exanple
of if Providence Water is going to be replacing a
| ot of | ead pipes all over the place, there ought
to be a coordinati on between Provi dence Water and
DOT so that we can get this all done as
efficiently and econom cally as possible. Thank
you.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: Thank you. |Is there
anyone who is not registered that wi shes to speak?

( NO RESPONSE)

CHAl R\MOVAN SHOCKET: 1'd like to cl ose the
public hearing at 8:06.

W are now going to go to the agenda as
set. | don't think | need to call anybody to

order. The first itemon the agenda is an action
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itemfor the approval of the April 21st, 2016
m nutes. Do | have a notion to approve thenf

MR, FLAHERTY: So noved.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Second?

MR. MONAGHAN:  Second.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: |I's there any
di scussi on?

( NO RESPONSE)

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  All in favor?

( UNANI MOUS VOTE)

CHAI RA\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Opposed?

( NO RESPONSE)

CHAI RAMOVAN SHOCKET: The second item on
the agenda is a public comment on the agenda
items, and, obviously, that does not include
Anendnent Nunber 7, which we've already had. So,
is there anyone that w shes to speak about any
ot her issues on the agenda?

( NO RESPONSE)

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: Well, we m ght get
out of here. The next itemon the agenda is an
actual action item That is approval of the STIP
2013- 2016 Anmendnent Nunber 7, which we've been
di scussing. | would Iike a notion, a second and

t hen di scussi on.

71
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MR. WALKER: So noved.

CHAI RAMOVAN SHOCKET:  Second?

MS. BRADY: Second.

CHAI RA\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Di scussi on? TAC?

MR. WALKER: Chair?

CHAI RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Yes.

MR WALKER: First, I'd like to reiterate
what has been said in sonme of the other neetings

in thanking the staff for the detail that we' ve

got in front of us. In ny years that |'ve been
here, | don't think that | can say that the | evel
of detail, the different ways that the materi al

has been split and the updates on what's goi ng on
community by conmunity to actually see that
projects are noving along, or they're not, or

t hey' ve been cancelled. | have to say | think
this is the first tine we've had this, which ends
up bei ng doubl e-si ded enough to wei gh things down,
but | think it's worth it.

I think that I'lIl give a lot of credit to
Meredith and the work that she's done for going
back and historically | ooking at where sone of the
gaps are to cone up wth how the fundi ng came
about being presented here in the "13 to '16 TIP

Anmendnent, as well as Any for the transit
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conponent. But |'ve not seen where we've ever
gone back and then cone back to this body and
said, "W didn't spend this noney," or "W found
this,” or "It was unall ocated, and we're going to
put it on the table today."

So that's refreshing that we're actual ly
goi ng back and accounting for what their projects
have been and what has been done with it or not
done with it. So |I'd like to commend the staff
and the adm nistration for doing that, as well as
the Statew de Planning Program And, |ast, but
not least, | can't think Chel sea enough for her
work in putting these tables together and bei ng
able to cut the data so that we could actually
have it to use.

So, | also want to thank the staff for
this summary because having it in our hands today
instead of just getting a little bit of a
narrative wth being actually able to read what
people said, again, | think is one of the first
times we've had it in front of us fromthe
af t ernoon sessi on when we've net here at night,
and it's nice to see what people are actually
tal ki ng about for projects instead of

generalities.
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And then tonight to have al nbst two hours
-- or an hour and a half of nore public discourse,
pro and con, | think is refreshing that people are
still com ng out, and they're still interested.
So, | nove the question because the detail that's
behind it, and notw t hstandi ng the comments that
we've heard, | put forth a conpelling case of why
we should -- for the programm ng, the fiscal '16
dol l ars, we should advance this tonight. And the
6/ 10, to nme, scares ne a little bit. | drive on
it every day, and | see the wood bl ocki ng.

| see that this project is about
reconstructing bridges. And as we've had in the
earlier neeting, | believe, and I would |like to be
corrected if I'"'mwong, that the bigger project is
still undefined. Jonathan, | renmenber, asked
about "Wiere do we do that?" and "How do we talk
about that?" That's not been discussed yet, so
that's still to conme. | look forward to those
di scussions, but if we can get those bridges
started that a |l ot of us drive over both ways
every day, to ne, that's progress.

So, with that, thank you for the tine, but
al so thank you to the staff for what we have

before us tonight.
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CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: |s there any ot her
further discussion fromnenbers of the TAC?

MS. BRADY: | just wanted to note, so in
front of you, you also have -- it's actually three
pages. |'ve got a request to ask you all a favor.
You' ve got a black and white, kind of like this
wth the lines. There should be two pages, not
three. Your third page has to do wth years goi ng
forward, not the '16 Amendnent. So, if you would
t ake your | ast page off and just don't confuse
yourself and elimnate it, and follow along. |I'm
going to wal k you through this anmendnent -- not
anendnent, but these changes. These are technical
changes that you' ve made. Sone of them actually
answer sone of the questions that were raised by
people earlier today. So | would |like to just
wal k you through it really quickly.

We have found in going through our FTA
Fi xed Gui deway Funding that we had accidentally
not i ncluded about half a mlIlion dollars, which
is when you're | ooking at the Fi xed Gui deway
Funding, that's significant. So we have now
i ncluded that funding. That's on your first page.
We al so have included an earmark for the Trestle

Trail Project, and this is all witten and appears
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in the record.

On your second page, you see a pretty
substantial list of projects with revised project
estimates. Wien we first put this program of
proj ects together, we were putting these esti mates
t oget her wi t hout necessarily project managers
assigned and with our systemvery new, and we have
since revised a nunber of the project estinates.

I n additi on, we have a project on Route 102,
Victory H ghway, which was pointed out actually by
a menber of the TAC. The project is, in fact,
conpl et e.

The funding for that project has been
renoved, which has hel ped us out significantly in
order to be able to increase the estimates of sone
of the other projects. And, for the nost part,
that generally takes care of the -- we al so
sw tched bet ween avail abl e fundi ng sources for a
couple of projects. But, as | said, we're not
addi ng any projects. These are all what 1'Ill call
technical corrections to what we originally
submtted. And if there are any questi ons on
t hose or anything el se before us, |I'm happy to
help if | can.

CHAlI RWOVAN SHOCKET: So we have a noti on
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on the floor for a second, and we've had
di scussion. |Is there any further di scussion?

MR. FLAHERTY: Madam Chair, thank you. |
want to begin with a point of order. Looking at
agenda item nunber 4, | thought that there was
going to be TAC di scussi ons before we went
directly to a notion on itemb5, but 'mfine with
that. |'m happy to have that discussion now It
probably won't come as a surprise to the nenbers
of the TAC because we di scussed at the April 21st
nmeeting a concern that | raised about the use of
public funds included in Arendnent 7 for new
hi ghway ranps for Route 295.

G ow Smart has taken a formal position on
that. In fact, | brought copies, and |I'll just
share with folks. You can pass it down. That
outlines our concern nore specifically. W don't
bel i eve that the use of these funds are consi stent
Wth our state guide plan. So, | was prepared to
offer an alternate notion, but we have a notion on

the table. So I'll just say that 1'Il be voting

no" for this notion and would be happy to offer
an alternate notion if a sufficient nunber of
peopl e agree with that. Thank you.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Any furt her
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di scussion? Dan, did you have sonething you
wanted to -- | thought he raised his hand. |
t hought you had your hand raised for discussion.

VR. BAUDOUI N: | did. " msorry, | don't
know where we are. Did John nmake a notion?

CHAIl RWOVAN SHOCKET: We're dealing wth a
notion, and we're going to be voting on that, and
then he may have a suppl enental notion.

MR. BAUDCOUI N: |'m okay.

CHAIl RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Everett?

MR, STUART: Everett Stuart. | just want
to comment that | agree with John Fl aherty on the
Rout e 295 ranps aspect and the sprawl of that
woul d i nduce into the whole area. | don't have a
problemwi th the state providing financial
assi stance to keeping Citizens in the state, but
at that location, it's not transit friendly.

Ur ban freeways, part of the reasons they nove
slowy and they' re clogged is because of the exits
and on-ranps are so close together. The two

exi sting ones at Route 44 and Route 6 are only
about three mles apart. And, now, to accommopbdate
one entity, we're going to put in one in the

m ddl e of that.

So between the | and use patterns and the
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sprawl that would i nduce, you know, all sorts of
surroundi ng properties, not just as what Citizens
is dealing with, | agree with John. 1'mgoing to
vote with John against this notion but based on
t hat one reason.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Any ot her comment s?
Yes.

M5. FREEMAN: | want to share that |I'm
al so planning on voting with John on this
regarding the ranps. | have concerns about the
| ocati on of a major enployer |ike this outside of
the urban center and the national friends by
enpl oyers and enpl oyees who want to be in urban
centers. |I've just witnessed this wth General
El ectric. | noved to Boston based on urban
infrastructure, and to spend npbney supporting a
rel ocation to an isolated canpus |ike this doesn't
make sense, and for the state to support it
financially like this doesn't make sense. So |I'm
| ooking forward to hearing John's alternate
not i on.

CHAl RAMOVAN SHOCKET:  Yes?

MR HARRIS: | will vote with Bari and
Everett and John on this for the reasons stated.

CHAl RMOVAN SHOCKET: M chael ?
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MR WALKER: It shouldn't cone as a
surprise that | have a different viewpoi nt about
this. Citizens, as a corporate citizen in Rhode
| sl and, have made a decision to retain 3,200 Rhode
| sl and j obs in Rhode Island, and those fol ks, as
reported in the Providence Journal back when the
announcenent was nmade, is reaching the end of a
| ease agreenent that they currently have in
Cranston, and they are | ooking to bring their
fol ks from Cranston, as well as a couple of our
suburban | ocations, to one consolidated pl ace.

When this was announced, | antici pated
that there woul d be sonme di scourse about it and
actually pulled out | and use 2025, the executive
summary, and took a |look at the map that's
included in |l and use 2025 that depicts the urban
servi ces boundary and found that this location is
actually wthin the urban services boundary. As
| and use 2025 calls for, that's where we shoul d be
f ocusi ng our devel opnent al ong our interstate
hi ghway system and within that boundary, which
t hi s does.

| also find right now that that land is
zoned, and there could be other devel opnents

taking place there. This is not protected | and
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that is prevented or protected fromfuture
devel opnent. |In fact, it could becone house l|lots
tonorrow if Citizens were not going in there, and
we coul d have housi ng devel opnents all through
that area as well. So there was a | andowner who
sold. There was a conpany that made a | ocati on
deci sion for their business, and it's 3,200 ot her
Rhode | sl anders that are keeping their jobs in
Rhode I sl and, and, for that reason, | support this

project. That's why | noved the question the way

it was.
CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Any ot her comment s?
M5. HAGCGERTY: G ven the controversi al
nature of the 295 conponent of Anmendnent 7, |'d

li ke the TAC to consider potentially separating
that out and noving forward the rest of Anendnent
7 without 295 and tabling that for further

di scussion after that vote, if possible.

CHAI RAMOVAN SHOCKET: | think we need the
approval of the original notion person to be able
to separate it out.

MR WALKER: |1'd rather not. I'd rather
have the notion stand as it is.

CHAIl RWOVAN SHOCKET: Oh, | thought you

wanted to separate it out.
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MR. WALKER: No, not at all.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: |Is there any further
comrent from any nenbers of the TAC? Yes.

MR. BAUDCQUI N  Thank you. No one was nore
di sappoi nted than ne and others that they didn't
| ocate in Downtown Providence, but | think they
made a decision, and | understand the support to
try to keep themin Rhode Island. | think it
comes down -- not considering the | and use
el ements, but when it cones down to the noney, I
think this project is a $6 mllion project. |
could be wong, and Citizens was paying for half.
Is that generally right?

MR. WALKER:  Yes.

MR. BAUDOUI N0 My suggestion is that
there's nowhere in the transportation field that
gi ves property owners a wndfall than to build a
new i nterchange. |In other states, you have
transportation i nprovenent districts, and in this
case, there are other devel opnent sites around
that will probably be devel oped because it's a new
i nterchange. Wy have a windfall go to the owners
of those properties and create a transportation
i nprovenent district and at least try to recover

back the noney that the state is going to put
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forward to build the interchange so that maybe it
becones a zero cost to the governnent, a zero cost
to this program which at | east overcones sone of
t he objections, | think. That would be ny idea.

Let's see if we can investigate creating a
transportation district |like they've done in
probably about ten other states. Maybe we need
state legislation, but I don't think R DOT woul d
oppose the concept of trying to recapture sone of
the value that is created when they build all new
i nterchanges. But, you know, | can't vote agai nst
this. | think the whole thing is, you know, not
great for Providence, not great for downtown, but,
hey, it is what it is. They've nade their
decision, and if there's a way that we can do it
W t hout coming up with any noney, let's figure it
out that way.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: |Is there any further
di scussion? Yes?

MS. SHERRI LL: Pam Sherrill. I1'd like to

support Dan's idea about a transportation

i mprovenment district. |It's an area -- as a