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More Changes to OMA

The Open Mee	ngs Act (OMA) Emergency Declara	on
was amended on April 15 and removed the language that
virtual mee	ngs are allowed only for "essen	al purpose,"
which means that municipali	es can use virtual pla#orms
for any kind of non-cri	cal issue or business. The Order
was also extended until May 15, 2020.

The Order states that:
"Adequate alterna	ve means of public access shall mean measures that provide
transparency and permit 	mely and effec	ve public access to the delibera	ons of the
public body. Such means may include, without limita	on, providing public access
through telephone, internet, or satellite-enabled audio or video conferencing or any
other technology that enables the public to clearly follow the proceedings of the public
body while those activities are occurring."

Please see the helpful guidance available for holding public mee	ngs from the RI
Department of Informa	on Technology. The APA-RI website also has frequently-updated
informa	on, along with instruc	ons and 	ps for running virtual mee	ngs from several RI
municipalities.

Census Response Rates

The 2020 Census is s	ll underway : In fact,
it has now been extended from July 31,
2020 to October 31, 2020! Have you
responded? Go to the US Census website
to fill out the Census online:
my2020census.gov.

The Rhode Island response rate is
54.1% as of May 2nd.
We are ranked 30th out of all states
for response.
The US response rate is 56.3%.

RI municipalities with the highest response
rates:

Barrington- 74.4%
North Kingstown- 67.5%
East Greenwich- 66.8%

​RI municipalities with the lowest response
rates*:

Central Falls- 32.9%
Little Compton- 39.8%
Providence- 40.4%

(*excluding New Shoreham)

https://mcusercontent.com/a74177ea5107dd49e1b105451/files/3e749287-e3d1-4318-93d8-179acb7ac31e/ExecOrder20_25_22nd_Supp_Public_Mtgs_and_Records_Req.pdf?mc_cid=5192a6f097&mc_eid=1e8554ada6
http://www.doit.ri.gov/covid-19/
https://www.rhodeislandapa.org/news/planning-in-the-time-of-covid-19/
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2020/invitations-to-respond.html
https://my2020census.gov/


Response rates by county are:
Bristol- 64.4%
Kent- 62.4%
Newport- 55.2%
Providence- 50.8%
Washington- 53.9%

For more informa	on on your
municipality's current response rate
(updated daily), please see the RI Division
of Statewide Planning's 2020 Census page.
Join the Census Coffee Hour on May 5 at
10AM for Census activity updates.

SNEAPA 2020 Will Be Virtual

The annual Southern New England Conference of
the American Planning Associa	on ("SNEAPA")
commiIee for 2020 has been hard at work since
January planning for the next SNEAPA, scheduled
for September 24 & 25 at the Rhode Island

Conven	on Center in Providence. Across the country, professional organiza	ons are
asking themselves the same ques	ons: Will we be able to hold large, in-person
conferences this year? Even if such gatherings are allowed, will people feel comfortable
attending?
 
The SNEAPA 2020 CommiIee has been grappling with these ques	ons as well. Here's
what they want planners to know:

Due to the ongoing uncertainty of the COVID-19 public health crisis and a desire to
keep guests safe and healthy, all in-person SNEAPA events for 2020 have been
canceled.
The CommiIee is preparing to go virtual some	me this Fall, exploring op	ons for
"SNEAPA@Home."
A survey will be emailed soon to hear what planners want from a virtual SNEAPA.
When the Call for Session Proposals is released, please think of ways to present
sessions virtually.
The SNEAPA commiIee is commiIed to providing high-quality sessions with
relevant and useful content, opportunities to network with colleagues from around
the region, and venues to interact with vendors.

The SNEAPA CommiIee asks for your pa	ence, understanding, flexibility, crea	vity, and
good will as they work to bring you a different version of SNEAPA this year. Plan to check
the SNEAPA website regularly for updates and information.

Brady's Bulletin

Another month has come and gone. In my head, I'm
beginning to refer to things as "in cap	vity". The eighth
staff mee	ng in cap	vity. The first scheduled public
hearing in cap	vity. Yet, what I am experiencing, working
from home, is nothing compared to the isola	on that
some face regularly: when I would complain about the
necessity of minimizing shopping trips and missing

events, I realize that my privilege is showing. We've never seen anything like this in our
life	mes (even those far older and wiser than I among us) and we've never experienced
such far-reaching impacts, from the economy to mental health services; from small

http://www.planning.ri.gov/planning-areas/Census/census-2020.php
https://www.rhodeislandapa.org/census-coffee-hour/default.aspx
http://www.sneapa.org


businesses to large corpora	ons; from sports and entertainment to family gatherings.
This is a cap	vity born of compassion and care for others, of necessity, of knowns and of
unknowns. We were already a na	on deeply polarized, and, in some ways, the COVID-19
crisis has polarized us even further. Yet in other ways, it has brought people together:
checking on your neighbors, drive-by birthday parades, buying from farms and food-
related small business for at-home delivery, and small acts of kindness.

It occurred to me recently that twenty-five years ago (yeah, really, 25 years ago!) I was
on a na	onal APA panel about the impacts of telecommu	ng on future workforces and
commu	ng paIerns. I had been thinking, before this all began, that we were slow to
adopt telecommu	ng policies, par	cularly at the state and municipal government level.
Suddenly, this is no longer true: there's a steep learning curve (hello Zoom fa	gue) and a
lot of adaptation required.

There are many resources available: for individuals, for businesses, and for government:
the na	onal American Planning Associa	on COVID-19 Resources site is a good place to
start, as is our own APA-RI site, but I am sure there are a number of links that we haven't
discovered: do you have any favorites? From ways to support small business to places to
donate (tomorrow is both Cinco de Mayo AND Giving Tuesday) to ar	cles of interest,
send me your links at Meredith.Brady@doa.ri.gov and I'll include a selection next month!

Last but not least, be kind to each other: "May the 4th Be With You!" (If you're Catholic,
you may answer "And also with you!")

Upcoming Meetings

​Due to the on-going health emergency,
please check the links to see if meetings

have been canceled.

State Planning Council
May 14- 9AM via Zoom

​​Transportation Advisory Committee
May 28- 5:30PM via Zoom

Technical Committee
June 12- 9AM via Zoom

All meetings are open to the public.
Please click on the links to find out how to

attend virtually.

PHOTO TRIVIA
Do you know where in RI this building

is located? See the answer at the bottom
of the newsletter.

Virtual Events

May 5 Got LID? A Municipal Self-Assessment Tool for RI Municipali:es. This webinar
will showcase a new tool designed to help compare your municipality’s development
standards to na	onal benchmarks for avoiding, reducing, and managing stormwater
runoff. The “whys” and “hows” of the LID Site Planning and Design Techniques and
additional supporting assistance will be discussed. Time: 2PM-3PM. Free.

May 6 What Ci:es Are Doing About Housing & Homelessness During the Pandemic.

https://www.planning.org/resources/covid-19/
https://www.planning.org/resources/covid-19/
https://www.rhodeislandapa.org/
mailto:meredith.brady@doa.ri.gov
http://sos.ri.gov/openmeetings/?page=view_entity&entity_id=4965
https://opengov.sos.ri.gov/OpenMeetingsPublic/OpenMeetingDashboard?subtopmenuId=201&EntityID=2610&MeetingID=989992
http://sos.ri.gov/openmeetings/?page=view_entity&entity_id=4965
https://opengov.sos.ri.gov/OpenMeetingsPublic/OpenMeetingDashboard?subtopmenuId=201&EntityID=2609&MeetingID=990771
https://opengov.sos.ri.gov/OpenMeetingsPublic/OpenMeetingDashboard?subtopmenuId=201&EntityID=2608&MeetingID=991245
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/966903235104749324
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/966903235104749324
https://nextcity.org/events/detail/what-cities-are-doing-about-housing-and-homelessness-during-the-pandemic


Explore solu	ons that ci	es around the country have already adopted to try to blunt the
worst of the housing-related fallout from the pandemic. These solu	ons could be
replicated elsewhere. Panel features the mayor of Cambridge, MA. Time: 1PM-2PM.
Registration fee is pay-what-you-can.

May 8 Climate Change Leadership Webinar Series: "Resilient Mys:c Collabora:ve."
This webinar spotlights the Resilient Mys	c Collabora	ve (RMC), a voluntary partnership
among neighboring communi	es in Greater Boston’s Mys	c River Watershed, which
came out of a sense of urgency and commitment among municipal staff to work across
poli	cal boundaries to address challenges and now includes eighteen municipali	es.
Time: 12PM-1PM. Government/non-profit: free; EBC member: $15; non-member: $25.

May 8 Managing Shifts in Community Resilience Priorities in Light of COVID-19.  Climate
change and sustainability ini	a	ves are being sidelined as a result of the pandemic. Local
government leaders will need to develop strategies for managing interrup	ons,
preserving rela	onships, aligning ini	a	ves with other more emergent or valued
priorities, and revitalizing stalled efforts down the road. Time: 12PM-1PM. Free.

May 14 2020 Urbanism Next Virtual Forum. The 2020 Urbanism Next Virtual Forum will
discuss how emerging technologies shape the future of our ci	es: advances in emerging
technology like the rise of e-commerce, and the growth of the sharing economy have
profound effects on how we live, move, and spend our 	me in ci	es, and also on urban
form and development. Time: 11:30AM-5PM (EST). Fee: $125.

May 15 Focus on Micromobility: Incorpora:ng New Methods of Travel into the
Planning Landscape webinar. AIendees will hear from three leading prac		oners in the
emerging field of micromobility, each presen	ng a different angle on the changes that
nimble, on-demand transporta	on op	ons mean for street design and streetscapes,
transit service, and travel patterns. Time: 1PM-2:30PM. Free. 1.5 CM.

May 19 TOD Trends and Successes for Placemaking webinar. Hear from the na	on's
leading TOD authority on business trends, new financing op	ons, and from one of
America's most successful TOD real estate developer on how his firm is weathering the
current crisis to maintain values and keep projects moving forward. Time: 1PM-2PM.
This event has varying registration fees.

May 22 Project Management for Planners. This webinar will provide par	cipants with
tools and techniques that planners can use to successfully manage planning projects.
Discussion will center on the applica	on of project management tools and techniques in
the real world of planning. Time: 1PM-2:30PM. Free. 1.5 CM.

Any:me The American Planning Associa:on website also lists live planning webinars
offered by local chapters, as well as APA online courses.

Grant Opportunities

May 11 NEH CARES: Cultural Organiza:ons grants deadline. The Na	onal Endowment
for the Humani	es (NEH) has received supplemental funding to provide emergency relief
to ins	tu	ons and organiza	ons working in the humani	es that have been affected by
the coronavirus. Proposed short-term projects should emphasize retaining or hiring
humanities staff. Period of performance is June 15, 2020 to December 31, 2020.

May 15 AARP Community Challenge grant deadline (extended). The Community

https://ebcne.org/event/ebc-climate-change-leadership-webinar-series-resilient-mystic-collaborative/?instance_id=12267
https://climateofficers.org/events/covid-may8
https://www.urbanismnext.org/conference
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7067821677950368013
http://www.tod.org/webinarschedule.html
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2500396500297976843
https://www.planning.org/
https://www.planning.org/events/?keyword=&sort=begin_time+desc%2C+end_time+desc&cm=&event_type=ONLINE&state=&range_after=&range_before=&is_apa=False
https://learn.planning.org/catalog/
https://www.neh.gov/program/neh-cares-cultural-organizations
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/community-challenge/info-2020/2020-challenge.html


Challenge provides small grants to fund "quick-ac	on" projects that can help
communi	es become more livable for people of all ages. Projects should improve
housing, transporta	on, public space, technology ("smart ci	es"), civic engagement, and
more. Winning projects must be completed by December 18, 2020.

May 18 NRCS Grants for Reducing Stormwater Pollu:on applica:on deadline. USDA’s
Natural Resources Service (NRCS) is inves	ng up to $2.4 million in Rhode Island. NRCS
and partners will work with private landowners and producers to implement a variety of
conserva	on ac	vi	es, including land management prac	ces and systems, short-term
land rentals, conservation easements and watershed structures.

May 26 Farmers Market Promo:on Program (FMPP) deadline (extended). The USDA's
FMPP funds projects that develop, coordinate and expand direct producer-to-consumer
markets to help increase access to and availability of locally- and regionally-produced
agricultural products by developing, expanding, and providing outreach and technical
assistance to farmers markets, community-supported agriculture programs, agritourism,
online sales or other direct producer-to-consumer market opportunities.

May 26 Regional Food System Partnerships  (RFSP) program grant deadline (extended).
The USDA's RFSP program supports partnerships that connect public and private
resources to plan and develop local or regional food systems. Effort is focused on
building and strengthening local or regional food economy viability and resilience by
alleviating unnecessary administrative and technical barriers for participating partners.

May 29 Southeast New England Program (SNEP) Watershed Grant deadline. These
grants support the goals and priori	es of EPA’s SNEP, a regional effort to promote a
resilient ecosystem of clean water and sustainable communi	es . The grants target
water pollu	on, habitat degrada	on, and other high-priority environmental issues, to
foster sustainable coastal and watershed communities in RI and Southeastern MA.

May 29 Agricultural Conserva:on Easements Program. The USDA's Natural Resources
Conserva	on Service is accep	ng applica	ons from state and local governments, non-
governmental organiza	ons and Na	ve American Tribes that would like to protect
working farmland through an Agricultural Land Easement. ACEP easements protect
cri	cal natural resources and encourage private landowners to maintain land for farming
through the voluntary sale of an easement, which limits future development.

Planning Articles of Interest

Passing budgets with public input during coronavirus times
challenges RI towns

RI coastal town considers abandoning roads to floods as sea level rises

State Supreme Court sides with town in land use dispute

As trash piles up, RI municipalities faced with illegal dumping,
recycling issues

Dreams of fields: park plan pits neighbors against each other

The real star of Andrew Cuomo's press briefings? His PowerPoints.

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ri/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD1575037
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/fmpp
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/rfsp
https://estuaries.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/SNEPWG20-RFP-fin.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ri/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD1578614
https://www.newportri.com/news/20200419/passing-budgets-with-public-input-during-coronavirus-times-will-challenge-aquidneck-island-towns
https://www.newportri.com/news/20200419/passing-budgets-with-public-input-during-coronavirus-times-will-challenge-aquidneck-island-towns
https://thepublicsradio.org/article/ri-coastal-town-considers-abandoning-roads-predicted-to-flood-as-sea-level-rises
https://www.providencejournal.com/news/20200429/state-supreme-court-sides-with-towns-in-land-use-suit
https://www.valleybreeze.com/2020-04-15/woonsocket-north-smithfield/trash-piles-municipalities-faced-illegal-dumping-recyling#.Xp82A_hKjIU
https://www.valleybreeze.com/2020-04-15/woonsocket-north-smithfield/trash-piles-municipalities-faced-illegal-dumping-recyling#.Xp82A_hKjIU
https://www.providencejournal.com/news/20200403/dreams-of-fields-east-providence-park-plan-pits-neighbors-against-each-other
https://www.fastcompany.com/90483382/the-real-star-of-andrew-cuomos-press-briefings-his-powerpoints


Statewide Planning Staff

Click on staff person's name for email address:

Meredith Brady, Associate Director
401/222-6496

Benny Bergantino, Principal Planner
401/222-1755

Linsey Callaghan, Assistant Chief
401/222-6479

Paul Capotosto, Fiscal Management
Officer
401/222-6170

Michael D'Alessandro, AICP- Supervising
Planner
401/222-2177

Christina Delage Baza , Data Analyst I
401/222-6481

Vincent Flood, Data Analyst II
401/222-1243

Kim Gelfuso, Internet Communications
Specialist
401/222-5764

Caitlin Greeley, Principal Planner
401/222-2848

Paul Gonsalves, Principal Planner
401/222-1756

Roberta Groch, AICP- Assistant Chief
401/222-4720

Nancy Hess, Supervising Planner
401/222-6480

Benjamin Jacobs, Principal Research
Technician
401/222-3949

Maria Mignanelli, Chief Implementation
Aide

Kevin Nelson, Supervising Planner
401/222-2093

Joshua O'Neill, AICP- Supervising Planner
401/222-4849

Mason Perrone, Principal Planner
401/222-7966

Catherine Pitassi, Executive Assistant
401/222-7901

Water Resources Board staff :
Kathleen Crawley, Acting General
Manager

Timothy Stagnitta, Programming Services
Officer

PHOTO TRIVIA ANSWER:
The Western Hotel (late 1700s)

Nasonville (Burrillville) ​
Photo: Google Earth

mailto:Meredith.Brady@doa.ri.gov
mailto:Benny.Bergantino@doa.ri.gov
mailto:Linsey.Callaghan@doa.ri.gov
mailto:Paul.Capotosto@doa.ri.gov
mailto:michael.dalessandro@doa.ri.gov
mailto:Christina.DelageBaza@doa.ri.gov
mailto:Vincent.Flood@doa.ri.gov
mailto:Kim.Gelfuso@doa.ri.gov
mailto:caitlin.greeley@doa.ri.gov
mailto:Paul.Gonsalves@doa.ri.gov
mailto:Roberta.Groch@doa.ri.gov
mailto:nancy.hess@doa.ri.gov
mailto:benjamin.jacobs@doa.ri.gov
mailto:Maria.Mignanelli@doa.ri.gov
mailto:kevin.nelson@doa.ri.gov
mailto:joshua.oneill@doa.ri.gov
mailto:mason.perrone@doa.ri.gov
mailto:catherine.pitassi@doa.ri.gov
mailto:kathleen.crawley@doa.ri.gov
mailto:Timothy.Stagnitta@wrb.ri.gov
http://nrinow.news/2019/12/03/georges-pizza-owner-buys-western-hotel/

